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Happy New Year, Orcutt!

 “Old Maud,” the grandmother of Orcutt, 
had a centennial birthday a few weeks 
ago. On December 2, 1904, the well of-
ficially named Hartnell No. 1, but fondly 
known as Old Maud after someone’s 
mule or an Orcutt prostitute, no one 
knows for sure, shot oil 150 feet into 
the air and started flowing at 12,000 
barrels a day.

“It was the largest producing well in 
the United States and probably the world 
at that point,” explains Darwin Sainz, a 
seventh generation Californian who has 
an engineering degree from Cal Poly and 
whose grandfather worked on the well. 
Sainz, who is a Unocal retiree and a Los 
Alamos rancher, has hundreds of histori-
cal pictures of early Orcutt days. 

The well produced a million barrels in 
its first 100 days and two million barrels 
in the first year. 

Old Maud was actually a mistake. The 
heavy boiler Union Oil workers were 

Oil Well that Put Orcutt on the Map has Centennial Anniversary 

hauling to the planned site south of the 
Orcutt hills (see map) on June 22, 1904, 
dropped off the wagon after hitting a hole 
365 feet from the planned site. 

So the crew built the rig at that site. 
William Warren Orcutt, the young 

Union Oil geologist who had convinced 
the company to explore 77,000 acres for 
drilling, was upset the workers set up the 
rig where the boiler fell. But rather than 
starting over, the site was finalized and  
six months later, on December 2, Old 
Maud did her thing. 

“When Old Maud was discovered, there 
was no way of controlling it,” says Sainz. 
“They had a valve on the head of the 
well that was destroyed when the well 
burst. Every gopher hole for 100 yards 
around began to flow oil. They just built 
berms and let the oil make a lake behind 
each dam.”

The well flowed for two years and 
yielded nearly three million barrels before 

it was finally placed on a pump. 
About that time, William Warren 

Orcutt, a member of Stanford’s first 
graduating class whose roommate 
was Herbert Hoover, laid out the 
Orcutt townsite and E.W. Clark, for 
whom Clark Avenue was named, 
were serving on the board of direc-
tors of the Pacific Coast Railroad.

Clark wanted to name the new 
town after Orcutt. The namesake 
did not like the idea. Sainz says 
Orcutt was quoted as saying that 
hitching his name to the town, 
“was like naming a cheap cigar 
after a cheap actress.” 

But history played out and a 
hundred years later both William 
Warren Orcutt and Old Maud are 
in local history books and stories 
abound about their contributions 
to the Santa Maria Valley. 

Old Maud produced until 1963. 
Then it sat idle until it was capped 
and abandoned in 1988. 

A 1978 photo of the Old Maud well site. The site is not the rig in the forefront, but the well 
in the upper right hand corner. The well had not produced for fifteen years and was finally 
capped in 1988. Photo courtesy of Darwin Sainz.

Members of the Hartnell family lined up for this photo on a berm between two oil lakes  
near the Hartnell No. 1 (Old Maud) drilling site. The family received a Spanish land grant  of 
21,000 acres in 1876. Today the family owns about 2300 acres. Photo courtesy Darwin Sainz.

Old Maud is located south of the Orcutt hills east of 
Highway 1 on Graciosa Ridge. The site is just south 
of the present-day home of the Oakhill housing 
development.

Underground parking in Old Orcutt? 
For Eric Dias, hope springs eternal. 
Dias has purchased the parcel at the 
northwest corner of Clark Avenue and 
First Street; the corner that has been 
the home of several service stations in 
decades past. 

The abandoned, dilapidated building 
has been an Old Orcutt embarrassment 
for years. 

Gas tank leakage has caused under-
ground contamination. The site must 
be cleaned up before development. But 
Dias, who operates ERA Homes and Land 
Realty around the corner on Union Av-
enue, is hoping for county approval for 
a two story building with retail on the 
bottom floor, offices upstairs and maybe 
some residential in the back. 

“We are applying for underground 
parking on that corner,” he says. “Because 
on-site parking is not mandated for com-
mercial development, Old Orcutt is go-
ing to need more parking options.” 

Dias says Mobil, Arco, and Unocal 
operated on the site over the years and 
he is seeking aid from those companies 
for clean-up. “Initial borings indicate 
the contamination is contained to the 
borders of the property; we have found 

hydrocarbons and the corner will be 
cleaned up."

This project is one of at least five 
commercial proposals in the works for 
Old Town Orcutt. Late last year Santa 
Barbara County eased zoning rules to 
help the historic town become more 
pedestrian-friendly and to return to its 
historical roots. 

County Planner Stephen Peterson says 
the county has applied for a $140,000 
Caltrans grant to fund design studies for 
street improvements including wider 
sidewalks, lighting, benches, street trees 
and a landscaped median on Clark. 

Other projects in the works include 
wine tasting next to the Loading Dock, 
expansion of Jack’s Restaurant to include 
a banquet room and outdoor eating patio 
with re-construction of the corner of 
South Broadway and Union to accent a 
western facade, restaurants and shops 
in the Old Union Oil/Nuevo building 
on South Broadway (now Orcutt Union 
Plaza) and a restaurant with wine tasting 
on the corner of Clark and Highway 135 
overlooking Orcutt Creek. 

Country Kitchen is concluding con-
struction on its expansion on Clark 
Avenue next to the Dias project.

An Old Orcutt Eyesore 
Could be Getting a Facelift 
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 Ultra Sonic 
 Facials

 Tired of wrinkles?  Come in for a four month series 
 using Cellex C and you will see results.

 Call Heather today at 937-5317

 Ultimate Facial $65 • Deluxe Facial $55

 That Total  Look and More
 4124 Orcutt Road

 Providing Urgent, Primary & Industrial Medicine

 (805) 922-0561
 Located in the Ross Shopping Center • 340 East Betteravia Rd, Suite C • Santa Maria

 All Major Credit Cards & Checks Accepted  •  Serving the Santa Maria Valley for 20 Years

 No Appointment Necessary • Open Evenings and Saturdays
 Accepting New Patients for Primary Care Services

 •  Family Medicine (Colds, flu, asthma, minor injuries & diabetes management) 
 •  Women’s Health  •  Sports Medicine 

 •  Treatment of Industrial Injuries  •  Employment Physicals
 Accepts most major insurance plans, including: 

 Beech Street, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Health Net, Medicare, United Healthcare

 Physician Always On Duty • Open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Saturdays 9am-5pm

 Mary Ann Wright
 “Bringing people home since 1977”

 “There’s No Place Like Home”

 Mary Ann Wright, REALTOR ®

 Office: 805-934-3476
 Cellular: 805-331-0995

 maryann.wright@gte.net

 Your home may be worth 
 more than you think!

 For a Free Market Analysis
 visit my website at 

 www.maryannwright.com

 Ask me 
 about our 

 1% program!

A shop tailored to those patient souls 
who love to quilt is scheduled to open 
January 18 at 165-A West Clark, next 
door to Rick’s Car Care.  Old Town Quilt 
Shop is located in the store that formerly 
housed Stamper’s Station. Heritage Heart, 
the scrapbook store, is directly behind.

 The new shop owners are partners 
Maxine Campbell and Marti Carr, “old 
friends from way back when our boys 
played little league together,” says Maxine.  
Marti has been sewing all her life, includ-
ing making her own wedding dress.  Max-
ine has been quilting off and on for about 
15 years.  Both have taken quilting classes 
at Hancock College and are members of 
the All-America City Quilt Guild.

“With the revitalization going on in Old 
Orcutt, we felt it to be the perfect place 
for a new quilt store,” explains Maxine.  “ 
We are offering fine quilt fabrics, patterns, 
books, and notions.  When choosing our 
building it was very important to us that 
we have space for a classroom; we have 
found there are many people who want 
to learn to quilt or are beginners looking 
for more instruction.  Our friend Terrie 
Eskew will be teaching many techniques, 
including classes for beginning quilters.  
When the classroom is not in use, the 
tables are available for pinning or bast-
ing quilts.”

 Beginning January 18th, Old Town 
Quilt Shop hours will be 10-6 Tuesday 
through Saturday, and 11:30-4 on Sunday, 
closed Monday.

Quilt Shop Looks  
for Niche in Old Orcutt

With new Loading Dock owners Kerry 
Manderscheid Farao and Joanie Ferini 
Sumner well in the saddle now, the pair 
is announcing a variety of activities and 
menus to spice up the time folks spend 
at the art and antique spot on the edge 
of Old Town Orcutt. 

Kerry Farao says the “brand spanking 
new menu” has added soups, sandwiches 
and a new wine list with specialty chees-
es. “It has not been finalized yet, but we 
are definitely working on a first Saturday 
of the month swap meet and farmers’ 
market,” she says. 

There is live music on Friday nights. and 
Sunday afternoon barbeques will begin 
soon. Call the Loading Dock at 934-3471 
for specifics. 

Loading Dock 
Changing the 
Menu and Adding 
Weekend Fun

Forty years ago the Union Valley Park-
way (UVP) was first envisioned. Four 
decades later, the project is still creep-
ing along.

It has been partially built, between 
Highway 101 and Hummel. However, 
federal environmental studies, including 
an evaluation of the impact the road will 
have on the protected tiger salamander, 
must be completed on the stretch be-
tween Hummel Road and Blosser Road.  
Environmental issues associated with the 
101 interchange must be resolved before 
public review and consideration by the 
Santa Maria City Council. 

The draft EIR is currently being re-
viewed by CalTrans, who is building 
the roughly six million dollar UVP in-
terchange at Highway 101. The city will 
make adjustments required by CalTrans 
and then the Federal Highway Admin-

Union Valley Parkway Construction 
May Begin Summer of 2005 

istration will then have a crack at the 
document. 

City Senior Civil Engineer Bruce Nybo 
says public response to the draft EIR, af-
ter review by CalTrans and the Feds, will 
begin later this year. After consideration 
by the Santa Maria Planning Commis-
sion and City Council, he anticipates 
construction on the eight million dollar 
Hummel to Blosser leg by the summer of 
next year. Growth mitigation fees paid by 
developers and federal monies will fund 
the project. 

The earliest CalTrans projects building 
the interchange at Highway 101 is 2008.

Nybo is quoted in an article in the 
Santa Maria Times last August that, “if it 
hadn’t been for the tiger salamander, the 
project would be under construction 
right now.” 

The purpose of UVP is to mitigate traffic 
in south Santa Maria and Orcutt, espe-
cially if the proposed research park at the 
Santa Maria airport gets off the ground. 
The City is projecting 16,000 vehicular 
trips per day within two decades. Cur-
rently, Foster Road handles 7000 to 9000 
trips per day. 

The forty year history of the project, 
which initially was planned to stretch to 
Highway 101 at the Rancho Maria golf 
course, has included opposition from 
some Foxenwood residents who have 
argued UVP west of Highway 135 needs 
to be realigned to Foster road to alleviate 
proximity to Foxenwood homes. 

The plan to extend UVP to Highway 1 
has been dropped, according to Nybo.
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 ROOM  ADDITIONS

 • Custom Homes
 • Remodeling

 • Room Additions
 • In-Home Designs
 • Tubular Skylights
 • Concrete Work

 FREE  ESTIMATES

 1157 E Clark Ave, Orcutt CA
 Longs Shopping Center

 Lic. 480363

 SERVICE 
 CONNECTION

 938-9083

 Thomas R. King, 
 Owner

 1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

 established 1978

 Come in and 

 Take Advantage

 of Special 

 Savings!

The Orcutt Ice, a girls-under-12 all-
star soccer team made up of 12 players 
from the Orcutt United Soccer League, 
have sprinted through the first two 
tournaments of their 2004-2005 all-star 
season. 

Over two weekends, the Ice compiled 
an 8-0-1 record and were crowned cham-
pions of both the Atascadero Stampede 
on December 12th and the South Bay 

Members of the Orcutt Ice GU-12 All-Star soccer: Coaches Juan Duarte, Steven Reese  
Team Pictured: Holly Buckley, Sierra Duarte, Danielle O’Keefe, Marissa Pule, Shannon 
Reese, Heather Rivera, Alexis Rodenberger, Kate Stovicek, Penelope Toogood, Cheyenne 
Wilkinson, Taylor Will and Lara Wilson.)

Orcutt Ice Girls’ Soccer 
Freezing Their Opponents 

Shootout in Los Osos on December 19th. 
This team, who had only practiced to-
gether since Thanksgiving, outscored its 
opponents 35-4 and of their eight wins, 
seven have been shutouts. 

Coached by Juan Duarte and Steven 
Reese, the Orcutt Ice will resume play 
in January at the Spaceport Classic in 
Lompoc. 

 The Victorian
 Stained Glass Works

 ~ Custom Designed Windows
 ~ Retail Sale of Glass, 

 Tools & Supplies
 ~ Gifts for Home and Garden

 ~ Repairs & Instruction 
 Available

 (805) 937-8234
 125 W. Clark 

 (Old Orcutt Trade Center)

 Where Glass is an Art!

 Happy New Year!
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 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for 
 Certificate

 $5.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate
 Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With 

 coupon only • Please call for appointment.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DON’T PAY!

 Regular price  $39.00

 Expires 2-15-05

rrs TM

 Dena - 17 years, Paul - 19 years, Jeff - 20 years. That’s 56 years 
 of experience in vehicle repair right here in Orcutt! 
 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 21 00
 +tax

 American Express Financial Advisors Inc.  Member NASD.  American Express Company is separate from American Express 
 Financial Advisors Inc. and is not a broker-dealer.
 © 1998-2002 American Express Financial Corporation. All Rights Reserved.   7/02

 American Express
 Financial Advisors Inc.
 Member NASD

 (805) 937-1002
 127 W. Clark Ave, Suite 209, Orcutt, CA 93455

 How much is enough?
 You’ve saved a nest egg. You hope it’s enough. But how can you 
 be sure?

 At American Express we can offer you financial advice on investment 
 strategies, tax planning, estate planning and more to help you reach 
 your goals. Get the insight you need to make smarter decisions. So you 
 can take control of your future.

 Terry Dworaczyk, MS, CFP
 Financial Advisor

 C A N Y O N  P A C I F I C  M O R T G A G E

 9 2 5 - 4 4 2 4  o f f i c e  •  6 8 0 - 0 9 8 8  c e l l
 3 2 5  E .  P l a z a  D r .  S u i t e  B ,  S a n t a  M a r i a ,  C A  9 3 4 5 4

 Craig Noble

 • Purchase or Refinance Loans 
 • Cashout •100% financing • First Time Home Buyer 
 • Conventional-FHA-V.A.-PERS • Fixed-ARM & Interest Only

 L i c e n s e d  b y  t h e  C a l i f .  D e p t .  o f  R e a l  E s t a t e  &  t h e  D e p t .  o f  C o r p o r a t i o n s

 “There’s No Place Like Home”
 (805) 934-3369

 1140 East Clark Suite 170, 
 Albertson’s Shopping Center

 Sue Noble, Realtor®
 is pleased to announce

 her arrival at 

 Home Realty!
 Call Sue at 451-2774

Thanks for Work at Nightingale
I watched in awe recently as I was 

passing Nightingale school where a 
gathering of fathers and helpers installed 
a resoding of turf at the American Little 
League baseball field. The field was com-
pletely redone, having been completely 
leveled and base paths all refurbished 
and restored.

Paul Rodriguez, president of the Or-
cutt American League, aided by Doug 
Peter and Ray Calgary, were behind the 
enormous task, which involved several 
weekends of team fathers contributing 
to the success of a beautiful redoing of 
the whole park and field.

 The cost of the project amounted to 
some $20,000 in expenses, but in my 
opinion, this was small potatoes for the 
availability for so many kids, giving them 
a fantastic foundation for the opportunity 
to learn and play. Funds were collected 
entirely through the efforts of the league 
parents.

I write this because I was the first 
league president in 1959, and I have had 

the pleasure of knowing that thousands 
of young men have had the greatest of all 
experiences in learning. All coaches and 
parents must have a great deal of satisfac-
tion in knowing that so many care.

Robert E. Kelley, Orcutt

Letter to the Editor

Question  
of the Month

The Orcutt Pioneer question 
of the month is: “Do you sup-
port the proposed location of 
the fourth high school in the 
Santa Maria Valley? Prior to the 
passing of the school construction bond 
measure in November, district officials in-
dicated the 145 acre site at the northeast 
corner of Black Road and Highway 1 is 
the preferred location for a new Orcutt 
High School. You are invited to send your 
response to: Orcuttpioneer@yahoo.com,  
fax to 937 2013 or mail to Orcutt Pioneer, 
4620 Via Nina, Orcutt 93455.
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 Sun. Worship 10 AM
 Sun. School & Bible Class 9 AM

 4465 S. Blosser Road
 north of Clark Ave in Old Orcutt

 937-0339

 STAR 
 OF 

 BETHLEHEM
 LUTHERAN 
 CHURCH

 HOLDING OUT THE WORD OF LIFE

 BIBLE-BASED

Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 3470 Orcutt Road
 Evergreen Shopping Center

 Orcutt Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/05
 $ 11 00  16” 2 Topping Pizza

 +tax

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $9.00 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out! ($10.50 if delivered) 

 No Coupon Needed!

 Where the 
 Pavement Ends 

 and the West Begins!
 Serving the West Since 1912

 899 Guadalupe Street,
 Guadalupe, CA 93434

 Reservation Hotline

 (805) 343-2211

 Dr. David Hensiek
 Chiropractor

 235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
 (805) 937-2015 • Fax (805)  937-2016

 Don’s 
 Hardwood Floors
 Generations of Experience

 Custom Installations
 Naildown & Gluedown

 Sand & Refinish
 Custom Stains & Finishes

 Free Estimates
 Laminate Certified
 License #795442

 Don Imel
 (805) 714-8225
 Fax 934-4593

 Serving The Central 
 Coast Since 1955

 • Municipal 
    Tax-exempt Bonds 
 • Blue Chip Stocks
 • Local Independent 
    Bank Shares
 • Mutual Funds

 stocks • mutual funds • bonds

 George H. Crosby

 (805) 922-6901 • 800-244-4183
 1862 South Broadway, Suite 100

 Santa Maria, CA 93454
 Member NASD • Member SIPC

 Studio 156
 Hair & Nail  Salon

 Start 2005
 With a New Look

 156 S. Broadway, Old Town Orcutt
 805-937-6112

 Cathy
 Cheli
 Janice

 John,  LMT
 Suzette
 Twyla

 Colors • Perms
 Cuts • Updos
 CHI Chemical 

 Straightening System
 Scalp Massage

 Manicures • Pedicures
 Acrylics • Waxing

 Ear Piercing
 Mobile Massage/In House 

 by appt only • 714-5159

 Men-Women-Children

Music is our wake-up call in the morn-
ing, it is our company for our drive to 
work, it is our entertainment at night, 
and it relaxes us from a day of  stress. 
It is important to pass the love and pas-
sion for music to those around us. Our 
children need to learn the joy that music 
can bring into their lives. Studies show 
that children who have music lessons 
perform better in school.

Saint Andrew Academy of Music is 
proud to announce the addition of Mi-
chael Nunez as guitar instructor. Michael, 
who recently moved to the area from 
Ventura, is a graduate of the Musicians’ 
Institute of Technology, and has been 
teaching for over 23 years. He is MTA 
certified to teach bass, electric, acoustic, 
and classical guitar along with drums, 
percussion, vocal development, piano, 
keyboard, and synthesizer. He is now 
accepting students at St Andrew Acad-
emy of Music for Winter session starting 
January 17th.

Call 937-0690 or e-mail standrewacad
emyofmusic@yahoo.com.

Janna Douma Promoted to Assis-
tant Vice President at Mid-State Bank 
& Trust

Janna Douma has been promoted to 
assistant vice president at Mid-State Bank 
& Trust, announced James W. Lokey, Bank 
president and chief executive officer.   
As customer service manager, Douma is 
responsible for customer service, hiring 
and training employees, and supervising 
all operations at the Bank’s office at 1110 
E. Clark Avenue in Orcutt. 

Douma joined Mid-State Bank & Trust 
in 1998 when the Bank merged with the 
former Bank of Santa Maria, where she 
was an operations officer.  She served 
as the customer service supervisor of 
the bank’s South Broadway office in 

St. Andrew 
Academy of 
Music Welcomes 
New Guitar 
Instructor

Orcutt Business Santa Maria before being promoted to 
her current position.  A banker for 25 
years, she started her career with Chino 
Valley Bank.

Bob Stricklin joins Mission Oaks 
Mortgage Company. 

After 10 years, Bob Stricklin moved 
from selling real estate to financing real 
estate by joining the team at Mission Oaks 
Mortgage Company. Bob looks forward to 
assisting people in financing real estate 
property investments, specializing in real 
estate lead generation.

Bob graduated from Cal Poly, San Luis 
Obispo in 1993 with a concentration 
in real estate finance and appraisal. He 
chose real estate as a career with the 
hope that he could remain living here on 
the beautiful central coast with his  wife 
Vanessa and son, Gavin. 

Bob enjoys outdoor activities such as 
golf, basketball, and swimming. He loves 
acting, singing, and watching theatre and 
movies. He is currently writing his own 
screenplay with the hopes of producing 
an independent feature film.  

Bob Stricklin can be reached by calling 
his office at (805) 614-9052 by email at 
BStrick730@aol.com or at www.stick-
withstrick.com

 (805) 934-4429
 127-A E. Clark Ave
 Old Town Orcutt

 Kay Flagg, 
 Owner
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State Farm Mutual Funds are offered through prospectus by registered representatives of
State Farm VP Management Corp., One State Farm Plaza, Bloomington, Illinois 61710, 
1-800-447-4930. Please read the prospectus and consider the investment objectives,
risks, charges and expenses and other information it contains about State Farm Mutual
Funds carefully before investing.

Consult your tax, legal or investment advisor for specific advice. State Farm VP Management Corp. is a
separate entity from those State Farm entities that provide insurance products.

Retirement may be closer than it seems. So get 
started planning for it today by paying me a visit.
We Live Where You Live.®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

P039126  04/04

Help with

RETIREMENT PLANNING 
is right around the corner.

Mike Spears, Agent
Registered Representative
Bus: 805-937-7275

 Phone: (805) 934-8607 • Voice Mail: (805) 349-1530 • Fax: (805) 934-3059
 1157 E. Clark Ave. Ste.G • Santa Maria, CA 93455 • email: michelle@mainstreamfinancial.com

 Michelle Kelly Leachman, Mortgage Loan Manager

 New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs 
 Backflow Testing/Repairs

 Lic. 823283 Jeremy Griffin

 (805) 934-1949

 Creative Home Property Management Creative Home Property Management
 400 E. Clark Ave, Suite B, Orcutt

 Leigh Marchant

 For professional, competent property 
 management, call  CREATIVE HOME 
 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT .

 We specialize in the Orcutt area providing full 
 services or placement only. Lowest fees in 
 town and each home is treated like our own. 
 Call Leigh at 934-4213 for brochure or 
 information.

 (805) 934-4213

 If it looks like a rental, we’re probably not managing it! If it looks like a rental, we’re probably not managing it!

 Same Great Service, Same Great Home Realty Association and Support  Same Great Service, Same Great Home Realty Association and Support 
 We just needed more space! Now located at 400 E. Clark Ave. Ste. B We just needed more space! Now located at 400 E. Clark Ave. Ste. B

With Standards, School More “Academic”
Orcutt Schools Update 

By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent, Orcutt Union School District 

“School isn’t like it was when I was 
growing up!”

As we start a new calendar year, it 
seems right to address this thought 
– an observation I hear frequently from 
parents, community members, and even 
our own staff members. The comment is 
true, and one of the biggest reasons why 
– and the focus of this column – is that 
school these days is focused more than 
ever on academics.

In the Orcutt Union School District 
and in every other school district in the 
nation, our academic efforts revolve 
around standards – which are specific 
concepts and skills that children are 
expected to know, understand, and do. 

Standards are available in every content 
area, although we put our emphasis on 
the standards in reading, language arts, 
and mathematics.

The purpose for standards is that they 
outline, in detail, what children must 
accomplish at their given grade level 
before moving on to the next grade level. 
Standards inform teachers about what 
to have their students learn and do; they 
also communicate to parents what their 
children will be working on. In addi-
tion, many, if not most, teachers take the 
time to outline the standards for their 
students.

As part of the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001, each state was re-
quired to adopt “challenging academic 
standards” as well as testing and ac-
countability programs that measured 
students’ and schools’ progress toward 
them. California was like every other 
state in developing standards; however, 
it was unique in that it adopted a set of 
standards that was among the most rigor-
ous in the nation. While other states built 
standards on eighth-grade or high school 

proficiency, California’s standards are 
based on the requirements for admission 
to the University of California.

What that means is that the academic 
expectations for children in our state are 
higher now than they have been in some 
time. Students are being asked to learn 
more, to produce more, and to master 
each of the grade-level standards in read-
ing, language arts, and math. To be sure, 
the large majority of Orcutt’s students 
ARE able to meet this challenge – but the 
change in the way we educate children 
is noticeable. As one kindergarten parent 
told me recently, “Kindergarten now is 
like first grade was 20 or 30 years ago.”

The implementation of standards has 
impelled us to change the way we as-
sess children’s learning. In grades K-5, 
we have implemented a series of assess-
ments that show how each student is 
progressing toward grade-level standards 
in reading, language arts, and math. This 
information is communicated to parents 
via standards-based report cards that go 
home three times a school year.

To illustrate what goes into the stan-
dards-based report card, let’s look at the 
subject of math. Here, students take as-
sessments in each area within the math 
standards –number sense, algebra, sta-
tistics, measurement and geometry, and 

mathematical reasoning. The results give 
students a rating for each area on a scale 
of 1 to 4: 4, above standard; 3, proficient/
at standard; 2, approaching standard; and 
1, difficulty meeting standard. Meanwhile, 
students still receive effort grades (grades 
K-3) and letter grades (grades 4-5) for 
their performance on classwork, home-
work, and quizzes in math.

By and large, our parents have appreci-
ated the specificity of the feedback they 
are receiving from the new report cards. 
Moreover, our parents have learned that, 
based on our rating scale, a “3” is terrific. 
Children who earn a “3” on a given stan-
dard are meeting with the state’s rigor-
ous, college-preparatory expectations in 
that area.

In sum, like every other school district 
in the nation, Orcutt’s journey in imple-
menting standards continues. As always, 
we will do everything we can to keep 
parents and community members up to 
speed with our efforts.

Happy New Year to everyone in Orcutt! 
Here’s wishing all of you a wonderful 
2005!

Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contact-
ed by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail at 
smcholland@orcutt-schools.net, or by mail 
c/o Orcutt Union School District, 501 Dyer 
Street, P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt, CA 93457.

 2218 S. Thornburg
 Santa Maria, CA 93455

 (805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

 FREE Pickup and Delivery - Orcutt/Y Area-South

 Retired Accountant/Auditor
 Registered and Bonded

 Bob Virgin  •  934-3594
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Classified Ads

Up to 25 words, just $5; add bold for only 10 cents per word. Let the Orcutt 
community know about your items for sale, garage sales, help wanted etc. 
at a minimum cost.  Bring ad and payment to Home Realty, Attn: Steve 
Southwick, in the Albertson’s Shopping Center.

Dunlap Elementary School is looking for useable home and 
business item donations for use in the classroom.  Items might 
include computers, video or digital cameras, a refrigerator, paper 
goods or other school-related supplies.  All are tax-deductible.  
donatedunlap@yahoo.com, or Brian Schmidt 748-7049.  Pick 
up is available.
Handfed, very sweet baby cockatiels for sail $55.Also bird diapers 
for sale. Loriann 937-7388.
Pine firewood 1/2 cord $50; full cord $90.Proceeds to benefit 
Friends of Waller Park 934-6123.
  GUITARS, New thrift shop in Evergreen Plaza in Orcutt is selling 
budget priced Acoustic and Electric guitars. We also have small 
lamps, etc. Call Terry 937-9520 
  COMPUTER HELP for Beginners, Consumers and Businesses. 
Services include: Troubleshooting, Tutoring, Purchase Advise, 
Hardware and Software Configuration, Desktop Publishing, 
Internet Connections. Call Lee 938-7901.
Reward—Please Help! Missing black and white male cat. Four 
years old. Short hair black cat with white paws, a white chest 
and has white on nose. Missing since 12/3/04. Lorraine Avenue 
and Rice Ranch Road area. Please call 937-1847

Community Calendar
Special Events
January 3rd Saint Andrew Academy of Music 

will begin accepting registrations for the Winter 
session. Instruction includes classes in guitar, 
clarinet, piano, voice, trumpet, violin, and flute. 
Classes begin January 13.  Info:  937-0690 or e-
mail standrewacademyofmusic@yahoo.com

Jan 8th and 15th: Central Coast Quake travel-
ing girls’ 14U softball team tryouts from 11:00 
to 1:00 at Lakeview Junior High School for the 
2005 softball season. Info: 925-1672.

January 29th at 7:30. Benefit concert for 
Saint Andrew Academy of Music will be held 
at Saint Andrew United Methodist Church. 
Goodwill donation accepted. Program is to 
include Brass Quintet, Sting Trio, Chiaroscuro, 
and vocal solos. FMI call 937-0690 or e-mail 
standrewacademyofmusic@yahoo.com

February 5: St. Mary of the Assumpion parish 
will host a Tony Melendez concert at 7:00pm 
as a fundraiser for its centennial celebration. 
Born without arms, Tony Melendez performs 
on his guitar and has performed before Pope 
John Paul II. Living in Branson, Missouri, he 
is beginning his western tour in Santa Maria. 
Tickets are $20.00, children under 14, $10.00. 
Info: 922-5826 Ext 11 or 20.

Monthly or Weekly Events
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior 

Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the 
second Saturday of each month  8 – 10 am:.  
Adults $3.50, Children $2.00

Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daugh-
ters Of The American Revolution meeting on 
the second Saturday of each month, 10:30am. 
Info:  934-4438

  Central Coast Computer Club 4C’s; Knoll-
wood Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  
Systems “SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows 
“SIG” at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on 
the third Tuesday of each month. Visitors are 

welcome. Info: Spence 938-0217
Cub Scout Pack 93 Recycling Fundraiser at 

HSS Recycling Center. Take to HSS your alumi-
num cans, glass bottles, plastic bottles (coded 
#1 & #2 plastics), newspaper, corrugated 
cardboard, vehicle batteries, and used motor 
oil. Tell HSS you are donating the proceeds to 
PACK 93! HSS is located at 1850 West Betteravia 
Road, Santa Maria. Hours: M-Sat. 8-5. For more 
info:”Recycling Ron” 614-1132.

50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. 
Louis de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, 
Second Thursday of each month 11:30am for 
community news and potluck lunch.  Info:  
937-3119.

Flea Market at The Loading Dock, 315 S. 
Broadway, Old Orcutt, rain cancels on the first 
Saturday of each month:   Info on booth rental 
or other:  934-3471

Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny 
Hills Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. 
Clark, Orcutt on the second Thursday of each 

month 4:30pm.  Info: 934-8325
Ladies of American Legion Auxiliary meet-

ing, Post 534 on the third Wednesday of each 
month in Old Orcutt at the Post.

La Leche League monthly meeting.  Open 
to all mothers with breastfeeding/parenting 
ideas to share held on the third Wednesday 
of each month 10am  Non-affiliated meet-
ing at Lutheran Church of our Savior, 4725 S. 
Bradley Rd. 

Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS Senior 
Center, 420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt on the second 
Friday of each month at 7:30 pm.  Info: 937-
8828.  Everyone welcome.

Natural History Museum Santa Maria 412 
South McClelland, Santa Maria. 614-0806 Hours: 
Wed and Friday Noon-3PM Saturday 11-4PM 
Free Admission.  Donations gratefully accepted.  
The Museum offers free school tours.

Newcomers Club of Santa Maria Valley 
luncheon on the second Wednesday of each 
month Info: 934-2627

 NEW YEARS SALE
 Best Prices of the New Year!

 Nostalgic’s
 Inc.

 Chimney-Fireplace-Solar

 837-B W. Century • 934-4665
 www.nostalgicsinc.com

 Certified, Insured  Lic. #676518

 LARGEST SHOWROOM FLOOR ON THE CENTRAL COAST 
 WITH OVER 50 STOVES & INSERTS ON DISPLAY

 We have over 80 stoves in stock, ranging from discontinued 
 discounted models to the latest technology upgraded models.

 SAVE $200 - $400
 On selected models

 CHIMNEY CLEANING
 $10 OFF

 Keep your family safe! Fire departments 
 recommend yearly fireplace inspections.

 $25 OFF ALL
 GAS LOGS

 Many sizes and styles to choose from.
 In Stock

 A HearthStone stove is more than just a practical way to 
 warm your home, it’s often the centerpiece of a room as well.

 Wood, Gas & Pellet Stove & Inserts
 Zero Clearance Fireplaces

 Gas Logs - Glass Doors - Screens
 Chimney Caps - Accessories

 NEW CONSTRUCTION
 REMODELS - REFACING

 We’ll help you choose the system 
 that works best for you!

 West McCoy

 West Betteravia Rd.

 W. Century

 S.
 O

ak
ley

 A
ve

.

 Ra
ilro

ad
 Tr

ac
ks

 Quality and craftsmanship from the leader 
 of the finest home comfort solutions.

 If you love the look and coziness of a wood fire but do not have 
 the time or desire to handle wood, then consider one of the 

 beautiful gas burning appliances from Avalon.

 Lennox

 COME PLAY!
 Cedar Swingsets, 

 Forts and Playsets 
 Buy Factory Direct 

 and Save $$$

 (805) 346-1740

 Come play in our showroom at
 1020 W. Betteravia Road

 Orcutt
 Christian
 Church

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Bible School 9:00 AM

 Morning Worship 10:15 AM
 BIBLE STUDIES:

 Monday Evening 7:00 PM
 Tuesday Evening 6:00 PM

 Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 PM

 Dr. Archie Miller, Pastor
 937-1641

 204 Patterson Rd., Orcutt
Office (805) 934-3030
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 Curt Cragg
 934-3369

 Creative Home Property Management for your Property Management Needs. 
 We have options! Call Leigh Marchant at 934-4213 today!

 Mary Ann  Wright
 331-0995

 Dorothy Guida
 680-5346

 Steve Southwick
 878-1401

 Lisa Morinini
 242-1769

 Sue Noble
 451-2774

 Charlene Miller
 478-8842

 Barbara Dunn
 260-1238

 Miko Nehman
 714-8124

 Stacy Leavy
 714-8048

 Christy Bagby
 714-7726

 Margie Mattly
 294-5050

 (805) 934-3369
 1140 E. Clark Ave #170, Santa Maria, CA  

 Located in the Albertson’s Shopping Center
 “There’s no place like Home.”

 www.callhomerealty.com

 Leigh Marchant
 934-4213

 Sharon DeBacker
 878-2860

 Visit  CallHomeRealty.com  for 
 more available properties.

 Your Home May Be Worth 
 More Than You Think!

 Call the  REALTORS ®  at Home Realty
 Where Only  1%  Could Sell Your Home!

 Make sure you list your home with a 
 REALTOR ®   not just a sales agent!

 Tina Porter
 934-3369

 Vi Sparks
 878-6255

 All of us at Home Realty wish 
 you and yours a very happy and 

 prosperous New Year!

 Statistics show that  99.7%  of 
 our homes sold at full price or 
 HIGHER  while saving sellers 

 THOUSANDS  of dollars.

 Put our  1% Program  to work 
 for you! It costs you  LESS  and 

 we get you  MORE!


