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In 1997 the Orcutt Community Plan was 
officially adopted and identified Old Town 
Orcutt as a “commercial center, a mixed-use 
area, and a cultural focus for the commu-
nity”.  In 1999 a Community Development 
Block Grant allowed County Planning and 
Development to begin work on a revitaliza-

Old Town Orcutt Study Sets Tone for Traffic
tion program for the area.

As part of this revitalization project, por-
tions of road were re-striped to provide 
additional parking in Old Town in 2004.  
That same year the County of Santa Barbara 
amended the transportation sections of the 
Orcutt Community Plan and established a 

Pedestrian Area-
Old Town Orcutt 
Overlay District 
to “facilitate rede-
velopment of the 
district, enhance 
the Clark Avenue 
a n d  B ro a d w a y 
Street corridors, 
and promote pe-
destrian activity in 
the district.”  This, 
of course, resulted 
in the re-striping of 
Clark Avenue from 
four lanes to two 

and the addition of angled parking spaces.
In July of 2006, the new Old Town Orcutt 

Streetscape Plan and Commercial Design 
Guidelines were approved and, at the re-
quest of the Count Board of Supervisors, 
an analysis was begun on the impact of the 
Clark Avenue re-striping.

In June of this year the findings of that 
study were presented to the Planning 
Commission along with public comments.  
The study was unanimously accepted and 
forwarded to the Board of Supervisors who 
received and filed it last month.

The Old Town Orcutt Traffic, Circulation 
and Parking Study was prepared by engi-
neering consultants Penfield & Smith and 
covers the Old Town Orcutt Pedestrian Area 
along Clark Avenue from Marcum Street to 
Norris Street, including one half block north 
and south of Clark Avenue and one half 
block east and west of Broadway.  

The full scope of the study extends from 
State Route 1 to the west, State Route 135 

to the east, North Avenue to the north and 
Union Avenue to the south.

The purpose of the study is to evaluate 
existing traffic and parking impacts, to 
predict what these conditions will be like 
in ten years, and to address the impacts 
of future growth in the area.  The “future 
buildout” portion of the study specifically 
addressed the Orcutt Community Plan, the 
Santa Maria General Plan, and various street 
network scenarios.

In addition to an analysis of existing 
parking supply and demand the study 
also collected and evaluated vehicle clas-
sification data, vehicle speed data, vehicle 
progression data, origin/destination data, 
and collision data.

The study determined that if the commer-
cial area of Old Town Orcutt were to double 
in size, the demand for parking would still 
fall within the 90% peak parking capacity.  
According to the study, the current demand 
for parking is at only 36% of the available 
1,129 spaces.

To determine these percentages, Penfield 
& Smith conducted hourly parking counts 
of both on-street and off-street parking.  
The highest volume of on-street parking 
was found to be on Clark Avenue between 

In an effort to alleviate traffic concerns of 
Orcutt residents, the Santa Maria Planning 
Commission instituted several traffic circula-
tion conditions in its November 5th approval 
of the huge, mixed use, Lakeview Promenade 
project at the corner of Skyway, Lakeview,  
Orcutt Road, and Highway 135. 

Developer Greg Nester received the Plan-
ning Commission go ahead for his proposal 
to build 270 condo units,  40,000 square feet of 
retail space, a 16,000 square foot athletic club, 
250 seat movie theatre, and 15,000 square feet 
of restaurant space.  The site was originally 
developed as an auto dealership. 

The Santa Maria City Council will review 
the project at its December 2nd meeting.  

Among the mitigation measures applied by 
the Planning Commission is a new stoplight-
--paid for by the applicant at the intersection 
of Skyway Drive and Autopark Drive, just 
west of the property.  The light would be 
coordinated with the nearby stoplight at 
Skyway Drive and Highway 135.  

The developer also will pay for a flashing 
yellow light at the existing crosswalk at the 
intersection of Lakeview Road and Marvin 

Lakeview Condo-Commercial Development 
To Go Before City Council December 2

Street.  School children leaving and entering 
Lakeview and Nightingale schools converge 
at that intersection.  The environmental 
impact report says there would be a vehicle 
increase of about 11% at that intersection 
when schools are dismissed.  

There will also be signage at the Lakeview-
Orcutt Road intersection to direct pedestrians 
to the crosswalk at Marvin Street and side-
walk improvements across Orcutt Express-
way near Spencer’s Market and Lakeview 
Jr. High school.  

The developer will also pay for installation 
of a bus shelter and bus pull-out at Skyway 
Drive and Autopark Drive.  

At a meeting last month, Bret Stewart of 
the Santa Barbara County Public Works De-
partment said that based on Caltrans data, 
the incident rate at the intersection is lower 
that the state rate for similar intersections. 
Stewart said perceptions---based on awkward 
circulation, school zones and speeds---make 
the intersections seem “worse” than they 
actually are.

The intersection at Lakeview Road and 
Highway 135 is complicated because of its 
convergence with the Orcutt Expressway and 

proximity to nearby streets and Lakeview 
and Nightingale schools.  The project itself 
is under city jurisdiction while Highway 135 
is maintained by CalTrans. Santa Barbara 
County is responsible for the area east of the 
intersection. 

Due to the proximity of Lakeview and 
Nightingale schools, officials from the Orcutt 
School District have expressed concern about 
student pedestrian safety.  Marysia Ochej, As-
sistant Superintendent, has written letters to 
CalTrans and the city of Santa Maria request-
ing sidewalk improvements on Orcutt and 
Lakeview roads surrounding the intersection 
and a flashing yellow light on Lakeview ap-
proaching Orcutt Road and Highway 135.   
Ochej requested the planners consider a pe-
destrian bridge over the intersection because 
students will be attracted to the commercial 
development on the northwest corner.  

At the December 2 Santa Maria City Council 
hearing, the council will consider final adop-
tion and will review the mitigation measures 
applied by the Planning Commission.  

Steve Southwick reporting

Old Orcutt 
Christmas 
Parade 

Participant Applications 
Available

A long standing tradition of Orcutt’s 
holiday celebration, the Old Orcutt 
Christmas Parade is scheduled for 
Saturday, December 13. Community 
groups and citizens are encouraged 
to deck the streets and participate!  
Entry form applications are available 
at Old Town Orcutt Market, 405 East 
Clark, Old Orcutt, on-line at www.
orcuttcommunityfoundationinc.org, 
or by calling 937-2747. Completed 
applications may be returned to the 
Orcutt County Fire Station or Old 
Town Market.  

continued on page 7
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THE COTTAGES AT 
HUMMEL VILLAGE in 
Orcutt offer an attractive country 
setting, great amenities and 
abundant activities. And now with 
two distinct communities, you have 
the FREEDOM to choose a lifestyle 
that works for YOU.

Let us do the work while you have 
fun. Live the life you have earned at 
Hummel Village.
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L  A +
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Low-Maintenance 
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THE COTTAGES AT THE COTTAGES AT 

Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 6th, 1-5pm

Enjoy Food & Fun at Both Communities

rsvp (805) 937-2021

Park at Rice Ranch Officially Named

Over the past several months members of 
the community and local government have 
been at work choosing a name for our new 
park.

The park, which is a part of the Rice Ranch 
Housing Development, covers 27 acres and 
includes trails, picnic and barbeque areas, a 
dog park, vista areas, and active playing fields 
with snack shack and restrooms.

On November 18th the Board of Supervisors 
approved the naming of the county park as 
the Orcutt Community Park.  At this time a 
list of the nominated names not chosen was 
also forwarded to the Park Commission in the 
hopes that they might dedicate certain areas 
within the park in their honor.

In January 2009 the park will be turned over 
to the County to be managed and maintained 
by County Parks.

In total, twelve names and suggestions were 

submitted and re-
viewed by a panel of 
seven Orcutt citizens 
representing various 
groups including the 
Orcutt Historical 
Society, the Orcutt 
School District, and 
the Parks Commis-
sion.

Through a care-
ful scoring process, 
Orcutt Community 
Park,  Brookshire 
Glen, Olga Howard 
Community Park, 
William Warren Or-
cutt Regional Park, 
and Joe Gray Re-

gional Park ranked as the top 5 nominees.
Brookshire Glen received a nomination to 

honor an important family in Orcutt over 
the last century (farmers, oil explorers, and 
community activists) as well as the previous 
owners of a portion of the land where the 
park now sits.

Olga Howard (a living nominee who in-
spired a 73 signature petition) founded the 

Orcutt Area Advisory Group, Joe Gray was a 
Parks Commission volunteer for 21 years as 
well as an active Elk and overall enthusiastic 
presence in Orcutt, and William Warren Or-
cutt was, of course, our town’s namesake.

Other nominees included Mary Ruth Monte 
Memorial Park, Chief Ron Bennett Memorial 
Park, and Thomas Rees Park.

Mary Ruth Monte mentored hundreds of 
Girl Scout leaders and thousands of Girl 
Scouts during her forty years in Orcutt, Chief 
Ron Bennett was a part of the Orcutt Fire 
Department for 24 years, mentored countless 
young men and women, and ran our annual 
Haunted House and Christmas Parade, while 
Thomas “Toppie” Rees was a well-known 
local agricultural supporter.

The categories for nomination included 
the role the individual or group played in 
the leadership of government or community 
service, the significant, meaningful, and on-
going accomplishments they made to the 
community that identify them as role models, 
and how they gave their time, energy, and 
resources to improving the quality of life in 
the Orcutt area.

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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 Lic. 480363
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 CONNECTION

 689-6081
 Thomas R. King,  Owner

 ROOM ADDITIONS
A Not-For-Profi t Community-Based Service of Wilshire Foundation
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 �   U NIQUE  G IFTS ,
 �  H OME  D ECOR ,

 �  F IREPLACES  
 & A CCESSORIES

 938-9083
 1157 E. Clark Ave. •  In the Longs Shopping Center

 G REAT  S ELECTION   OF  W OOD  
 & G AS  B URNING  S TOVES ! WWW .J OTUL . US

 2218 S. Thornburg
 Santa Maria, CA 93455

 (805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

There are strong indications the national and 
local housing market is loosening up.  It’s well 
known that  foreclosures have been the major 
player in the 2008 economic downtown. But 
that is changing.  

In all of 2005, there were 540 foreclosures 
in Santa Barbara County---this year alone 
through August, 5923 foreclosures were re-
ported in figures released by Stewart Title.    
But in September, the monthly numbers 
dropped drastically---by two-thirds. 

Why? Miko Nehman of Century 21 Ad-
vantage, who has been involved in the Or-
cutt-Santa Maria real estate market for two 
decades, says major banks are negotiating 
with mortgage holders by discussing a drop 
in interest rates, extending the term of the loan 
from thirty to forty years and even a principal 
reduction. 

In a news release from Orcutt-Santa Maria 
based Century 21 Advantage,  Citigroup, 
Morgan Stanley Chase, the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) and a few other 
large banks are putting a moratorium on both 
initiating new foreclosures and completing 
the foreclosure process on homeowners in 
trouble. 

The homeowner must want to stay in their 
home, be willing to work in good faith with 
the bank to resolve issues, and be able to afford 
payments on the restructured loan. 

More than 4 million Americans homeown-
ers, or 9 percent of borrowers with a mortgage, 
were either behind on their payments or in 

The Orcutt Housing Market 
Shows Signs of Hope

foreclosure at the end of June, according to the 
most recent data from the Mortgage Bankers 
Association.  

Nehman says home sales activity has 
jumped dramatically.  “September was 
the best for closed transactions in several 
months,” she says.   “Orcutt-Santa Maria home 
sales tripled from last September.” 

She says most of the closed sales were 
foreclosed properties marketed the last few 
months by banks through local real estate 
companies.   

As all homeowners are aware, the value of 
their investments has decreased substantially 
over the last couple of years.   Just last Febru-
ary, the average price of an Orcutt home sold 
at $449,330.   In September, the average sales 
price was $350,711.   

But there are signs the bleeding is slowing 
down.  As the credit market loosens up and 
because home prices are now within reach of 
more buyers, Nehman says home prices will 
begin to stabilize.  

Associated Press reported last week that 
nationally, existing home sales rose 7.8 percent 
from September 2007.  

In the west foreclosures have been particu-
larly pronounced.  In the last year the region 
led the nation in terms of sales and median 
home price declines. 

Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Phoenix and San 
Diego posted the sharpest spike in home 

sales last month.
Steve Southwick reporting
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 1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

 established 1978

 GIRLS’ NITE OUT
 December 3, 5-9 p.m.

 including
 PANDORA TRUNK SHOW

 * Refreshments!

 * Door Prize Drawings!

 * Fun!

 Free Gift
 with

 Pandora
 Purchase

 805-922-3939
 www.DoctorGomez.com
 Orion Professional Center

 2151 S. College #202
 Santa Maria CA 93455

 Michael Gomez DDS
 General and Esthetic 

 Dentistry

 Dr. Gomez and his excellent staff 
 are committed to providing you and 

 your family with the highest 
 quality dental, cosmetic and 
 preventive care for all ages.

After seven years as a source of great pride 
for Old Town Orcutt, the David Ryan Gallery 
will sadly be closing its doors at the end of 
December.

In August 2001, Ron and Teri Thatcher 
opened the doors to their freshly painted, 
newly renovated space at 205 East Clark 
Avenue, much to the delight of the whole 
neighborhood.  Formerly an old pool hall 
and briefly a teen nightclub, the run-down 

After Seven Years, David Ryan Gallery Closing its Doors

2500 square foot building became a bright and 
welcoming beacon of better things to come.

The Thatchers, who had no previous art 
training or experience in gallery operations, 
had an intense and devoted love of art and 
saw an opportunity in Orcutt.

“The area seemed to have the demographics 
to support a gallery of the type you would 
have to go to Carmel to visit,” says Ron, 
“And we wanted to bring new, nationally 

recognized art to the community.”
With art exposure and support always the 

top priority, the pair would travel the country 
seeking new artists to show.  As a result, the 
David Ryan Gallery has exhibited the work 
of over 40 artists and sculptors from not only 
the United States, but also from Peru, Italy, 
Russia, and Zimbabwe, to name but a few.

Over the years the gallery gained a reputa-
tion as one of the largest fine art galleries on 
the Central Coast and was voted “Best Art 
Gallery in the Santa Maria Valley” by the 
readers of the Santa Maria Sun six years in 
a row.

Then, just a few months ago, health issues 
caused the Thatchers to re-evaluate their 
lives and created a motivation to simplify, 
though the decision to close was not an easy 
one to make.

“It has been a lot of fun,” says Ron, “Work-
ing with artists and meeting new people, it 
has been a really good experience and we are 
sad to close.  We like to think we were an asset 
to the community.”

To be sure, these sentiments are being 
echoed by local artists and art lovers all across 
the community who will have to say goodbye 

to a place they called home.
“We want to thank those that have sup-

ported the gallery and hope they treasure 
what they’ve bought,” says Ron of his de-
voted patrons.

In keeping with tradition, the David Ryan 
Gallery will still host its monthly Art and 
Wine party the first Friday of December, and 
plans are being made for a wine tasting on 
December 13th to coincide with the Old Town 
Orcutt Christmas Parade.

“We are also once again participating 
in Toys for Tots,” adds Ron, “and want to 
encourage residents to bring in toys.  The 
Marines will be here in full dress to collect 
them on the 13th.”

Integral members of the community till 
the very end, the Thatchers hope to see the 
usual friends and faces until the end of the 
year and invite everyone to stop in and take 
part in their big sale.

The David Ryan Gallery is open Monday-
Thursday 10-6, Friday and Saturday 10-7, and 
Sunday 11-5.  Call (805) 937-1058 for more 
information.

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting



5Orcutt Pioneer ~ November 26, 2008OP Next Issue: Dec. 17 • Submission Deadline: Dec. 3








 
 


 








































 
 




6Orcutt Pioneer ~ November 26, 2008OP Next Issue: Dec. 17 • Submission Deadline: Dec. 3

Psycho-Educational Assessment

Evaluations of learning problems, 
including: LD,SED,ADHD,Asperger’s,

andAutism.

Patrick Murphy, Licensed Educational 
Psychologist (California License #2425), 
and Certified School Psychologist.

info@centralcoastpsychology.com

www.centralcoastpsychology.com

psycholdorcuttpress.indd   1 9/9/07   9:27:05 AM
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Unique Windows, Door inserts, Cabinet doors 

Stained and Leaded Glass 

Fused Glass  

Repairs 

Original Gifts 

Glass Supplies &  Classes 

125 W Clark Ste 105   Tel: 937-8234 

For November, here are some notes from 
all over the Orcutt Union School District ...

Congratulations to Kathy Meissner and 
Jan Zilli on their re-election as members of 
our district board of trustees!  Because they 
ran unopposed, Mrs. Meissner and Mrs. 
Zilli did not appear on the November 4 
local ballot.  They will be serving four-year 
terms. ...

All of Orcutt’s campuses participated in 
the Great Southern California Shake-out, 
a regional earthquake drill on November 
13.  The drill, based on the scenario of a 
catastrophic earthquake on the southern San 
Andreas Fault, included schools, colleges, 
and governmental agencies all over South-
ern California.  It was the largest earthquake 
preparedness activity in U.S. history. ...

Congratulations to the K-Kids service club 
of Ralph Dunlap School!  The K-Kids, who 
are advised by teacher Michelle Boyd and 
by Gary Gross of the Nighttime Kiwanis 
Club of Santa Maria, have been selected to 

Notes from All Around the District
By Dr. Sharon McHolland  Su per in ten dent, Orcutt Union School Dis trict 

receive an “Awesome Kids” award from the 
Santa Barbara County KIDS Network.  The 
K-Kids perform lots of good deeds in sup-
port of their school, community, and world.  
They are very deserving. ...

Save the date:  The annual gala fund-raiser 
for the Orcutt Children’s Arts Foundation 
will take place on Saturday, February 21, 
2009.  OCAF’s honoree will be Café FX, the 
local computer graphics firm that has sup-
plied special effects for many major movies 
and TV series. ...

Orcutt’s six K-6 elementary schools com-
peted this fall in an after-school flag football 
league run by the Boys & Girls Club of 
the Santa Maria Valley.  The Orcutt league 
champion, May Grisham School, was nar-
rowly defeated by the Santa Maria titlist, 
Ontiveros School, in a “City Championship” 
game November 5. ...

While we are on the topic of flag football, 
special thanks to Bill Libbon, Roberto Rodri-
guez, and Ernie Cuevas of the Boys & Girls 

Club for an amazing job of organizing the 
league, refereeing games, and encouraging 
our youngsters! ...

Thinking about alternative forms of en-
ergy?  A number of Orcutt students and 
teachers are!  In three recent classroom con-
tests on energy conducted by the Education 
Collaborative, our district made a strong 
showing.  In a poster contest, Ralph Dunlap 
School sixth graders taught by Tamara Black, 
Denyse Cole, Jim McManus, and April Viau 
shared first and second places, and Pine 
Grove School teacher Kelly Van Allen’s fifth 
graders were third.  In a lesson plan compe-
tition, the Orcutt Academy’s Dona Kintzi 
won first place.  In a PowerPoint contest, 
Ty Fredriks’ high school science students 
at the Orcutt Academy won first and third 
places. ...

In addition, five Ralph Dunlap teachers 
recently earned grants from the Education 
Collaborative.  Dee Ann Clopton and April 
Viau were awarded funding for a shed for a 

school garden, Denyse Cole earned a grant 
for two classroom computers, Abel DelValle 
received funding for a school set of science 
DVDs, and Jim McManus won a grant for 
an ELMO document camera.  We all can be 
grateful for the support our students and 
teachers are receiving from the Education 
Collaborative, which is funded by the Soci-
ety of Petroleum Engineers.

Special thanks to the County of Santa Bar-
bara for ordering and installing a new play 
structure for the Orcutt Academy’s campus 
at Winifred Wolman School in Casmalia.  
The new structure has been a wonderful 
addition to both the school and the Casmalia 
community. ...

Here’s wishing everyone in Orcutt a 
Happy Thanksgiving

Dr. Sharon McHolland can be con-
tacted by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail at 
smcholland@orcut-schools.net, or by mail c/o 
Orcutt Union School District, 500 Dyer Street, 
P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt, CA 93457.

Orcutt Schools Update
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Commercial & Residential
Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning and Protection
www.heavensbest.com

An area is defi ned as a room, hall, bath or large walk in closet. Combined 
living areas, L-shaped rooms and rooms over 200 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas.
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Bright autumn gives way to winter’s 
dim/Harvest time’s bounty dries in 
warm wind/The leaves take their 
turn/Falling and floating—a twist and 
a churn

The autumn moon watches over the 
spoils in the field/After its waning 
crescent darkness does yield/Then 
the heavens sparkle and shout, “Look 
at me!”/As I gander I trip in the dark 
and scrape my knee/So the beautiful 
landscape cries, “Illuminate me!”

Landscape lighting is a fast growing 
trend and for good reasons. You spend 
thousands of dollars for a landscape 
renewal and then when you come 
home each night nearly half the year in 
the dark you and your neighbors and 
passersby can’t even enjoy it. Whas-
sup withat?? Instead come home to a 
breathtaking show and feel great know-
ing that you’re giving the gift of beauty 
to all to see! Consider brightening up 
these holidays.

Landscape lighting has come a long 
way from the old Malibu light sets that 
mom and dad bought in the ‘60s. Those 
poor things didn’t do much, but gave a 
little glow and once the bulbs burned 
out or the car or mower ran over them 
or you smashed them while catching 
the winning football pass with your 
friends, they were neglected and even-

tually tossed.
Well today’s a new day and landscape 

lighting is in a new era with brilliant 
lights and great looking fixtures of cop-
per and coated metals of differing col-
ors to match your taste and blend well 
with their surroundings. The wiring is 
run underground and the installation 
is fairly noninvasive. It’s still low volt-
age so it doesn’t require an electrical 
contractor to install it and it’s easy on 
your energy bill.

The lighting can accent unique items in 
your landscape and property including 
special trees, plants, and structure. 

One of the overlooked benefits is li-
ability. Illuminating your walkways and 
driveways is not only a safety feature, 
but can also be inviting and artsy.

Up lighting and down lighting, re-
cessed and underwater--landscape 
lighting is in your future. A side note: 
avoid LED landscape lighting until the 
bulb technology has been improved. 
Currently they slowly dim with age 
giving the lighting a dingy look.

Visit FX Luminaire’s website at http://
www.fxl.com/ then call me for an esti-
mate. Enjoy the holidays.

My cell phone is 878.5449. State con-
tractor license 917918. Member Irriga-
tion Assocation. 

Illuminate Me!
by Tom Lanier, owner Sprinkler Pros

Gray Street and Broadway Street but peak 
rates only reached 81%, 9% under the re-
quired 90%.

The study also found that, according to 
California Highway Patrol accident data, 
there has been no increase in collision 
rates since Clark Avenue was re-striped at 
two lanes.

In the first buildout analysis conducted 
by Penfield & Smith it was found that, as-
suming all buildout included in the Land 
Use Elements and Circulation Elements 
contained in the Orcutt Community Plan 
and the Santa Maria General Plan were to 
be completed (not including Key Site 22 and 
the extension of Union Valley Parkway), all 
roadways and intersections would operate 
at acceptable levels (with the single excep-
tion of the Clark Avenue/Foxenwood Lane 
intersection) with either the Old Town 
Orcutt Streetscape Plan improvements in 
place or the re-striping of Clark Avenue 
back to four lanes.

The second buildout analysis assumed 
all buildout from Land Use Elements, etc. 
including Key Site 22 and the addition of 
2,000 units as well as the extension of Union 
Valley Parkway.  The results of this analy-
sis found that not as many roadways and 
intersection operated at acceptable levels 
but that improvements could be made to 
raise conditions.

Based on the study, the office of Long 

Traffic Study
continued from page 1

Range Planning will amend the Orcutt 
Community Plan, the Orcutt Transporta-
tion Improvement Program, and the Public 
Infrastructure Financing Plan to “make the 
policies and programs within the docu-
ments consistent with the Old Town Orcutt 
Streetscape Plan”.  

The formalized Streetscape Plan will 
expand the number of angled and parallel 
parking spaces on Clark Avenue to ensure 
adequate supply for future growth.

“I was very happy with the study,” says 
OTORA Vice President Ken McCalip, “I think 
it was what we already knew and that was 
that there is no overflow into the residential 
areas and traffic is moving along okay.”

“The County spent a lot of time looking 
at the traffic situation,” he explains, “and I 
think unanimous votes accepting the study 
verified that some of the statements being 
made by people in the community were 
false.”

“Right now we’re looking forward to en-
gineering plans by the County and getting 
bids and grants for buildouts,” says McCalip, 
“Traffic is a lot smoother now than it used 
to be and these plans will help slow it down 
even more.”

“We now have that pedestrian friendly 
atmosphere and that’s what we want more 
of,” he says, “As far as we’re concerned the 
study is just wonderful.”

To find out more, visit http://longrange.
sbcountyplanning.org/planareas/orcutt/
orcutt.php

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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 COASTAL  TREE SERVICE COASTAL  TREE SERVICE
 “We go out on a limb for you.”  ®SM

 Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
 State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

 Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured  937-7817 937-7817

 Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

 • Trimming • Chipping  • Stump Grinding
 • Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift  • Land Clearing

 • Homeowner Associations • Property Management Companies

 FREE
 ESTIMATES

 Since 1986

 PIONEER COUPON

W. BETTERAVIA

S. 
BR

OA
DW

AY

S. 
TH

OR
NB

UR
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CIT
Y

GL
AS

S

SHERWYN

WILLIAMS

 Come See
 our 

 Showroom

 With Coupon Good 
 Through 12-31-08

 RESIDENTIAL RETROFIT SPECIALIST
 SAVE 10% on Milgard Replacement 

 Windows and Doors
 Energy Efficient • Noise Reduction • Home Enhancement

 OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE  427 W. BETTERAVIA RD STE D • SANTA MARIA

 925-2279

 FREE ESTIMATES • PROMPT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
 Lic. 601581

 Lic  #704690

 Tankless Water Heaters
 &

 Water Line Repiping
 All Your 

 Plumbing 
 and Gas Needs

 PO Box 2368
 Orcutt, CA 93457-2368

 email:hamlinplbg@yahoo.com 

 (805)  938-7775

 ORCUTT-BASED

 BUSINESS!!

 Frank  Hamlin Plumbing

 Frank Hamlin, Owner

 New Construction
 and Repair

 Threshold Ministries’  5th Annual 
 Christmas Mission Market
 Saturday, Dec. 6 10:00am-2:00pm

 Orcutt Presbyterian Church
 993 Patterson Road

 Ministries gather to share their work and offer 
 unique gift items from around the world!

 For More Information Visit www.tmihope.org

 15% Off Any Purchase 
 of at least $10.00

 with coupon • exp. 12-31-08

 Acorn Plaza Shopping Center
 4869 S. Bradley Rd. #18B, Orcutt

 (805) 938-3345 Fax 938-3301

Highway 135 Condition
I like Orcutt. we’ve lived here 14 years and during 

that time we have worked on Vandenberg AFB quite 
a bit. Lately we’ve noticed that the South 135 from 
Lakeview Dr south to the junction of  highway 1 
hasn’t been touched when highway 1 has been as-
phalted twice. I understand that highway 1 is a main 
highway to the base, however, there are hundreds of 
workers who drive down the 135, every day.  I think 
Vandenberg is the county’s largest employer. Am I 
the only one who is appauled with the condition of 
the 135 between Lakeview & highway 1? I called 
Caltrans, 2 months ago, they said in their schedule 
there’s no plans to asphalt the 135 any time soon.  

CJJackson

Union Valley Parkway Extension
I have concerns with the Union Valley Parkway 

Extension project and have yet to see any mention 
of these issues. 

The first one I had while my son attended Lakev-
iew Jr. High, he is a freshman this year at Righetti. 
When the Orcutt School District changed the bus 
routes my son was to cross Union Valley Parkway to 
get to the bus stop along with other children from our 
neighborhood. This concerned me greatly about the 
safety of kids crossing Union Valley Parkway with a 
speed limit of 50 mph! All hours of the day you can 

hear cars and motorcycles using it as a drag strip in 
addition to just the people going the speed limit. 

I called the school district with my concerns and 
they told me that is was a Cal Trans issue and they 
could not regulate the speed limits set by them.  I 
said however that they did have a choice of where 
children were picked up and the response was that 
the kids just had to use caution when crossing. Any-
one seen a student laying in the street after being 
hit by a car? Well I have twice, one in which I saw 
the car hit the child! One survived and one did not! 
And in those two cases the cars were not speeding 
and were going 30 mph and 20 mph. Kids are kids 
and don’t always pay attention.  Of course you also 
have the high schoolers that think a car can stop 
on a dime as they deliberately step out in front of 
traffic. Can you imagine a kid being hit at 50 mph? 
Beginning this school year they have moved a bus 
stop back into our neighborhood. However, kids are 
still friends with kids that live across Union Valley 
Parkway and the speed limit is 50 MPH! 

The second issue I have not seen brought up 
relates to the quote in the September 24th edition 
“provide a major arterial for the movement of 
people and goods through the Santa Maria-Orcutt 
area.” WalMart has purchased property along the 
Union Valley Parkway extension for a possible 
distribution warehouse for goods. I say possible 
because there has been no additional information 
about their purchase of this land and what they plan 

to use it for since. But why would WalMart buy land 
in a residential neighborhood.......to build houses? 
Now we are talking about  an industrial develop-
ment in a residential area with Semi’s driving up 
and down Union Valley Parkway at all hours. 

What the heck is going on with the powers at 
be with the consideration of those of us who live 
here, have lived here all our lives (my family now 
being 4th generation) and bought our homes here.  
We have Old Orcutt a mess now with two lanes 
instead of four and angled parking, speed limits set 
at 50mph in a residential area and now an industrial 
development on the way. I don’t think any of the 
powers at be are thinking of those of us who live 
here, unless of course it is on their street or one street 
over from them! 

Denise A. Goodwin

New Park in Rice Ranch
 The 30 July issue of the Orcutt Pioneer has an 

article from the 4th district Supervisor asking the 
Community for help naming the new 26-acre park, 
which is nearing completion on Rice Ranch.  

The Santa Barbara County Parks Commission had 
already agreed, unanimously, at their 25 October 
2007 hearing that the park be named the “Olga 
Howard Community Park”.  It had the enthusiastic 
support of:  The Friends of Waller Park, Orcutt Area 
Advisory Group, Residents for Preservation of Old 
Town Orcutt, and the North County Deputy Parks 

Director.
Olga, along with Mary Robertson, and LaVonne 

McBroom, incorporated the Orcutt Area Advisory 
Group, inc. on 7 September 1979, to educate the 
community regarding land use, planning & and 
development in the Orcutt area. Olga was its guid-
ing light for he next 25 years.  In the early days 
all County Board of Supervisors and Planning 
Commission hearings were held in Santa Barbara 
putting North County residents at a great disad-
vantage. Through the efforts of the Orcutt Area 
Advisory Group, the Citizens Planning Association 
and The Environmental Defense Center, two of the 
four monthly hearings, are now held in the North 
County. Olga and June Shaw championed the idea 
that county developers should pay Quimby fees to 
insure there was money for parks and open space 
when development occurred.

Olga pushed the idea that the 26-acre park on Rice 
Ranch be build before the first house is  occupied.  
That’s why the park is now almost complete. The 
Commission agreed that their guidelines discour-
aging naming parks for living people was worded 
“discourage” to allow exceptions for exceptional 
people, and that Olga fit that description. 

Why is this new, convoluted procedure, now being 
initiated?   It is very discouraging to see that our 4th 
District Supervisor is so out of touch with what has 
already happen in her district.

 George Pierce 

Letters
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3040 SKYWAY DRIVE ~ SANTAMARIA
Located behind Poor Richard’s Press

922-2322
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Visit Our Website: americanselfstorage.biz
Office Hours: Mon. - Sat. 8AM - 5PM
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Car insurance with

PERSONAL SERVICE.
No extra charge.

At State Farm® you get a competitive rate and an agent 
dedicated to helping you get the coverage that’s right for you 
and the discounts you deserve. Nobody takes care of you like 
State Farm. Contact me. I’ll prove it.

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Bus: 805-937-7275

The Los Padres Artist Guild is proud to 
announce that the featured artists for their 
annual Christmas art and crafts show on 
Thanksgiving weekend will be Beverly Hoe-
bel, Lamar Rowbury 
and their son, Robert 
Hoebel. Beverly cre-
ates beautiful Plein 
Air and Native Ameri-
can paintings in oils 
and pastels on canvas, 
feathers and leather. 
Tina Porter, Christ-
mas Show Chairman, 
explains Beverly’s 
work this way, “Her 
wolves, pumas & ea-
gles on feathers that 
she obtains from the 
reservation are so 
life-like that one can 
see the fur & feathers 
on the animals. The 
sun actually shines 
through the trees in 
her pieces.”  Beverly 
recently was a lead 
artist in murals paint-
ed at Marian Hospital and at the Santa Maria 
Discovery Museum. Lamar Rowbury, a na-
tive of Shelly, Idaho was fortunate to have 
received encouragement and training at a 
young age from his father, a professional 
artist. He teamed with his father and brother 
to exhibit his work nationally. Lamar paints 
dynamic seascapes, quiet pastorals and early 
Americana. He earned the People’s Choice 
Award at the 2008 Autumn Arts Festival Fine 
Art Show. Their son, Robert Hoebel special-
izes in painting wild life with the airbrush 
technique. “Robert’s Soaring Eagle painting 
actually seemed to be in flight,” says Tina. 
“We are so excited to display their work and 
to be able to watch each of these extraordi-
nary artists paint throughout the weekend 
at the show.”

 Also featured will be fine art and hand 
made crafts, including paintings, photogra-
phy, sculptures, wood, silk, glass, jewelry, 
ceramics, and Christmas ornaments. “This 
is a great opportunity to begin your holiday 
gift shopping,” adds guild president Michael 
Corob, “Many of the unique items can be 
found nowhere else. All of the work is made 
by members of the artist guild, most of whom 
live in the Santa Maria Valley. In addition to 

October 11th marked the seventh an-
nual Cause 4 Paws event put on by the Santa 
Barbara County Animal Care Foundation.  
Hundreds of pets, pet walkers, and pet lovers 
gathered in Pioneer Park to raise money to 
save the lives of local shelter animals.

The Santa Barbara County Animal Care 
Foundation was founded in 2002 as an ef-
fort to generate philanthropic support for 
Santa Barbara County Animal Services.  The 
Foundation is a non-profit, all-volunteer or-
ganization dedicated to directly benefiting the 
homeless, abandoned, and neglected animals 
in our community.

The SBCACF was instrumental in building 
the new Santa Maria Animal Center and is 
now focused on community partnership and 
educating the public on the proper treatment 
of animals.

By promoting animal welfare and bettering 
the quality of life of animals through educa-
tion, outreach, collaboration, and “promotion 
of the humane ethic and responsible treatment 
of animals” they hope that someday no adopt-
able homeless or rehab-able animals will be 
euthenized.  

A Cause 4 Paws Raises Funds 
All funds donated to the Foundation go 

directly toward these goals and no money 
is given to the County.

This month, like-minded dog, cat, and 
pet people came together to support these 
goals by raising pledge money and walking 
the walk.

In addition to the Pledge Walk (for which 
pet dishes, embroidered clothing items, and 
doggie gift baskets were won), the event 
included a food court with Santa Maria Style 
BBQ Tri-Tip sandwiches, vegetarian pizzas, 
and bake sale items as well as entertainment 
including Reiki massage, a Sheriff K-9 dem-
onstration, and Musical Canine Freestyle by 
Teah Anders of Gentle Touch Pet Training 
and West Coast Musical Dog Sports.

Contests at the event included Best Cos-
tume, Best Human Bark & Yowl, Best Trick, 
Best Singer, Best Kisser, Oldest Dog, and 
Dog/Owner Look-Alike.  The winner of the 
pledge went home with the Golden Biscuit 
Trophy.

To find our more about SBCACF, visit 
www.sbcanimalcare.org

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Los Padres Artist Guild Hosts 
Annual Christmas Art Show

helping local artists, part of the show’s pro-
ceeds support art student scholarships and 
the guild’s educational programs.” The show 
will be held at the Maldonado Community 

Youth Center, 600 South McClelland, in Santa 
Maria November 28, 29 and 30th. Friday 
from 7-10 PM will be the catered reception. 
The show will continue Saturday 9-5 and 
Sunday 10-4. There will be prize drawings 
for artwork.  There is no charge for admis-
sion. For more information call Tina Porter 
at 937-6295.

Local artists will display their work this December for their annual 
Christmas Art Show.
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More
choices
baby!

Why choose Comcast Cable?

• More Local Channels

• More HD Choices

• More FREE movies On Demand

• MORE, MORE, MORE!

• All this from the company that brings
you MORE internet speed

Certain On Demand programming subject to charge indicated at the time of purchase. On Demand programming available for limited time periods and is subject to change. Please
call your local Comcast Cable office for restrictions and complete details. Not all programming and services are available in all areas. Pricing and programming may change. Service is
subject to Comcast’s standard terms and conditions of service. c� 2008 Comcast. All rights reserved.

It’s Comcastic!

Get more! | 1-800-521-3035 | www.comcast.com

ComcastNspAd-Baby(OP,10.25"wx12.375"h,11-17):Layout 1  11/17/08  4:27 PM  Page 1
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 205 East Clark Avenue
 Old Orcutt, CA  93455

 (805) 937-1058

 www.davidryangallery.com

 Mon-Thurs 10-6
 Fri & Sat 10-7
 Sunday 11-5

 A sincere “thank you” to those who have supported our gallery 
 over the last 7 years!

 CLOSING   SALE
 Our Gallery is closing on 

 December 31.
 We are having a 30-50% sale
 on most items in the gallery:

 Paintings
 Sculptures

 Pottery
 Glass

 Jewelry

 Call (805) 934-4100

 Cheri Hunter
 lic #0B62477

 Better Coverage
 Better Service
 Better Rates
 www.cigagent.com

 First on the Central Coast! 
 Foot Detoxification with Disposable Liner

 Nails/Art Design by Lisa & Vivian
 Absolutely Sanitized • Your  Health is Our Priority

 4869 S Bradley B-16 • Orcutt (Behind Orcutt Burger at Clark & Bradley)
 NEW HOURS! Open M-F 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4

 Under New Ownership

 FILL
 $2 Off

 PEDICURE
 $3 Off

 MANICURE & 
 PEDICURE
 $5 Off

 FULL SET
 $5 Off

 Must present this coupon. Not valid with any other offers or prior service. 
 One coupon per purchase. Expires 12-31-08

 Crystal  Nails & Spa Crystal  Nails & Spa
 Kim has Moved from
 Kim has Moved from

 ProNails to Crystal  Nails & Spa!

 ProNails to Crystal  Nails & Spa!

 805-937-0288 805-937-0288

 COMPLETELY REMODELED
 New Luxury Spa Chairs with Disposable Pedicure Liners

SPECIAL EVENTS
THE “TOYS FOR TOTS” FINE WINE AND FINE 

ART EVENT, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2008 1:00 
PM to 4:00PM and after the Christmas Parade in Old 
Orcutt LOCATION: David Ryan Gallery, 205 E. Clark 
Ave in Old Orcutt Enjoy fine art and have Marines 
serve you fine wine. FEE: A new, not gift wrapped toy 
worth at least $10.00 Toys can also be drop off at the 
Gallery during business hours until 15 December

THE “TOYS FOR TOTS” JR’S DRIVE - IN CRUISE 
NITE FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2008 5:00PM TO 
8:00PM LOCATION: JR’s Drive – In Burgers, 603 E. 
Main St. Santa Maria Drop off a toy, buy a burger 
from the Car Hop and enjoy the old carsFEE: A new, 
not gift wrapped toy worth at least $10.00 Toys can 
also be drop off at the JR’s during business hours 
until 17 December

Threshold Ministries’ 5th Annual  Christmas Mis-
sion Market Saturday, December 6 10:00-2:00 Orcutt 
Presbyterian Church    993 Patterson Road Ministries 
gather to share their work and offer  unique gift items 
from around the world! For More Information Visit 
www.tmihope.org

Coastal Voices will be performing Handel’s Mes-
siah on Saturday, December 6 and Monday, December 
8 at 7:00 pm at St. Andrew United Methodist Church, 
3945 S. Bradley Rd.Tickets are available from choir 
members and at the door, and youth under eighteen 
will be admitted free on the Monday night concert.

Tri City Sound, a chorus of Sweet Adelines In-
ternational, a non-profit organization which offers 
traditional tunes in four-part barbershop harmony, 
will hold its annual Friends & Family Christmas Show 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, December 11 in Stahnke Hall 
at Lutheran Church of Our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley 
Road in Orcutt. Women who love to sing and are 
interested in learning about barbershop-style music 
are welcome to join the Christmas season rehearsals 
at 6:45 on Nov. 6, 13, 20 & Dec 6 at the church. There 
is no cost to participate.  Info: www.tricitysound.org 
, 736-7572, tricitysound@comcast.net.

  MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior Center, 

420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second Saturday 
of each month  8 – 10 am:.  Adults $5.00, Chil-
dren under 10: $3.00

ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth grad-
ers.  Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.

BOOK SALE  Orcutt Library, Clark & Bradley, on 
first Saturday of each month. Everything $1 each. 
Sponsored by Friends of the Orcutt Library.

Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters 
Of The American Revolution meeting on the second 
Saturday of each month, 10:30am. Info:  934-4438

 Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm to 
9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church of Our 
Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.  Everyone 
is invited to come and listen and male singers to 
participate.   Info:  934-0399. 

Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs Knollwood Vil-
lage Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  Systems “SIG” 
starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG” at 6 PM 
Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third Tuesday of each 
month. Visitors are welcome. Info: 937-2374

Calendar

PLANT RECYCLER: we Buy-Dig-Sell exotic Plants, Palms & Succulents, By Appoint-
ment 937-5803, Best Gardens & Design, corner of Clark & Telephone x7
Model Home Furnishings Warehouse full of beautiful furniture in classic, modern, 
rustic, contemporary, tuscany, etc. All priced to sell. Grover Beach  489-4277Paso 
Robles    440-9085 www.mhfurnishings.net
Elite housekeeping. 25 yrs experience in Orcutt. Detailed, meticulous, call and 
ask about your free housecleaning.  598-2453
Spanish style roof tiles left over from remodel in Sand Creek on Woodmere. $1 
each; little over 100 left. 264-6066, Shawn.
1990 Mercedes Benz 300 SL Coupe  $8000 6 cyl. 99K miles Hard top and 
Convertible
White with blue leather interior, MP3 stereo, Lomiar Rims Good condition, great for 
weekend trips, lots of class 720-1164  email rekcebmot@msn.com for photos 
Nordi track ski achiever $30 obo  please leave a message at 925-0903
EVENFLO Baby Suite Bassinet & Playpen w/Removable & Washable Changer, Music 
& Nature Sound, Nightlight & Mobile. Includes Organizer for diapers/baby necessi-
ties. In perfect Condition. Black & Beige for boy or girl. Call 805-938-5675

Classified
Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for up to 25 words. FREE ADS 
CAN ONLY BE  ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com. 

Sofasleeper/loveseat for sale,good condition,$200 for both.934-2687
I WANT TO BUY: 1 king sized headboard  AND 1 Cal. king sized headboard. 
Footboards would be okay too.  Also need 2 matching night stands for both.  
Will consider anything except modern style. 937-0793
For sale:  Antique IRON full size bed frame (head/foot boards and original rails)  
$125 , 6 ft desk--$50,   rolling mop pail--$10 937-0793
I have one of the first White electric sewing machines (approximately 1930) in 
a cabinet for sale $50.00 or best offer call 934-1982. 
Womens black Toe Warmer snow boots, size 9, new $65.00 OBO. 937-2689
Wanted:  Manure for my sandy garden spot.  934-0528  
MUST SELL!!  PRICE REDUCED!!  $39,500 2BDRM/2BR mobile home.  Move in 
ready.  Many recent up dates.  934-2111 or 922-2515
Kenmore GAS DRYER for clothes, $75. 934-0424 
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park. $100/cord; $60 for 1/2 
cord. Contact park office 934-6123 for appt.
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, 
sinks, and lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) at 50% or less of retail. 
2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Tuesdays, 10-1; Fridays from 10-4 
and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month from 10-1.
Former Marines interested in forming a Marine Corp league detachment,  please 
call Archie Miller for details.    478-8841.   
 For Sale NEW TIRE. Cooper C140 HD load rating G 245/70R 19.5  $100 
937-3304

 STUDIO 156

 Appointments Call  354-3322
 156 S. Broadway Suite B

 Next to Jack’s Restaurant

 Welcomes 25 Year Hair Veteran

 Christopher 
 HOLIDAY SPECIALS:
 $25 WOMENS
 Shampoo, Cut & Style

 $70 COLOR
 Multi colors included, shoulder 
 length & longer additional

 $20 MENS
 Shampoo Cut & Style
 With Coupon • Expires 12-31-08
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Direct Mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt  
Households & Businesses Monthly!

Orcutt Pioneer

Sunday Services
Bible School 9:00 AM

Morning Worship 10:15 AM

555 E. Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885

eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

For the Best in

Property
Management

“There’s No Place Like Home”

Charlene Miller
Broker
805.478.8842

Archie Miller
Realtor®

805.478.8841

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455

805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org

w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller

Century 21 Advantage    336 E. Betteravia Rd.    Santa Maria,  CA.  93454 

MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805-331-0995  |  www.maryannwright.com  |  maryann@93455.com 
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”

Impressive Quality Custom Home!  
Built By Fred Krueger. Elegant Entry. Three Bed-
rooms & 3 1/2 Baths. Gourmet Kitchen Has 
Granite Counters, Breakfast Nook, Walk-In Pan-
try And Adler Wood Cabinets. Media Room Has 
Wet Bar, Beverage Chiller, Balcony w/ Speakers. 
Master Is On Ground Level And Offers Lighted 
Tray Ceiling, Coffee Bar And Two Walk-In Clos-
ets. Price Reduced To $997,900.  

Bank Owned! Nice clean three bedroom 
Move In Ready! Attached 2 car garage, 
wood type flooring throughout. Yard. Walk 
to park area. Priced at $306,900 #149184 

Immaculate spacious semi-custom home.
Add'l. +- 12x14 enclosed patio room. Large cook's 
kitchen with stainless steel appliances open to spa-
cious breakfast bar, dining nook and family room 
with fireplace. Large open formal living room and 
dining room. U shaped floor plan with large master 
bedroom and bathroom & walk-in closet towards the 
back of the home. Lots of storage cabinets and built-
ins. Oversized 3 car garage. Beautifully landscaped 
front and back yards. Priced at $439,900 #146904


