
A crowd of at least 200 turned out for the 
November meeting of the Old Town Orcutt 
Revitalization Association (OTORA) meet-
ing on November 9 to discuss changes to 

OTORA Forum with Planners Draws Large Crowd

“When it comes right down to it, dollars 
and cents are going to be the major player 
on whether a new high school site is built 
on the southwest side of town near Tangle-
wood,” says Santa Maria Joint Union High 
School Superintendent Jeff Hearn regarding 
the district’s effort to secure a fourth high 
school for the Santa Maria Valley.  “The board 
of trustees has concerns about distance from 
students’ homes and transportation costs, 
proximity of the county wastewater treat-
ment plan and the proposal to build a jail a 
couple miles away, but of the forty sites we 
have researched, the 145 acres at Highway 
One and Black Road best meets our criteria 
as well as the state’s,” explains Hearn.  The 
district hopes to open the new high school 
in August of 2009.  

 Hearn says, while a community commit-
tee has not been formed to draw boundary 
lines for the fourth high school,  preliminary 
thinking is that students who live west of 
Broadway/Orcutt Expressway and south of 
Stowell will attend the new school. “That 
would drop Righetti’s enrollment from 2500 
students to about 1600, and that’s what the 
school was built to handle,” he says.  

District officials have been informally nego-
tiating with the land’s owners, the daughters 
of the late Donald Grisingher.   Daughter Trish 
Weatherby resides in Santa Ynez while her 
sister lives on the east coast.   “Trish Weath-

Negotiations Ongoing for the 
Tanglewood Site for New High School

erby and her sister have been very gracious 
and accommodating to our district,” says 
Superintendent Jeff Hearn. “She’s interested 
in selling the property, but the process, espe-
cially when we are dealing with the State of 
California, is long and involved.”

Because the district is in the negotiating 
process with the owners, Hearn could not say 
what the price tag will be for fifty-five of the 
145 acres, but the price tag associated with 
Pioneer Valley High School on the northeast 
side of town is expected to reach 56 million 
dollars.  The district has already spent about 
$115,000 on attorneys, architectural fees and 
biological consultants for services such as soil 
drilling, biological tests, and environmental 
studies. The environmental impact report is 
expected to cost another $80,000. “The more 
money you spend acquiring the land, the 
less money you have for construction of the 
school itself,” he says.   “This site, financially, 
and in so many other ways, is our best option,” 
says the superintendent.  

Money for the new school will come from a 
$79 million dollar bond that voters approved 
last year to build a new school to relieve 
continued overcrowding at Santa Maria,  
Righetti and Pioneer Valley High Schools.  
With 30 months construction time, the next 
high school site will need to be purchased 
by spring if it is to be occupied by August 
of 2009.

the quaint town; some say it was the larg-
est gathering of people concerned about 
revitalizing the town in history. Interested 
residents and business owners jammed into 

the fire department to tell Santa 
Barbara County how they felt 
about zoning changes and 
driving conditions on Clark 
Avenue.   Changes included 
re-striping Clark Avenue from 
four to two lanes and changing 
parking from parallel to angu-
lar. The crowd seemed to be 
split between those who sup-
ported the revitalization effort 
and those who were angered.    
Neighbors complained that the 
reduction in lanes combined 
with the angled parking has 
forced much of the traffic onto 
the side streets of Old Town Or-
cutt, increasing driving speeds 
and creating parking difficulties.   
“Old Orcutt never was designed 
to deal with the changes im-
posed on Clark Avenue,” Greg 
Lees told the county represen-
tatives conducting the meeting.  
“If you are parked and you try 
to back up on Clark Avenue,  
you’re taking your life in your 

hands,” said Don Armstrong. “Does the county 
want Old Orcutt to become a tourist trap?” 
questioned Mike Carroll.  

The meeting was organized by OTORA, 
who spent about $1000 making residents 
aware of the meeting.  The Planning and 
Development Department of Santa Barbara 
County came to discuss streetscape options 
for Clark Avenue. “It’s exciting to see change,” 
OTORA president Berto van Veen,” empha-
sized.  “Change is vibrant and healthy.  But we 
need balance so all can be happy.  We need 
to  come together.”  

“I moved to Orcutt because of  changes 
in Old Town Orcutt and am refurbishing an 
older home,” said Dominic Berry.   “We do 
not need to go backwards - we need to work 
together for changes that will improve our 
community.”  

Stephen Petersen, a county planner who 
has been involved in Old Town Orcutt revital-
ization for the past three years, conducted the 
meeting and was joined by two architects and 
staff from public works. Options described 
for encouraging Old Orcutt to become more 

‘pedestrian friendly’  included landscaped 
center medians, bike lanes, widened side-
walks, street benches, center street parking, 
street trees and street lighting. 

Several residents complained that children 
have to walk to and from school in the street 
because there are no sidewalks in Old Town 
Orcutt.  Jerome Gallant suggested spending 
funds on sidewalks first before the money is 
spent on Clark Avenue.  One resident, Chuck 
Williams, suggested a town billboard to pub-
licize events and meetings.  

Planner  Patsy Stadelman, who presented 
streetscape options to the audience,   empha-
sized the options would be selected by public 
input and refined by county staff at public 
workshops and then finalized by the Plan-
ning Commission and Board of Supervisors. 
Don and Kay Flagg, who own  Kay’s Country 
Kitchen on Clark Avenue, both supported ef-
forts to revitalize.  Kay Flagg told the crowd 
the changes were only to “help Old Town Or-
cutt.  With most businesses moving towards 
Highway 101, we don’t want our town to be 
overlooked and become a slum. 

Kay Flagg during the public comment period at the OTORA 
hearing November 7.  Kay and her husband Don operate the 
popular Kay’s Country Kitchen on Clark Avenue

Architects Andrew Merriam and Debbie Black presenting  streetscape options for Old Town Orcutt.

Question of the Month:
What do you think the priorities should be when revitalizing Old Orcutt? Email 

your answer to info@orcuttpioneer.com. Responses will be published in an upcom-
ing issue of the Orcutt Pioneer.

Santa Barbara County Fire Department has 
a few holiday safety tips for the holidays.

1. Preplan activities.
2. Don’t leave any cooking or heating ap-

pliance unattended.  If a cooking appliance 
catches fire, turn the heat off as soon as 
possible.

3. Decorations or other combustibles 
should be at least 36 inches from open flames 
or heating devices.

4.  Do not use the fireplace to dispose of a 

Keeping Safe During the Holidays
Christmas tree or gift wrap. 

5. If you should have an emergency, call 
911.
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 2.6 miles west of Hwy. 101

 Meet gemologist and jewelry designer  Kim Fox  at our
 “Art & Wine Party”  on  Friday, December 2  from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

 Enjoy fine wines served by  Chimere Winery.

 Customer service is our #1 priority. We work closely with our 
 clients to assure their needs are being met. Experience, 

 professionalism, and hard work are what you can expect when 
 you put us to work for you. Call today for more info.

 Available Rentals Available Rentals

 Charlene Miller
 (805) 478-8842

 Suzie Ruiz
 (805) 757-7183
 Se Habla Español

 Property Management
 “There’s No Place Like Home”
 1140 E. Clark Ave., Suite 170

 Santa Maria, CA 93454
 (805) 934-3515

 A HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!  3 bedroom/2 bath home in 
 Orcutt.  $1400/mo plus $1000 sec. dep.  New dishwasher, 
 stove & hardwood floors.  Includes landscaper.  No pets, no 
 smoking.  Great location!  Available now.  Call for more 
 info.  J296P

 HOLIDAY MOVE IN BONUS!  Picture perfect 2 story, 4 
 bedroom/2.5 bath home in Orcutt.  $1650/mo plus $2000 
 sec. dep.  Includes landscaper.  Gas fireplace in living 
 room, hardwood floors, gas stove/range, newer dishwasher.  
 No pets, no smoking.  Available now.  Move in by Dec. 10 th
 and receive a $100 gift card to the store of your choice.  
 Don’t let this gem get away!  Call for more info.  B419P

 937-5619 • 405 East Clark Avenue
 Your Locally Owned Hometown Grocery Store

 Formerly
 “J-J’s”

 SOUP’S ON! SOUP’S ON!
 Buy One Bowl Buy One Bowl
 Get One Free! Get One Free!
 Same Size • Exp 12-27-05

 One Free With Coupon

 Soups of the Day include:
 Homemade Chili
 Chicken Tortilla

 Minestrone
 Chicken Noodle

 Potato with Bacon
 Clam Chowder

 Menu Changes Daily

 Buying or Selling I’m here to act as your 
 local Real Estate Specialist.

 TAMI SKROPITS
 REALTOR®

 Greco Realty Inc.
 118 W. Fesler, SM 93458

 Bus. (805) 922-0599
 Cell (805) 264-6540
 Fax (805) 928-4147

 That’s a Wrap! That’s a Wrap! That’s a Wrap!
 Personal ized Candy Wrappers Personal ized Candy Wrappers Personal ized Candy Wrappers

 805-937-8801 805-937-8801 805-937-8801

If Stubblefield Road is connected through 
new developments to Stillwell Road, county 
transportation planner Court Eilertson proj-
ects from 1500 to 2500 vehicles could travel 
down Stubblefield Road daily - connecting 
thousands of homes north and south of Rice 
Ranch Road to Stillwell Road, Clark Avenue 

and Highway 101.  If approved by the County 
Board of Supervisors, the connection to Black 
Oak Drive in the 52 home Vintage subdivision 
would be about 170 feet long.  

In an October letter to residents of the area, 
Fourth District County Supervisor Joni Gray 
argued in favor of  the connection primarily 

Should Stubblefield Road connect to Stillwell? 
for safety reasons. She says, “Currently there 
is only one access route via Clark/Bradley 
Road to the Pine Grove (New Oak Knolls) 
neighborhood.  In 2005, there were 32 emer-
gency calls to the neighborhood.  Of these, 
23 were medical emergencies.    The Stubble-
field/Black Oak connection will reduce the 

distance from Fire Station 
22 (at Clark and Stillwell) 
to the area.  Currently it is 
a 2.5 mile trip.   After the 
connection it will be ap-
proximately 1.5 miles.  A 
paramedic or fire truck will 
arrive 2 to 3 minutes more 
quickly than they do today.  
In addition, the connec-
tion provides an additional 
emergency escape route for 
both area residents and Pine 
Grove school children.   The 
Fire Department, Sheriff’s 
Department, Public Works 
Department, Traffic Divi-
sion and the Orcutt School 
District unanimously and 
enthusiastically support the 
extension.”

Some neighbors are un-
happy.  “This is going to 
bring tremendous traffic 
to the neighborhood,” said 
Tia Lafler, who lives near 
Stubblefield Road. Lafler has 
written a critical response 
to a letter by Fourth Dis-
trict Supervisor Joni Gray 

explaining why she feels the connection is 
necessary (see Lafler’s letter to Gray in Let-
ters to the Editor—page 7).

Residents question whether emergency ve-
hicles could navigate the steep hills of Black 
Oak Drive, which has a 14 percent grade at 
some points.  Gray acknowledges the steep 
road, but the benefits of having a second 
entrance cannot be ignored, she said.  

In an earlier discussion on May 10th, the 
Board of Supervisors instructed county 
departments to study the feasibility of the 
extension.    One of the arguments favoring 
the extension was that it would alleviate traf-
fic at Clark Avenue and Bradley Road.

Map indicating proposed connection between Stubblefield Road and Stillwell Road.
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 ROOM  ADDITIONS

 • Custom Homes • Remodeling
 • Room Additions • In-Home Designs
 • Concrete Work • FREE  ESTIMATES

 1157 E Clark Ave, Orcutt CA :: Longs Shopping Center

 Lic. 480363

 SERVICE CONNECTION
 938-9083

 Thomas R. King, 
 Owner

 1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

 established 1978

 Wednesday, December 7, 5:00-7:00PM
 Wine, Chocolate & Champagne Served

 Drawings for Fabulous Gifts and Prizes!

 Girls Night Out
 and

 Pandora Trunk Show  The Pandora 
 Angel for 

 Hurricane Relief

 FREE GIFT
 FREE GIFT

 With Pandora

 With Pandora

 Purchase
 Purchase

 Service...Pure and Simple

 “There’s No Place Like Home”
 (805) 934-3369

 1140 East Clark Suite 170, 
 Albertson’s Shopping Center

 HANG YOUR CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS HERE!  4 spacious bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths.  
 Fabulous floor plan, w/ hardwood floor entry.  Bay window in Living room, rock fire 
 place w/ gas jet, lg. walk-in closet, oversized shower, soaking tub, skylights, ceiling 
 fans, and an abundance of storage.  Attractively landscaped yards w/ automatic 
 sprinklers.  Call today!  $665,000.00, I146PS

 Steve Southwick
 (805) 878-1401

 Charlene Miller
 (805) 478-8842

 The diversity of our lifestyles
 defines the places we call home.

 Featured Home

Should Stubblefield Road connect to Stillwell? 
California curriculum standards emphasize 

‘reading, writing’ and arithmetic.’   But Sue 
Pitts, who teaches sixth grade at Nightingale 
school,  adds a new dimension.  

Snakes, turtles, tarantulas, kittens, rats, 
frogs...even  vilified cockroaches become 
opportunities for learning.   

Her classroom has them all, alive and kick-
ing and Sue Pitts makes the small zoo in room 
12 a haven for understanding the ‘cycle of 
life’ as she puts it.

Recently  the classroom was the home of 
a seven foot long, 40 pound boa constrictor 
named ‘Boey’. Pitts says, “it just became too 
big and he now is being fostered by a reptile 
lover.”

“The children are learning about the 

Teaching in the Classroom: More than Numbers and Symbols
balance of nature.   They 
are learning about caring 
for animals, their habitats, 
their cycles of life,  espe-
cially the importance of 
respecting living things.”  

Pitts realized the teach-
ing opportunities with 
animals when she inher-
ited a “unique,” she says,  
bunch of sixth graders 
while student teaching at 
Nightingale back in the 
early 1990’s.   The kids 
were, “really upset and con-
stantly arguing.  I realized I 
needed something to teach 
the kids civil behavior.”    

So she purchased three 
rats at a local pet store. 
The kids named them,  
“Terminator, Rambo and some other fero-
cious name.” 

 Because the children would not show kind-
ness to each other...that element of the hu-
man condition was transferred to the rats. 

“While the kids felt it was not cool to be 
nice to each other, they grew to understand 
that animals give them total acceptance.”

The year actually finished quite well,  she 
says.  “These rats were the most loved rats 
ever in room twelve and we have had rats in 
the classroom ever since.”  

Children are constantly bringing their 
teacher injured animals. During one summer 
school, a garter snake was picked up crossing 
the freeway.  Not knowing the gender, the 
teacher  named crawler ‘Jake the Snake.’  

“A month later I walked into the classroom 
and corner of the room looked like the snake 

pit scene in Raiders of 
the Lost Ark.  There were 
baby reptiles, each about 
the size of an ink pen, all 
over mom. I didn’t even 
know she was carrying 
eggs.” 

Sue Pitts hand fed the 
babies all summer and 
then adopted them out.   

One of her two cock-
roaches recently died at 
age of three years...”which 
is a long time in the life 
cycle of the Madagascar 
hissing cockroach,” she 
says.  “I pet them and they 
become very affectionate.   
They hiss when they are 
happy.”

‘Boey’ the boa constric-
tor was a gift from Pitts to her husband Steve 
who had been eying the snake in a local pet 

store. 
It grew from about 18 inches long and 

weighing a pound to seven feet in length 
and 40 pounds. Once ‘Boey’ burned himself 
on a heating rock and received third degree 
burns.  For seven months (the healing process 
for cold-blooded animals is slow), with the 
help of a reptile vet,  the snake had to have 
water injections, soaked nightly to remove 
the dead skin,  and had to be force fed...by 
Sue and Steve. 

Boey would sleep at the bottom of our bed, 
but at 40 pounds he got too big and he is now 
being well cared for at his adoptive home.” 

Pitts emphasizes the importance of clean-
liness in handling the animals.  Lots of soap 
and water. “If the kids touch or hold--- hands 
get washed.”

“And you know,” she says, “Sometimes you 
can tell the inner soul of a person by how 
they react to animals.  I make it very clear to 
the kids: you  treat the animals as you would  
a friend or a member of your family.”

Sabrina Sanchez sports a "gopher snake" necklace.

The one cockroach from Mrs. Pitts sixth 
grade class enjoys being petted. Erik 
Chavez doesn't mind a bit.

Sue Pitts demonstrates to Gilbert Carpintero the technique of cockroach petting.
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 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $5.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate
 Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 

 only • Please call for appointment.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DON’T PAY!

 Regular price  $39.00

 Expires 12-31-05

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 21 00
 +tax Bill, Paul, Dena and Jesse have a combined 75+ years of 

 experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt 
 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

rrs TM

 220 E. Clark, Suite D • “In Old Orcutt” • Santa Maria, CA 93455

 BOB SCHAEFER
 Mortgage Banker & Broker

 Financial Consultant
 rmschaefer@clarionmortgage.com

 r.mschaefer@comcast.net

 ph   805.938.5624
 cell  805.705.4745

 �   32 years lending experience
 �   Solutions personalized to your needs
 �   We get the loan completed as promised
 �   100% Purchase & 100% CASH OUT Refinance

 A Direct Lender
 Purchase and Refinance

 Is your budget out of control?  WE CAN HELP!

With approval earlier this month by the 
Santa Barbara County Planning Commission, 
construction should begin in a year on a fif-
teen home upscale development alongside 
the Orcutt Creek just west of Bradley Road 
“down the dip” south of Clark and north of 
Rice Ranch Road.

The Commission reviewed the project last 
month and expressed concerns about shared 
driveways, street width and the location of 
trails.  In response the developer, Cameron 
Financial Group, made adjustments and the 
project won unanimous approval. The final 
plan allows homes on the 9 acre parcel rang-
ing from 2114 square feet to 3684 square feet; 

Fifteen-Home Development Near Orcutt Creek 
Receives Final Approval

This doesn’t look like a beverage 
section any more.  The former 
Ralph’s market was the site of the  
Orcutt Library Fall Book Sale. 

Library Friends Have Successful Fall Sale  
in Former Ralph’s Building 

“It was our biggest Satur-
day ever.”  The Friends of the 
Orcutt Library held their Fall 
Book Sale in a bigger than 
library sized building, the 
for Ralph’s Market location 
in the Acorn shopping cen-
ter.  Tom Elerding says ‘The 
Friends’ made $3000 over the 
four day sale from November 
9-12. “Biggest opening night 
and Saturday ever,” he says.   
Between 6000 and 8000 
books and other media items 
such as videos, CDs, puzzles 
were offered and 80 percent 

was sold.  
All proceeds benefit the 

enhancement of the Orcutt 
Library in the Oak Knolls 
shopping center. 

Elerding would like to offer 
special thanks to Gary Gross-
man and Susan Pazdan of 
Inland Pacific Builders,  new 
owners of the former Ralph’s 
building and the shopping 
center.   Elerding says Inland 
Pacific allowed use of the 
building and supplied insur-
ance.

twelve of the fifteen homes will be single 
story.  Fourth District Planning Commissioner 
Joe Valencia requested that the developer 
reduce the width of the 40 foot street to 36 
feel so the lot sizes can be about 300 feet 
larger on the south side.  The bike path-trail 
was moved  to the flood plane which allowed 
for larger lots on the northerly side.  Shared 
driveways were eliminated by the reduction 
of one lot.  

With the adjustments, lot sizes will run from 
a quarter of an acre to about three quarters of 
an acre.  “It was a reasonable project before 
the adjustments; now it is a beautiful project,” 
says Valencia.

Seventh and eighth grade students at 
Orcutt, Lakeview, Valley Christian Academy, 
Pacific Christian School, St Louis de Montfort 
or who are home-schooled in Orcutt are 
encouraged to enter the “Driven to Make a 
Difference” community service essay contest 
sponsored by Eddie and Joanne Stanfield 
of Century 21 Hometown Realty in Orcutt.  
"There are terrific teens in the area who give 
throughout the year — helping others, caring 
for the environment, and making their com-
munity a better place to live.  This contest 
is intended to recognize them,” according 
to Stanfield.

The essay question is, “If you had one day to 
do something that would make a difference 
in your community, what would you do and 
why?”  A first place prize of $200 will be 
awarded to a seventh grader and an eighth 
grader.  Essays will be judged on insightful-
ness, creativity and ability to be implemented.  
Essays must be accompanied by an entry 
form and submitted or postmarked no later 
than December 23, 2005.  The decision of the 
judges will be final.

Community Service is the Theme  
for Jr. High Essay Contest

 ST. PETER’S
 EPISCOPAL      CHURCH

 established in 1897

 402 S. Lincoln St.
 Santa Maria

 922-3575

 Sunday Worship 8:00 am & 10:00 am
 Sunday School & Nursery Care at 10:00 am

 Wednesday Healing Service 10:00 am
 Holy Communion at All Services

 “ALL ARE WELCOME
 AT THE TABLE OF THE LORD”

 Dr. David Hensiek
 Chiropractor

 235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
 (805) 937-2015 • Fax (805)  937-2016

 New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
 Backflow Testing/Repairs

 Lic. 823283 Jeremy Griffin

 (805) 934-1949
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 SALE~SALE~SALE
 Best Prices of the Season!

 Nostalgic’s
 Inc.

 Chimney-Fireplace-Solar
 837-B W. Century • 934-4665

 www.nostalgicsinc.com
 Certified, Insured  Lic. #676518

 LARGEST SHOWROOM FLOOR ON THE CENTRAL COAST 
 WITH OVER 50 STOVES & INSERTS ON DISPLAY

 We have over 80 stoves in stock, ranging from discontinued 
 discounted models to the latest technology upgraded models.

 SAVE $200 - $400
 On selected models

 CHIMNEY CLEANING
 $10 OFF

 Keep your family safe! Fire departments 
 recommend yearly fireplace inspections.

 $25 OFF ALL
 GAS LOGS

 Many sizes and styles to choose from.
 In Stock

 West McCoy

 West Betteravia Rd.

 W. Century

 S. 
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 A HearthStone stove is more than just a practical way to 
 warm your home, it’s often the centerpiece of a room as well.

 Wood, Gas & Pellet Stove & Inserts
 Zero Clearance Fireplaces

 Gas Logs - Glass Doors - Screens
 Chimney Caps - Accessories

 NEW CONSTRUCTION
 REMODELS - REFACING

 We’ll help you choose the system 
 that works best for you!

 Quality and craftsmanship from the leader 
 of the finest home comfort solutions.

 If you love the look and coziness of a wood fire but do not have 
 the time or desire to handle wood, then consider one of the 

 beautiful gas burning appliances from Avalon.

 Lennox

“My child is having trouble making friends.  
What should I do?”

Every so often, teachers and principals in 
the Orcutt Union School District receive this 
question from concerned parents.  This is an 
important topic for us, because we want each 
of our students to grow and develop socially 
as well as academically.

By and large, most students in our district 
socialize quickly and easily.  For some, how-
ever, making friends is a little more difficult.  
What follows is a description of some ways 
we help these students meet peers, build 
relationships, and gain social acceptance.

From kindergarten through sixth grade, 
the classroom teacher plays a pivotal role in 
children’s social development.  Our teach-
ers are aware of the social climate in their 
classrooms and on the playground, and they 
work hard to teach students how to coop-

erate and function as a team.  Our teachers 
routinely group students with a variety of 
other students.  When needed, teachers also 
can play “matchmaker”, assigning a child to 
sit next to or work with children who are 
potential friends.

Also significant are the programs we 
have available on campus to bring students 
together.  During school hours, our elemen-
tary schools have clubs and lunchtime 
sports activities; these are especially helpful 
for students in fourth grade and up.  After 
school, we have enrichment classes, sports, 
and academic activities that have students 
interacting with peers.  Our district’s Campus 
Connection childcare program is another 
asset.  Although its purpose is before- and 
after-school childcare, Campus Connection 
is a great environment for children to make 
friends.

Elementary-aged children can benefit 
greatly from after-school activities or sports 
that include potential friends at their grade 
level.  Here, the Santa Maria Valley excels.  This 

area is blessed with team sports, individual 
sports, clubs, and other extracurricular activi-
ties in which children can participate.  The 
key for parents is to identify an endeavor 
that includes potential friends from their 
child’s school.  This way, an after-school ac-
quaintance can blossom into a full-fledged 
friendship.

Friendships are easier to form on a one-
to-one basis, so it pays for parents to set up 
“play dates” with their child and a potential 
friend.  To accomplish this, parents need 
to meet other parents first, and school is 
the perfect setting.  Classroom teachers 
sometimes can facilitate a meeting between 
parents of potential friends.  We also have 
had many parents become acquainted with 
each other through classroom volunteering, 
involvement with the PTA, going on a class 
field trip, or seeing each other at a school 
function.

In junior high school, students are at a time 
in their lives where friendships and peer ac-
ceptance are critical.  Here, when students 

have difficulty bonding with others, our 
teachers and administrators work behind the 
scenes to encourage and nurture friendships.  
This may include a different seating assign-
ment in homeroom, advice on where to sit 
in the cafeteria, and encouragement to join a 
school activity or club.  At this age level, we 
have had our best success when we avoid 
forcing the issue.

The bottom line in all of this is that the 
educators in our school district are very 
attuned to the importance of our students’ 
social development.  Yes, our children are 
achieving and making progress academically.  
But we always will remember what it means 
to a child to be greeted at school by the smil-
ing face of a friend.

Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contact-
ed by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail at 
smcholland@orcutt-schools.net, or by mail 
c/o Orcutt Union School District, 501 Dyer 
Street, P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt, CA 93457.

Our Mission: A Friend for Everyone 
Orcutt Schools Update 

By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent, Orcutt Union School District 

 (805) 934-4429
 127-A E. Clark Ave
 Old Town Orcutt

 Kay Flagg, 
 Owner

 Sheila Gibilisco
 Owner

 130 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt
 Call for your appointment today.

 934-8682
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As the days grow shorter we know that the 
Fall sports season is drawing to a close.  Over 
270 students turned out for Boys’ Water Polo, 
Cross Country, Football, Golf, Tennis, and Volley-
ball combined.  Two teams – Boys’ Water Polo 
and Golf – advanced to CIF competition.  Of the 
270 student athletes, 176 were freshmen and 
sophomores.  We appreciate the commitment 
made by 24 coaches whose long hours pro-
vided our students with a positive and healthy 
way to spend their afternoons and weekends.  
The Booster Club is a big help as well. “The 
Boosters raise money for our students; that 
helps fund our programs,” stated Eric Albright, 
Athletic Director.  

Our first school play, Afraid of the Dark,  
opened Nov. 10th  with four shows.  The nine 
cast members represent all grade levels and the 
play is directed by Rob Paulus.  I invite you to 
attend our Winter Concerts as well. The Band 
Concert is Dec. 1 at Pacific Christian Center.  
The Choir Concert location and time are to 
be determined.

The Righetti FFA welcomed 163 new mem-
bers at their Greenhands Banquet.  Students 
qualify for Greenhand, FFA’s first degree, by 

passing a test on FFA history, memorizing 
the FFA creed, code of ethics, and motto, and 
completing community service. Kudos to our 
four FFA advisors, Jim English, Melissa Flory, 
Guillermo Guerra and Miguel Guerra who 
provide over 500 Righetti FFA students an op-
portunity to learn about agriculture, and more 
importantly, about themselves.  

Our ASB students have been busy collecting 
food for the holidays as part of their annual 
Canned Food Drive.  Also, our ASB students have 
been helping with campus beautification by 
picking up parking lot trash one morning each 
week.  Additionally, when they see their fellow 
students dropping trash, they are personally 
stopping them and  asking them to keep our 
campus clean. 

Our first semester ends Dec. 16th and our 
students will be taking their semester finals Dec. 
13-16.  The school day will end at 12:15 during 
finals week.  Our Winter Break will be Dec. 19 
through Jan. 9.  Students will return to school 
on January 10, 2006.  As you can see we have 
been busy during the month of November and 
look forward to a restful Winter Break. 

Righetti High Update
 by Catherine Ulrich, Principal

 Providing Urgent, 
 Primary & Industrial 

 Medicine

 (805) 922-0561
 Located in the Ross Shopping Center • 340 East Betteravia Rd, Suite C • Santa Maria

 All Major Credit Cards & Checks Accepted • Serving the Santa Maria Valley for 20 Years

 No Appointment Necessary • Open Evenings and Saturdays
 Accepting New Patients for Primary Care Services

 • Family Medicine (Colds, flu, asthma, minor injuries & diabetes management) 
 • Women’s Health • Sports Medicine 

 • Treatment of Industrial Injuries • Employment Physicals
 Accepts most major insurance plans, including: 

 Beech Street, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Health Net, Medicare, United Healthcare

 Physician Always On Duty • Open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Saturdays 9am-5pm

 Terry Dworaczyk, MS, CFP®
 Financial Advisor
 2605 South Miller Ste. 108
 Santa Maria, CA 93455
 (805) 938-9724
 CA  Lic. 0B52276

 Financial Advisory services available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member NASD and SI PC.

 Financial advice for:
 • Retirement  • Small Business Owners

 YOUR HONEST AUTO CARE CENTER FOR ALL YOUR TRAVELS

 Alignments, Brakes, 
 Smogs, Tune-ups and More

 1021 S. Blosser Rd. • Santa Maria • 928-8646

 Inspection &
 Repair Station
 $15 Pre-Test

 Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM
 Saturday 9AM-2PM

 Se Habla
 Español

 W. Main St.

 B
losser

 Stowell

 Craig

 $ 29 95
 SMOG CHECK

 +8.25 Certificate
 75¢ Transmission

 Not to be combined with any other offers. Please present 
 coupon while order is being written up. Expires 12-14-05.

"It's About Time" for Changes
Regarding the changes made to Old Town 

Orcutt and the revitalization plans: I have 
lived in Santa Maria for about 30 years, mi-
nus my years away at college and when my 
husband and I were first married and lived 
and worked in the Bay area. When my family 
first came to this area in the late 1970’s, plans 
were well under way to demolish anything 
with history, character or personality in the 
downtown area. The portions of Broadway 
and Main which were once conducive to 
strolling, eating a meal and catching a movie 
were torn down to erect the mall(s). The 
Haslam family (purveyors of the Haslam Pant 
Shack which was, of course, THE best place to 
buy my 501 jeans) had to fight tooth and nail 
at one point to keep their building standing 
as the city did not think it worth the bother 
to have the older building retrofitted to be 
earthquake safe even though the family was 
willing to do what it took to preserve the 
building. 

Without a quaint central hub for walking, 
dining, shopping and enjoying leisure time, 
my family often winds up in neighboring cit-
ies such as Arroyo Grande, San Luis Obispo, 
Los Olivos or State Street in Santa Barbara 
spending our time and money and regret-
ting that there is no such place in the Santa 
Maria Valley. We have family in other Califor-
nia towns and I have spent a good deal of 
time traveling to other similar-sized towns 
throughout the country. I have to say that 
this is the most poorly planned city I have 
seen! It has become a pit stop for chain res-
taurants and Big Box stores. These serve their 

purpose, mind you, and I am one of Costco’s 
biggest fans. However, such places offer no 
respite for those times when one just wants 
to relax, stroll a pedestrian friendly sidewalk 
and smell the flowers (or at least the bou-
quet of a nice glass of wine!). I believe the 
irreversible damage was done to downtown 
Santa Maria thirty years ago and that there is 
no going back. 

Now, the residents of Orcutt have a group 
of people with vision and passion who are 
working to create a place the community can 
truly enjoy in Old Town Orcutt. While change 
is a tough pill to swallow for some people, 
the overwhelming majority of us welcome 
an inviting atmosphere with some imagina-
tion and esthetic value. We are all breathing 
a collective “FINALLY”! 

These changes are not meant to serve tour-
ists, as the few dissenters seem to say, they 
are for all of the people in this area who 
want a good reason to stay home and enjoy 
their own community! To those who live a 
stone’s throw away and are complaining, why 
on earth wouldn’t you want an area within 
walking distance that is both beautiful and 
functional? You will benefit the most! As for 
the changes already made, perhaps we can all 
agree to drive more slowly on Clark, since this 
seems to be a major concern, and just enjoy 
the positive improvements. Can anyone deny 
that the Flagg Construction improvements 
to The Country Kitchen are a sight for sore 
eyes?! Creating a place for Orcutt/Santa Maria 
residents to finally be proud of is absolutely 
no reason to be divisive. Those of us who are 
excited for change are all long-time residents 
who say “halleluiah” and “it’s about time“!

Kirsten Spallino

Letters to the Editor

continued next page



7Orcutt Pioneer ~ November 30, 2005OP

Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 3470 Orcutt Road
 Evergreen Shopping Center

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $9.00 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out! ($10.50 if delivered) 

 No Coupon Needed!

 Creative Property Management Creative Property Management
 Leigh Marchant

 Two Bedroom, One Bath unit refurbished in 
 Old Orcutt. $1150 plus deposit

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Gorgeous Foxenwood Condo. Vacant and 

 ready to move into $1450 + deposit.

 (805) 934-4213

 If it looks like a rental,  If it looks like a rental, 
 we’re probably not managing it! we’re probably not managing it!

 400 E. Clark Ave, Suite B, Orcutt

 For professional, competent property management, call us. We 
 specialize in the Orcutt area providing full services or placement 

 only. Lowest fees in town. Each home is treated like our own.

 “There’s No Place Like Home”
 (805) 934-3369

 1140 East Clark Suite 170, 
 Albertson’s Shopping Center

 For all your real estate needs please 
 call Sue at 805-451-2774. As an 

 award winning, caring and 
 experienced agent since 1977, she 
 has the ‘desire and know how’ to 

 accomplish all your real estate goals. 

 (805) 934-3369 Office 471-2774 Cell

 C A N Y O N  P A C I F I C  M O R T G A G E

 9 2 5 - 4 4 2 4  o f f i c e  •  6 8 0 - 0 9 8 8  c e l l
 17 5 0  S o u t h  B r o a d w a y ,  S u i t e  H ,  S a n t a  M a r i a ,  C A  9 3 4 5 4

 Craig Noble

 • Purchase or Refinance Loans 
 • Cashout •100% financing • First Time Home Buyer 
 • Conventional-FHA-V.A.-PERS • Fixed-ARM & Interest Only

 L i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  C a l i f .  D e p t .  o f  R e a l  E s t a t e  &  t h e  D e p t .  o f  C o r p o r a t i o n s

 Sun. Worship 10 AM
 Sun. School & Bible Class 9 AM

 4465 S. Blosser Road
 north of Clark Ave in Old Orcutt

 937-0339

 STAR 
 OF 

 BETHLEHEM
 LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH

 HOLDING OUT THE WORD OF LIFE

 BIBLE-BASED

 The Victorian
 Stained Glass Works

 (805) 937-8234
 125 W. Clark 

 (Old Orcutt Trade Center)

 Where Glass is an Art!
 Custom Designed Windows

 Retail Sale of Glass,
 Tools & Supplies

 Gifts for Home & Garden
 Repairs & Instruction

Who is OTORA?  
Where did they come from and how did 

they get in the position to tell everyone what 
they were going to do to Old Orcutt.  I wish 
they would list the people that are on this 
committee and the street they live on.  Not 
their address just the street.

I think one of the problems with this re-
vitalization is all of a sudden some people 
made up a committee and TOLD the residents 
what THEY were going to do.  NOT asking 
the residents what they wanted first but 
TELLING them.  I must say they are not very 
tactful if they want people to go a long with 
them, which I think will be a fight changing 
our streets and OUR town.

I do not like the way they have Clark Av-
enue, when you come under the underpass 
and try and go straight someone invariably 
cuts you off trying to get there first.  Then 
if you are going east on Clark some of side 
streets you can’t tell if there is anyone in the 
crosswalk.  Down in front of Elmer’s and 
Kay’s Country Kitchen (which is very nice) 
you have people trying to back out of their 
parking space and if they are on the wrong 
side of a big pickup or SUV they can’t see 
what’s coming and you can’t see them back-
ing up.

One more thing, please get rid of the “Horse 
Troughs”.  The flowers are dying and they are 
way overgrown.  IF you have to put some-
thing in  someone’s driveway why not make 
it out of redwood, it would look much nicer.  
But then, have someone take care of them. 

I pity the people that live in Southpoint, if 

they try and come out on the frontage road 
onto Clark, that’s almost impossible.  If they 
try and come out the back way onto Broad-
way they could very well get hit because you 
can’t see past the trees, shrubs and wall. So be 
a neighbor (if you are) and let us know who 
you are and what  street you live on.

I live on North Broadway and I sure don’t 
want any center dividers here. Please!! no 
horse troughs either.

Shirley Hartwell

Supporting Old Orcutt’s Proposed 
Western Lighting and Streetscape 

Orcutt has a rich and colorful past that has 
finally made its revitalization a top county 
government priority. But this top priority 
has not come easily. Through the years, Old 
Orcutt has been in and out of North County 
4th and 5th districts as it has slumbered as 
a low priority at  the hands of a string of 
local county supervisors. Zoning problems, 
excessive fees, lack of parking and drainage 
problems have made it economically imprac-
tical to develop may of the small 50-foot lots 
with attractive western buildings. Despite 
rezoning more that 20 years ago to encourage 
development with a Western theme on Clark 
Avenue progress has been minimal. Today, we 
see a spark of activity thanks to the long and 
hard efforts of the Old Town Orcutt Revital-
ization Association.

This diverse group, composed of local Old 
Orcutt residential owners, commercial prop-
erty owners, history buffs, business owners 
and interested citizens is brought together 
by their common love of the rich colorful 
history of Old Town Orcutt and its historic 
predecessor, La Graciosa.  Just a glimpse 
into this past explains their love of the Old 

Town area.
Many of us are aware of the Orcutt oil 

boom of the 1900?s that has continued until 
today, but few of us are aware of Old Orcutt’s 
predecessor, the frontier town of La Graciosa 
with its stage coaches, outlaws, and frontier 
justice.

Historical records and a book by Bob Nel-
son called “Old Town Orcutt” point out that 
La Graciosa opened, not far from the center 
of Old Orcutt today, as a trading center in 
1863 run by former Irish soldier, Don Patrico 
O’Neill. By 1870 the community had 370 in-
habitants living in shanties that surrounded 
the saloon that doubled as a school, court-
house and post office.

The justice of the peace who had jurisdic-
tion from the Santa Maria River to Santa 
Barbara used the saloon as a part time court 
room and hats and other disruptions were 
not allowed. Fines were frequently forgiven 
if the offender bought a round of drinks for 
all. Orcutt’s forerunner, like other western 
towns, had its share of homicides between 
drinkers and arguing cattlemen.

Famous outlaw Solomon Pico inhabited 
Solomon Peak, the flat mountain top in the 
Orcutt Hills behind Old Orcutt. Pico could 
see travelers as they came across the dusty 
Santa Maria Valley.  Many ambushes occurred 
as they slowed to come up Solomon grade.

La Graciosa faded to a memory in 1877 
after a land dispute, but in 1901 William 
Warren Orcutt arrived in the area using the 
unproven methods of Geology to map out 
the area’s oil fields. He confidently mapped 
out the town of Orcutt to serve as a supply 
base. In 1904 he was proven right when “Old 
Maud”, an oil gusher, produced a million bar-
rels of oil in the first 100 days. By 1906 Orcutt 

was a bigger trading center than Santa Maria. 
Cattle were still driven down Clark Avenue 
to the rail center and both cowboys and oil 
workers bellied up to the bars and the boom 
attracted prostitutes, many saloons, drinking 
and gambling. Slowly over the years, the town 
has tamed.  The Old Orcutt’s Revitalization 
Association has an impressive vision for Old 
Orcutt  that needs to be fulfilled. They are 
working to capture the rich and colorful 
historical character in the revitalization of 
the commercial center of this important 
Central Coast asset. When fulfilled it should 
be a Central Coast asset that we can all visit 
and appreciate. Old Orcutt has the potential 
to become a pedestrian-friendly, western-style 
trading and cultural center with many small 
shops, restaurants and a creek-side park that 
will encourage people to slow down and 
enjoy life.The Association’s president, Burto 
Van Veen, and board of directors have spent 
endless hours working with the county to 
iron out long standing zoning issues. This 
accomplished it is now time to discuss beau-
tification in the form of western streetscape 
and lighting along Clark and Broadway. Let 
us all work together to continue Orcutt’s 
journey.

Ken McCalip 

continued from previous page

Letters to the Editor

The Orcutt Pioneer encourages reader in-
put in your community. The editor reserves 
the right to edit for clarity or to fit space 
available. Submit your letters via email to 
orcuttpioneer@yahoo.com. Please include 
'To the Editor' in the subject line. Or mail 
them to: Letters to the Editor, 4620 Via Nina, 
Orcutt, 93455. 
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Introducing…

The Perfect Gift
Catholic Gifts, Art, Devotionals,

and Literature
350-B East Clark Avenue, Old Town Orcutt

(On the Corner of Gray and Clark Avenue)

“Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty.
Who was, Who is, and Who is to come…”

Open Tuesday through Saturday
 from 10:oo a.m. ‘till 6:oo p.m.

!
Come and find

“The Perfect Gift”
 for you and your loved ones this Holy Christmas Season!

 Mary Ann Wright
 “Bringing people home since 1977”

 “There’s No Place Like Home”

 Mary Ann Wright, REALTOR ®

 Office: 805-934-3476
 Cellular: 805-331-0995

 maryann.wright@gte.net

 Your home may be worth 
 more than you think!

 For a Free Market Analysis
 visit my website at 

 www.maryannwright.com

 Ask me 
 about our 

 1% program!

 Tuscan Sun Tuscan Sun
 Day Spa & Salon Day Spa & Salon

 Welcoming a Wonderful Team! Welcoming a Wonderful Team!
 Linda Ruggerio Linda Ruggerio

 Specializing in Facials, Waxing, Nails & Microdermabrasion Specializing in Facials, Waxing, Nails & Microdermabrasion
 Kerri Pacheco Kerri Pacheco

 Specializing in Color, Cutting, Perms, Yuko & Chi Chemical Straightening Specializing in Color, Cutting, Perms, Yuko & Chi Chemical Straightening
 Scottie Moore Scottie Moore

 Paul Mitchell Associate and Color Specialist Paul Mitchell Associate and Color Specialist
 Alexandra Silveira Alexandra Silveira

 Specializing in Color,  Design, Cutting, Updos Specializing in Color,  Design, Cutting, Updos

 937-2222 937-2222  200 Union Ave • Old Town Orcutt 200 Union Ave • Old Town Orcutt
 Across from the Post Office Across from the Post Office

“Community Celebration of the Nativity” is 
planned at the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter day-Saints (Mormon) chapel on Oak Knoll 
Road across from Ralph Dunlap school.  

"We receive nativities from judges, mayors, 
supervisors and from people who enjoy 
displaying their creches from Russia, China, 
native America, from all over the world. 
We receive nativities from judges, mayors, 
supervisors and from people who enjoy 
displaying their creches from Russia, China, 
native America, from all over the world,” says 
event coordinator, Mike Spears.  “Last Christ-
mas about 250 beautiful nativities filled the 
church.”    

Along with the display of creches, there 
will be Christmas music performances by 

On Saturday, December 10th from 12-4pm 
and after the Christmas parade in Old Or-
cutt, the David Ryan Gallery at 205 E. Clark 
Ave will host a “Toys for Tots Fine Wine and 
Art Event.”  The Marine Corps will serve fine 
wines, Custom Bar B-Qs will serve BBQ and 
David Ryan Gallery will provide the art with 
proceeds  to benefit Toys for Tots.  The ticket 
price is the donation of a new, unwrapped 
toy with a value of at least $10.  Toys will be 
donated to Toys for Tots.  Toys can also be 
drop off at the Gallery during business hours 
until December 15th.   Call Mike Smith at 
934-0739 for more information.

15th Annual Celebration of the Nativity 
December 10-11 at Orcutt LDS Church

Saint Luis de Montfort and Ralph Dunlap 
Elementary schools, Righetti Madrigals led 
by Denise Paulus, Saint Andrews Bell Choir, 
Central City Chordsmen, ‘Joyful Sound’ di-
rected by Nancy Boone and the  Santa Maria 
LDS stake choir. 

On the chapel lawn will be a live nativity 
with Mary, Joseph, sheep and all. Spears says 
this is the 15th year of the nativity celebra-
tion and draws about a thousand people. “It’s 
a great way to put you in the mood for the 
holidays,” he says.

The “Celebration of the Nativity” will be  
Saturday and Sunday,  December 10-11.  Mu-
sical performances begin at 7:00pm.  The 
public is invited, and refreshments will be 

Toys for Tots BBQ at David Ryan Gallery
This event is sponsored by David Ryan Gal-

lery, the Firestone Winery, the Santa Maria A’s 
Model A Ford Club, Custom Bar B-Qs, Marine 
Corps League, Central Coast, Detachment # 
680, Marine Corps Reserve & Local Marine 
Corps Recruiter.  

The U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for 
Tots Program is one of the nation’s flagship 
Christmas charitable endeavors and the part 
of the U.S. Marine Corps’ community action 
program. Over the past 58 years, U.S. Marines 
have distributed over 332.5 million new toys 
to 158.7 million needy children throughout 
the nation.
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Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
Bus: 805-937-7275
mike.spears.b8gf@statefarm.com

 Phone: (805) 934-8607 • Voice Mail: (805) 349-1530 • Fax: (805) 934-3059
 1157 E. Clark Ave. Ste.G • Santa Maria, CA 93455 • email: michelle@mainstreamfinancial.com

 Michelle Kelly Leachman, Mortgage Loan Manager

 PREFERRED PROPERTIES
 Offices Independently Owned

 Vickey Dooley
 4869 S. Bradley B6

 Orcutt, CA 93455
 Acorn Shopping Center
 Office (805) 922-0660

 Buying?  Selling?
 Call Vickey at 451-2194 

 To list your homes, 
 or for current listings.

 2218 S. Thornburg
 Santa Maria, CA 93455

 (805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

 Where the 
 Pavement Ends 

 and the West Begins!
 Serving the West Since 1958

 899 Guadalupe Street,
 Guadalupe, CA 93434

 Reservation Hotline

 (805) 343-2211

This column is taken from, From Boom 
Town to Bedroom Community: A History 
of Orcutt, California, 1904-1982, by Sally 
L. Simon.  Copies can be purchased at The 
Loading Dock, Company’s Coming, OTORA 
and the Santa Maria Historical Society.

Orcutt experienced its heyday between 
1904 and 1920, becoming a larger trading 
center than Santa Maria.  By 1906, the town 
had two general stores, a furnishing store, a 
millinery shop, a vegetable and fruit market, 
a meat market, an ice cream parlor,  two res-
taurants, a hotel, three saloons, two barber 
shops, a livery stable, a blacksmith shop, a 
post office, a shoe store, three oil well sup-
ply companies, a railway depot and siding, 
the Union Oil Company headquarters and 
the offices of the local Standard Oil Com-
pany operations. James F. Forbes built the 
first store in Orcutt, part of which consisted 
of the old Graciosa school, which he had 
moved from the southwest corner of Clark 
Avenue and Marcum Street to his property 
on the southwest corner of Clark Avenue and 
Broadway. The entire structure, however, was 
de-stroyed by fire in 1910. In fact, most of the 
commercial structures constructed during 
Orcutt’s initial period of development were 
in later years destroyed by fire or torn down. 
According to Adelina Phillips, descendant of 
the pioneer Marcum family and longtime 
Orcutt area resident, the only commercial 
building remaining is the Commercial Hotel. 
It was built in 1905 and operated by mem-
bers of the Marcum family. During the early 
development period, the town’s residential 
area also grew. Twitchell’s Addition was laid 
out north of the original town; that is, on the 
north side of Clark Avenue. Gray’s Division 

Orcutt’s Heydey at the Turn of the Century
was just east of First Street. Longtime Orcutt 
residents maintain that some of the original 
homes built in these sections of town are 
still in use. By 1921, the town had grown to 
include a hospital, a bank, a reading room 
and branch library, a church, a school, three 
garages and filling stations, and two dance 
halls. The locally prominent Orcutt Mer-
cantile was built in 1911 on the southwest 
corner of Clark Avenue and Broadway, after 
James F. Forbes’ first store was destroyed. A 
landmark in Orcutt for many years, it too 
burned down in 1959. The first official Orcutt 
School, a two-room, wooden structure, was 
located on the north side of the 300 block 
of Clark Avenue. It was torn down in the 
early 1920s. However, the hospital, church, 
and bank buildings are still standing. While 
many people lived and worked in the town, 
a large population center also developed in 
the hills to the south. Oil workers’ camps 
were established among the derricks on the 
hillsides. Workers and their families lived 
there for years, first in “tent cities” and later 
in cottages. Many of the houses were built 
by the Union Oil Company employees. The 
population in the hills was large enough to 
require the forma-tion of three additional 
school districts between 1904 and 1908. The 
Bicknell and Careaga districts, established in 
1904, were south of the Graciosa Ridge. The 
Newlove School District, established in 1908, 
was located on Union Oil Company prop-erty 
on Newlove Hill (now called Orcutt Hill) just 
southeast of Old Town Orcutt. The school 
constructed by the district is the only early 
school building remaining in the Orcutt area. 
A large, two-room structure, it is used today 
for community gatherings.

     Public services in the Orcutt area were 
fairly primitive in the boom years. There was 
no public sewer, electricity, or fire protection 
in the town until the 1920s. Roads were 
unpaved for many years. The main oiled 
County road, laid out in 1861, came up from 
Santa Barbara, passed through Los Alamos, 
ran westward, down the San Antonio Valley 
and turned northward through the Graciosa 
Pass. The road veered right to turn into Or-
cutt (where it was called Clark Avenue), pro-
ceeded through the heart of town, and then 
turned left to continue running northward 
toward Santa Maria. It was taken into the state 
highway system in 1909 and renumbered 
Route 2, but no improvements were made 
until 1915. The road was also a segment of 
the main San Francisco-to-San Diego coastal 
highway. Travelers stopped to eat and rest in 
Orcutt; their patronage was important to the 
local economy for many years.

Water was supplied from several private 
sources. Union Oil had its own water com-
pany which served the people on the hill 
and in the town, south of Clark Avenue. The 
Twitchell family, which originally owned 
much of the land north of Clark Avenue, 
supplied water to residents living in that 
section of town for many years. Those liv-
ing outside of the area served by those two 
sources provided water for themselves from 
their own wells.  Fires were a severe problem 
in the early days because of the widespread 
use of wood in construction and reliance 
upon kerosene lanterns and gas stoves. Build-
ings that caught fire were totally destroyed. 
Residents simply concentrated their efforts 
on removing belongings from the burning 
structure and on pre-venting the spread of 
the fire.46

Union Oil Company first sold natural gas 

to Orcutt’s residents and later the Santa 
Maria Oil and Gas Company provided gas to 
the town. In 1928, the latter company was 
acquired by Pacific Lighting Corporation, 
but it continued to operate independently 
until 1941. It was then merged with another 
Pacific Lighting subsidiary, Southern Counties 
Gas Company. In 1970, Southern Counties 
was merged with yet another Pacific Lighting 
subsid-iary, Southern California Gas Company, 
which now serves the Orcutt area.

Policing, for the most part, was left to the 
Town Constable. The County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment came into Orcutt only if a particular 
situation was especially difficult to handle. 
Then, according to Willard Forbes, son of 
Orcutt’s first merchant, the Sheriff would 
“come up and arrest people for gambling 
and they’d arrest the prostitutes too, if they 
could catch them.” As a boom town, early 
Orcutt saw its share of drinking, gambling, 
and carousing.

Petroleum development gave Orcutt its 
reason for being and business was brisk. Oil 
production rose from 95,000 barrels per year 
in 1902 to 3,742,249 barrels annually by the 
middle of 1920. While small oil companies 
continued operating in the area, Union Oil 
Company was by far the largest operation. 
It was the major employer and consumer of 
materials and supplies, pro-viding income 
for local farmers, ranchers, and contractors 
as well as oil field workers. Then, in the 
years 1914-1918, the First World War gave 
a strong new push to the already thriving 
local economy. More oil workers arrived to 
increase production in response to wartime 
demands. Farmers also prospered during the 
war, for the price of beans and grains rose. 
However, this was a boom that could only 
be temporary.

 Orcutt
 Christian
 Church

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Bible School 9:00 AM

 Morning Worship 10:15 AM
 Holy Communion Every Sunday

 BIBLE STUDIES:
 Monday Evening 7:00 PM
 Tuesday Evening 6:00 PM

 Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 PM

 Dr. Archie Miller, Pastor
 937-1641

 204 Patterson Rd., Orcutt
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Special Events
Bookworm, 230 K East Betteravia, is hosting a Holiday 

Celebration Saturday, December 10, 1-4pm with paint-
ings and poetry by Michael Corob, photographs by Cathy 
L. Gregg and artwork by western artist Jackie Seaman.   
Native American flute music by Reverand Rob Morgan.    
Refreshments and prize drawings for signed books and 
certificates.  Bookwork buys and sells and trades used 
books.      For more info call 922-4282.

The Lompoc Pops orchestra will perform its annual 
holiday concert slated for Sunday afternoon at 4:40pm 
December 4, at Trinity Church at 500 E. North in Lompoc.     
The program is jammed with seasonal favorites with an 
appearance by the Crestview Children’s Choir.  Conclud-
ing the event will be a holiday ‘sing- A- long.’  Prices are 
14.00 adullts; 5.00 for children.  For further call Connie 
Barlow at 733-0431. 

Christian non-profits are invited to participate in 
Threshold Ministries www.tmihope.org second annual 
Alternative and World Gift Market to be held on Saturday, 
December 3, 2005. The market will be held indoors at 
Orcutt Presbyterian Church from 10:00-2:00. We held 
a very successful event last year and we are anticipat-
ing a great turn out for this years market.  Spaces are 
limited and will be filled on a first come first served 
basis. For more information please contact Tammy at 
TMIHope_missionmarket@msn.com

MOMS for Baby Austyn Walk and Silent Auction at 
the Loading Dock in Old Orcutt, Saturday, December 
3.  Registration for walk 9-10 am  Walk starts at 10 AM  
Silent Auction will start immediately following the walk at 
11am to 4 pm sponsored by the Orcutt and Santa Maria 
MOMS Club to benefit Baby Austyn Bence who has a rare 
genetic bone disorder called malignant infantile onset 
osteopetrosis (MIOP) .  If you would like to participate 
in the walk , make a donation, or to donate to the Silent 
Auction, please contact Danielle Rivera at 938-0751 or 
email momsforbabyaustyn.com.

Preschool children’s story time at Orcutt Library for 
children 3 – 5 on Tuesdays at 10:30 and Wednesdays at 
11:30.  The current story time runs through Dec. 14th and 
will start up again in January.  Pre-registration is required.  
Info: 937-3508 or stop by the Orcutt library.

Volunteers Needed at Domestic Violence Solutions 
40 hour Domestic Violence Advocate, info: Yvonne 
928-8701.

CSA United is looking for extra dedicated soccer 
players to join our team.  Open try-outs are Tuesday 
and Thursday from 3:30pm to 5pm at Hancock college.  
For more information on CSA United please e-mail 
mmcnulty1@comcast.net or check out our web site at 
eteams.com/smiso.

Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt Camping, 
hiking, lots of outdoor activities. Family oriented pack. 
Siblings are invited! Join the fun of the most exciting 
Cub Scout pack around. Contact Cub Master Ray Fear 
345-9615 or Fred Carbone for more information e-mail: 
drfredcarbone@cs.com Check out Pack93’s Website  
http://lospadrespack93.tripod.com/

Monthly or Weekly Events
   All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior Center, 420 

East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second Saturday of each 
month  8 – 10 am:.  Adults $3.50, Children $2.00

Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters Of The 
American Revolution meeting on the second Saturday of 
each month, 10:30am. Info:  934-4438

 Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm to 
9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.  Everyone is 
invited to come and listen and male singers to participate.   
Info:  934-0399. 

Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs; Knollwood Village 
Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  Systems “SIG” starts at 
5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG” at 6 PM Business meeting 
at 7 PM. on the third Tuesday of each month. Visitors are 
welcome. Info: Spence 938-0217

Cub Scout Pack 93 Recycling Fundraiser at HSS 
Recycling Center. Take to HSS your aluminum cans, 
glass bottles, plastic bottles (coded #1 & #2 plastics), 
newspaper, corrugated cardboard, vehicle batteries, and 
used motor oil. Tell HSS you are donating the proceeds 
to PACK 93! HSS is located at 1850 West Betteravia Road, 
Santa Maria. Hours: M-Sat. 8-5. For more info:”Recycling 
Ron” 614-1132.

50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis de 
Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, Second Thursday 
of each month 11:30am for community news and potluck 
lunch.  Info:  937-3119.

Flea Market at The Loading Dock, 315 S. Broadway, Old 
Orcutt, rain cancels on the first Saturday of each month:   
Info on booth rental or other:  934-3471

Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny Hills Mobile 
Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. Clark, Orcutt on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month 4:30pm.  Info: 934-8325

Job’s Daughters is an organization for young women 
ages 10 - 20 that teaches leadership, self-confidence, 
fundraising and philanthropic activities, friendship and 

respect for people and cultures and has over 20,000 
members in the USA; Canada; Australia; the Philippines 
and Brazil.  For a girl to qualify, she must have a Masonic 
relationship.  Assistance is offered to identify the Masonic 
relationship.  Info: Pat Cuthbertson, Bethel Guardian, at 
937-0838.

Ladies of American Legion Auxiliary meeting, Post 534 
on the third Wednesday of each month in Old Orcutt at 
the Post.

La Leche League monthly meeting.  Open to all moth-
ers with breastfeeding/parenting ideas to share held on 
the third Wednesday of each month 10am  Non-affili-
ated meeting at Lutheran Church of our Savior, 4725 S. 
Bradley Rd. 

Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS Senior Center, 
420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt on the second Friday of 
each month at 7:30 pm.  Info: 937-8828.  Everyone 
welcome.

Natural History Museum Santa Maria 412 South 
McClelland, Santa Maria. 614-0806 Hours: Wed and 
Friday Noon-3PM Saturday 11-4PM Free Admission.  
Donations gratefully accepted.  The Museum offers free 
school tours.

Newcomers Club of Santa Maria Valley luncheon on the 
second Wednesday of each month Info: 934-2627

Orcutt MOMS Club is dedicated to supporting stay-at-
home and part-time working moms who are looking for 
exciting and fun things to do with their small children.  
Info:  Maritza 937-2776

Orcutt Area Advisory Group. Mid-State Bank and Trust, 
1110 East Clark Avenue on the fourth Monday of each 
month at 7:30 pm  Guests are always welcome.  Info: 
937-1861

Orcutt Garden Club Meeting, Pollinger Hall at Oak 
Knolls Haven 4845 S. Bradley Rd. Second Monday of 
each month  7pm:   Gardeners welcome!

Orcutt Lions Club Meeting.  Hospitality, Dinner on 
the first & third Wednesday of each month., 6:30 pm 
Membership info: Louie 938-1248.

Community Calendar

 The Mortgage House continues growth
 Community leader brings  superior service and experience to Orcutt/Santa Maria Area

 San Luis Obispo  –  The Mortgage House announced that Bonny Dougherty 

 has been named a special loan officer for the Orcutt/Santa Maria area.  Being a 36-

 year resident of Orcutt, Bonny knows the neighborhoods, the properties and the 

 people extremely well.  

 She carries forward her experience as a Senior Loan Processor/Underwriter 

 at The Mortgage House for the last 3-1/2 years.  

 Prior to joining TMH, Bonny had worked in the Santa Barbara County Office 

 of Education and says, “I thoroughly enjoy the complexities of our business and look 

 forward to bringing my experience to Northern Santa Barbara County.”

 Bonny’s enthusiasm is shared by Roxanne Carr, division president of The 

 Mortgage House, who adds that, “We have had many requests to bring our 

 experience and programs to Santa Maria/Lompoc.  Bonny’s blend of enthusiasm and 

 skills make her uniquely qualified to answer this call and 

 carry on our message and commitment to the 

 communities.”  

 The Mortgage House, Inc. is a direct lender, not a 
 mortgage broker.  From application to closing, loan requests are  
 handled locally.  With officers throughout the area, The 
 Mortgage House functions under the highest standards of 
 service, integrity and professionalism in order to meet all 
 financing needs.

 Bonny Dougherty

 230-K E Betteravia
 (Near Pier 1 Imports)

 (805) 922-4282

 10% Discount on all books with 
 this                    store coupon.

 Join us for a 
 Holiday Celebration 

 Sat. Dec. 10
 1-4 PM

 Art, Music, 
 Refreshments, 

 Prizes!

 F LAGG C ONSTRUCTION F LAGG C ONSTRUCTION F LAGG  C ONSTRUCTION

 General & Electrical  General & Electrical  General & Electrical 
 Building Contractor Building Contractor Building Contractor

 (805) 934-0831 (805) 934-0831 (805) 934-0831
 Lic. #508862 Lic. #508862 Lic. #508862 Don Flagg, Jr. Don Flagg, Jr. Don Flagg, Jr.

Classified Ads
Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for 25 words. 

Send via email to orcuttpioneer@yahoo.com.

Computer desk and hutch.  Light Golden Oak, good condition  
58”L x 24”D x 64”H  $250.  937-0075 or 720-4644
Student desk, light golden oak, good condition.  48” x 24”  
$125. 937-0075 or 720-4644
Purebread Miniature Dashund/ Male For sale. 9weeks old 
Needs Good Home $550  Please Call 937-9488  Serious 
Inquiries only
NINTENDO 64 includes 2 remotes, 2 games and hours of 
fun!  Asking $55.00.  938-0656
2 lazyboy chairs, True dark green leather, One swivels. $400. 
4 tires P215/60R 16 $40. Glass top wicker coffee table $75. 
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, $75 each. Direct TV stuff $75. Gas 
push mower $45.  Trailer hitch $100. 937 1538
Full size bed (maple) $75.00;  coffee & end table with glass 
tops $100.00 for pair.  Please call Ann at 937-4815.
Model Home Furnishing  Warehouse full of furniture similar to 
Pottery Barn, Ethan Allen and Restoration Hardware.  Dining, 
bedroom, living room, youth, etc.  All new.  440-9085
Harley Davidson FLSTF Low Profile WINDSHIELD with 
hardware.  Smoke tinted and in great shape.  Only $60.00 
938-0656
1940’s “Waterfall” dresser with orignal mirror, and chest of 
drawers.  Make offer.  Call 937-3004 after 6pm. 
St. Andrew Academy of Music is looking for a talented guitar 
instructor.  Set own class schedule and curriculum.  Call 
937-0690.  Classes start early January.
Entertainment Center, oak, xlnt. cond. xlnt storage, $695. 
Holds 34”W TV, 56”Hx64”Wx24”D Call 937-1256.
Baby swing, 2-speed, Graco brand, like new, $20. Call 
937-1256.
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park. 
$100/cord; $60 for 1/2 cord. Contact park office 934-6123 
for appt.
For Sale:    Epson Printer,   600 color works great, $25.00 
or make offer.   Call Ruthy at (805) 937-3411
Sewing lessons:   ages ten and up.   My home; your own 
machine not required.  Learn at own pace.  Reasonable rate.   
Call Robin at Robin’s Bobbins @ 937-1299.  
Reliable Baby Sitter Needed. Mostly weekdays, 4PM-8PM, 
occasional weekends and other times as well. Jennifer, 
878-7393 or Tammy 720-4751.
Wanted: Parts for 1969 Honda Mini Trail 50. In particular 
handlebars & electrical. Will consider purchasing an entire 
unit for parts. 878-1739.
Room for rent in beautiful 3br/3ba condo. $300 mo/half 
utils. Buy your own food. No pets, no smooking, no drugs, 
no drinking. Employed and own car. Available Dec. 1. (805) 
720-3609 ask for Judy.

Orcutt’s Heydey at the Turn of the Century
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 DON’T “MISS”ELTOE THIS!   Clean, nice sized 3 bedroom/2 bath 
 condo!  Brand new upgraded carpeting, vinyl kitchen flooring, 
 refrigerator, washer, and dryer.  New paint throughout including 
 inside the cupboards.  Gas range with built in microwave, 
 dishwasher, ceiling fans, enclosed patio with newly painted 
 concrete.  Newly painted unattached garage.  Within blocks of 
 schools.  This is a cut above the rest, so jump on it fast!
 $319,900.00, P421 P

 WRAP THIS UP FOR CHRISTMAS!  
 Triplex with 2 two bedroom/1 bath units and 1 
 three bedroom/2 bath unit.  Lot is approximately 
 7,200 sq. ft.  Great investment opportunity!
 Call for additional information.
 $700,000.00, L501P

 PUT THIS ON YOUR CHRISTMAS WISH LIST!  
 Absolutely exquiste  2 bedroom/2.5 bath town home in 
 Foxenwood.  Picture perfect.  Faces beautiful, lush greenbelt.  
 2000 sq. ft.  Shows like a dream, all cream and white.  Pristine 
 manicured lawns.  Newer modern appliances, plantation shutters.  
 You must see this gorgeous property to appreciate it!  Call today 
 don’t wait, it’ll be gone before you know it!  $549,900.00, R442P

 THIS ONE WILL “SLEIGH” YOU!  
 Nice  2 bed/2 bath double wide mobile home located 
 in a newer park.  Clean and neat.  Seller extremely 
 motivated and will include furnishings w/ any 
 reasonable offer.  Don’t miss out!  Call for more info.
 $180,000.00, V220 P

 SANTA’S ELVES HAVE BEEN BUSY!  
 Well maintained 3 bedroom/2 bath home.  Newer 
 roof, stucco, exterior paint.  Carpet through out.  
 Charming sunroom.  Gotta see this one!  
 $439,000.00, D316P

 PARK YOUR SLEIGH HERE!  
 Wonderfully  upheld 3 bedroom/2 bath home in Orcutt.  
 Nestled on nearly a quarter acre on cul-de-sac.  Spacious 
 living room w/ fireplace and vaulted ceiling.  Sizeable eat-in 
 kitchen.  Dining area w/ sliding doors to patio.  2 car garage,  
 newer roof and exterior paint.  Well worth checking out!
 $497,000.00, C488P

 A CHRISTMAS DREAM!   Gorgeous  Orcutt home w/
 Great Room floor plan.  Rare view lot!  Newer tile flooring 
 in entry, kitchen, dining room & hallway.  Breakfast nook.  
 Kitchen has window seat and private patio.  Vaulted 
 ceilings & brick fireplace.  Huge master, walk-in closet.  
 Garden tub and shower.  Call today before it disappears! 
 $699,000.00, B443P

 SANTA IN THE COUNTRY!
 3 bedroom/2 bath nestled in the oaks on 1 1/2 acres 
 in Nipomo.  Charming country home w/ old fashioned 
 porch to relax on.  Cozy rock fireplace in living room, 
 pine ceiling, and horse facilities.  Wonderful down 
 home feel!  Call today.  $705,000.00, P526P

 SANTA!  STOP THE REINDEER!  
 Great  starter home with 3 bedrooms and 2 
 baths, attached garage, fireplace in living 
 room and a nice size yard.  Call today for a 
 viewing appointment!  $419,900.00, M327P

 THE HALLS ARE ALL DECKED 
 In this  terrific home in Orcutt, close to Dunlap School.  Newer 
 range/oven and sink.  Tile kitchen floor.  Floor to ceiling brick 
 fireplace.  Mirrored closet doors in Master bedroom.  New 
 paint throughout.  Large patio in huge back yard, with orange,  
 lemon, fig & pear trees.  RV parking.  Call for more info.
 $450,000.00, O121P

 HANG YOUR CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS HERE!  
 4 spacious bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths.  Fabulous floor plan, w/ 
 hardwood floor entry.  Bay window in Living room, rock fire 
 place w/ gas jet, lg. walk-in closet, oversized shower, soaking 
 tub, skylights, ceiling fans, and an abundance of storage.  
 Attractively landscaped yards w/ automatic sprinklers. Call 
 Today! A must see!  $665,000.00, I146P

 Necia Shelton
 934-3369

 Curt Cragg
 934-3369

 Mary Ann  Wright
 331-0995

 Dorothy Guida
 680-5346

 Steve Southwick
 878-1401

 Lisa Morinini
 252-1769

 Sue Noble
 451-2774

 Charlene Miller
 478-8842

 Holly Schroeder
 315-9033

 Miko Nehman
 714-8124

 Stacy Leavy
 714-8048

 Christy Bagby
 714-7726

 Margie Mattly
 294-5050

 1140 E. Clark Ave #170, 
 Santa Maria, CA  
 Located in the 

 Albertson’s 
 Shopping Center

 “There’s no place like Home.”
 www.callhomerealty.com

 Sharon DeBacker
 878-2860

 Vi Sparks
 878-6255

 Shirley Ginn-Fong
 878-3968

 (805) 934-3369

 Visit 
 CallHomeRealty.com

 for more 
 available 

 properties.

 Customer Service is Our #1 Priority!

 A Home Realty Christmas Story
 Twas the night before Christmas

 And all through the town
 Home Realty “Sold” signs were all coming down
 New owners were tucked all snug in their beds

 While visions of “tax savings” danced in their heads

 The moon on the roofs gave the houses a glow
 With the luster of midday to the sold signs below
 When what should appear to my wondering sight

 A sleigh full of realtors out of the night
 With a little ol’ broker quite witty by far
 I knew in a moment it must be St. Char

 More rapid than eagles her agents they came,
 Tony, Stacy, Lisa, she called them by name

 Miko, Necia, Margie, Mary Ann, Vi & Dorothy,
 Sharon, Sue, Shirley, Steve, Holly & Christy

 To the top of the world!  To the top of the wall!
 Now sell away, sell away, sell away all!

 By combining tradition with a creative twist
 More houses to sell, more houses to list

 With satisfied clients, sales rose to a high
 And the Home Realty sleigh flew off in the sky!

 And I heard them exclaim as they drove out of sight:
 “Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!” 

 Property Management
 (805) 934-3515


