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When “Old Maud,” a 12,000 barrel-a-day, 
mother of all oil wells first struck black 
gold in 1904, the little settlement of Orcutt 
was forever changed.  1905 saw a host of 
new residences and commercial buildings 
emerge to accommodate the growing num-
ber of newcomers seeking work in the oil 
fields and by 1906 Orcutt was the largest 
center of trade in the North County.  Today 
the Orcutt Hills Stationary Source, located 
just 2.5 miles south of Orcutt, is still in 
operation after 104 years.

Fast forward 
some 96 years 
after the discov-
ery of oil in the 
Orcutt Hills and 
Randall Breiten-
bach and Hal-
bert Washburn 
are hard at work 
founding Bre-
itBurn Energy, 
now one of the 
ten largest in-
dependent oil 
and gas partner-
ships in Califor-
nia, focusing on 
the acquisition, exploitation, and develop-
ment of oil and gas properties.  BreitBurn 
properties are characterized by long-lived 
reserves with stable production profiles 
and have proven reserves of 29.7 million 
barrels of oil equivalent.

In 2004, the Canadian-based Provident 
Energy acquired 92% interest in BreitBurn 
and in March of this year the company of-
ficially became BreitBurn Energy Partners 
LP, with Provident retaining 73% inter-
est.  Also in 2004, BreitBurn acquired the 
Orcutt Field, a $58.5 million acquisition.  
BreitBurn currently owns over 6,000 acres 
of property and is planning to use several 
of them for a new project.

On August 23, the Santa Barbara County 
Planning Commission approved Phase 1 of 
the BreitBurn Orcutt Hill Diatomite project.  

Breitburn Oil Continues 
Orcutt’s 100-year History of 
Petroleum Production

Over the next 12 to 18 months, two pods 
(with up to 16 steam injection oil wells at 
each, totaling 95 for six pods), one steam 
generator, tank batteries, and any necessary 
pipeline will be installed and monitored in 
the area of Orcutt Hill 1.5 miles south of 
East Rice Ranch Road.

Phase 2 of the project was not approved 
at that time because the air emissions of the 
two phases combined would have exceeded 
the County’s air quality threshold of signifi-
cance and thus required revisions. 

T h e  a r e a s 
BreitBurn will 
be utilizing are 
mainly those 
that have pre-
viously been 
graded, cleared, 
a n d  p a v e d , 
and much ex-
isting pipeline 
will be used.  
One new 6,000 
s q u a r e  f o o t 
building will 
be constructed 
for water treat-
ment and fil-

tration and the majority of new pipeline 
will be built above ground along existing 
roadways.

To further minimize effects on the en-
vironment and surrounding community, 
sprinklers will be used and mounds of 
dirt covered to reduce dust, lighting will 
be pointed downward and to the south to 
lessen the impact of light and glare, and 
buildings and equipment will be concealed 
from public view whenever possible and 
painted dark, non-reflective colors that are 
compatible with the surroundings.  Bre-
itBurn also intends to comply with a Fire 
Protection Plan, to employ a Hydrogen 
Sulfide Removal System, and to protect 
several plants native to the area.

At this point in time, the main concern is 
how traffic will be impacted as the project 

Speed Limit Decrease 
Through Old Orcutt

Those who feel the need, the need for 
speed may just have to adopt a more 
leisurely pace when driving down the 6 
block stretch of Clark Avenue that travels 
through Old Orcutt from now on.  

In keeping with California Ve-
hicle Code, speed limits posted 
on roadways must comply with 
the findings of the Traffic and 
Engineering Survey.  In the 
case of Clark Avenue, such a 
survey was found necessary 
due to “significant changes to 
the roadway” in the last few 
years.

Residents of Old Orcutt have 
witnessed quite a few sig-
nificant changes along Clark 
Avenue in the last year or two.  
Many familiar buildings have 
been refurbished and a handful 
of new establishments have popped up.  
The portion of road from Norris to Broad-
way/California transformed from a 4-lane 
road to a 2-lane road.  Parking was altered 
to include primarily angled parking.

After reviewing the speed zones at their 
March 8 and July 12 meetings earlier this 

year, the Santa Barbara County Public 
Works Department prepared a survey that 
was reviewed by the Traffic and Engineer-
ing Committee who in turn conducted their 
own Traffic and Engineering Survey for 

Clark Avenue.  Consequently 
it was recommended that the 
speed limit be lowered from 
35 miles per hour to 30 miles 
per hour based on bicycle and 
pedestrian safety, the close 
spacing of intersections and 
driveways, and the presence 
of angle parking.

At the October 17 Santa 
Barbara County Board of Su-
pervisors Hearing, the motion 
for a second hearing in regard 
to this matter was carried 
unanimously.  On October 
24 the Board of Supervisors 

unanimously passed the motion made to 
adopt the new, lower speed limit.

This change will have no financial im-
pact on the county’s general fund, state 
funds, or federal funds and there will be 
no fees, no increased taxes, and no annual 
costs.  The installation of signs indicating 
30 miles per hour requires a one-time only 
budgeted expenditure of $1,500.00 and 
will be taken from the already established 
road fund.

In addition to allowing day-to-day 
travelers, residents, and visitors a few 
extra moments to take in the charming 
surroundings of Old Orcutt, this newly 
reviewed speed limit issue will allow law 
enforcement to use radar enforcement 
where they were previously unable to due 
to the fact that Clark Avenue had not been 
surveyed since its transformation.  This 
simply means that drivers may notice the 
addition of “radar enforced” signs posted 
under the new speed limit signs when they 
are installed.

According to Scott McGolpin from the 
Santa Barbara County Public Works De-
partment, the plan for a new and improved 
30 mile per hour speed limit on Clark 
Avenue through Old Orcutt is moving 
full speed ahead and went into effect on 
November 23rd, 2006. 

Mooove over! Local cows share fields with Breitburn 
Energy.
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progresses.  BreitBurn has said they have 
no intention of using trucks to transport 
their oil, only pipelines such as Conoco-
Phillips.  It had been previously suggested 
that trucks be used but would use Highway 
135 instead of Highway 101 to avoid con-
gestion on Clark Avenue.  However, as of 
October 16, the company stated that in the 
event of a pipeline breakdown oil would be 
stored on site for up to five days at which 
time production would shut down until 
repairs could be made.

BreitBurn recently pledged $100,000 
to Orcutt Junior High School for use in 
information technology programs.  Chris 
Williams, the Vice President of Operations, 
said “the most critical stakeholders are 
our employees and neighbors who live 
and work in the communities where we 
conduct business” and that a partnership 
with local government and education was 
of the utmost importance. 
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 Thank You! Thank You!
 To everyone that 

 supported me during this 
 past election I want to say,
 thank you.

 I am amazed and blessed 
 to have been supported by 
 family, friends, the Orcutt 
 Teachers Association, 
 strangers, and even a former 
 student and her family.  

 Thank you for putting up signs, for 
 wearing buttons, for passing out flyers, 
 for encouraging others to lend their support, 
 and for going to the polls and casting your 
 vote for me. 

 I ask for your continued support as we 
 move on toward the ’08 election season.

 Thank you, 

 Jose Segura

 Segura4OrcuttSchools@yahoo.com Segura4OrcuttSchools@yahoo.com
 Paid Political Advertisement

 Santa Maria Civic Theatre
 presents

 “ Killjoy ”  by Jerry Mayer

 Killing your ex is a piece of cake!
 An Adult Comedy

 Directed by Anthony Weynne
 November 17, 18, 24, 25 & December 1, 2, 8, 9, 2006

 8:00 PM • Doors open at 7:30
 Please call for reservations • 922-4442

 1660 North McClelland
 Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc.

 205 East Clark Avenue
 Old Orcutt, CA  93455

 (805) 937-1058

 www.davidryangallery.com

 Mon-Thurs 10-6
 Fri & Sat 10-8
 Sunday 12-5

 2.6 miles west of Hwy. 101

 Our  “Art & Wine Party”  on  Friday, December 1  will feature 
 wood & stone sculptures from the continent of Africa. Enjoy fine 

 wines from 6:30 - 8:30 served by  McKeon-Phillips Winery.

 Bamana Mask (Mali)

Orcutt Union School District has intro-
duced the Gifted and Talented Program 
to third grade classes at all six elementary 
schools and plans to expand the program 
in coming years.

The effort is designed to meet the special 
needs of students who stand out from the 
rest in their intellect, creativity or leader-
ship skills. It provides additional state 
funding for testing students for entry into 
the GATE Program, and for professional 
development of teachers and other district 
staff who interact with GATE students.

“The most important reason we’ve intro-
duced the program is that we have been 
able to identify these gifted students and 
put them together with their peers,” says 
Pine Grove principal Liz Herbstreith.

Grouping the students is key to their 
development, she added.

“Gifted students are different. They have 
special needs. Often they think outside the 
box, and research has shown that if they’re 
not with their peers, they end up not being 

Gifted And Talented Program 
Comes to Orcutt Classrooms

challenged, thinking there’s no one else 
like them, feeling isolated and frustrated. 
Ultimately, often at the high school level, 
they drop out,” Herbstreith explained.

By putting the students together early, 
they learn there are others who think be-
yond their grade level or societal norms.

Last spring the district tested all second 
graders to determine eligibility for the first 
year’s program. Thirty-five students who 
scored in the 95th percentile (or better than 
all but 5 percent of their peers) were admit-
ted to the program.

Rather than transport the students out 
of their neighborhood schools to develop 
a program, the district opted to cluster the 
students together within their own schools. 
They share classrooms with other third-
grade students.

According to a three-year study by Mar-
cia Lynne Gentry of National Research 
Center of the Gifted and Talented, the entire 
class can benefit from the addition of a 
GATE student cluster. Her study showed 
that such intermingling resulted in more 
students being identified as high achiev-
ing and achievements scores in general 
improving.

In January and February all fourth 
through sixth grade teachers will receive 
GATE training to prepare for the growing 
program. In spring, all fourth and fifth 
grade students will be tested to determine 
placement in the program.

On December 9, the day of the Orcutt 
Christmas Parade, the David Ryan Gal-
lery will once again be hosting the Toys 
for Tots fundraiser in conjunction with 
the Marine Corps.  On that day, Marines 
in dress uniform will be in the gallery from 
noon until 4 pm serving wine and snacks 
to all of those who donate toys. 

Please bring your new, unwrapped toys 
and help bring joy to the underprivileged 
children in our community anytime before 
December 15.

For more information call the David 
Ryan Gallery at 937-1058.

Toys for Tots 
Drop Off at David 
Ryan Gallery

 Shasta Limousine Service Shasta Limousine Service

 (805) 452-3976 (805) 452-3976

 Orcutt
 Christian
 Church

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Bible School 9:00 AM

 Morning Worship 10:15 AM
 Holy Communion Every Sunday

 BIBLE STUDIES:
 Monday Evening 7:00 PM
 Tuesday Evening 6:00 PM

 Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 PM

 Dr. Archie Miller, Pastor
 937-1641

 204 Patterson Rd., Orcutt
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 “THE AUTO SHOP”
 1158 West Betteravia
 (805) 928-SHOP (7467)

 “December Rainy Season  Special”
 COOLANT FLUSH

 and get your windshield wipers replaced FREE
 All for just $49.95

 Good for up to 2 Gallons of Anti-Freeze

 VALID ONLY  WITH COUPON

 + $3.00 Hazardous Waste Fee

 Where the 
 Pavement Ends 

 and the West Begins!
 Serving the West Since 1958

 899 Guadalupe Street,
 Guadalupe, CA 93434

 Reservation Hotline

 (805) 343-2211

 993 Patterson Road
     (1 1/2 Blocks W. of Bradley)

 Sunday Traditional Worship at 8:30 am
 Contemporary Worship at 11:00 am

 Christian Education-all ages at 9:45 am

 Nursery Care Provided for all Services

 O RCUTT
 P RESBYTERIAN 

 C HURCH
 An Open Invitation

 to our Neighbors

 ROOM  ADDITIONS

 • Custom Homes
 • Remodeling

 • Room Additions
 • In-Home Designs
 • Concrete Work

 FREE  ESTIMATES

 1157 E Clark Ave, Orcutt CA
 Longs Shopping Center

 Lic. 480363

 SERVICE 
 CONNECTION

 938-9083

 Thomas R. King, 
 Owner

Friends of the Orcutt Library recent 
semi-annual used book sale raised over 
$2000 dollars which goes directly to help 
the library fund the costs of running the 
library.  To raise additional funds, the 
Friends run a book rental program and sell 
books throughout the year in the “Friends 
Corner” at the library.  These on-going 
efforts generates as much, and sometimes 
more income than the Fall and Spring 
book sales.

Friends of the Orcutt Library has done 
quite a bit to support the library.  Three 
years ago they spent $17,000 and com-
pletely paid for its most recent expansion. 
Right now the library is leasing its space, 
but would like to move into its own facility.  
The state will pay two-thirds the cost to 
construct a building for the library, how-
ever acquiring the additional one-third of 
the funds needed has been problematic.  
Voters in the Vandenberg Village area 

rejected a measure on the November bal-
lot which would have funded additional 
library services in that area.  Locals want 
to make sure that they have the support of 
the voters before proposing such a measure 
for the Orcutt area.

Since 1990 when the non-profit Friends 
of the Orcutt Library organization was 
started, it has raised over $100,000 for the 
library.  In addition to monetary support, 
the Friends also volunteer their time.  They 
clean books, help with dating, sorting, and 
whatever else the librarians need.  There are 
over 200 members of Friends of the Orcutt 
Library and costs $10 a year for basic mem-
bership.  Several people and businesses 
in the community donate considerable 
amounts of money to the organization 
each year.  The Friends are always looking 
for donations of books or funds.  If you 
would like to become a member, ask one 
of the librarians about it next time you’re 
at the library. 

Friends Help Keep Orcutt 
Library in the “Read”

 938-9083
 1157 E. Clark Ave. •  In the Longs Shopping Center

 U NIQUE  G IFTS ,
 H OME  D ECOR ,

 F IREPLACES  
 & A CCESSORIES
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 Creative Property Management Creative Property Management
 Leigh Marchant

 For professional, competent property management, 
 call CREATIVE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. 

 We specialize in the Orcutt area providing full 
 services or placement only. Lowest fees in town 

 and each home is treated like our own. 
 Call Leigh at 934-4213 for brochure or information.

 (805) 934-4213

 If it looks like a rental,  If it looks like a rental, 
 we’re probably not managing it! we’re probably not managing it!

 400 E. Clark Ave, Suite B, Orcutt

 Terry Dworaczyk, MS, CFP®
 Financial Advisor
 2605 South Miller Ste. 108
 Santa Maria, CA 93455
 (805) 938-9724
 CA  Lic. 0B52276

 Financial Advisory services available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member NASD and SI PC.

 Financial advice for:
 • Retirement  • Small Business Owners

 BOB SCHAEFER
 Mortgage Banker & Broker

 Financial Consultant
 rmschaefer@clarionmortgage.com

 r.mschaefer@comcast.net

 ph   805.938.5624
 cell  805.705.4745

 Refinance NOW as declining home values
 can make it costly or impossible later!!!

 A Direct Lender
 Purchase and Refinance

 DON’T WAIT–ACT TODAY!!!

 220 E. Clark, Suite D • “In Old Orcutt” • Santa Maria, CA 93455
 Clarion Mortgage Capital is licensed by the California Department of Real Estate License #01245811

 EQUAL HOUSING
 OPPORTUNITY

 CLIP  AND $AVE this ad for a FREE Appraisal!*

 Clip this ad to receive a FREE Appraisal*
 *up to a $375 value credited upon your successful loan closing only. 

 Coupon Expires 12-20-2006

 New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
 Backflow Testing/Repairs

 Lic. 823283 Jeremy Griffin

 (805) 934-1949

 Dr. David Hensiek
 Chiropractor

 235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
 (805) 937-2015 • Fax (805)  937-2016

Ryan Hester was never really comfort-
able exposing his young child to social ills 
that raised their head at school, but there 
seemed to be some benefit to conforming 
to the societal norm of enrollment.

His mind was changed when his daugh-
ter started complaining about how much 
time was spent waiting for the teacher to 
explain concepts his 6 year old had already 
mastered.

“We felt like she was kind of being held 
back,” Hester said.

Like a growing number of families across 
the nation, the Orcutt family opted to take 
control of their children’s educational ex-
periences by educating them at home.

In 2003, the last year for which the U.S. 
Department of Education National Center 
of Educational Statistics gathered such 
information, an estimated 1.1 million 
students in grades kindergarten through 
12th grade were being educated at home, 
about 2.2 percent of the country’s student 
population. The survey showed an in-
crease from 850,000 (1.7 percent of student 
population) in 1999.

Living the Homeschool Life
“We love the lifestyle of home school-

Home Education Grows in Popularity in Orcutt and Across Nation
ing, the flexibility of it, the ability to travel 
and take our schooling with us, and the 
ability to train our kids in subjects like 
good character,” said 
Cheryl Kliewer, leader 
of Hearthstone Home 
Educators, a Christian-
based support group.

The Kliewer family 
has been home edu-
cating their children 
ever since their pastor 
suggested the school-
ing option 15 years 
ago. Their studies took 
them as far as Europe 
before their daughters 
reached high school. 
Today, their eldest is in 
her second year at Cal-
vin College in Michi-
gan while their youngest is in her second 
year of high school.

According to the 2003 NCES study, the 
top three reasons families cited for keep-
ing their children out of public or private 
schools were concern about the environ-
ment of schools, religious or moral issues, 

and dissatisfaction with academic instruc-
tion available at other schools.

Local Options
Several options exist 

for Orcutt area families 
interested in educating 
their children outside 
the modern tradition 
of institutional educa-
tion.

The most indepen-
dent form of home 
study involves regis-
tering with the Cali-
fornia Department of 
Education as a private 
school. There are no 
fees for the simple on-
line registration, nor 
do families receive 
public funding. Such 

“schools” are free to select their own 
curriculum, course of study and method 
of study so long as all curriculum areas 
required by the state (English language 
arts, math, social science, science, physical 
education, visual arts and performing arts) 
are covered.

In this form, families choose their own 
method from a veritable feast of options: 
Charlotte Mason, Montessori, unschool-
ing, classical, eclectic and Waldorf to name 
a few. They select their own schedules, 
texts, topics and projects.

“We focus on child-based learning. We 
do what they want to do, what’s interest-
ing to our children. Our day revolves 
around their plans, which often include 
going to the library or museums,” said 
Audrey Greene, an Orcutt mother of three 
children ages 10 to 14. “We introduce ideas 
to them, and then let them take the lead. 
They also find out about things on their 
own, through their reading or friends and 
they explore those avenues.”

Another option is to work with existing 
programs offered through public schools 
and local charter programs.

Rather than pull out of the system 
completely, the Hester family opted to 
work with Orcutt Union School District’s 
Home Study Program. The program cur-
rently serves 36 students, according to 
Bridgette DePalma-Steed, the program’s 
coordinator.

“Everyone’s looking for alternative edu-
cation programs,” she said. “Maybe it’s 
because one of the things we miss in our 
fast-paced society is spending time with 
our kids and learning with them. Learning 
should be a family activity and community 
activity, not necessarily a send-your-child-
to-school deal that doesn’t require parent 
involvement. Home study is one way to 
bring it back together again.”

Home Education Programs  
and Sources

Orcutt Union School District Home 
Study Program - 938-8984
Central Coast Preparatory Independent 
Study Program - 934-4124
Family Partnership Charter School 
- 349-2900
Hearthstone – 937-7099
Homeschool Association of California 
– www.hsc.org – 938-1231
California Homeschool Network - 
californiahomeschool.net
California Virtual Academy – caliva.org 
K12 - www.k12.com 

continued on page 5
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 Compare us to the other adult
 communities–you’ll love the
 Hummel Village  difference!

 Exceptional Independent
 Living for Adults 55+

 4468 Hummel Drive (off Foster Rd.) Orcutt, CA 93455
 (805) 937-6204 • Mon-Sat 11-5 • www.hummelvillage.com

 Service...Pure and Simple

 “There’s No Place Like Home”

 (805) 934-3369
 1140 East Clark Suite 170, 

 Albertson’s Shopping Center
 Steve Southwick
 (805) 878-1401

 Charlene Miller
 (805) 478-8842

 The diversity of our lifestyles
 defines the places we call home.

s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
Bus: 805-937-7275
mike.spears.b8gf@statefarm.com
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Mike Spears
Bus: 805-937-7275
mike.spears.b8gf@statefarm.com
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Mike Spears
Bus: 805-937-7275
mike.spears.b8gf@statefarm.com

 Providing Urgent, 
 Primary & Industrial 

 Medicine

 (805) 922-0561
 Located in the Ross Shopping Center • 340 East Betteravia Rd, Suite C • Santa Maria

 All Major Credit Cards & Checks Accepted • Serving the Santa Maria Valley for 20 Years

 No Appointment Necessary • Open Evenings and Saturdays
 Accepting New Patients for Primary Care Services

 • Family Medicine (Colds, flu, asthma, minor injuries & diabetes management) 
 • Women’s Health • Sports Medicine 

 • Treatment of Industrial Injuries • Employment Physicals
 Accepts most major insurance plans, including: 

 Beech Street, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Health Net, Medicare, United Healthcare

 Physician Always On Duty • Open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Saturdays 9am-5pm

Parents and students enrolled in the 
program meet weekly with certificated 
teachers to go over their work, plan les-
sons and receive assignments. The district 
provides textbooks, manuals and anything 
else a brick-and-mortar classroom teacher 
receives plus educational 
outings, enrichment class-
es, poetry and art exhibits, 
scholastic book sales, ac-
cess to the Accelerated 
Reader Program, electives 
and P.E. Students enrolled 
in the district program 
also have access to up to 
two classes per day on 
district campuses.

“This is a program for 
parents who are going to 
guide their children. This 
is not something we ex-
pect families to take home 
and leave the students to 
figure out on their own,” 
DePalma-Steed said.

The program, funded through the same 
tax dollars that pay for other public school 
programs, also requires that students 
take government-mandated standardized 
tests.

Family Partnership Charter School and 
Central Coast Preparatory are privately-
run independent study programs which 
offer much the same services as the school 
district: regular meetings with certificated 
teachers; state-funded curriculum; and 
enrichment programs.

 YOUR HONEST AUTO CARE CENTER FOR ALL YOUR TRAVELS

 Alignments, Brakes, 
 Smogs, Tune-ups and More

 1021 S. Blosser Rd. • Santa Maria • 928-8646

 Inspection &
 Repair Station

 Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM
 Saturday 9AM-2PM

 Se Habla
 Español

 W. Main St.

 B
losser

 Stowell

 Craig

 $ 29 95
 SMOG CHECK

 +8.25 Certificate
 75¢ Transmission

 Not to be combined with any other offers. Please present 
 coupon while order is being written up. Expires 12-31-06.

“I think parents are now waking up to the 
fact that their child may not fit in the box of 
public schools.  It’s all about having choic-
es,” said Barbara Miller, site coordinator for 
Family Partnership Charter School.

Virtual academies are also springing up, 
the most prevalent of which may be the 
California Virtual Academy associated 
with K12. Families register for the gov-

ernment-funded educational programs 
and receive curriculum, direction and 
assessment.

Common Misconceptions
While the practice of home education re-

mains a mystery to many, it seems to have 
become more widely accepted. Children 
queried during midday trips to the grocery 
store are met less often with wide eyes than 
with pure curiosity when they answer that 
they home school.

Still the first question remains: what 
about socialization? It’s a question that 

baffles homeschooling parents.
Unlike students in modern traditional 

schools where they are grouped with stu-
dents within one year of their own age, 
home educated children learn alongside 
and from people of varying ages, eth-
nicities, socioeconomic backgrounds and 
interests.

And like many of 
their schooled peers, 
home educated stu-
dents find social lives 
in extracurricular ac-
tivities that vary from 
sports  and dance 
to church and book 
clubs.

While many home 
schooling families are 
Christian, many others 
choose this alternative 
method of schooling 
for other reasons. Ac-
cording to an online 
study conducted by 
Pam Sorooshian of the 
National Home Edu-
cation Network, they 
included: more family 
time together; more 
time to pursue specific 
interests; learning to 
work for personal sat-
isfaction rather than 
rewards;  building 
confidence; and more 
efficient learning op-
portunities.

“Whether our chil-
dren are in traditional 

continued from page 4

Education school or home schooling, at times we 
all go through those moments when we 
wonder if we’re doing what’s best for our 
kids. I think this works for us. My mom 
felt the same when I was in public school,” 
Greene said. “I think everyone finds their 
own way. I definitely encourage families 
to find what works for them.”

Participants in Orcutt School District’s Independent Study 
Program visit the Oso Flaco area while studying science and the 
environment.
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December 8, 9 & 10 2006
Ethel Pope Auditorium · Santa Maria High School · 901 South Broadway, Santa Maria

Friday, December 8, 7 p.m. · Saturday, December 9, 7 p.m.  ·  Sunday, December 10, 2 p.m. 
Tickets: $9 - $12 · Box Office: 922-8313

December 15 & 16 2006
Clark Center for the Performing Arts · 487 Fair Oaks Dr., Arroyo Grande

Friday & Saturday, December 15 & 16, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $12.50 - $20 · Box Office: 478-9444

Allan Hancock College Youth BalletAllan Hancock College Youth Ballet

16th Annual Performance

the

 805-934-8622
 Locally Owned & Operated • Serving the Santa Maria Valley

 We Build Our Reputation 
 On Our Performance

 Framing • Siding • Drywall • Painting • Tile • Electrical
 Interior/Exterior Work • Remodeling • Offices • Doors & Windows

 Kitchens and Baths • Room  Additions • Tenant Improvements
  All Phases of Construction • Lic #643321

 Mar-Kel Home Improvement
 and Construction

There’s a new rage  at Alice Shaw elemen-
tary School, one that involves cups, kids, 
and a volunteer coach.  Many in the com-
munity may already know Coach Patrick 
Ortiz, the boys’ tennis coach at St. Joseph’s, 
as he seems to be involved in many ways 
helping the youth in our area.  

Speed Stacking Lunchtime Craze
His latest fun (yes, to him all his volun-

teering is pure fun, just watch him for 5 
minutes and you’ll know what I mean) is 
a PE program called sport stacking.  Coach 
Patrick leads 4th and 5th graders on Friday 
afternoons in sport stacking competitions.  
Teams are comprised of 6 students that 
individually stack and unstack cups in 
predetermined configurations, with each 
team naturally trying to beat the others’ 
times.  Hands, smiles  and sometimes cups 
are flying as kids urge their teammates on 
to do their best.    World Stackers, Crocodile 
Stackers, Lightening Stackers, Quicksters 
and Rubber Duckies are just some of the 
teams’ names reflecting the seriousness 
and high level of interest these kids have 
in the sport.  

The best part Coach Patrick says about 
sport stacking is that the kids are really into 
it.  He adds that it also gives opportunity to 
students that may not excel on the sports 
field because it takes more than muscle and 
ability; it takes cooperation, coordination, 
team work and agility.  Some of them do 
stack with the precision of experts.

Sport stacking is catching on across the 
nation.  On November 6, Alice Shaw stu-
dents participated in the Guinness Book 
of World Records "World's Largest Sports 
Stacking Event." To learn more about this 
great way to get kids doing something 
not only worthwhile, but also fun, check 
out www.speedstacks.com.  Instructor 
resources, videos and more are available 
online. Free demo packets are sent to 
schools that request them and grants are 
awarded monthly.

What Sprinkler Guys Do 
During the Winter

Have you ever wondered: pondered; 
lost sleep thinking about what sprinkler 
guys do this time of year?

Well it’s like this:
The season cool and windy chill
Bring out the forward-thinking 

willed
Who love this season with its thrills
But, like the ant look forward still

They see Spring just beyond that hill
And know this is the best time to trench 

and backfill
‘Cause later on when plants are bloo-

min’
And the sun gets hot and the grass is 

fumin’
The sprinkler guy’s phone will be rin-

gin’ off the ‘ook
And it’ll be weeks till an appointment 

can be booked

By then your bloomin’ investment will 
be cooked

So sprinkler guys this time of year
Enjoy their families and holiday 

cheer
And smile when the business phone 

rings in their ear
Give generously cheerfully this season 

to all
And to spruce up your yard and sprin-

klers now give me a call
I do more than sprinklers
I do more than rhyme
About landscapy things
And auld lang syne 
Calll Tom on his cell at 878.5449

Have a very happy holiday season!

by Tom Lanier, Sprinkler Pros

 United States 
 Karate Alliance 
 1997 Hall of Fame 
 Winner Comes out 
 of Retirement

 Grandmaster 
 Karl William Marx, Sr.

 (805) 451-2656
 3031 Skyway Drive, Suite 401

 •  Offering  Keichu-Do  Karate Classes
 •  Non-Occultic, Christian Friendly
 •  45 Years of Experience
 •  One of the Highest Ranked 
    Martial Artists in the USA
 •  Has trained over 30 students to 
    World Champion Titles
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The Orcutt Union School District has 
made a huge leap forward in being able to 
provide captivating, multimedia presenta-
tions of learning to our students.

In an effort to capitalize on the technol-
ogy offerings available in newly adopted 
textbook series, our district has taken ac-
tion to provide in most of our classrooms 
laptop computers, presenters that project 
the computer image onto a large screen, 
and workstations that hold all of this 
equipment.  The end product is a set-up 
where teachers can easily incorporate In-
ternet sites, animations, video segments, 
and graphics to make lessons more visual 
and understandable for children.

“I love this,” says Bill Devereaux, a third-
grade teacher at Joe Nightingale School.  
“(The laptop, presenter, and workstation) 
make it much more efficient and much 

more practical to use technology.  It’s right 
there – you push a few buttons, and you’ve 
got everything you need.  It’s much more 
teacher-friendly.”

The idea for bringing the technology 
equipment to classrooms came about in the 
past school year, when Orcutt educators 
realized that the history/social science text-
book series that would be adopted by the 
district this fall contained a huge amount 
of Internet links, video segments, and other 
multimedia content.  To give teachers the 
ability to tap these riches, a plan was cre-
ated to give each teacher in grades 3-8 a 
laptop, presenter, and workstation.  In ad-
dition, teachers in grades K-2 would have 
access to a laptop, presenter, and portable 
workstation shared with colleagues at their 
grade level.

A massive acquisition ensued, with the 
district purchasing 120 laptops, 83 present-
ers (37 presenters were donated by the text-
book companies), 120 workstations, and 18 
portable workstation carts.  These items 
were paid for with the district’s allocation 
of one-time state funding for instructional 
materials and technology.

The workstations themselves are quite 
unique.  Based on a prototype designed 
by Ralph Dunlap School teacher Jim Mc-
Manus, they feature (1) shelving for the 

Making Technology More Teacher Friendly
Orcutt Schools Update 

By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent, Orcutt Union School District 

presenter, laptop, and printer that can be 
secured with a lock; (2) a recessed area 
for an overhead projector; (3) shelves for 
teacher’s manuals; (4) three drawers for 
teacher storage; and (5) a countertop.

“It’s the best-built piece of furniture in 
my classroom,” Devereaux says.

Charged with the considerable task of 
implementing this initiative has been our 
district’s Technology Department.  Sincere 
thanks to department director Buzz Eyler 
and his employees for all of the work they 
have put into the new equipment and 
workstations!

“It has been a joint effort by all of us 
to purchase (the laptops, presenters, and 
workstations), build them, configure them, 
service them, and deliver them,” says Ey-
ler.  “Now, we are committed to following 
through with quality training.  We will 
bring in trainers from textbook companies 
and rely on our own in-house experts.  At 
each school site, we have identified a per-
son who can provide personalized training 
on the laptops.”

It goes without saying that the pivotal 
persons in utilizing this equipment and 
technology are our classroom teachers.  
Here, our district’s dedicated teachers can 
be credited for the eagerness and enthusi-
asm with which they have embraced this 

change.
“Everybody I’ve been talking to has 

been saying that this opens up a whole 
new world for them,” says Abel DelValle, 
a third-grade teacher at Ralph Dunlap 
School and the president of the Orcutt 
Educators Association.  “We’re excited to 
have this technology – it makes lessons 
more powerful and helps us to reach more 
students.”

We in Orcutt are proud of the measures 
we have taken to make technology more 
accessible to our teachers and students.  
This is a wonderful advancement for the 
children of our school district.

Dr. Sharon McHolland can be con-
tacted by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail at 
smcholland@orcutt-schools.net, or by mail 
c/o Orcutt Union School District, 501 Dyer 
Street, P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt, CA 93457.

 (805) 934-5626 • Fax (805) 934-5630
 2771 Santa Maria Way • Santa Maria, CA 93455

 Yvette Mediano
 Loan Processor

 Jan Steinfelt
 Office Manager
 Sr. Loan Officer

 Competitive Rates on Conforming & Jumbo Loans • Interest Only Loans
 100% Financing Available • Pay Option Arms ~ 40 Year Term Available

 Less Than Perfect Credit ~ We Have Options! • 805-934-LOAN

 License #01156985

 Sun. Worship 10 AM
 Sun. School & Bible Class 9 AM

 4465 S. Blosser Road
 north of Clark Ave in Old Orcutt

 937-0339

 STAR 
 OF 

 BETHLEHEM
 LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH

 HOLDING OUT THE WORD OF LIFE

 BIBLE-BASED

 PREFERRED PROPERTIES
 Offices Independently Owned

 Vickey Dooley
 451-2194

 Pryor Baird
 698-7163

 Say Hello 

 to a Good Buy
 Mom & Son Team!

 Now Offering Full Service 
 Lawn Care!

 Sprinkler System Repairs 
 Improvements

 Get Complete Coverage!  
 Santa Maria • Orcutt
 Tom Lanier, Owner 
 Mobile 878-5449  www.sprinklerpros.net

 F LAGG C ONSTRUCTION F LAGG C ONSTRUCTION F LAGG  C ONSTRUCTION

 General & Electrical  General & Electrical  General & Electrical 
 Building Contractor Building Contractor Building Contractor

 (805) 934-0831 (805) 934-0831 (805) 934-0831
 Lic. #508862 Lic. #508862 Lic. #508862 Don Flagg, Jr. Don Flagg, Jr. Don Flagg, Jr.

 The Victorian
 Stained Glass Works

 125 W. Clark Ave.

 Custom Work • Retail Sales
 Fusing • Repairs • Instruction

 (805) 937-8234  (805) 934-4429
 127-A E. Clark Ave
 Old Town Orcutt

 Kay Flagg, 
 Owner
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 Now Accepting New Patients
 Same Day Appointments 

    Available

 Thomas M Dawes, Jr., M.D.
 Dianne M. Dawes, PA-C

 A Board Certified 
 Family Medical Practice

 1145 E. Clark Ave, Suite B
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 (805) 934-2488

��

Seniors $15 Off Good thru 12-20-06

 Locally Owned • Patent Pending

 Easy Folding 
 Portable BBQ Pit

 D&S CREATIONS
 Don Armstrong
 (805) 709-1866

 “GRILL-A-MA-JIG” “GRILL-A-MA-JIG”
 THE ORIGINAL THE ORIGINAL

 www.grillamajig.com

 RANDELL
 STEELE
 Building and Design

 938-9444
 Since 1988 • Lic 770448

 New Construction 

 Room Additions 

 Re-Models 

 In House Design & Drafting

 (805) 925-7461
 219B West Betteravia

 Santa Maria

 ASE Certified 
 Master Technician on Duty
 Ford Powerstroke Expert

 For All Your Service Needs

Every six years a school conducts an 
in-depth self-study to examine the over-
all educational program based on the 
Western Association of Schools and Col-
leges (WASC) criteria in relation to student 
achievement.  During the current school 
year, Righetti HS is conducting such a 
study, in preparation for our 2008 Accredi-
tation Review. Our work will culminate in 
a written summary of findings supported 
by evidence and the development of an 
updated schoolwide action plan. 

The accreditation process, titled Focus 
on Learning, is a joint process with the 
Western Association of Schools and Col-
leges and the California Department of 
Education.  Basic concepts addressed in 
this process focus upon student success 
in meeting expected schoolwide learning 
results and academic standards (i.e., what 
all students should know and be able to do 
by graduation).  They are:

1. How are the students achieving?
2. Is the school doing everything pos-

sible to support high achievement for all 
its students?

An essential element of systemic school 
improvement is the collective vision on 
the part of the school’s shareholders for 

all students.
Parents, staff, and students are involved 

in the self-study process. Information 
learned from these stakeholder groups 
assists us with evaluating our current 
programs. While some of the meetings 
can be held after the regular school day; 
- English Learners Advisory Committee,  
PTSA,  School Site Council, Title 1 Par-
ent meetings etc., the reality is, much of 
the work is being completed during our 
Monday morning collaboration time.  The 
time dedicated to analyzing the quality of 
all students’ learning is necessary for us to 
prepare for our Spring 2008 Accreditation 
Team Visit. 

Last year, only 20% of high schools in 
the western region received the highest 
accreditation rating possible.  It is our goal 
to be part of that 20%.  Preparing a quality 
program review over the next year will 
assist us in achieving our goal.

Our Winter Break will begin Dec. 16.  
Students will return to school on January 9. 
I know many of you, like our coaches, will 
spend much of the break in the gym, on the 
fields, in parades, and other community 
events supporting our students.  

Righetti High Update 

Accreditation Review
 by Dr. Catherine Ulrich, Principal

Third graders throughout Orcutt were 
among the most recent beneficiaries of a 
literacy project undertaken by Santa Maria 
Noontime Rotary Club. The club gave dic-
tionaries to every third grader enrolled in 
Orcutt Unified School District, St. Louis de 
Montfort School and many home educa-
tion programs.

“Words are the keys that unlock the 
world around us, and in third grade each 
child was given one more key to put on the 
ring,” said Kenneth Parker, the district’s 
assistant superintendent, business. Parker 
is also serving as president of the Santa 
Maria-South Rotary Club.

Parker’s own granddaughter, also a third 
grader, was among the recipients. She will 
join him in visiting the noontime club to 
express her appreciation.

Noontime President Camille Edie said 
the project is not limited to Orcutt, but en-

compasses the greater Santa Maria area.
“The whole idea is that this is a tool to 

help them learn, something they can take 
with them as they continue their education. 
It’s something they can use to get their own 
answers, and that knowledge, learning 
how to get answers for themselves, I think 
is valuable,” Edie said.

The club purchased 2,500 dictionaries in 
this, its second, year of the project.

“It’s a wonderful thing when a commu-
nity organization looks at the needs of an 
entire area,” Parker said.

Edie said the reward has been in the 
response from student.

“The kids get so excited when we deliver 
these dictionaries. You wouldn’t think 
they’d care much about a dictionary, but 
we’ve had some really great responses. 
It’s a wonderful and worthwhile cause,” 
she said.

Santa Maria Noontime Rotary 
Club Gives Dictionaries to 
Orcutt Third Graders
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By Roy LaPlante, Nostalgics
In today’s world, energy costs are rising due 

to global demand.  There are many ways to 
utilize energy more efficiently.  Alternatives 
are out there and understanding your choices 
is important.  Several categories are, heating, 
electrical generation, fuels and lighting.

Heating with alternative energies means 
getting off the standard heat systems that 
we are accustomed to using.  Why heat the 
entire house when you are living in the family 
room/kitchen/living room?  An energy effi-
cient fireplace can heat the central area of the 
house with wood, gas or pellet (compressed 
sawdust) fuels.  Bedrooms are warmed by 
the heat from the central part of the home 
migrating into those areas.  Your central heat 
system uses a big electric blower to move the 
hot air thru out the house, usually heating the 
ceiling first.  Wood and pellet fuels are much 
cheaper than gas or electric as a fuel.  And the 
ambiance of the fuel burning is awesome.

Utilizing the sun’s energy in our area is a 
no-brainer, we have about 300 sunny days 
a year.  Heating water from the sun was 
very popular in the 70s and 80s due to huge 
rebates, unfortunately the technology was in 
its infancy and was not nearly as durable as 
it is today.  Most of those systems fell apart 
or were so poorly installed they did not last 
more than ten years.  Today’s systems should 
last 50 to 100 years and by being a closed loop 
system they are much more efficient.  Solar 
heating saves about 40 to 50 percent on your 
gas or electric water heater bill.

Photovoltaic means making electricity from 
the sun.  Substantial rebates are available from 
the state and federal governments if you are 
willing to make the investment to become a 
provider of electricity to PG&E.  By creating 
your own electricity you are billed annually 
rather than monthly, and you generate the 

Alternative Energies Save Money
expensive electricity first.  Solar electric 
does require area on your roof facing south 
or southwest without shading during the 
peak hours of the day.  Solar panels can be 
integrated into the roof or they can be free 
standing racked on the ground at a 40 degree 
angle. Wind mills are some of the oldest 
home-made energy systems.  Mostly for 
pumping water, but in today’s world wind 
can generate lots of electricity on the coastal 
range.  However, in order to erect a tower 
for your windmill you need a minimum 2 
acre lot.  www.bergey.com has a lot of use-
ful information on wind power systems.  
The state government has rebates for wind 
power generation and we have lots of wind 
in our area.

Alternative fuels for engines are cooking 
oil and ethanol.  I converted my diesel truck 
to run on cooking oil, used or new, and I 
process waste cooking oil by filtration into 
a designated fuel tank on my truck.  There 
is currently a plan to build an ethanol plant 
in the Santa Maria Valley, creating fuel from 
fermenting vegetable matter.  Marian Hos-
pital has run a fuel line from the city dump 
to a methane fueled electric generator at the 
hospital.

 Solar lighting is also known as skylights.  
The newer, smaller, versions are 8” diam-
eter or bigger and are utilizing polished 
aluminum interiors to conduct more light 
into the room and diffuse it widely.  Inte-
rior bathrooms with no window are perfect 
candidates for this product, also large rooms 
with dark corners and be lit naturally with 
tubular skylites.  Anytime you have ques-
tions on alternative energies please feel free 
to call me at Nostalgics, Inc., at 773-4665. 
Get $10.00 off chimney cleaning with their 
ad on page 8.

Cruzin’ For Life Thanks Community
Cruzin’ for Life would like to thank our spon-

sors, cruisers, donators, vendors and volunteers 
who helped with the 3rd Annual Cancer Survi-
vor Cruise on October 7th. We raised more than 
$45,000 to be split between Marian Cancer Center 
and the American Cancer Society.  

The cruise could not have happened without 
John Will, the community of Old Orcutt, County 
of Santa Barbara-Public Works and Cal-Trans-
District 5.  The Burnout Competition’s success 
goes to the Santa Maria Airport District, the 
Fence Factory of Santa Maria, United Rentals, 
Simon Construction, California Highway Patrol, 
Larrabee Bros., Tom Petty, the Burnout Sponsors 
(Bob Pyne Transmissions, Best Buy Auto Sales, 
Raf’s High Performance and J’s Tires) and to 
the volunteers.

Thank you St. Joseph High School for use of 
the gym for our dinner/dance. Clyde George 
of Pacific Auctioneers, Jim Glines and Trisha 
McCall of Community Bank of Santa Maria, 
your invaluable expertise, time and support is 
immeasurable.

Thank you to Richard’s Photography & Co. 
and Joe Davila Photography for the wonderful 
photography and the coverage at all 3 events.  
Photos of the events may be viewed at www.
joedavila.com.

Claire Sheehy announced that United Blood 
Bank collected over 20 pints of blood.  A heartfelt 
thanks to the blood donors and Jack’s Restaurant 
who provided meals to donors.

To our major supporters, KCOY TV 12 and 
the Orcutt Morning Kiwanis group, your con-
tributions are genuinely appreciated. From the 
advertising to the footwork for auction dona-
tions and to the talents of Jim Byrne as Master 
of Ceremonies, thank you just does not seem 
like enough. 

There are many individuals and businesses 
involved; we cannot name everyone, but know 
that you will always be in our hearts.

Thank you Orcutt and surrounding commu-
nities for your support and we hope to see you 
next year.  Mark September 29, 2007 in your 
calendars.

Cruzin’ for Life Board Members
www.cruzinforlife.net

Plant Allergy-Free Trees
I heard Joni Gray on KUHL talking about 

putting 40 trees in Orcutt.  Sounds great, but 
first we should all read a book entitled “Safe 
Sex in the Garden: an Allergy Free World” by 
Tom Orgen.

The number of people showing up with al-
lergies or asthma in the last 20 years or so has 
increased by a large amount.  Why?  Our medi-
cines should be able to prevent this, no?  Most 
of these new sufferers are children.

Santa Maria prides itself for being a “tree” 
city, and that is true.  Drive down any street and 
you will see trees of various kinds and varieties.  
Cities have requirement for city trees.  They can’t 
mess up the pavement with big roots and they 
can’t be messy dropping fruit and blossoms 
around.  So, what do the city fathers do?  They 
plant trees like the “fruitless mulberry”.  What is 
a fruitless mulberry?  A mutant, a sterile clone?  
No, it’s just a male tree...no fruit.

Plants reproduce by various pollinating meth-
ods; bees, ants, moths, birds, bats, but mostly 
by the wind.  The mulberry is wind pollinated. 
Any with any plant that is wind pollinated, the 
male tree has to make lots of pollen because of 
the haphazard process.  It is this pollen that is 
causing many of our allergies.  There are thou-
sands of trees and other plants out there adding 
to our misery.

Our cities are now overrun by these pollen 
spewing trees.  We should be aiming for an al-
lergy free environment whenever possible.

Tom Orgen explains this and more in his book.  
For the future health of our citizens, this book 
and its information should be read by public-
minded citizens.  

Dorothy Hull

Letters
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 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate
 Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 

 only • Please call for appointment.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DON’T PAY!

 Regular price  $44.00

 Expires 12-31-06

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 24 00
 +tax Bill, Paul, Dena and Jesse have a combined 75+ years of 

 experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt 
 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

rrs TM

 Threshold Ministries Third 
 Annual Christmas 
 Mission Market

 December 2, 10:00 – 2:00
 Orcutt Presbyterian Church, 

 993 Patterson Road

 Fifteen ministries will gather 
 to share their work.

 Shop for unique retail and 
 alternative gifts that help fund 

 ministry programs.

 The First 100 Shoppers Will 
 Receive a Free Gift!
 Bring this ad and receive 

 25% off  your jewelry 
 purchase from Threshold Ministries

 Info:  www.tmihope.org or 938-5882

 Sheila Gibilisco
 Owner

 130 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt
 Call for your appointment today.

 934-8682

NOW OPEN
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Open Sundays by appointment

321B Town Center West, Santa Maria • Between Big 5 and Rite Aid 
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 This article by Pamela Waterman was first 
published in the January 1996 issue of Boys’ 
Life magazine, and speaks of William W. Or-
cutt, the person for whom many old-timers say 
Orcutt was named.

William Orcutt stood in the middle of 
a strange-looking area near Los Ange-
les, California (owned by the Hancock 
family, of Marian Hospital and Hancock 
College in Santa Maria).  All around him 
pits of sticky tar oozed up from deep in 
the earth.

The young geologist’s job that day in 
1901 was to look for oil in a place called 
Rancho La Brea.  He knew that tar was 
a good sign of other oil deposits nearby 
(Brea is the Spanish word for tar).

But Orcutt spotted something that made 
him forget his search for oil.  At the edge of 
a pond, he found bones that were different 
from any he had every seen. Orcutt did not 
realize it at the time, but he had stumbled 
across what would be the largest group of 
Pleistocene Ice Age fossils every found in 
a single place.

Just Old Bones
Whenever Orcutt found time to dig, he 

would hike to La Brea with his tools.  He 
discovered fossils of early camels, ele-
phants, bison and several kinds of birds.  

The animals he found lived during the 
late Pleistocene period, 10,000 to 40,000 
years ago.  The fossils preserved in the 
tar were a good scientific record of their 
existence.  

Orcutt’s Namesake Made his Mark 
in Archeology, Geology & Oil

“Find anything interesting?” people 
would ask Orcutt after he had excavated 
all day in the hot sun.  “Just old bones,” the 
young geologist answered.  He was afraid 
curious fossil hunters would invade the 
area if work leaked out about how old the 
bones really were.

The Big Discovery
After five years of part-time digging, 

Orcutt found his most important fossil.  It 
was an entire skull of a saber-toothed cat, 
the first ever found in the world.  

With that discovery, Orcutt decided to 
call a paleontologist from the University 
of California at Berkeley.  The professor 
immediately hopped on a train for Los 
Angeles, eager to see the fossils.

Once the university scientist told the 
newspapers about the treasures in the tar 
pits, people flocked to the area and carried 
away bones as souvenirs.

Orcutt’s Reward
After the paleontologists began their own 

excavations at La Brea, Orcutt continued 
his old job of searching for oil (in Orcutt, 
CA) until his death in 1942.  He never re-
ceived much credit for his discovery.

But as a scientist, Orcutt’s reward was 
knowing that he was the first to recognize 
“the Boneyard ” as a treasure chest of fos-
sils.  More than 600 species of mammals, 
plants, birds, reptiles and insects have been 
found in the tar pits since 1901.

Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park. $100/cord; $60 
for 1/2 cord. Contact park office 934-6123 for appt.
Sewing lessons:   ages ten and up.   My home---your own machine 
not required.  Learn at own pace.  Reasonable rate.   Call Robin at 
Robin’s Bobbins @ 937-1299.  
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors, windows, cabinets, 
lights, tubs, sinks, and lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) 
at 50% or less of retail. 2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. 
Tuesdays, 10-1; Fridays from 10-4 and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of each month from 10-1.
Former Marines interested in forming a Marine Corp. league detach-
ment,  please call Archie Miller for details.    478-8841.   
Baby Cockatiels, hand-fed, ready for a good home! Bird diapers 
also available.  937-7388
*Model Home* Furnishings Warehouse full of designer furniture.  Fill 
your whole house for under $9,800.
1920’s electric sewing machine in oak cabinet. Works great, ap-
praised at $1000 by antique dealer. Priced at $150; antique floor 
light, coloniel style with milk glass shade $50; small mission style 
one-of-a kind dresser, antique dealer said wood was about 100 
years old.  Good condition $150; ladies bike, good condition, ready 
to ride. Brakes, nice seat & good tires $25; exercise bide used at 
cardio-rehab center, excellent condition $35.  Call to make an ap-
pointment 937-6575
Trailer hitch, EZ lift, 8 pieces, hitch for towing a car with an 
automatic transmission., Karaoke machine, Unused, Domino set, 
solid opalene, unused, collectors item, PC printer, H/P 3820, full 
ink, unused, Old typewriter, portable collectors item, works good, 
Hearing aids, a pair, unused, I HATE THEM, Black and Decker hedge 
trimmer, Jacket, leather, unworn, medium, Kitchen Range, JENN-
AIR, Microwave, hood combination, Kenmore, Guitar, six string, 
Great for beginner. PLEASE COME OVER, TAKE A LOOK, MAKE AN 
OFFER, Bill 937-1538.
2003 CHEV SUBURBAN Lo mi, xlnt cond, leather buckets 1st & 2nd 
row,DVD player,6CD player,Bose Speakers,tow pkg,wide tires & 
alum rims, too much to list...$19K...call 937-6619
OAK DAY BED, Contemporary, xlnt shape,matt incl. if needed...$100 
call 937-6619

Classified Ads
Individuals, sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for 25 

words. Send via email to orcuttpioneer@yahoo.com.

Oster Breadmaker   Never used Model 5858. $25, 2 Metal Coun-
ter/Bar Stools Padded w/arms 24”. $25ea., New Electric Towel 
Warmrail. $25, New Goodyear Tire w/Rim&Lug Nuts 235/50/16.  
$50, Electric Hedge clippers 14” $25, Donut Spare Tire 5 Hole 
35/80/D16. $10.   934-1364
9 Drawer dresser with lighted mirrored hutch  $500.00 obo; 2ct dia-
mond, 10ct yellow gold tennis bracelet $200.00 obo, 934-0459.
Aquarium 55gal., wood cabinet and canopy hood, and equip-
ment $450obo, ocean kayak $400obo, scuba tanks $25each, 
925-5292.
Wanted – manual typewriter 937-3411
27” double wall oven with convection, like new, $500; 36” micro-
wave over-range style cream color, great cond. $150; 36” gas cook-
top with 4 burners, cream color, great cond. $150; stainless steel 
double-bowl kitchen sink, 18-gauge $75; side-by-side refrigerator, 
cream color $50; kitchen lighting, two 4”pendants $20 one hanging 
down light with frosted glass $30.   Call 264-1684.
Franciscan Ware dishes, Echo pattern, 90 pcs. 1956, $150; White 
sew. mach., 1926,sewing basket style cabinet, excel cond.  $175. 
6 framed prints on foil by Lionel Barrymore. $95; Punch and Judy 
toby jugs, excel. cond.$300. 937-9669
Lovely Kimball Spinet piano with bench seat.  Piano is in very good 
condition and plays well.  Excellent deal at $400.00.  Call 922-4469 
for an appt. to see it.
Beautiful new porcelain dolls $35each; Tiffany-style new table 
lamps $10 each 937-2110.
BEAUTIFUL musical, lighted, Xmas gazebo, 15 in. $25.New, was 
$50. 934-5372
Entertainment Center, oak, xlnt. cond. xlnt storage, $500 firm. Holds 
34”W TV, 56”Hx64”Wx24”D. Call 937-1256.
FREE PINE FIREWOOD HAYWARD TRUSS, 928-7441, 1200 W. LA 
BREA AVE. SANTA MARIA
“WANTED” dead or alive, drink or smoke ok, old motorcycles. Will 
haul way for you! 805-249-0370.
Two Living Air purifiers, king featherbed, beautiful wood-framed 
wall/dresser mirror, cream hanging lamps, salad shooter, espresso 
machine, 1970s Avon collection, 1994 new beanie babies collec-
tion, coffee pot, Christmas and Easter decorations, jewelry, plus 
misc. 938-9958.
Score big time with this! King-size bedroom furniture - headboard, 
triple-wide dresser and two nightstands with drawers. Walnut. Very 
good condition. $375. Matching lamps at $15 each. 937-5668.
Antiques for Sale:  Nice Victorian side chair $150, Electrified Gone 
With the Wind Lamp $200.  Porcelain face doll $50.  Assorted hand 
painted plates $5.ea.  old tattered quilts $25.ea,  mahogany shad-
owbox $50. christening gown $15.00.  Other misc. 938-5014
For sale: 8’ oak claw foot sofa $150.00 matching 6’ $100.00. Great 
condition. Beige & Blue.  934-2871
Day Bed, Solid Oak Contemporary style. Great cond. Matteress 
Incl.$75. Call  937-6619
Housecleaning, $9/hr. Kerry 937-3411
WATERBED. California King, deluxe headboard with mirror and 
shelves, tall pedestal with 6 drawers, padded rails, newer heater, 
liner and mattress. $495 OBO. 878-1739.



11Orcutt Pioneer ~ November 29, 2006OP
Special Events
The Tri City Sound Chorus of Sweet Adelines 

International invites women who love to sing 
to join us for our annual Christmas Family and 
Friends Concert.  December 7, St. Andrew Method-
ist Church Fellowship Hall 3945 S. Bradley, Santa 
Maria, 7pm.  Rehearsals begin November 2 and 
continue throughout November on Thursday the 2, 
9, 16, and 30.  We do not rehearse on Thanksgiving. 
Rehearsals will be held at the same location at the 
same time. Info: 736-7572

Threshold Ministries Third Annual Christmas 
Mission Market, December 2,10-2 at Orcutt Pres-
byterian Church.  Non profit mission organizations 
are invited to participate.  

limited number of spaces. October 1, 2006 
is the deadline.  Info: Tammy  TMIHope_
missionmarket@msn.com or 938-5882.

Monthly or Weekly Events
   All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior 

Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second 
Saturday of each month  8 – 10 am:.  Adults 
$3.50, Children $2.00

  BINGO - every Wednesday afternoon at OASIS, 
420 Soares Avenue, Orcutt.  Early bird at 12:30PM, 
plus 26 games for cash and door prizes. Come join 
the fun!   937-9750

Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters 
Of The American Revolution meeting on the second 
Saturday of each month, 10:30am. Info:  934-4438

 Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm 
to 9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.  
Everyone is invited to come and listen and male 
singers to participate.   Info:  934-0399. 

Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs; Knollwood 
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  Systems 
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG” 
at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Visitors are welcome. Info: 
Ray@ 937-6938.

Central Coast Women’s Soccer Association start 
its fall season in September. Women ages 19 & 
up are welcome, of all skill level. Games are held 

Sundays and the teams work out at least once dur-
ing the week. For more information, the website is 
www.eteamz.com/ccwsa or call Patti at 925-9184.

Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support class for 
the newly bereaved held 5 times a year (Tues 10:00 
to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and 

a Grief Recovery Support Group every Tues. 3:00 
to 4:30 in the 

conference room at Minami Center, 600 W. Enos 
in Santa Maria. Info on either group: Marian Hos-
pice at 739-3830

Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt Camping, 
hiking, lots of outdoor activities. Family oriented 
pack. Siblings are invited! Join the fun of the most 
exciting Cub Scout pack around. Contact Cubmas-
ter Darrel Parker at 934-7931or Fred Carbone for 
more information e-mail: drfredcarbone@cs.com 
Check out Pack 93’s Website  http://lospadre-
spack93.tripod.com/

50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis 
de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, Second 
Thursday of each month 11:30am for community 
news and potluck lunch.  Info:  937-3119.

Flea Market at The Loading Dock, 315 S. Broad-
way, Old Orcutt, rain cancels on the first Saturday 
of each month:   Info on booth rental or other:  
934-3471

Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny Hills 
Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. Clark, 
Orcutt on the second Thursday of each month 
4:30pm.  Info: 934-8325

Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” is open to 
the public and sells recycled building materials 
from construction sites and business donations.  
Doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and 
lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) are 
sold at 50% or less of retail.    Habitat for Human-
ity also accept donations. Located at 2053 Preisker 
Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Hours are Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 10 AM to 1 PM and the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month from 10 AM to 3 PM.

Job’s Daughters is an organization for young 
women ages 10 - 20 that teaches leadership, self-
confidence, fundraising and philanthropic activi-
ties, friendship and respect for people and cultures 
and has over 20,000 members in the USA; Canada; 
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 Come See
 our 

 Showroom

 With Coupon Good 
 Through  1-15-07

 RESIDENTIAL RETROFIT SPECIALIST
 SAVE 10% on Milgard Replacement 

 Windows and Doors
 Energy Efficient • Noise Reduction • Home Enhancement

 OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE  427 W. BETTERAVIA RD STE D • SANTA MARIA

 925-2279

 FREE ESTIMATES • PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
 Lic. 601581

Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 3470 Orcutt Road
 Evergreen Shopping Center

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $9.00 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out! ($10.50 if delivered) 

 No Coupon Needed!

 (805) 878-4340 • (805) 938-7681 (805) 878-4340 • (805) 938-7681
 125 E. Clark • Old Orcutt 125 E. Clark • Old Orcutt

 Cheryl O’Keefe-Severn Cheryl O’Keefe-Severn
 Realtor® Realtor®

Australia; the Philippines and Brazil.  For a girl 
to qualify, she must have a Masonic relationship.  
Assistance is offered to identify the Masonic rela-
tionship.  Info: Pat Cuthbertson, Bethel Guardian, 
at 937-0838.

Ladies of American Legion Auxiliary meeting, 
Post 534 on the third Wednesday of each month 
in Old Orcutt at the Post.

La Leche League monthly meeting.  Open to all 
mothers with breastfeeding/parenting ideas to 
share held on the third Wednesday of each month 
10am  Non-affiliated meeting at Lutheran Church 
of our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley Rd. 

Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS Senior 
Center, 420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt on the second 
Friday of each month at 7:30 pm.  Info: 937-9750.  
Everyone welcome.

MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) meets every 
2nd and 4th Monday @ 6:30pm at Pacific Christian 
Center, 3435 Santa Maria Way. If you have a child 
from infancy-kindergarten, join us for fun, food, 
crafts, speakers and more. Childcare is provided. 
Info: 934-3491 or www.pacificchristian.net.
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 Available Rentals Available Rentals

 Charlene Miller
 (805) 478-8842

 Suzie Ruiz
 (805) 757-7183
 Se Habla Español

 Property Management
 “There’s No Place Like Home”
 1140 E. Clark Ave., Suite 170

 Santa Maria, CA 93454
 (805) 934-3515

 SPACIOUS 2 bedroom/2 bath mobile home, 
 approx. 1600 sq. ft.  2 car garage, water, garbage 
 & landscaper included.  $1,100/mo with  $1,100 
 security deposit.  1 small pet ok w/ additional 
 deposit.  No smoking, applicants need proof of age 
 (55+).  Available now.  Call for more info.  D111P

 COMPLETELY UPGRADED!  2 bedroom, 1 bath single family, 
 Santa Maria home, has been completely renovated.  New wiring, 
 plumbing, flooring, roof, interior/exterior paint, counter tops, brand 
 new gas stove, lawn, doors, and fencing.  A must see!  Zoned for 
 residential/commercial.  Lot approx. 9,500 sq. ft. w/ alley access.  
 $ 1,100 /mo. with $ 1,100  security deposit, Landscaping included.  
 No pets, no smoking.  Available now.  Call today for more info.   
 C111P

 SINGLE LEVEL TOWNHOME!   3 bedroom/2 
 bath, huge great room w/cozy fireplace.  $1,600/
 mo with $1,600 security deposit.  6 month lease, 
 then month-to-month.  No pets, no smoking.  
 Available now.  Call for more info. W233P

 Housesharing!   2 fully furnished rooms 
 available for rent, all utilities paid. Month-to-
 month rental lease, no pets, no smoking.  One 
 room $ 600 /mo with $ 600  security deposit, and 
 one room $ 700 /mo with $ 700  security deposit.  
 Call for more info. F586P

 No Photo Available

 LOTS OF HOUSE FOR THE MONEY!  
 Affordable large 4 bedroom/2 bath home.  Perfect 
 for large family with approx. 1,867 sq. ft. of living 
 space, room for possible additional unit.  Seller 
 will help with buyers closing costs.  Call today!
 $379,900.00, P121 P

 RARE BUILDABLE LOT IN SHELL BEACH! 
 Use plans for 1400-1800 sq. ft. 2 story home, or design 
 your own!  Owner has schematic plans, they were 
 reviewed by City of Pismo P.D, soils tests completed.  
 Potential Ocean views from upper floors!  $499,000.00, 
 E160P

 DOUBLE WIDE MOBILE HOME  in well-
 managed Mobile Home Park.  Pets allowed.  55 
 or older.  Newer carpet and flooring.  Amenities 
 include pool, spa, clubhouse, RV Storage.  Call 
 today for more info.  $50,000.00, T170P

 LOOK NO FURTHER!   Beautiful Foxenwood Estates, 4 
 bedroom, 3 bath home on quiet cul-de-sac.  Custom 
 curved staircase.  Hardwood floors in entry and upstairs 
 landing.  Lush landscaping in front and back yards.  
 Covered patio.  Separate office.  Plantation shutters in 
 formal living room and master bedroom.  $649,900.00, 
 B457P

 LARGE HOME, HORSE PROPERTY!   Tri-level home 
 on approx. 1 acre corner lot in Nipomo.  4 bedrooms, 2.5 
 baths with an attached guest house close to 1200 sq. ft. 
 without permits.  Listed price is below appraised value.  
 For additional information or a private showing, call today.  
 Take Tefft to E. Las Flores to La Quinta.  $649,900.00, 
 L159P

 BEAUTIFUL BURINDA BUILT HOME!  
 3 bedroom, 2 bath home just a short distance from Ralph 
 Dunlap School!  Large sunny kitchen w/ granite slab count -
 ers, newer appliances, and warm Pergo flooring.  Spacious 
 Living Room, remodeled baths w/ tile flooring.  Huge lot w/ 
 gorgeous landscaping & RV parking, all on a quiet cul-de-sac!
 $469,000.00, K462P

 DISCOVER THE MAGIC FOUND WITHIN  this pride of 
 ownership home in Orcutt School District, close to schools and 
 shopping. It boasts 4 bedrooms with a Charming master suite on 
 the ground floor. It comes with 2.5 tastefully decorated, oversized 
 baths. The private corner location, vaulted ceilings, wood shutters 
 in the living room and a Viking Commercial Stove in the kitchen 
 are but a few benefits awaiting your review. Call for your private 
 showing.  $599,900.00, V442P

 NO ASSOCIATION DUES HERE!   Nicely 
 updated Los Alamos home in beutiful wine 
 country.  Plenty of parking and flagstone patio 
 with veranda for entertaining.  2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
 lots of windows give a light and bright interior.
 $549,000.00, C355P

 BEAUTIFUL LAKE VIEWS  from this 2 bedroom 
 home located in the gated community of North Shore 
 Ski & Boat Club.  Private dock just a short distance 
 from the house.  Private launch ramp.  Additional 
 storage garage included.  Large Living area & Dining 
 area.  Call for more information.  $499,000.00, N607P

 WONDERFUL  newer 3 bedroom/2 bath home!  
 Spacious Living Room, large Dining area.  Sunny 
 Kitchen with tile counters and flooring.  Plus Breakfast 
 Bar!  Beautiful yard with Santa Maria style BBQ and 
 patio area with brick pavers.  Finished garage.  Move-in 
 ready!  $397,000.00, A172P

 LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!   Spacious home has 4 
 bedrooms, 3.5 baths and is conveniently located in close proximity to 
 shopping!  Large Living Room has fireplace and crown molding.  
 Formal Dining plus eat-in kitchen.  There is an indoor laundry room.  
 The Master is over-sized, enormous Family Room has separate 
 entrance with one bedroom and 1.5 baths on that level.  Could be 
 possible In-Law quarters.  This home is approximately 3,392 sq. ft.
 $625,000.00, D104P

 CHARMING!   Very tastefully done, 3 bedroom/2 bath 
 mobile home.  New exterior/interior paint.  Nicely 
 landscaped, laminate flooring, faux wood blinds, new light 
 fixtures, chandelier, stove and hood.  Storage in laundry 
 room and extra storage in garage.  Patio has indoor/
 outdoor carpet, fruit trees in backyard.  Call for more info.
 $168,000.00, V131P

 GORGEOUS HOME!   3 spacious bedrooms, 2 baths 
 Orcutt home.  Upgraded kitchen with granite tile 
 counters, tile flooring, black appliances w/ built-in 
 microwave.  Breakfast bar and nook, inside laundry area, 
 tile roof, and a maintenance free yard!  Call today for a 
 private tour.  R430P, $424,500.00

 RARE TRIPLE WIDE IN KNOLLWOOD!  
 This spacious 2 bedroom, 2 bath has formal Living and 
 Family rooms.  Dining room has built-in hutch.  There is a 
 Sun room located directly off of Family room.  Large Kitchen 
 w/plenty of cabinets and counter space.  Indoor laundry and 
 Master bath has soaking tub & separate shower.  Call today!
 B393P, $169,000.00

 EXTREMELY NICE   triple wide on foundation in 
 family park.  Two years new.  3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
 approx. 2150 sq. ft.  Newer applicances, ceiling fans, 
 light and bright and spacious.  Call for more info.
 $429,900.00, U353P

 CHARMING HOME   with a great floor plan in 
 gated South Point Estates.  3 bedrooms/2 baths 
 with desirable loft.  Cozy fireplace in Living Room, 
 built-in bookshelves, tile flooring, new fencing in 
 nice sized yard.  A must see  $439,900.00, W359P

 Curt Cragg
 934-3369

 Mary Ann  Wright
 331-0995

 Dorothy Guida
 680-5346

 Steve Southwick
 878-1401

 Sue Noble
 451-2774

 Charlene Miller
 478-8842

 Margie Mattly
 294-5050

 Miko Nehman
 714-8124

 Christy Bagby
 714-7726

 1140 E. Clark Ave #170, 
 Santa Maria, CA  
 Located in the 

 Albertson’s  Shopping Center
 “There’s no place like Home.”

 www.callhomerealty.com

 Necia Shelton
 934-3369

 Lisa Morinini
 252-1769

 Sharon DeBacker
 878-2860

 Vi Sparks
 878-6255

 Shirley Ginn-Fong
 878-3968

 (805)  934-3369

 Information Not Verified • Call www.CallHomeRealty.com for More Available Properties

 Camera
 Shy!

 Happy Happy Happy
 Holidays Holidays Holidays

 2 FOR THE PRICE OF 1!   3 bedroom plus 
 detached legal 1 bedroom, new carpet and 
 interior paint.  New oven/ranges and new light 
 fixtures.  Call today for more information. 
 $435,000.00, A200P

 WONDERFUL VIEW   from this beautiful South Vandenberg Village home.  
 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage.  Approx. 1,467 sq. ft., lot approx. 13,504 
 sq. ft.  New interior paint, remodeled kitchen with pantry and reverse 
 osmosis.  Refinished parquet flooring, dual pane windows, large Master.  
 Walk out on large deck and enjoy the view!  Backyard tastefully 
 landscaped and has French drains through out leading to front street, plus 
 a fire pit for your enjoyment.  Call today!   $415,000.00, S408P

Orcutt Pioneer
4620 Via Nina
Orcutt, CA 93455


