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Vote  
November 
7th!

On Tuesday, November 7th, Orcutt 
voters will cast their ballots for state, 
federal and local candidates as well as 
13 state ballot measures.  The Orcutt 
Pioneer asked local candidates, includc-
ing those running for three seats on the 
Santa Maria Joint Union High School 
Board, three seats on the Orcutt Union 
School District board and two seats on 
the Santa Maria Public Airport Board to 
submit statements about why they are 
running to represent the voters on these 
boards.  All candidates responded.  The 
candidates' statements are listed in the 
same order the candidates’ names are 
listed on the ballot. 

Two elected incumbents, Robert Hatch, Rob 
Buchanan and James Peterson, who was ap-
pointed earlier this year to replace retiring Steve 
Southwick, face local teacher Jose Segura in a 
race for three seats.

Robert P. Hatch
Incumbent
Throughout the last 4 years on 

the Orcutt Union School District 
Board of Trustees I have used 
my voice to provide account-
ability to parents, taxpayers, 
teachers and other stakeholders. 

I have asked the tough questions and remained 
an available, receptive and responsible steward 
of public’s assets, tax dollars and trust. 

I am proud of the district’s progress over the 
years I have been in office. Faced with declin-
ing enrollment, the current Board of Trustees 
led the district head-on through this and other 
very challenging scenarios without sacrificing 
the quality of education. Further the Board of 
Trustees has continued receive the advice and 
counsel of perhaps the best District Superinten-
dent in the State of California.

From the very first day I took office I have 
been working hard to guarantee a first-rate 
education for all of our young people so they 
can meet the challenges of the future. My expe-
rience as the president and CEO of the largest 

Orcutt Elementary Incumbents Challenged by Local Teacher

The Santa Maria High School District cov-
ers most of the Santa Maria Valley, including 
Orcutt.  Three seats are up for grabs with two 
of the three incumbents, Roger Ikola and Fred 
Miller, retiring.  

Gabriel Amaro Morales
Educator,
I see running for pubic office 

as the highest level of service 
any citizen of Santa Maria Val-
ley can truly offer in ensuring 
the success of our youth in the 
most meaningful way, par-

ticularly for those with the highest social and 
academic needs.

The most important issues confronting the 
school board are being accountable to the bond 
that was passed by the public to build the 4th 
high school, parent involvement, and the morale 
of our district staff.

My qualifications to be a school board mem-
ber, is based on my years of service as a Santa 
Barbara County Workforce Investment Board 
member, County Youth Council member, 
County Drug Advisory Board members, and 
my combines 20 years of management and 
business leadership experience, that I bring to 
the board.

8 Vie for 3 Seats for High School Board

pro-business organization in Northern Santa 
Barbara County has helped me tremendously as 
that experience relates to district policy, budget 
and employee matters.

Clearly, the biggest challenge will be our 
ability to maintain class size reduction and our 
excellent educational program hand in hand 
with declining enrollment. In addition, it is im-
perative that we move rapidly ahead with our 
Master Plan to insure timely completion and 
construction of much needed facilities. 

Rob Buchanan
Incumbent
Having served on the Or-

cutt School Board for the past 
twelve years, I look forward 
to continuing my community 
involvement by serving as a 
Trustee for our schools.  I have 

lived in the Orcutt community for over 30 years.  
My wife, Sandy and I, have sent three children 
through Orcutt schools.  I have been active in 
our community with the Rotary club, Boys and 
Girls Club and numerous other local youth and 
sport organizations.  In 2000 I was honored to 
be named Citizen of the Year by our Santa Maria 
Elks Lodge. 

My goal is to continue to have high expecta-
tions for our children.  I do believe that children 
will rise to the level of our expectations and we 

must continue to provide high quality edu-
cational opportunities for our children.  Our 
tremendous staff is continually looking for 
new ways to engage ALL our students in the 
educational process.

As our community continues to grow, we must 
be prepared to take advantage of the opportuni-
ties and challenges this will present our district.  
We are currently in the process of reviewing all 
of our facility needs and we are developing a 
plan to handle the future growth in the Orcutt 
Community.  It is imperative that our facility 
needs keep up with the educational needs of 
our Community.

I am proud of the fact that our Orcutt Schools 
continue to provide an excellent education for 
our students.  Our parents, teachers and staff 
continue to make Orcutt schools a place where 
“Kids Come First”.  

James E. Peterson
Appointed Incumbent
As a 25 year resident and 

business owner in the Orcutt 
area, I feel I am qualified to 
serve this community on the 
Orcutt School Board.  I have 
served our community for 

many years with involvement in many youth 
and sports organizations, along with Rotary.  
I have also had two daughters that have been 

through the district.  I feel that it is my time to 
give back to the district for the excellent educa-
tion and guidance that the district and its teach-
ers have given my daughters.

I have a unique insight into the district because 
I have been treating teachers, administrators, 
clerical, maintenance workers and parents for 
a number of years in my chiropractic practice.  
With this you a get a broad view of the workings 
of the district.  This allows me to listen to many 
varied opinions on issues before the district.  I 
would be in touch with all of these groups and 
would always keep the kids first when decisions 
need to be made at the board level, rather than 
representing any one particular group.  

I would also continue the excellent job that 
the board has done over the past several years.  
The children of this district deserve to have 
continued excellence through their education 
and I will do my best to continue that.  There are 
many challenges with the growth of the Orcutt 
area and I believe that together we can face the 
issues in providing the best education for our 

children. 
Jose Segura
Teacher
I am a candidate for the 

Orcutt School Board because I 
know I can make a difference. I 

Most of my adult career has been in service to 
the youth and families of our communities by 
way of counseling students, advising teachers, 
and training parents.  My years of success with 
students, parents and teachers as a program co-
ordinator for the high school district, a certified 
parent trainer, a teacher trainer for the California 
Department of Education, will prove invaluable 
to the current board.

Jonathan S. Milder
Attorney, no picture submitted.
I am asking  for  your  vote so that I can bring 

strong leadership and oversight back to our 
High School District.  My priority is to insure 
the public trust is upheld; that your tax dollars 
are wisely spent on our children’s/student’s 
education and safety.  Simply put, I see that as 
the mission of the Board.  My experience as a 
single parent of a Righetti High School senior, 
an attorney experienced in construction law 
and real estate transactions and my experience 
outside of the education industry will assist in 
putting our High Schools on the right path.    

I am a current member of the High School 
Bond Oversight Committee, whose duties in-
clude insuring your tax dollars are efficiently 
spent on appropriate projects according the law 

and text of the bond.   As well, I am General 
Counsel for the Santa Maria Valley Contractor’s 
Association.  

I promise to get the new high school built; 
this was promised when we voted for the past 
bond.  But the District has decided to spend our 
tax  dollars on other projects and has admitted 
there will not be sufficient funds to build the 
promised Fourth High School!  This breach of 
trust is unacceptable.  I further promise to stop 
the wasteful spending of our tax dollars by the 
High School District

A vote for Jonathan S. Milder will improve our 
schools and save taxpayers money.

Daniel A. Cadena, Jr.
Mechanical Engineer
As a former board member, 

with over five year’s experi-
ence, I believe to be the best 
candidate for the November 
7th election.

During my tenure as board 
president, I was instrumental in bringing 
Orcutt Union and other school districts to 
discuss and define academic strategies that 
helped bolster the academic achievements of 
our students.  With the onset of the states’ high 

continued on page 3
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 Foot and Ankle Center of the Central Coast
 Peter C. Fillerup, D.P.M.

 1145 E. Clark Ave., Ste. A • Santa Maria, CA 93455

 (805) 934-0570
 101 South ‘B’ St., Ste. A • Lompoc, CA 93436

 (805) 736-3303

 Call us today for an appointment.

 Heel Pain
 Heel pain can be caused by a variety of conditions. One of the most 
 common causes of heel pain is a condition called Plantar Fasciitis. This 
 refers to an inflammation of a ligament-like band that runs from the ball 
 of the foot and attaches on the heel. Symptoms include pain on the 
 bottom of the heel or arch when you stand, especially first thing in the 
 morning. The pain may lessen after a few minutes, only to recur after rest 
 or with prolonged activity. Inflammation of the fascia may develop 
 spontaneously or secondary to an injury but is often caused by abnormal 
 mechanics of the foot. X-rays may demonstrate heel spurs. Self treatment 
 includes rest, icing, stretching exercises, supportive shoes, arch supports, 
 and an anti-inflammatory (i.e. ibuprofen). If symptoms persist supportive 
 taping, orthotics (custom arch supports), physical therapy or cortisone 
 injections may be attempted. If it does not respond, shock wave treatment 
 (see our website) or surgical release of the fascia may be considered. If you 
 suffer from heel pain, call Dr. Fillerup today for an evaluation.

 Diplomate, American Board of Podiatric Surgery
 Board Certified in Foot Surgery

 www.fillerupfootandanklecenter.com

 205 East Clark Avenue
 Old Orcutt, CA  93455

 (805) 937-1058

 www.davidryangallery.com

 Mon-Thurs 10-6
 Fri & Sat 10-8
 Sunday 12-5

 2.6 miles west of Hwy. 101

 Please join us at our  “Art & Wine Party”  on  Friday  evening,  November 3rd.
 Meet award-winning landscape painter,  Niles Nordquist,  our featured artist for November.

 Enjoy  TLC Heavenly Wines  from 6�30-8�30 provided by home wine-makers  �oug & Terri Lee Coleman.

 “Sunne Morning” — 8”x10” oil

 Sheila Gibilisco
 Owner

 130 E. Clark Ave, Old Town Orcutt
 Call for your appointment today.

 934-8682

 993 Patterson Road
     (1 1/2 Blocks W. of Bradley)

 Sunday Traditional Worship at 8:30 am
 Contemporary Worship at 11:00 am

 Christian Education-all ages at 9:45 am

 Nursery Care Provided for all Services

 O RCUTT
 P RESBYTERIAN 

 C HURCH
 An Open Invitation

 to our Neighbors

Four candidates for the Santa Maria Public 
Airport District are looking to fill the two 
available seats.

Chuck Damiano
Pilot/Engineer/Scientist, 
No photo submitted.
A little about myself, I have lived in the 

Santa Maria area little over 10 years, I am 
currently employed as a Propulsion Engi-
neer on the Delta rocket program. I have a 
Bachelors Degree in Aeronautical Science, 
an Associates Degree in Aviation Safety 
and a Private Pilots License.

Why I am I running for office, as a pilot, 
aircraft owner and Santa Maria Airport 
resident, I have a personal interest in the 
future development of our Airport.  As 
an Engineer with 27 years of aerospace 
experience, I have the Education, Experi-
ence, and technical know how to be an 
asset to the Airport District Board, and I 
am concerned because previous members 
of the board, that did not have aviation 
or airport management experience made 
decisions that were not necessarily good 
for our Airport.

What do I believe are the most important 
issues facing the Santa Maria Airport Dis-
trict? Completing customs center, and initi-
ating operations.  Expanding maintenance 
operations and hanger facilities.  Encour-
aging airlines to offer more destinations. 
Attracting alternate Airlines, competition 
will reduce ticket prices. Limiting aircraft 
that disturb the surrounding community 
with unnecessary Noise, and adding ad-
ditional Airport security at night.  

I am not a professional politician, I have 

Airport District Candidates all from Orcutt Area
no hidden political agenda, and I have no 
plans to run for office outside of the Airport 
Board and, I have no business interests 
that would conflict with my decisions as a 
member of the Board.

My concerns lie solely with our Airport 
and how it can best serve our community. 

Jim Bray
Land Use Coordinator
I have lived in Orcutt for 

the past 11 years with my 
wife Denise and 15 year-old 
son Tyler.  I have spent 30 
years in the oil industry, fo-

cusing mainly in the government and pub-
lic relations areas.  My experience includes 
dealing with government policy, regulatory 
and environmental compliance, as well as 
land use issues.  I am also a retired Army 
Special Forces Lt. Colonel, having served 28 
years in the active and reserve Army.  

I have been active in our community, 
serving on various community boards, 
a member of Rotary, and most recently, 
headed the Santa Maria Valley effort for 
the successful passage of Measure “I” for 
Hancock College.  

I have always had a passion for avia-
tion, and I believe our airport is one of the 
crown jewels of this community.  That is 
why I am running for the Airport Board.  
I would like to use my corporate, military 
and local community experience to help 
this airport reach its greatest economic and 
travel potential for the people of the Santa 
Maria Valley.  Specifically, I am focused 
on three issues:  Enhanced commercial air 
service; building on the corporate aviation 

role of the airport and expanding that role 
to become a corporate aviation leader on 
the Central Coast; and lastly, bring a busi-
ness-like approach to the strategic develop-
ment of the airport’s land assets to help the 
Airport District become an economic engine 
that can create new, high paying jobs for the 
Santa Maria Valley.   

Ted Eckert
Incumbent
As an incumbent, I have 

clearly demonstrated integ-
rity, wisdom and solid com-
mon sense while represent-
ing all the constituents in the 
District while developing 

public policy for the Santa Maria Airport.  
These are not the virtues of youth.  They’re 
qualities I have earned through years of 
hard choices, bold ideas and brave deci-
sions working in the aerospace industry 
as your public servant.  My credentials 
include “EXPERIENCE, COMMITMENT, 
and SERVICE.”  I am a Colonel, USAF, re-
tired and was the Director of Flight Safety at 
Vandenberg.  I have been on the Graduate 
Faculty at MIT, USC and Princeton Univer-
sity; Rotary Club President; Board Chair 
of Leadership Santa Maria Valley; Chair-
man of Coast Hills Federal Credit Union 
Board of Directors and other professional 
organizations.  I promise that I will further 
enhance security, activate a US Customs Of-
fice, construct a new passenger hold room, 
and extend the primary runway.  I will 
help increase corporate aviation and insure 
high quality facilities to attract additional 
air service carriers and new businesses.  I 

continues on page 4
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 Award Winning Wines
 Holiday Baskets

 Seasonal  Produce
 Fine Foods

 Clever Gift Items

 Celebrating this Holiday Season? 
 We offer the perfect Host/Hostess gift for 

 that special occasion. Don’t show up Empty-Handed!
 1331 South Nicholson, Santa maria

 (805) 922-1468 • Next to Cool Hand Luke’s

Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 3470 Orcutt Road
 Evergreen Shopping Center

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $9.00 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out! ($10.50 if delivered) 

 No Coupon Needed!

 Brian Schmidt
 Licensed Broker

 #01251969

 748-7049
 or

 349-0335

 * Purchase or Refinance * 

 * No Down Payment * 

 * 1.00% Pay Rates * 

 (7.785% A.P.R.)

 * No Credit, Bad Credit *

 * $0 Cost Equity Lines of Credit *

 2011-B South Broadway  Santa Maria, CA  93454

 Free Loan Analysis  Free Credit Report

school exit exam, we worked with local schools 
and teaching staff to better prepare students for 
the inevitable.  Thanks to the effort of the staff, 
a large number of students took the exit exam 
and succeeded.

As a member of the Santa Maria Police Advi-
sory Council, I worked with the police chief in 
addressing issues relating to truancy, absentee-
ism and school safety.  I worked with the local 
media to inform the parents of the truancy 
problem, and the consequences of the students’ 
actions.  Thanks to the outreach effort overall 
attendance went up.

While president of a local School Site Council, 
I met with parents at PTA, Welcome Back Night 
and church groups, to inform them of the sig-
nificance of the states’ Star test and Academic 
Proficiency Index (API).  I did this all the while 
helping my three children with little league, 
cheer leading, basketball and student leader-
ship.

I strongly believe in working for our youth, so I 
volunteer as the Chair-elect for Los Padres Coun-
cil, Live Oak District, of the local Boys Scouts of 
America.  I also volunteered as a member of the 
School Bond Money Oversight Committee.

Gerald L. (Jerry) Walsh
Retired Educator, no picture submitted.
I want to recognize a district that has per-

formed extremely well for fifteen years after two 
decades of employee discontent and strikes.  Af-
ter years of turmoil, the district and its employ-
ees agreed to share in the management of the 
district through a process called Shared Decision 
Making. This process of collaboration brought 
stability with all factions sharing in setting dis-
trict philosophy, goals and incidentals.

Several administrators will be retiring in the 
next few years; two of the five Board members 
supportive of Shared Decision Making are 
leaving the Board.  I want to replace them as a 
supporter of the current policy.  More impor-

tantly, I want a direct voice in naming out new 
superintendent, an individual who must be 
supportive of Shared Decision Making.

I served as a teacher, athletic director, assistant 
principal, and principal at Righetti High School 
for thirty years before becoming a district admin-
istrator, Director of Student Services wherein I 
oversaw classified personnel, transportation, 
adult education, summer school and student 
discipline.  I retired from the district in 2004.

I believe I have the expertise to help guide 
this district in this new century.  I want to be 
involved in helping this district become the 
best it can be.

Joel Ruvalcaba
Parent
I have more than twenty years 

participating in my families and 
communities eduaction. Apart 
from participating in education 
I also participate in a variety of 
commitees. I am familiar with 

many of our commitees needs and think that 
parents in our community need to be informed 
of all the benefits of participating in our child-
rens education. My main reason for wanting to 
run for School Board member is because about 
80% of our students are latino and we don’t 
have any latino representatives on our school 
board. I think it is important for us to have latino 
representation on our school board and make 
our main priorities the students, parents, and 
teachers in our community. We need to work 
together if we want to decrease the amount of 
drugs, gangs, and poverty in our schools and 
community.

Dean Reece
Incumbent
I’ve been a member of the 

Board for four years and it has 
been a pleasure to serve the 
citizens of the Santa Maria Joint 
Union High School community. 
Serving the High School District 

for 38 years as coach, teacher, assistant principal, 

and principal of Ernest Righetti High School 
and Santa Maria High School, and nine years as 
District Superintendent of schools, have given 
me a tremendous knowledge and experience of 
the ins and outs of the educational community’s 
requirements and needs, from local, county, state 
and federal levels.

I utilize a common sense and honest approach 
to challenges the district faces. Challenges are 
financial solvency of the district, need for addi-
tional classrooms, continued search for the BEST 
teachers, and to encourage interested staff to take 
the required classes to apply for administrative 
positions within the district.

I am a definite proponent of the zero tolerance 
policy regarding fighting and use and sale of 
drugs on campus. I highly support the district’s 
exploration of a career-technical curriculum to 
enhance and coordinate with academic pro-
grams.

This district has an excellent staff of educators 
and supporting classified staff. My efforts will 
be directed toward increased training programs 
for teachers and classified staff focused on pre-
senting a challenging and rigorous educational 
learning environment for students. State and 
federal testing programs require more than 
one month of the school year to administer. 
The district and schools must provide the best 
professional development opportunities to staff 
to prepare every student to be successful when 
taking required tests.

Kevin Kaden
Realtor
I’m 42 years old and a very 

successful local Realtor. My 
wife of twenty years, Molly, 
and I have five daughters ages 
17,15,12,11, and 9 that all attend 
public schools.  I’m running for 

and respectively asking for your vote for the 
High School Board of Trustees. My reason for 
running is that I’m “MAD AS CAN BE and I’m 
not going to take it anymore”. My own experi-
ence with District Administration is they have 

lacked proper leadership and accountability 
again and again and it is totally unacceptable. It 
seems that no matter who one tries to talk with, 
it always the same old runaround year after 
year. I’ll bet if the District were run more like a 
business where you don’t get paid unless you 
produce results, our issues would be addressed 
more efficiently and always in the best interest 
of our students. When elected, I can assure 
you that I have the ability and strong desire 
to stand up, speak out, and, most importantly, 
TAKE ACTION. I will communicate closely 
with parents, students, the District, and the 
community to improve on our commitment to 
practical education for all. I’ll consistently place 
a strong emphasis on written goals, academic 
growth and vocational curriculum combined 
with common sense. I encourage and welcome 
your thoughts and suggestions. Together we 
can achieve and educational foundation for all 
students that is second to none. Feel free to e-
mail me at Kevin@KevinKaden.com

Carol Karamitsos
Physician
 My interest in serving on the 

SMJUHS Board stems from my 
commitment to our commu-
nity. In the words of Winston 
Churchill, “You make a living 
by what you get. You make a 

life by what you give.” As a native of Santa Ma-
ria, I grew up in a family devoted to education, 
in school and outside of school. My husband, 
John Hollinshead and I have continued that 
dedication with our own three children who 
are currently attending Miller and Fesler. But I 
believe that the welfare of the entire community 
rests in part on a strong public education system. 
I would like to help restore the confidence and 
satisfaction in our schools that has been eroded 
across our country by the elimination of many 
“elective” courses and programs, classroom 
overcrowding, and the overemphasis on teach-
ing for the standardized testing.

Throughout my life, I have been involved in 
leadership roles, most recently serving on the 
Marian Foundation Board from 1999 to 2006, 
the Marian Community Board from 2002 to pres-
ent, and in medical staff leadership roles for ten 
years most notably as the first woman to serve 
as Marian’s Chief of Staff. Strong leadership 
requires the ability to be honest, objective, com-
passionate, and just. These are the principles by 
which I live everyday in my roles as  physician, 
wife and mother, and citizen. I am committed 
to a healthy community.

High School Board
continued from page 1

 2218 S. Thornburg
 Santa Maria, CA 93455

 (805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

Friday Nov 17th   
4:00 - 8:00pm 

AND
Saturday Nov. 18th  

9:00am - 3:00pm 

Annual Holiday
Bazaar

First Christian Church   
1550 S. College Dr. � Santa Maria 
(Corner of College and Battles) 

Over 40 Vendors!  
Christmas music, door prizes,  

refreshments!
BBQ lunch available on Saturday. 

Bring a friend and come shopping  
for holiday items and gifts! 
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 Creative Property Management Creative Property Management
 Leigh Marchant

 For professional, competent property management, 
 call CREATIVE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. 

 We specialize in the Orcutt area providing full 
 services or placement only. Lowest fees in town 

 and each home is treated like our own. 
 Call Leigh at 934-4213 for brochure or information.

 (805) 934-4213

 If it looks like a rental,  If it looks like a rental, 
 we’re probably not managing it! we’re probably not managing it!

 400 E. Clark Ave, Suite B, Orcutt

 Terry Dworaczyk, MS, CFP®
 Financial Advisor
 2605 South Miller Ste. 108
 Santa Maria, CA 93455
 (805) 938-9724
 CA  Lic. 0B52276

 Financial Advisory services available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member NASD and SI PC.

 Financial advice for:
 • Retirement  • Small Business Owners

 BOB SCHAEFER
 Mortgage Banker & Broker

 Financial Consultant
 rmschaefer@clarionmortgage.com

 r.mschaefer@comcast.net

 ph   805.938.5624
 cell  805.705.4745

 Refinance NOW as declining home values
 can make it costly or impossible later!!!

 A Direct Lender
 Purchase and Refinance

 DON’T WAIT–ACT TODAY!!!

 220 E. Clark, Suite D • “In Old Orcutt” • Santa Maria, CA 93455
 Clarion Mortgage Capital is licensed by the California Department of Real Estate License #01245811

 EQUAL HOUSING
 OPPORTUNITY

 CLIP  AND $AVE this ad for a FREE Appraisal!*

 Clip this ad to receive a FREE Appraisal*
 *up to a $375 value credited upon your successful loan closing only. 

 Coupon Expires 11-25-2006

We’ve all seen piles of trash, abandoned 
cars, overgrown, neglected home sites 
and thought, “Gosh, somebody should 
do something about that!”  Deputy Sheriff 
Bill Byrne has seen it, and has noticed that 
oftentimes those same areas are criminal 
areas as well.  But there is only so much 
the Sheriff department can do, and code 
enforcement usually gets trumped by bur-
glaries and assaults.   

But a newly formed task force is bringing 
together County departments, including 
the Sheriff’s Department and Supervisor 
Joni Gray’s office in an effort to enforce 
county codes before the problem areas 
become criminal areas.  “In the past, code 
enforcement has been complaint driven; we 
want to move beyond that,” says Alice Pa-
tino, administrative assistant for Supervisor 
Joni Gray.  "this is an area where govern-
ment has the responsibility to step up for 
the good of the overall community,” adds  
Byrne.  The task force is organizing a two 
step program to educate the community 
about what County codes allow and then 
plans to enforce those codes. The overall 
objective is to beautify the community, keep 
the criminal element out and create a family 
friendly atmosphere.  If you are interested 
in showing your support or working with 
the task force, please call Deputy Sheriff 
Bill Byrne at 934-6150 or Supervisor Joni 
Gray at 346-8407. 

SB County  
Looks to 
Enforce Codes

 New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
 Backflow Testing/Repairs

 Lic. 823283 Jeremy Griffin

 (805) 934-1949

will help invigorate the economic vitality 
of our valley by insuring the success of the 
Airport Business Park and Golf Course.  
Earlier promises like the added Video 
security, construction of new hangars and 
a new baggage claim facility have all been 
kept.  I promise you Strong and Continued 
Common Sense Commitment with Fair 
and Balanced Representation for every 
member of the District.  I ask for your vote 
on November 7th.

John F. Will
Business Owner
Occupation: Local Engineering 
Contactor
Graduate of St. Joseph High 
School
Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
the University of Portland

My wife and I are raising our four chil-
dren in our hometown, Santa Maria. With 
them and all of our citizens in mind, I feel 
that expansion of the airport at a paced 
growth would benefit from my business 
development and engineering experiences. 
I will uphold a healthy environment that 
will foster businesses conducive to our 
small town atmosphere.

The Santa Maria and Orcutt areas pro-
vide a wealth of opportunities for families 
to excel. Many long-time residents embrace 
progress tempered with a paced growth. 
We don’t want our roots left behind. We 
can invest in the futures of our children 
by supporting their parents.  This area 
will maintain its flavor and charm and 
provide opportunities for growth. As re-
sponsible visionaries, we must preserve 
as we progress. It’s a delicate balance. My 
present involvement includes serving on 
the board of directors for Marian Medical 
Center and St. Joseph High School.

We can support small businesses in our 
area by valuing their time and providing 
readily accessible transportation to major 
business hubs. We know that when they 
gain, they give back to the community 
in personal ways. This is my philosophy 
and the reason I ask for voters’ support on 
Election Day.

The responsibility of the public servant 
is to help provide for growth and advance-
ment and yet be considerate of the less 
privileged and vulnerable.  Because of my 
background in business and engineering, 
I have the experience necessary to make 
informed decisions and lead the airport in 
progressive yet controlled advancement.

continued from page 2
Airport DistrictOrcutt Incumbents

continued from page 1
bring a personal and professional commitment 
to public education in our community.

As an involved and dedicated public school 
teacher, I have a working knowledge of a school 
district. As a parent, I make it my responsibility 
to understand what is happening in our Orcutt 
schools, and how it affects our children.  It is my 
combined experiences and attention to issues 
that make me uniquely qualified to represent 
the families of the Orcutt School District.

I believe our district needs to focus on 
maintaining class size reduction, servicing of 
all students of the district, including English 
learners, and communication between the board 
and the families of our community. Also, fiscal 
solvency of the district needs to be balanced 
with providing a high quality free education to 
the children of our community. Decisions need 
to be viewed and evaluated from all perspec-
tives in order to create meaningful plans that 
can be successful. 

It is teachers and classified employees who 
care for and educate our children daily. It is 
therefore the responsibility of the school board 
to support teachers and classified staff so they 
may focus on the job of educating our children. 
As a school board member I will be committed 
to the job in which I am elected, and I will not 
have outside or personal interests that conflict 
with the needs of our children. The families of 
Orcutt deserve nothing less.  

 Dr. David Hensiek
 Chiropractor

 235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
 (805) 937-2015 • Fax (805)  937-2016
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Following some recent tragedies at schools 
around the nation, it seems appropriate to 
devote this month’s column to the important 
topic of school safety.

In the past few weeks, we have had a 
number of questions from parents and 
community members about how we would 
handle a gun on campus and/or a danger-
ous intruder.  Let’s begin with a response to 
these questions.

Like other local school districts, the Orcutt 
Union School District has a “lockdown” 
procedure that we have the ability to use 
when we are aware of a gun on campus or 
a suspicious intruder.  When a “lockdown” 
is directed, teachers and staff halt lessons 
or class activities, lock themselves and their 
students inside classrooms and school build-
ings, turn off all lights, and have students 
remain silent.  Staff and students remain in 
lockdown mode until an “all clear” message 
is given.  Our schools practice this procedure 
periodically.

Needless to say, our staff knows to contact 
law enforcement immediately if they learn 
of a gun or dangerous intruder.  We have 
a close relationship with the Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff’s Department, and deputies 
are extremely responsive whenever we need 
them.

Let me go on with updates on other safety 
endeavors.

Readers will be pleased that our district is 
part of a “county alert” program coordinated 
by the Santa Barbara County Education Of-
fice.  Our district is contacted whenever any 
school district in our area has a safety issue 
that may affect other school districts.

Orcutt schools take pride in their emergency 
drills.  Each month, schools conduct fire drills; 
every other month, teachers run a disaster 
drill where students practice the duck-and-
cover position they would take in event of 
an earthquake.  Once a year, schools run a 
disaster drill where they evacuate buildings 
and assemble emergency teams.  Our staff 
and students frequently are complimented 
on the seriousness with which they take 
emergency drills.

We continue to focus on emergency train-
ing.  Since last year we have offered several 
trainings featuring experts on school safety.  
These workshops have covered basic prin-
ciples of emergency preparedness, including 
first aid, how to shut off the gas and water, 
and how to communicate with first respond-
ers.  These trainings have been praised highly 
by employees, and we plan to offer more in 

School Safety a Continuing Priority
Orcutt Schools Update 

By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent, 
Orcutt Union School District 

the future.
Each classroom and school building now 

has an emergency “backpack”.  These back-
packs include items that may be needed in the 
event of an emergency:  first aid supplies, a ra-
dio, a flashlight, caution tape, safety goggles, 
a safety helmet, a crowbar, and more. In an 
emergency, teachers and staff members are 
to carry these backpacks 
with them.

This fall,  all eight 
schools are planning 
a campus evacuation 
drill.  During this drill, 
all children and adults at 
a campus are evacuated 
by bus to a designated 
evacuation site.  It is 
excellent practice for an 
emergency that would 
necessitate the evacu-
ation of all classrooms 
and buildings at a school 
site.

This school year, each 
school will be updat-
ing its state-required 
“Safe School Plan”.  The 
writing and editing of 
the plan will be under-
taken by our School Site 
Councils, which consist 
of both staff and parents.  
An important element of 
this work is a question-
naire on the school’s 
physical environment 
and safety procedures.

The theme of all of this 
is that the care, safety, 
and wellbeing of our 
students and staff re-
mains – and will remain 

 Compare us to the other adult
 communities–you’ll love the
 Hummel Village  difference!

 Exceptional Independent
 Living for Adults 55+

 4468 Hummel Drive (off Foster Rd.) Orcutt, CA 93455
 (805) 937-6204 • Mon-Sat 11-5 • www.hummelvillage.com

 YOUR HONEST AUTO CARE CENTER FOR ALL YOUR TRAVELS

 Alignments, Brakes, 
 Smogs, Tune-ups and More

 1021 S. Blosser Rd. • Santa Maria • 928-8646

 Inspection &
 Repair Station

 Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM
 Saturday 9AM-2PM

 Se Habla
 Español

 W. Main St.

 B
losser

 Stowell

 Craig

 $ 29 95
 SMOG CHECK

 +8.25 Certificate
 75¢ Transmission

 Not to be combined with any other offers. Please present 
 coupon while order is being written up. Expires 11-30-06.

 Service...Pure and Simple

 “There’s No Place Like Home”

 (805) 934-3369
 1140 East Clark Suite 170, 

 Albertson’s Shopping Center
 Steve Southwick
 (805) 878-1401

 Charlene Miller
 (805) 478-8842

 The diversity of our lifestyles
 defines the places we call home.

s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
Bus: 805-937-7275
mike.spears.b8gf@statefarm.com
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Mike Spears
Bus: 805-937-7275
mike.spears.b8gf@statefarm.com

– the top priority for our district.  Emergency 
preparedness always will be very high on our 
list of concerns.

Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contact-
ed by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail at 
smcholland@orcutt-schools.net, or by mail 
c/o Orcutt Union School District, 501 Dyer 
Street, P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt, CA 93457.

 Providing Urgent, 
 Primary & Industrial 

 Medicine

 (805) 922-0561
 Located in the Ross Shopping Center • 340 East Betteravia Rd, Suite C • Santa Maria

 All Major Credit Cards & Checks Accepted • Serving the Santa Maria Valley for 20 Years

 No Appointment Necessary • Open Evenings and Saturdays
 Accepting New Patients for Primary Care Services

 • Family Medicine (Colds, flu, asthma, minor injuries & diabetes management) 
 • Women’s Health • Sports Medicine 

 • Treatment of Industrial Injuries • Employment Physicals
 Accepts most major insurance plans, including: 

 Beech Street, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Health Net, Medicare, United Healthcare

 Physician Always On Duty • Open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Saturdays 9am-5pm
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Tuesday
November 7, 2006

Polls are open
7am-8pm

The Office of the Clerk, Recorder, Assessor and Elections
Joseph E. Holland

VOTE!

For polling place location or voting information,

Para Información en Español,

Call 1-800-SBC-VOTE

or go online www.SBCVOTE.com
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Classified Ads

Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for 25 
words. Send via email to orcuttpioneer@yahoo.com.

Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park. 
$100/cord; $60 for 1/2 cord. Contact park office 934-
6123 for appt.
Sewing lessons:   ages ten and up.   My home---your own 
machine not required.  Learn at own pace.  Reasonable 
rate.   Call Robin at Robin’s Bobbins @ 937-1299.  
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors, windows, 
cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and lighting fixtures (some 
are new or nearly new) at 50% or less of retail. 2053 
Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Tuesdays and Fridays 
from 10 AM to 1 PM and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
each month from 10 AM to 3 PM.
Former Marines interested in forming a Marine Corp. 
league detachment,  please call Archie Miller for details.    
478-8841.   
Baby Cockatiels, hand-fed, ready for a good home! Bird 
diapers also available.  937-7388
*Model Home* Furnishings Warehouse full of designer 
furniture.  Fill your whole house for under $9,800.
MS computer, never used, good for kids room use 
tv for screen $95, paid $165; table goes with it Ruth 
937-3411.
Baby Bearded Dragons for sale.  Excellent price for 
pairs.  (They thrive best in pairs and small groups.)  Call 
347-7378.
FOR SALE: Sears French Provincial dresser, hope chest, 
desk and padded chair $100 for the set. Eight foot 
by four foot off white 4” wide vertical blind $20. Call 
937-5435.
For Sale: fullsize wood frame futon-both mattresses & 
wood blk $150obo; french provencial day/trundle bed 
+ 2 twin mattresses $200obo both items hardly used.  
23” Toshiba flat tube TV-Stereo, remote, all booklets very 
good condition $80obo. 937-2911

WANTED, old unwanted motorcycles, will haul away & 
pay cash. Cell 249-0370.
Beautiful flocked Christmas tree, 7ft., with stand. $30 
934-5972
1920’s electric sewing machine in oak cabinet. Works 
great, appraised at $1000 by antique dealer. Priced at 
$150; antique floor light, coloniel style with milk glass 
shade $50; small mission style one-of-a kind dresser, 
antique dealer said wood was about 100 years old.  Good 
condition $150; ladies bike, good condition, ready to ride. 
Brakes, nice seat & good tires $25; excercise bide used 
at cardio-rehab center, excellent condition $35.  Call to 
make an appointment 937-6575
5000 watt generator, kitchen sink, wall oven with micro-
wave, Genie garage door opener, misc. tile, typewriter  
937-7560
FOR SALE-19” COLOR TELEVISION by Brokonic with 
EXCELLENT PICTURE QUALITY. Crisp clear picture.  
Front video/audio input. V-Chip Capability.  $40 Call 
805-938-0656 
Antiques for Sale:  Nice Victorian side chair $150, Electri-
fied Gone With the Wind Lamp $200.  Porcelain face doll 
$50.  Assorted hand painted plates $5.ea.  old tattered 
quilts $25.ea,  mahogany shadowbox $50. christening 
gown $15.00.  Other misc. 938-5014
 For Sale:  2004 white Chevy Silverado extended cab.  
Only $15,900.  Low mileage - 11,500; AT, AC, CD, in 
excellent condition.  Call 934-0252

 (805) 934-5626 • Fax (805) 934-5630
 2771 Santa Maria Way • Santa Maria, CA 93455

 Yvette Mediano
 Loan Processor

 Jan Steinfelt
 Office Manager
 Sr. Loan Officer

 Competitive Rates on Conforming & Jumbo Loans • Interest Only Loans
 100% Financing Available • Pay Option Arms ~ 40 Year Term Available

 Less Than Perfect Credit ~ We Have Options! • 805-934-LOAN

 License #01156985
 1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

 established 1978

 Christmas
 …is just around the corner!

 Come where 
 Quality Counts!

 ~
 Beautiful Complimentary 

 Giftwrap…Always!
 ~

 Gift Registration for all Occasions

 Orcutt
 Christian
 Church

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Bible School 9:00 AM

 Morning Worship 10:15 AM
 Holy Communion Every Sunday

 BIBLE STUDIES:
 Monday Evening 7:00 PM
 Tuesday Evening 6:00 PM

 Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 PM

 Dr. Archie Miller, Pastor
 937-1641

 204 Patterson Rd., Orcutt

 PREFERRED PROPERTIES
 Offices Independently Owned

 Vickey Dooley
 451-2194

 Pryor Baird
 698-7163

 Say Hello 

 to a Good Buy
 Mom & Son Team!

 F LAGG C ONSTRUCTION F LAGG C ONSTRUCTION F LAGG  C ONSTRUCTION

 General & Electrical  General & Electrical  General & Electrical 
 Building Contractor Building Contractor Building Contractor

 (805) 934-0831 (805) 934-0831 (805) 934-0831
 Lic. #508862 Lic. #508862 Lic. #508862 Don Flagg, Jr. Don Flagg, Jr. Don Flagg, Jr.

 Sun. Worship 10 AM
 Sun. School & Bible Class 9 AM

 4465 S. Blosser Road
 north of Clark Ave in Old Orcutt

 937-0339

 STAR 
 OF 

 BETHLEHEM
 LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH

 HOLDING OUT THE WORD OF LIFE

 BIBLE-BASED

 (805) 934-4429
 127-A E. Clark Ave
 Old Town Orcutt

 Kay Flagg, 
 Owner

 The Victorian
 Stained Glass Works

 125 W. Clark Ave.

 Custom Work • Retail Sales
 Fusing • Repairs • Instruction

 (805) 937-8234

 Now Offering Full Service 
 Lawn Care!

 Sprinkler System Repairs 
 Improvements

 Get Complete Coverage!  
 Santa Maria • Orcutt
 Tom Lanier, Owner 
 Mobile 878-5449  www.sprinklerpros.net

With over 500 Homecoming tickets sold, 
we knew we could potentially have 1000 
students attending September’s Home-
coming Dance. I am proud to report that 
we had 1000 WELL BEHAVED students!  
Chaperones and teachers alike shared with 
me that the Righetti students were so polite 
and well behaved.  

In addition to Homecoming, our stu-
dents have been involved in a number of 
activities.  Fifteen Righetti FFA members 
traveled to the LA County Fair to exhibit 
pigs, sheep, and goats.  Once again our FFA 
made us proud; as a team, Righetti won 
the chapter group for market sheep and 
market pigs.  In pigs: Amy Guerra placed 
first in advanced showmanship and mar-
ket; Austin Ryan placed second in market; 
Kevy Souza placed first in market and 
novice showmanship. In sheep:  Mickey 
Guerra won first in novice showmanship; 
Austin Ryan placed first in advanced 
showmanship and reserve champion over-
all in market.  In goats:  Joe Ryan received 
both grand and reserve champion overall 
in market.  

Over 150 seniors from Government 
classes and the Mock Trial Team had an op-
portunity to travel to Santa Barbara Court 
House to attend the California Supreme 
Court oral argument session.  We are grate-
ful to local attorney, Kurt Hamblet who 
spent time in classrooms providing our 

students a foundation prior to hearing pre-
sentations from the Chief Justice, Justices of 
the Supreme Court, as well as  live cases.  
Mr. Hamblet’s lessons, along with the 
preparation of our Social Studies teachers: 
Jenell Martin, Rita Morales, Quinn Plante 
and Steve Wagner, enabled our students to 
better understand and ultimately benefit 
from this once-in-a-lifetime experience.  

The first student play, “Stage Door”, will 
open November 9,10, 17, and18 in our new-
ly renovated theater. The classic comedy, 
Stage Door, includes a cast of 30 students 
and takes place in the 30’s.  The play will 
be done in black and white. Tickets are $5 
in advance and $7/9 at the door. 

November means wrapping up league 
play for the Fall Sports Season and a focus 
on the Winter Season.  Basketball (boys 
and girls), Girls’ Water Polo, Soccer (boys 
and girls), Wrestling will begin practice on 
.  There will be a Winter Sports Information 
Night on November 20 @ 6:30 in the gym.  
The Booster Dinner-Dance  & Auction will 
be November 18th. The date for Winter/
Spring sports physicals is Wednesday, No-
vember 1 from 5:30-7:00pm in room 513.

And on a note that is admittedly more 
popular with parents than students -  Please 
be on the lookout for your student’s second 
progress report which should be in your 
mailbox by mid-November. 

Righetti High Update 

Progress Reports!
 by Dr. Catherine Ulrich, Principal

 Locally Owned • Patent Pending

 Easy Folding 
 Portable BBQ Pit

 D&S CREATIONS
 Don Armstrong
 (805) 709-1866

 “GRILL-A-MA-JIG” “GRILL-A-MA-JIG”
 THE ORIGINAL THE ORIGINAL

 www.grillamajig.com
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 Now Accepting New Patients
 Same Day Appointments 

    Available

 Thomas M Dawes, Jr., M.D.
 Dianne M. Dawes, PA-C

 A Board Certified 
 Family Medical Practice

 1145 E. Clark Ave, Suite B
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 (805) 934-2488

 (805) 878-4340 • (805) 938-7681 (805) 878-4340 • (805) 938-7681
 125 E. Clark • Old Orcutt 125 E. Clark • Old Orcutt

 Cheryl O’Keefe-Severn Cheryl O’Keefe-Severn
 Realtor® Realtor®  (805) 925-7461

 219B West Betteravia • Santa Maria

 ASE Certified 
 Master Technician on Duty
 Ford Powerstroke Expert

 For All Your Service Needs

Measure D
How could the Santa Barbara County As-

sociation of Governments Board  (SBCAG) 
possibly believe that local citizens would 
tax themselves at the  highest rate in all of 
California, by passing Measure D?  Maybe 
because they  fooled us once before.

In 1989, when this tax originated, our 
political leaders promised that  their num-
ber one priority was to add a third lane to 
Highway 101, south of  Santa Barbara.  It 
never materialized.  Again, SBCAG pro-
poses to widen 101, but why should we 
trust them?

I am concerned that some elected officials 
have forgotten the definition of public 
service.  Our representatives receive hand-
some pay and benefits in order to complete 
our business, not their own.   Are we sure 
that monies cannot be diverted to pet proj-
ects like the Stubblefield Road Extension in 
Orcutt, which the public opposes?

This attack on our pocketbooks needs to 
be defeated; vote NO on Measure D.

George Pierce

Protest Water Rate Increase
Orcutt ratepayers of the Golden State 

Water Company (GSWC) please take 
note!

Our water company Golden State Wa-
ter Company (GSWC) has submitted an 
application to the California Public Utili-
ties Co. (CPUC) to raise our water rates 
by approximately 14%.  This is over and 
above the application for a general rate 
increase which is only permitted every 3 
years (presently due in January 2007).  This 
proposed rate hike is to cover the cost of 
the following:

1. $5.5 million is legal fees accrued dur-
ing the lawsuit over the Santa Maria Valley 
ground water.

2. A portion of the cost to build and main-
tain a pipeline to deliver state water to the 
Nipomo Mesa. (An article in the SM Times 

by Tom Lanier, Sprinkler Pros

It seems a bit redundant to water one’s 
landscape in the midst of a downpour. 
Wouldn’t you say?

Yet we see it throughout the rainy season. 
Whether it be homes or businesses, govern-
ment properties or highways and byways 
– we’ve all seen the sprinklers cranking 
out the precipitation while the clouds are 
opened up. Millions of gallons each year are 
wasted this way. Sometimes it seemingly 
can’t be helped like when you are out of 
town. But now it can be helped. There is 
a solution!

If you’d like to do your part to avoid this 
at your home or business, a wireless rain 
sensor can be installed on your system. It 
will automatically toggle your sprinkler 
timer on and off according to the rain 
we’re encountering so you won’t have to. 
It’s called the Wireless Rain-ClikTM and is 
made by Hunter Industries – one of the ir-
rigation industry’s leaders in cutting edge 
irrigation products and technologies.

One of the helpful features is the device’s 
adjustable sensitivity level. The difference 
between the Wireless Rain-ClikTM and 
typical rain sensors is that other rain sensors 
are installed in the ground and are subject to 
soil saturation due to poor grading or dense 
soils, shade, etc. and so they can be highly 

inaccurate. The Wireless Rain-ClikTM is 
installed above ground to avoid this. It 
also has a Quick ResponseTM feature that 
shuts off the system immediately when it 
detects a shower. If it was just a momentary 
spell of rain, it will toggle your system cycle 
right back on. Not only will you be saving 
money on the otherwise wasted water, but 
also you’d be doing your part to conserve 
this precious natural resource.

If you often go out of town, or you know 
that you will be traveling this holiday sea-
son this is the perfect solution. No more 
asking your family or neighbors to turn 
off the system when it rains. It’s also ideal 
for your business office. While you’re busy 
earning the dough, it’ll be busy keeping it 
in your pocket. While I’m there I can check 
out the rest of your system as well to make 
sure it’s all in tip-top condition.

There are special timers and other devices 
that can be incorporated into your sprinkler 
system that can contribute to even further 
water and money conservation throughout 
the year. 

If you’d like to have the Wireless Rain-
Clik™ or any of these other devices in-
stalled, or any other sprinkler system needs 
addressed, please call me on my cell phone 
at 878-5449. Landscape maintenance is also 
available.

Saving Water and Money is 
Just a Clik™ Away!
Avoid watering when Nature’s doing it for you

on May 12, 2006 indicates that this cost 
could escalate from the original estimate of 
$2 million to as much as $10 million).

3. The cost of 250 acre feet per year (AFY) 
of state water purchased from Santa Maria 
and provided to the Nipomo Mesa through 
this pipeline (this to continue year after 
year into the future).

4. A portion of the yearly maintenance 
cost of the Twitchell Dam.

Golden State Water Company is at-
tempting in their application to the PUC, 
(A-06002026) to place the entire financial 
burden on the ratepayers and none on the 
stockholders.

The Orcutt Area Advisory Group has 
lodged a formal protest to this application 
with the PUC.  We stress the following:

1. A large portion of the cost is the re-
sponsibility of the stockholders, not the 
ratepayers.

2. The pipeline and delivery of state 
water to Nipomo is for new development/
growth and is of no benefit to resent rate-
payers. (Nipomo Mesa developers should 
absorb this cost).

Orcutt has prevailed in its protest against 
the purchase of State Water Project (SWP) 
on four separate occasions before the PUC.  
We continue to protest any purchase of 
state water at the ratepayer’s expense.

At a pre-hearing conference in San Fran-
cisco, the Orcutt Area Advisory Group 
requested a Public Participation Hearing 
(PPH) in the Santa Maria Area.  The admin-
istrative law judge has order this hearing 
on Thursday, November 9 from 1-3 at the 
Betteravia Government Center.

In the past, overwhelming attendance 
and support has had a significant impact 
on the comissioners’ decision.

It is urgent that Orcutt ratepayers attend 
this meeting to demonstrate to the PUC our 
support of this protest.

For questions, call me at 937-4860.
Don Ward

Letters to the Editor
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Seniors $15 Off Good thru 11-30-06

 “THE AUTO SHOP”
 1158 West Betteravia
 (805) 928-SHOP (7467)

 Stop by and Visit Us
 Under NEW OWNERSHIP

 NOVEMBER SPECIAL
 20% off BRAKE JOBS

 Most American Cars

 VALID WITH COUPON ONLY

NOW OPEN
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By Bob Schafer, Clarion Mortgage Capital 
The Central Coast, as we all know, is a 

refuge from the congested high stress life of 
our neighbors to both the north and south.  
It seems evident, in the last seven years or 
so the word of our beautiful area has got-
ten out.  People have flocked here by the 
thousands to share in our slice of heaven.  
As a result our local real estate prices have 
skyrocketed as the demand outstripped the 
supply of homes.  

During this period, the federal govern-
ment was most accommodative with low 
cost financing as they tried to get the econ-
omy going after the horrors of September 
11, 2001.

Additionally, 9/11 came just after a large 
stock market correction. (Or crash if you lost 
50% or more of your holdings like many 
did.)  This all added fuel to real estate values 
as investors saw real estate as an alternative 
to the stock market.

Now the climate has changed.  The Fed-
eral Reserve, worried about inflation, began 
to remove bit by bit their accommodative 
money policies.  Couple this with high gas 
prices, a war, and security worries and the 
population has had a sea change in their 
real estate buying attitudes.  

Understand there are two ingredients 
needed for people to buy: One, ability, and 
two, desire.  People have to first be able to 
make the payment. Second, they have to 
feel good enough about the future to sign 
on that dotted line for 30 years.

When 30 year fixed mortgages bottomed 
out at 4 3⁄4% not everyone was applying for 
one.  At that same time you could choose an 
adjustable rate at 1 1⁄2%.  And when fixed 

rates went to the mid 5’s the adjustable 
loans were at 3 1⁄2% for 5 years.  This is to 
say nothing about interest only and less 
than interest only loans with even lower 
payments still.  These options helped keep 
prices going up as payments were still af-
fordable.   Today, as the Federal Reserve has 
caused short term rates to be higher than 
long term rates those low rate options are 
no longer available.  

Now this is important to note:  If you 
purchased a home within the last 24 months 
in Orcutt and did so with little or no money 
down you may have little or no equity in 
your home today.  If you financed your 
purchase with a short term ARM you could 
be in for a shock when that rate adjusts.  
Many of these loans adjust after only 2 or 
3 years.  Look into refinancing these loans 
now!  There are still options for little or no 
equity situations.  But there are no options 
when you owe more than your home is 
worth.  Prices in Orcutt are down and may 
very well go lower.  Don’t get stuck with a 
high payment adjustment!

Is this the end? In a word NO!  It will 
come back.  It’s a much repeated cycle.  
The central coast and Orcutt still have large 
appeal.  Just the coming so called “Baby 
Boomers” when retired, will be enough to 
bring demand up.  After all who wants to 
retire in Detroit?  When you look at it, the 
Central Coast is by far the best value on the 
western slope of the coastal mountain range 
in the whole state of California.  So relax, 
just get that refinance done NOW!

Bob can be reached at 220 E. Clark in Old 
Orcutt. See coupon on page 4 for a free 
appraisal.

Orcutt Affected by National  
Real Estate Slowdown

 Proven Service 
 to the Orcutt Community

 Continue the 
 Excellence!

  ROBERT HATCH
   ROB BUCHANAN

 JIM PETERSON
 Supported by the Orcutt 
 Education Community

 ORCUTT UNION 
 SCHOOL DISTRICT

 �
 �
 �

 Paid Political Advertisement
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 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate
 Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 

 only • Please call for appointment.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DON’T PAY!

 Regular price  $44.00

 Expires 11-30-06

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 24 00
 +tax Bill, Paul, Dena and Jesse have a combined 75+ years of 

 experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt 
 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

rrs TM

 Jose SEGURA Jose SEGURA � �
 for  Orcutt School Board for  Orcutt School Board
 • Personally and professionally dedicated to public education.
 • An experienced classroom teacher who understands what it takes to successfully educate children.
 • Orcutt families deserve a school board that is fully committed to education.
 • Let’s work together to keep class size down, ensure we keep gifted teachers in our classrooms, and
    establish a school board that makes public education in our community the top priority.

 Supported by the teachers of the Orcutt School District.  Supported by the teachers of the Orcutt School District. 
 Vote Jose Segura November 7th! Segura4OrcuttSchools@yahoo.com Vote Jose Segura November 7th! Segura4OrcuttSchools@yahoo.com  Paid Political Advertisement

This article by Pamela Waterman was first 
published in the January 1996 issue of Boys’ Life 
magazine, and speaks of William W. Orcutt, the 
person for whom many old-timers say Orcutt 
was named.

William Orcutt stood in the middle of 
a strange-looking area near Los Angeles, 
California (owned by the Hancock family, 
of Marian Hospital and Hancock College in 
Santa Maria).  All around him pits of sticky 
tar oozed up from deep in the earth.

The young geologist’s job that day in 1901 
was to look for oil in a place called Rancho 
La Brea.  He knew that tar was a good sign 
of other oil deposits nearby (Brea is the 
Spanish word for tar).

But Orcutt spotted something that made 
him forget his search for oil.  At the edge of 
a pond, he found bones that were different 
from any he had every seen. Orcutt did not 
realize it at the time, but he had stumbled 
across what would be the largest group of 
Pleistocene Ice Age fossils every found in 
a single place.

Just Old Bones
Whenever Orcutt found time to dig, 

he would hike to La Brea with his tools.  
He discovered fossils of early camels, el-
ephants, bison and several kinds of birds.  

The animals he found lived during the 
late Pleistocene period, 10,000 to 40,000 
years ago.  The fossils preserved in the 
tar were a good scientific record of their 
existence.  

Orcutt’s Namesake Made his Mark 
in Archeology, Geology & Oil

“Find anything interesting?” people 
would ask Orcutt after he had excavated 
all day in the hot sun.  “Just old bones,” the 
young geologist answered.  He was afraid 
curious fossil hunters would invade the 
area if work leaked out about how old the 
bones really were.

The Big Discovery
After five years of part-time digging, 

Orcutt found his most important fossil.  It 
was an entire skull of a saber-toothed cat, 
the first ever found in the world.  

With that discovery, Orcutt decided to 
call a paleontologist from the University 
of California at Berkeley.  The professor 
immediately hopped on a train for Los 
Angeles, eager to see the fossils.

Once the university scientist told the 
newspapers about the treasures in the tar 
pits, people flocked to the area and carried 
away bones as souvenirs.

Orcutt’s Reward
After the paleontologists began their own 

excavations at La Brea, Orcutt continued his 
old job of searching for oil (in Orcutt, CA) 
until his death in 1942.  He never received 
much credit for his discovery.

But as a scientist, Orcutt’s reward was 
knowing that he was the first to recognize 
“the Boneyard ” as a treasure chest of fos-
sils.  More than 600 species of mammals, 
plants, birds, reptiles and insects have been 
found in the tar pits since 1901.

If Kathy Hayes has her way, Orcutt resi-
dents will have a garden walk to add to their 
list of local byways in coming years.

The director of operations at the Santa 
Barbara County Food Bank facility on Foster 
Road envisions not just the addition of a 
fruit and vegetable garden on the property 
she manages, but a chain of gardens on 
neighboring properties, all connected by a 
single, public path.

“What a wonderful way to enjoy the com-
munity and the bounties it affords us, don’t 
you think,” Hayes asked.

She envisions residents enjoying leisurely 
walks through the gardens, taking classes 
there, learning about the diverse plants that 
will grow in this ideal climate.

Garden of Dreams

Her hopes lie on plans of other neighbor-
hood agencies. Animal Services (548 W. 
Foster Road) may develop a memorial park 
for animals directly across the street from 
FoodBank. Santa Barbara County Building 
and Planning already has a native plants 
demonstration garden on its site at 624 W. 
Foster Road.

Growing Grounds Farm II, 812 W. Foster 
Road, also already up and running, would 
serve as the westerly garden, though 
conceivably the path could continue into 
Pioneer Park. Growing Grounds II already 
holds a public market Thursdays from 1 
p.m. to 5 p.m. (Call 928-4509 for additional 
information.)



11Orcutt Pioneer ~ October 25, 2006OP
Special Events
Orcutt Fire Department's 8th Annual Haunted 

House and Carnival, 335 Union Ave, Orcutt. Oct 
31 5PM-10PM. $5, 937-7515 for information.

CASA Kids’ Fund Chocolate Sunday, October 22 
from 2-4 pm sponsored by Rotary Club of Santa 
Maria—Breakfast. Scrumptious chocolate delights 
at Marian Residence Gardens. Tickets are $20/per-
son; raffle tickets, $10. CASA (Court Appointed 
Special Advocates) is a non-profit that trains vol-
unteers to speak up for children in the foster care 
system.  The Kids’ Fund enables the volunteers to 
purchase items for the kids to meet some of their 
needs.  Info: 739-9102 x2# or tricia@sbacasa.org.

OASIS  Senior Center Italian Dinner, Friday, 
November 4, at 420 Soares St., Old Orcutt.  Silent 
Auction & Door Prizes.  $10/person, entertainment 
by Ed Malinowski and his Italian accordion. Tickets 
available at OASIS, 937-9750.

Allan Hancock College Benefit/Silent Auction 
Dinner, Nov. 10th 6pm in Support of the Par-
ent-Child Participation Program at YOYO, $100 
Donation includes 2 dinners and entry into raffle.  
Auction items include a trip to Las Vegas and a 
Fender Guitar signed by Emmy Lou Harris! For 
tickets call Melanie Smith at 264-9087.

Threshold Ministries Third Annual Christmas 
Mission Market, December 2,10-2 at Orcutt Pres-
byterian Church.  Non profit mission organizations 
are invited to participate.  

limited number of spaces. October 1, 2006 
is the deadline.  Info: Tammy  TMIHope_
missionmarket@msn.com or 938-5882.

Monthly or Weekly Events
   All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior 

Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second 
Saturday of each month  8 – 10 am:.  Adults 
$3.50, Children $2.00

BINGO - every Wednesday afternoon at OASIS, 
420 Soares Avenue, Orcutt.  Early bird at 12:30PM, 
plus 26 games for cash and door prizes. Come join 
the fun!   937-9750

Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters 
Of The American Revolution meeting on the second 

Saturday of each month, 10:30am. Info:  934-4438
 Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm 

to 9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.  
Everyone is invited to come and listen and male 
singers to participate.   Info:  934-0399. 

Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs; Knollwood 
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  Systems 
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG” 
at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Visitors are welcome. Info: 
Ray@ 937-6938.

Central Coast Women’s Soccer Association start 
its fall season in September. Women ages 19 & 
up are welcome, of all skill level. Games are held 
Sundays and the teams work out at least once dur-
ing the week. For more information, the website is 
www.eteamz.com/ccwsa or call Patti at 925-9184.

Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support class for 
the newly bereaved held 5 times a year (Tues 10:00 
to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and 

a Grief Recovery Support Group every Tues. 3:00 
to 4:30 in the 

conference room at Minami Center, 600 W. Enos 
in Santa Maria. Info on either group: Marian Hos-
pice at 739-3830

Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt Camping, 
hiking, lots of outdoor activities. Family oriented 
pack. Siblings are invited! Join the fun of the most 
exciting Cub Scout pack around. Contact Cubmas-
ter Darrel Parker at 934-7931or Fred Carbone for 
more information e-mail: drfredcarbone@cs.com 
Check out Pack 93’s Website  http://lospadre-
spack93.tripod.com/

50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis 
de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, Second 
Thursday of each month 11:30am for community 
news and potluck lunch.  Info:  937-3119.

Flea Market at The Loading Dock, 315 S. Broad-
way, Old Orcutt, rain cancels on the first Saturday 
of each month:   Info on booth rental or other:  
934-3471

Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny Hills 
Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. Clark, 

Orcutt on the second Thursday of each month 
4:30pm.  Info: 934-8325

Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” is open to 
the public and sells recycled building materials 
from construction sites and business donations.  
Doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and 
lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) are 
sold at 50% or less of retail.    Habitat for Human-
ity also accept donations. Located at 2053 Preisker 
Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Hours are Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 10 AM to 1 PM and the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month from 10 AM to 3 PM.

Job’s Daughters is an organization for young 
women ages 10 - 20 that teaches leadership, self-
confidence, fundraising and philanthropic activi-
ties, friendship and respect for people and cultures 
and has over 20,000 members in the USA; Canada; 
Australia; the Philippines and Brazil.  For a girl 
to qualify, she must have a Masonic relationship.  
Assistance is offered to identify the Masonic rela-
tionship.  Info: Pat Cuthbertson, Bethel Guardian, 
at 937-0838.

Calendar of Events
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 For Santa Maria High School Board
 •  The public passed the bond to build a new high school. Our district has the 

 responsibility to get the 4th high school built, as we maintain current facilities.
 •  Board members are trustees and leaders of the entire community. We should 

 honor our pledge to parents and students to provide the best teachers, the best 
 classrooms and the best education possible.

 •  Not only do teachers and classified staff deserve compensation commensurate 
 with their importance in the educational system, but we must honor their 
 profession and consider our role as board members in the morale of our district 
 staff.

 •  Parents engaged in their children’s education are a major factor in the 
 improvement of our local high schools aat all levels of social and academic 
 performance.

 Paid Political Advertisement. Paid for by Morales for School Board, 1309 Via Del Carmel, Santa Maria , CA 93455. 264-4708

 Endorsed by: City Councilman Leo Trujillo, State Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee, 
 High School Board President Victor Tognazzini, Elementary School Board Member David Riloquio
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Orcutt Households & Businesses Monthly!

 Customer service is our #1 priority. We work closely with our clients to assure 
 their needs are being met. Experience, professionalism, and hard work are what 
 you can expect when you put us to work for you. Call today for more info.

 Charlene Miller
 (805) 478-8842

 Suzie Ruiz
 (805) 757-7183
 Se Habla Español

 Property Management
 “There’s No Place Like Home”
 1140 E. Clark Ave., Suite 170

 Santa Maria, CA 93454
 (805) 934-3515

 LOTS OF HOUSE FOR THE MONEY!  
 Affordable large 4 bedroom/2 bath home.  Perfect 
 for large family with approx. 1,867 sq. ft. of living 
 space, room for possible additional unit.  Seller 
 will help with buyers closing costs.  Call today!
 $379,900.00, P121P

 CHARMING HOME   with a great floor plan in 
 gated South Point Estates.  3 bedrooms/2 baths 
 with desirable loft.  Cozy fireplace in Living 
 Room, built-in bookshelves, tile flooring, new 
 fencing in nice sized yard.  A must see!
 W359P, $439,900.00

 CHARMING!   Very tastefully done, 3 bedroom/2 bath 
 mobile home.  New exterior/interior paint.  Nicely 
 landscaped, laminate flooring, faux wood blinds, new light 
 fixtures, chandelier, stove and hood.  Storage in laundry 
 room and extra storage in garage.  Patio has indoor/
 outdoor carpet, fruit trees in backyard.  Call for more info 
 $169,900.00, V131P

 LOOK NO FURTHER!   Beautiful Foxenwood Estates, 4 
 bedroom, 3 bath home on quiet cul-de-sac.  Custom 
 curved staircase.  Hardwood floors in entry and upstairs 
 landing.  Lush landscaping in front and back yards.  
 Covered patio.  Separate office.  Plantation shutters in 
 formal living room and master bedroom.  $649,900.00, 
 B457P

 LARGE HOME, HORSE PROPERTY!  
 Tri-level home on approx. 1 acre corner lot in Nipomo.  4 
 bedrooms, 2.5 baths with an attached guest house close to 
 1200 sq. ft. without permits.  Listed price is below appraised 
 value.  For additional information or a private showing, call 
 today.  Take Tefft to E. Las Flores to La Quinta.
 $649,900.00, L159P

 WONDERFUL VIEW  from this beautiful South Vandenberg 
 Village home.  3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2 car garage.  Approx. 1,467 
 sq. ft., lot approx. 13,504 sq. ft.  New interior paint, remodeled 
 kitchen with pantry and reverse osmosis.  Refinished parquet 
 flooring, dual pane windows, large Master bedroom.  Walk out on 
 large deck and enjoy the view.  Backyard tastefully landscaped 
 and has French drains through out leading to front street, plus a 
 fire pit for your enjoyment.  Call today!  $415,000.00, S408P

 DISCOVER THE MAGIC FOUND WITHIN  t
 his pride of ownership home in Orcutt School District, close to schools 
 and shopping. It boasts 4 bedrooms with a Charming master suite on 
 the ground floor. It comes with 2.5 tastefully decorated, oversized 
 baths. The private corner location, vaulted ceilings, wood shutters in 
 the living room and a Viking Commercial Stove in the kitchen are but 
 a few benefits awaiting your review. Call for your private showing.
 $609,900.00, V442P

 EXTREMELY WELL CARED FOR 
 3 bedroom/2 bath, single level Townhome!  The 
 Kensington Plan A.  Huge great room w/cozy fireplace, 
 sunny kitchen w/tile counters and beautiful cabinets.  Tile 
 floors in great room and dining room.  Move in ready!
 $449,900.00, W233P

 BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED   3 bedroom, 2 bath home 
 with newer carpet, tile and paint.  Vaulted ceilings, open, 
 airy feeling, with fireplace in Living Room.  Tranquil back 
 yard setting with covered patio, water feature, perfect for 
 entertaining.  Call for your private tour!  $449,000.00, 
 H442P

 WONDERFUL   newer 3 bedroom/2 bath home!  
 Spacious Living Room, large Dining area.  Sunny 
 Kitchen with tile counters and flooring.  Plus Breakfast 
 Bar!  Beautiful yard with Santa Maria style BBQ and 
 patio area with brick pavers.  Finished garage.  Move-in 
 ready!  $404,900.00, A172P

 SUPER HOME   with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths.  Large Living 
 room has fireplace.  Huge country kitchen has loads of 
 cabinets, tile counters and new vinyl flooring.  The 
 spacious Master opens to the rear yard.  Fantastic open 
 floor plan!  Freshly painted inside.  Call today! 
 $419,000.00, W438P

 LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!   Spacious home has 4 
 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths and is conveniently located in close proximity 
 to shopping!  Large Living Room has fireplace and crown molding.  
 Formal Dining plus eat-in kitchen.  There is an indoor laundry room.  
 The Master is over-sized, enormous Family Room has separate 
 entrance with one bedroom and 1 1/2 baths on that level.  Could be 
 possible In-Law quarters.  This home is approximately 3,392 sq. ft.
 $625,000.00, D104P

 GORGEOUS HOME!   3 spacious bedrooms, 2 baths 
 Orcutt home.  Upgraded kitchen with granite tile counters, 
 tile flooring, black appliances w/ built-in microwave.  
 Breakfast bar and nook, inside laundry area, tile roof, and 
 a maintenance free yard!  Call today for a private tour.
 R430P, $424,500.00

 ABSOLUTELY EXQUISITE!   2 bedroom/2.5 bath town home in 
 Foxenwood.  Picture perfect, light and bright with plantation 
 shutters.  Beautiful light fixture in Dining Room, sub-zero 
 refrigerator, reverse osmosis, water softener included.  Manicured 
 lawns to enjoy all year long.  Backyard faces luscious greenbelt 
 for added privacy.  Must see to appreciate this gem.
 $525,900.00, R442 P

 EXTREMELY NICE   triple wide on foundation 
 in family park.  Two years new.  3 bedrooms, 2 
 baths, approx. 2150 sq. ft.  Newer applicances, 
 ceiling fans, light and bright and spacious.  Call 
 for more info.  $439,900.00, U353P

 ATTENTION INVESTORS!   Located on the corner of 
 Highway 1 and Harris Grade Rd.  .85/acre nearing 
 completion of annexation into the city of Lompoc.  
 Lompoc City Planner states the current general plan for 
 the site will be zoned Multi-Family/Apartment.  Call before 
 itʼs gone!  $500,000.00, H261P

 CLEAN AS A WHISTLE!  
 2 bedroom, 2 bath end unit condo.  Approx. 1,100 sq. ft.  
 Newly painted, new carpet and vinyl flooring.  Newer 
 appliances including refrigerator, washer & dryer.  
 Centrally located, close to schools and shopping.  Priced 
 to sell!  $265,000.00, P427P

 DOUBLE WIDE MOBILE HOME 
 in well-managed Mobile Home Park.  Pets 
 allowed.  55 or older.  Newer carpet and flooring.  
 Amenities include pool, spa, clubhouse, RV 
 Storage.  Call today for more info.
 $50,000.00, T170P

 Curt Cragg
 934-3369

 Mary Ann  Wright
 331-0995

 Dorothy Guida
 680-5346

 Steve Southwick
 878-1401

 Sue Noble
 451-2774

 Charlene Miller
 478-8842

 Margie Mattly
 294-5050

 Miko Nehman
 714-8124

 Christy Bagby
 714-7726

 1140 E. Clark Ave #170, 
 Santa Maria, CA  
 Located in the 

 Albertson’s  Shopping Center
 “There’s no place like Home.”

 www.callhomerealty.com

 Necia Shelton
 934-3369

 Lisa Morinini
 252-1769

 Sharon DeBacker
 878-2860

 Vi Sparks
 878-6255

 Shirley Ginn-Fong
 878-3968

 (805)  934-3369

 Information Not Verified • Call www.CallHomeRealty.com for More Available Properties

 Camera
 Shy!

 COMPLETELY REMODELED!   At approx. 1/3 acre, this home 
 has one of the largest lots you will see.  But thatʼs just the 
 beginning.  Interior is new throughout.  Swanstone counter top, 
 hickory cabinets, all new flooring with laminate, tile and carpeting.  
 New tasteful paint.  Upgraded baths, ceiling fans, brand new roof.  
 Extremely desirable floor plan.  Ideally located within blocks of 
 Orcutt Schools. $419,000.00, A454P

 RARE TRIPLE WIDE IN KNOLLWOOD!  
 This spacious 2 bedroom, 2 bath has formal Living and 
 Family rooms.  Dining room has built-in hutch.  There is a 
 Sun room located directly off of Family room.  Large Kitchen 
 w/plenty of cabinets and counter space.  Indoor laundry and 
 Master bath has soaking tub & separate shower.  Call today!
 B393P, $169,000.00

Orcutt Pioneer
4620 Via Nina
Orcutt, CA 93455


