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The Orcutt Aquacenter, a decade in the 
making, has finally made it through the 
majority of County red tape with several 
important approvals in the last six months.  
Now the members of the Aquacenter 
Board are getting down to the details.

“This is a community facility,” says 
Board President Scott Brownell, “We want 
to satisfy as many people as possible.  It’s a 
community effort and a Board effort – we 
have a lot of meetings, discussions, votes 
and we want input.”

Brownell explains that the goal of the 
Aquacenter is to serve the entire com-
munity and not just one area of aquatic 

In the southeastern portion of Orcutt 
are 626 acres of land where 725 units of 
housing will be built as part of the new 
Rice Ranch Development.  Rice Ranch 
Ventures, LLC have been busy making 
their way through County processes 
and recently went before the Board of 
Supervisors on the matter of the 26-acre 
community park they will be building as 
part of the project.

During the design development stage of 
planning, it was brought to the County’s 
attention that the basic facilities for the 
park that had been originally approved 
might not be adequate.  The County asked 
that some additional improvements be 
made to accommodate the public as well 
as provide “additional operational flex-
ibility and maintenance efficiency at the 
park,” according to County documents.

On November 27th a motion was unani-
mously passed by the Board to require 
that these changes be made.

The current plans for the park include 
a sports complex with a group picnic 
area and dog park as well as a creek with 
a pedestrian bridge that separates the 
park into two areas: team-oriented use 
and passive use.  The plans indicate one 
restroom in the passive area of the park 
near a parking lot.

interest.  
With both indoor and outdoor pools, a 

multi-purpose room, a water park, and 
walking and biking trails there is sure to 
be something for everyone.

“Right now we’re working on fine-tun-
ing the architectural design work,” says 
Brownell, “The pool architect is working 

The Santa Barbara County Park De-
partment has asked that more facilities 
be added to the sports complex portion 
of the park during building, rather 
than after the development is built, as 
it would be more efficient and cost ef-
fective.

They have asked that a second rest-
room and concession stand combo be 
added to the sports complex area as well 
as a maintenance/utility building.  In 
the passive area they would like to see 
the addition of a shade structure and 
paving at the group picnic area to add 
aesthetic appeal and allow for easier 
maintenance.

In the dog park area, improvements 
call for better circulation and separation 
of the small and large breed enclosed 
areas.  

The total cost for the park is just un-
der $4 million.  The improvements are 
estimated at a cost of roughly $743,000 
which is incidentally just under the 
amount it will cost to build Phase 1 
of the development.  Once the park is 
completed, the County will take over 
maintenance responsibilities, which will 
be funded through the Orcutt Commu-
nity Facilities District. 

Rebecca Ross reporting

Aquacenter Planners Prepare for Construction 

County Requires Upgrades to 
Planned Rice Ranch Park

Orcutt Fire Department Hosts 
2007 Christmas Parade

On December 8th the Orcutt Fire 
Department hosted the Annual Orcutt 
C h r i s t m a s  P a -
rade, which Boy 
Scout Troop 91 
led proudly down 
Clark Avenue in 
full holiday splen-
dor.

This year ’s pa-
rade featured 33 
entrants ranging 
Girl and Boy Scout 
troops to classic 
cars, from junior 
h igh  and high 
school marching 
bands and flag 
teams to Harley 
Davidson’s car-
rying toys, and 
pretty pooches 
decked out for the 
holidays followed 
by shiny fire trucks.

In keeping with tradition, all 33 parade 
entries lined up cheerfully along Park 
Avenue (despite the cold weather) as 
they awaited their entrances onto the 
parade route which runs from Broadway 

to Twitchell and ends at May Grisham 
School for some Santa Maria Style Bar-

beque.
As always candy 

was tossed to the 
c ro w d s ,  p ro u d 
parents snapped 
pictures, and snack 
and drink stands 
sprung up along 
the sidewalks.

“It’s such a great 
thing for the kids 
to be involved in,” 
says a Den Moth-
er from Troop 91, 
“And it’s so fun 
for them to feel like 
they are a part of 
something.”

This year late Fire 
Chief Ron Bennett 
was given the hon-
orary title of Grand 

Marshall of the parade as his truck was 
driven down Clark in his memory.

Rebecca Ross reporting
Photos by Jeremy Teitelbaum  

and Rebecca Ross
See page 4 for more photos from this 

year's parade.

Central Coast Shockwave Cheer Squad
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with the project architect and the Board will 
be visiting some water parks to get ideas.”  
He adds that they have also planned the 
installation of solar panels on the roof.

Brownell knows from personal experi-
ence that design is key when creating a 
facility like the Orcutt Aquacenter. “I’m an 
old water polo coach and there are some 

that work and some that just don’t.”
With features in place for competitions 

(the US Synchronized Swim Team may 
even have speakers installed for under-
water practices) Brownell and the Board 
hope that it will bring people back to the 
community as teams from all over will be 
able to practice and compete there.

Recreationally, the public pool (with les-
sons and open swim) and the water park 
will help to insure that the Aquacenter is 
self-sustaining.  And the multi purpose 
room will allow for 2-3 events to take place 
at once.

Artist rendering of proposed Orcutt Aquacenter.

continued on page 11
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Big Fish in the Orcutt Art Pond

in our midst

In 1982, 58-year-old local artist and educa-
tor Nat Fast was already enjoying airplane 
peanuts over the friendly skies before the 
ink was even dry on his student’s final 
grades.  He celebrated his retirement with 
a 5 1⁄2 month European excursion.

With a work history as varied as the 
subjects he paints, Fast spent time as a 
grocery boy, retail clerk, radar operator in 
the United States Navy, military policeman 
in the Army, Certified Public Accountant, 
football coach, badminton instructor, and 
last but not least, a beloved art teacher.  
After 18 years just at Allan Hancock alone it 
was time to hit the road and see the world, 
sketchbook in hand.

“I always sketch when I travel,” says 
Fast (who has innumerable sketchbooks 
as proof) adding that it’s a quick and easy 
alternative to dragging out the paints.  “My 
favorite place to sketch in Europe was Notre 
Dame,” says Fast without even a moment’s 
thought, “I did a lot of felt pen sketches in 
Paris.  The Europeans would pass right 
by but the Japanese would stop and watch 
because it was a lot like Sumi painting.”

“I prefer the real jewels to the tourist 
traps,” says Fast of his time in Europe, 
“The places everyone visits.  I remember a 

delicate little chapel I discovered that was a 
real jewel box.”

“I was sketching camels in Morocco,” says 
Fast, “and a man came up to me, held out 
his hand, and said ‘pay me’!  Well it was his 
camel and in Morocco if you draw something 
then you possess part of it.”  Fast has spent 
a lifetime adding to his knowledge of other 
cultures.  “It’s just like in some cultures the 
way they won’t look you in the eye because 
they are the windows to the soul.”

In Japan, Fast found that a person could go 
through a stack of business cards quite eas-
ily.  “You would give your card every time 
you were introduced to someone!  They’re 
very formal.”  He also learned through his 

travels that seemingly everyone in France 
likes to holiday in Ireland.  “I had to sleep 
on the deck of the ferry!” he recalls of his 
timing when visiting the latter.

Time in Greece yielded sketches and 
watercolors of Mykonos villages with their 
whitewashed walls and vibrant accents.  
He shows a sketch of his landlord there.  
“We would greet each other in Greek every 
day but that was about the extent of it!” 
he laughs.

On one of his many treks across the U.S., 
Fast was amazed that a couple he shared a 
dining table with on an Amtrak train trip to 
Omaha, Nebraska chose watching DVD’s 
over the beautiful view right outside their 
window.  “There was a vast expanse of 
prairie right there, and I was just dazzled 
by it,” he says, then shrugs, “their loss!”

In addition to these countries, Fast also 
spent time in Turkey, Guatemala, Egypt, 
and Spain.  In Mexico he studied the art 
and culture of the area while working in 
conjunction with the University there.  “As 
an art history teacher you certainly get a 
broad education,” says Fast, showing pref-
erence for those firsthand experiences.

Fast has even found a way to use art as 
currency by trading trips for art.  “I traded 
a painting for a pack trip in the Sierras.  
And I have a friend who lets me paint 
his horses... it’s a lot better than paying a 
model!”  Not to mention his two Peruvian 
adventures which were for commissioned 
works.  On the first occasion, he did a paint-
ing for a local central coast doctor from 

continued on page 3

Nat Fast (center) receives award from Craig 
Schaffer (Arts Commission Chair) and Ginny 
Brush (Arts Commission Executive Director)
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Peru.  On the second he did a piece for the 
doctor’s brother, a general in the Peruvian 
army.  Both trips were all expenses paid, 
“You can’t beat that!” he laughs.

“It’s too hard to travel now,” says Fast, 
having battled both prostate cancer and 
chronic fatigue syndrome.  It’s easy to see 
that he misses the ease with which he used 
to bound from country to country, but he 
laughs as he describes the way his kids 
chipped in to get him to San Jose recently, 
being exchanged from child to child all 
along the way.  Luckily he has four daugh-
ters and two sons who don’t mind the “pop 
swap”.

A California-native, Fast grew up in San 
Jose and earned both his BA and MA in Art 
from San Jose State before settling in the 
Santa Maria area in 1955.

Fast recalls when his mother, who knew 
a thing or two about the importance of the 
arts, used to take he and his brother on the 
train from San Jose to San Francisco.  Not 
only did this begin his love of train travel, 
but once in San Francisco they would take 
a streetcar to see the opera.

“I just love opera and going to the sym-
phony,” says Fast.  When asked if he listens 
to music when he paints, he says, “Always.  
Always.  Or sometimes I’ll listen to the game 
– this week it’s Army versus Navy so I have 
to switch sides at halftime!”  He laughs, 
“Always a winner that way!”

“When I was in school we learned instru-
ments,” he says, bringing things back to the 

continued from page 2Nat Fast arts, “We learned poetry, choir, and we had 
three kinds of shop class and home econom-
ics.  I learned to play the violin in 1937.  Even 
in those hard times art was important – it 
wasn’t considered a frill.”

“During the Depression,” notes Fast, “the 
Federal government hired artists to record 
the times, not historians to write about it.”

“What happens to the schools these days 
is a crime.  We’re not teaching kids about 
materials and processes.  And not teaching 
them about the great things from the past 
and how to be creative makes it hard to 
compete with the rest of the world.”

Which is why he feels that programs and 
organizations like PCPA, the Discovery 
Museum, and the Orcutt Children’s Arts 
Foundation are so important.  “I’m really 
pleased with the Orcutt Children’s Arts 
Foundation.  They’re doing outstanding 
work,” says Fast.

But closest to his heart is PCPA, of which 
he has been a part of in one form or another 
for over 40 years. From set and playbill de-
sign to sketching performances and even a 
little bit of acting.  “I blew my lines every 
night!” he says of his short stint in the play 
Little Abner.  “I was sketching in the wings 
in between scenes and someone would have 
to tear off the pages for me while I was on-
stage!”  Unfortunately this wasn’t enough 
to give him the acting bug, “Teaching school 
is enough acting – except you get to write 
the script!”

Today Fast spends most of his time in 
the control room of the theater, sketching a 
dozen or more rehearsals and performances 

of any given play, which he relishes.  “It’s the 
most interesting thing for me right now,” he 
says.  He can’t seem to bestow enough praise 
on the program.  “It’s so important,” he says, 
“especially for the little kids.  For some it’s 
the only real music they get to hear.”

He is currently working on sketches and 
outstanding-as-always watercolors for the 
production on The Sound of Music.  “I do-
nate the originals of my finished paintings 
so they can be auctioned off for scholarships 
and they sell prints in the lobby.  The same 
lobby where I had my first show in 1970.”

Doing his part to further aid the commu-
nity, Fast is a founding member of the Santa 
Maria Arts Council (and acted as president), 
is a docent at the Santa Maria Museum 
Art Center, has been a juror at numerous 

shows and fairs, and is part of the OUSD 
Art Steering Committee. The Arts Council 
in particular has been awarding grants to 
further the arts since 1972, of which he is 
very proud.

Now in his eighties, Fast, who has tried 
most mediums and rendered many dif-
ferent subjects, now paints mostly horses 
and his theater work, infusing his positive 
energy into each and every colorful piece, 
and capturing the life of his subjects with 
delicate, sweeping strokes.

Though he no longer paints competitively 
he does accept commissions if they strike 
his fancy and still teaches community edu-
cation classes. 

Most recently Fast was presented with the 
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continued on page 9
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Orcutt Fire Department Hosts 2007 Christmas Parade

The Righetti High School Marching Band 

Orcutt Union School District's Marching Band

Santa arrived courtesy of a bright red fire engine from the Orcutt Fire Department.

Dog Gone Gorgeous entered this group of four-legged friends.

Camping was the theme of Boy Scout Pack 93's float.

Photos by 
Jeremy Teitelbaum  
and Rebecca Ross



5Orcutt Pioneer ~ December 19, 2007OP

 COASTAL  TREE SERVICE COASTAL  TREE SERVICE
 “We go out on a limb for you.”  ®SM

 Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
 State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

 Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured  937-7817 937-7817

 Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

 • Trimming • Chipping  • Stump Grinding
 • Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift  • Land Clearing

 • Homeowner Associations • Property Management Companies

 FREE
 ESTIMATES

 Since 1986

After over 40 years of cutting hair, Don 
Tinsley is going to try his 
hand at cutting some-
thing new...videotape, on 
his new local television 
program that will show-
case the hidden gems of 
the central coast.

The program called “Be 
Informed” will begin air-
ing on the cable access 
channel TAPtv channel 
25 on Comcast Cable. 
TAPtv is a public access 
station that allows com-
munity members to learn how to create 

Local Man Wants You To “Be Informed” on TV
and then broadcast their own television 

programming. The show 
is scheduled to air in the 
middle of December.

According to the produc-
tion proposal submitted 
to Santa Maria Commu-
nity TV, the show targets 
residents of Santa Maria, 
Lompoc and the Santa 
Ynez Valley. It “is about 
people, places, events and 
things of interest in our 
community.” And will fo-
cus on “a wide variety of 

non controversial subjects...and show 

the best of our wonderful community 
and its people.”

Tinsley was encouraged by his custom-
ers and friends to pursue this endeavor. 
He has been a barber in Old Orcutt for 
the last seven years.  It was his client’s 
interest in learning more about the lo-
cal hidden places that prompted him 
to broadcast his finds. Along with an 
interest in “giving something back to the 
community,” Don says.  The show will 
be a “variety show” highlighting local 
places and interesting people from the 
central coast.  

He’s excited about how involved the 
community will be in the production of 

the show. Local musician Randy Musu-
meli wrote the theme song for the show, 
and film and television high school 
students from Lompoc and Santa Ynez 
are running the cameras and editing the 
video in classrooms.  

Don plans to help host the show, he’s 
been acting in local theatre since the age 
of 15.  Despite his background on the 
stage, he has no experience with the new 
technologies in video production.  Still 
the response from friends and clients has 
been positive.  So, the need to learn a 
new skill won’t stop him from realizing 
his latest dream. 
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continued on page 11

Don Tinsley
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As you may have heard, in late No-
vember and early December some of 
our school campuses were damaged by 
a wave of graffiti and vandalism.

To those of us in the Orcutt Union 
School District, these events were dis-
turbing.  The severity of the vandalism 
and graffiti – particularly the hateful 
remarks in some of the graffiti messages 
– was completely uncharacteristic of 
this caring, family-oriented community.  
Everyone associated with our schools 
– students, staff, and parents – was re-
pulsed by what had happened.

Needless to say, we are doing every-
thing we can to keep such defacement 
to our campuses from occurring again.  
We already have taken some actions, 
but we know we will need help from all 
of you in the community as well.  The 
purpose of this column is to detail our 
response plan.

To begin, we have worked closely with 
law enforcement to report each and 
every incident of graffiti or vandalism.  
Investigators from the Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff’s Department have taken 
photographs and a full report on each 
event; when possible, they also have 
obtained evidence and fingerprints.  

Battling Vandalism on Our Campuses
Orcutt Schools Update 

By Dr. Sharon McHolland  Superintendent, Orcutt Union School District 

Hopefully, by the time you read this col-
umn the Sheriff’s Department will have 
identified and detained the perpetrators 
of the felony offenses from late Novem-
ber and early December.

Also, we are taking some measures to 
prevent vandalism.  We are redoubling 
our efforts to monitor what happens 
on our campuses after hours and on 
weekends.  Employees are being asked 
to phone 911 if they see any suspicious 
activity on a school site; we also have 
some parent and community volun-
teers doing “School Watch” patrols on 
weekends.  Meanwhile, we are looking 
into purchasing security cameras for our 
schools.

Finally, we are making our families 
aware of the recent events.  Newsletters 
and e-mail news messages sent out by 
our principals have touched on the sub-
ject and let parents know of the urgency 
of keeping an eye on their children’s 
campuses.

We know we need our community’s 
help, too.  Here are three things com-
munity members can do to help:

First, if you are a neighbor of one of 
our schools, please phone 911 if you 
notice any suspicious activity, loitering, 

or mischief occurring on campus on 
weeknights or on weekends.  We believe 
that most of the graffiti and vandalism 
has occurred after the sun goes down, so 
our neighbors are in the best position to 
see something happening and report it 
to law enforcement.

Second, if you are a parent of a school-
aged child (kindergarten through high 
school), please work to actively su-
pervise your child.  Now that many 
older children are within cellphone or 
text-messaging contact of their parents, 
parents sometimes can be lulled into a 
false sense that their child is “safe” and 
engaged in “appropriate” activities.  
From our experience, there is no substi-
tute for close monitor-
ing of children ... all 
the way through high 
school.

Third, if you are a 
parent of a school-
aged child, please 
make sure your child 
is home early.  To be 
sure, our community 
has a curfew:  All chil-
dren must be home 
by 10 p.m. Sunday 

through Thursday nights and by mid-
night on Friday and Saturday nights.  
Our best advice, though, is to make sure 
your children – even high school-aged 
children – are home much, much earlier 
than that.

In the end, the defacement done to our 
school campuses recently is completely 
unrepresentative of the good and kind 
people who live in Orcutt.  Working 
together, we know that we can catch the 
people who did this and prevent similar 
incidents from occurring again.

On behalf of the school district, here’s 
wishing everyone in Orcutt a wonderful 
holiday season!  Happy New Year!

Dr. Sharon McHolland can be con-
tacted by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail at 
smcholland@orcutt-schools.net, or by mail 
c/o Orcutt Union School District, 501 Dyer 
Street, P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt, CA 93457.
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MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805) 331-0995  |  www.maryannwright.com  |  maryann@93455.com 
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”

4440 Beverly Ct. 
Impressive Quality Custom Home! Built By 
Fred Krueger. Elegant Entry. Three Bedrooms & 3 
1/2 Baths. Gourmet Kitchen Has Granite Count-
ers, Breakfast Nook, Walk-In Pantry And Adler 
Wood Cabinets. Media Room Has Wet Bar, Bever-
age Chiller, Balcony w/ Speakers. Master Is On 
Ground Level And Offers Lighted Tray Ceiling, 
Coffee Bar And Two Walk-In Closets. Price Re-
duced To $1,199,000.

3430 Dickson Dr. 
This Well Maintained Home Is Loaded With 
Charm. It Is Almost 1300 Sq. Ft With 3 Bed-
rooms &  1.5 Baths. It Has Wonderful Wood 
Floors &  New Carpet. Kitchen Has Tile Floor.  
Huge Lot Is Over 16,000 Sq Ft. It Is Over 1/3 
Acre. Room For R.V & More. Garage Has Been 
Converted To Office Or Recreation Room. Offered 
at $425,000

2438 N. Acacia St. 
Beautiful Home Shows Like A Model! And
Has Been Lovingly Maintained. Wonderful Open 
Floor Plan Offers Three Bedrooms, Two Baths And 
Is Approximately 1600 Sq. Ft. Tile In Entry, 
Kitchen And Baths. Vaulted Ceilings. Kitchen Has 
Oak Cabinets And Offers Loads Of Cabinets.
Only $329,000

1708 Santillan Ave. 
This Impressive Quality Custom Home Was 
Built In 2002. The Elegant Entry Has Beautiful 
Custom Oak Door With Beveled Glass. Wonderful 
Floor Plan With Gourmet Kitchen. Kitchen Has 
Breakfast Nook,Granite Counters & Walk-In Pan-
try. Formal Living Room. Family Room Has Built 
In Media Cabinet & Fireplace. Four Bedroom 2 
1/2 Baths 2400 Sq.Ft.  Only $499,000

IN
ESCROW
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Creative Property Management
Leigh Marchant

For professional, competent property management, 
call CREATIVE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT. 

We specialize in the Orcutt area providing full 
services or placement only. Lowest fees in town 

and each home is treated like our own. 
Call Leigh at 934-4213 for brochure or information.

(805) 934-4213

If it looks like a rental, 
we’re probably not managing it!

2771 Santa Maria Way #D

 btbinsurance.com • License  #0D35066
 2560 Professional Parkway • Santa Maria

 805-347-4700 Phone • 800-727-5918 Toll Free

 2218 S. Thornburg
 Santa Maria, CA 93455

 (805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

 Dr. David Hensiek
 Chiropractor

 235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
 (805) 937-2015 • Fax (805)  937-2016

 Graphite Artist

 Minnie Anderson

 specializing in

 Heirloom Portraits
 Commission Work

 Call 937-4882
 Turn your favorite photo 
 into a treasured art work!

 Glenda Stevens  Glenda Stevens 
 (805) 343-6180 (805) 343-6180

 Free Consultations Free Consultations

 Artist Glenda Stevens is available for murals, faux painting  Artist Glenda Stevens is available for murals, faux painting 
 and original artwork. See her work in Old Town Orcutt’s  and original artwork. See her work in Old Town Orcutt’s 
 first and only downtown mural! first and only downtown mural!

 Glenda’s work can be found Glenda’s work can be found
 all over town, including this all over town, including this
 mural at the Raddison. mural at the Raddison.

Majewski Appointed Orcutt Academy High School Principal
Long time principal and former 

teacher in the Orcutt Union School 
District, Alan Majewski, has been 
appointed principal of the new 
Orcutt Academy High School.  Mr. 
Majewski began his career in the 
Orcutt schools in 1981.  During his 
26 year career in the district he has 
taught junior high school, served 
as the vice-principal at Lakeview 
Junior High School and has been a 
principal at both Alice Shaw School 
and currently at Orcutt Junior High 
School.  “His work speaks for itself,” 
exclaimed Dr. Sharon McHolland, 
District Superintendent. “Mr. Ma-
jewski has a natural gift that enables 
him to instantly ‘connect’ with stu-
dents, teachers and parents.”

Mr. Majewski will begin his role 
as principal of Orcutt Academy High 
School in the coming school year while 
continuing  as the junior high principal 
at Orcutt Junior High School.  Campus 

sharing will enable both schools to be 
collocated on the same site.  The first year 
will bring a robust freshman class to the 
school with a comprehensive offering of 
academics, activities and sports.  Mr. Rob 

Buchanan, Orcutt Union 
School District Board Pres-
ident concluded, “With the 
addition of Mr. Majewski 
as Principal, we now have 
a strong leadership team 
for Orcutt Academy.  Su-
perintendent Dr. Sharon 
McHolland and Associate 
Superintendent Dr. Ken 
Parker have experience 
running high schools and 
Mr. Majewski has substan-
tial coaching experience 
at that level.  Their strong 
combined background in 
dealing with high school 
students gives us just what 
we need as we continue to 
move forward with this 

wonderful new school”
To obtain more information about Or-

cutt Academy, contact: Dr. Ken Parker, 
Associate Superintendent Orcutt Union 

School District 500 Dyer Street, Or-
cutt, CA 93455 (805) 938-8933 E-mail:  
kdomingues@orcutt-schools.net  Web:  
www.orcutt-schools.net

Alan Majewski, principal of Orcutt Academy High School.
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Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 3470 Orcutt Road
 Evergreen Shopping Center

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $9.00 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out! ($10.50 if delivered) 

 No Coupon Needed!

 Linden

 CONSTRUCTION, INC.

 Linden Shimizu

 922-0071
 Lic. 492013

 General Contracting
 Design/Build
 1450-B West McCoy Lane

Business  Management  Service
Judi Timmons  

Phone: (805) 720-3675 

Bookkeeping * Payroll * Human Resources
Quickbooks Training 

Finally an affordable solution for the small business owner ! 

Tuesday Righetti Junior Varsity made 
their fourth straight win led by coaches 
Matt Provost and Paul Rodriguez for 
the second year.  This 
win makes them 4-0 to 
start the season.  They 
started the season with 
2-0 scrimmage win, fol-
lowed by a 5-0 win over 
Lompoc High JV, a 4-1 
win last Thursday at 
St. Josephs High, and 
on Tuesday they played 
Santa Ynez for a tight 
1-0 by a header from 
mid-fielder Chelsea 
Provost.  

Righetti Junior Varsity 
runs a tight ship and 
Coach Provost is defi-
nitely a leader, ask any of the girls.  “I do 
what Coach Provost says, I don’t question 
it, or I don’t play.  There are no favorites 
on our team.  We work as a team, we play 
as a team, we are a team,” says forward 
Cassy Misiewicz.  The girls don’t always 
come to him like that.  They come from 
different backgrounds and level of play, 
but when you come to Provost’s team 
you are a unit of one.  “The kids want to 
work hard for Coach Provost, he sets a 
high standard for them and they really 

RHS JV Girls Soccer Starts 
Season Undefeated

strive to meet it,” say parent Jill Villarreal.  
Coach Matt Provost has coached high 
school and recreational soccer for over 14 

years and teaches math 
at Ernest Righetti High 
School .

Goals were scored by 
Cassy Misiewicz 3, Kris-
ten Reinwald 3, Alexis 
Rodenberg 2, Jacque-
line Martinez, and Chel-
sea Provost; Assists by 
Cheyenne Toogood 3, 
Jordan Solomon 2, Ni-
cole Provost and Cassy 
Misiewicz.  Not to men-
tion excellent saves by 
goalie Shannon Reese 
and a great defense and 
midfield.

 Righetti Junior Varsity is: 2 Mariah 
Spradlin, 3 Olivia Pawl, 4 Kristen Rein-
ald, 6 Jennifer Cassaro, 7 Jordan Solomon, 
8 Serena Gardner, 9 Cassy Misiewicz, 
10 Nicole Provost, 11 Patricia Boerger, 
13 Jacqueline Martinez, 14 Jessica Vil-
larreal, 15 Chelsea Provost, 16 Kayla 
Maiden, 17 Larissa Flowers, 18 Shannon 
Reese, 19 Angalena Nichols,  20 Alexis 
Rodenberger, 20 Cheyenne Lovingood, 
21 Jackie Borges, 22 Holly Buckley, 23 
Dani O’Keefe

The largest co-ed gym chain in the 
world will open its doors in Orcutt next 
year at the former Ralphs Grocery store 
location 4869 Bradley at Clark.

The new facility is currently slated 
to open in February of 2008. The ware-
house size building will boast state of 
the art health and fitness equipment. 
Including free weights, a full supply of 
cardio equipment, spinning (stationary 
bicycles), aerobics and yoga classes.  
According to fitness consultant Ginny 
Chong, “the facility will be open 24 
hours” each day.  She also said that the 
franchise will be similar to the facility 
near on South Bradley, next to Costco 
which has the same owner.

According to the layout on the wall 
in the sales office, the fitness center will 
include a “cardio theatre.” This is a room 
where the bicycles, treadmills and other 
equipment are all strategically placed 
facing a large movie screen and DVDs 
are shown so members can watch movies 
while getting a workout.

According to Ginny, the gym will also 
offer a “senior fitness program” for older 
adults.  Reports by the National Insti-
tutes on Aging suggest “Almost anyone, 
at any age, can do some type of physical 
activity” and Golds has members of all 
ages including families with children.

In addition to the facility in Orcutt, 
Ginny said members “can workout at 
any Gold’s nationally and internation-
ally.”  The Presales office is accepting 
new memberships in their temporary 
location of 4869 S. Bradley B14.

Jeremy Teitelbaum, reporting

Golds Gym 
Coming to 
Orcutt

Leadership in the Arts Award by the Santa 
Barbara County Arts Commission.  “It is 
stellar individuals like Nat Fast that con-
tribute so much to the vitality of art in their 
communities that inspired the Arts Com-
mission to establish an annual award as a 
way to thank and recognize such dedication 
to enriching our quality of life through the 
Arts” says Ginny Brush, Executive Director 
of the County Arts Commission.

And this is only the latest in a succession 
of honors for this talented and much-ad-
mired man.  As he proudly displays a col-
lection of animated, witty greeting cards he 
has created for his family over the years he 
stops on one in particular with the words 
“Select Your Pond Wisely” scrolled carefully 
across it.  He laughs and says, “Now if I 
were in New York this might be a different 
kind of story!”

But no matter the pond, the work of Nat 
Fast speaks volumes and our community is 
lucky to have this Big Fish call us home.

Rebecca Ross reporting

Nat Fast
continued from page 3

Coach Matt Provost
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Classified

Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for 25 
words. FREE ADS CAN ONLY BE  ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL 
sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com. 
Model Home Furnishings Homeowners, builders, stagers...warehouse 
full of new furniture for your home or project. Heavily discounted.489-
4277
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park. $100/cord; $60 
for 1/2 cord. Contact park office 934-6123 for appt.
SHAPE UP FOR LIFE!  Lose weight  - Keep it off! Feel Great; Energy 
and Vitality  Herbalife Independent Distributor Susie Henderson 937-
3499
COMPUTER HELP.  Troubleshooting, tutoring, internet connections etc., 
for beginners, consumers, businesses.  Call Lee 938-7901.
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors, windows, cabinets, 
lights, tubs, sinks, and lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) 
at 50% or less of retail. 2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. 
Tuesdays, 10-1; Fridays from 10-4 and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
of each month from 10-1.
RAFAEL’S LANDSCAPING 938-1166 State Lic # 359514 Complete 
Landscaping Irrigation, Sodding,  etc. Complete Yard Care Weekly 
mowing serviceYard Clean Up,  etc. 
Room for rent in house near Waller Park.  478-8837.

Former Marines interested in forming a Marine Corp. league detachment,  
please call Archie Miller for details.    478-8841.   
Baby Cockatiels, hand-fed, ready for a good home! Bird diapers also 
available.  937-7388
In home care & housecleaning.  Elderly only; $9/hr.  937-3411
Experienced homecare giver to help you with meals prep, grocery 
shopping, appts., errands, and companionship. Exceptional references. 
264-2684.
FREE COMPUTER REPAIR Call Ronnie 934-4015
FOR SALE: girls bike $30; weight bench $15; Oak TV stand w/swivel 
$50; 3 boxes asstd.books $10; white laminate youth desk w/chair $20 
937-4758 or e-mail: coachsharilyn@yahoo.com
Looking for room-mate, companion.  Female, non-smoker, no drinking, 
drugs or pets.  Need your own car.  It is ok if you work or gone in daytime.  
Orcutt  Call 934-1553.
Earn Income at Home! Home Based Online Business Excellent $$$$ 
Potential FREE INFORMATION www.work4youfirst.com
FREE round, glass-topped patio table  937-4751
Looking for stall and pasture space for 4 horses on Solomon Rd. or west 
Highway 101 area at a reasonable rate.  Don 598-3511 or 937-6575.
FOR SALE "Pro-Sumer" level digital Camera. Olympus E-10. 4MP 
Digital SLR. Includes rechargable batteries, case, memory cards, and 
dedicated top-end Olympus flash unit.  $495.00. James 878-1739
Oak twin bed headboard with shelves.  Good condition. $15. 934-
7872

continues on page 15

Holiday Cheer
by Tom Lanier, Sprinkler Pros

This lesson includes ‘get to the point 
and don’t confuse me’ sentences in 
bold.

We’re given a season/Instead of a 
day/To show people our gratitude/
And not just to say/That the things 
we most hold dear/Aren’t silver and 
gold/They’re warm-bodied loved 
ones/Not things that are cold/Warm 
like family, neighbors, Orcuttarians, 
and friends,/The postal person that 

happily our parcels does send,/The 
grocer, the waitress, the banker that 
lends/They serve us so faithfully be-
yond season’s end

It’s this quality that makes this area 
unique/Our neighbor’s best interest is 
what we all seek/We’re ready to help 
each other/With holiday cheer/Not 
just for a season, but throughout the 
whole year/Have a very merry Christ-
mas! Have a Happy New Year!/Our 
family thanks you, Orcutt, for a great 
year! 

Anatomy 101 of an Orcutt Christmas
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Calendar of Events

Special Events
OYSA 2008 Registration Must bring proof 

of residence within the Ernest Righetti High 
school boundary. New players bring birth cer-
tificate. Players between the ages of 5 and 12 as 
of January 1 need to bring proof of school for 
team assignment purposes Registration held at 
Alice Shaw Multipurpose Room on Tues, Jan. 8, 
6:30-8:30; Wed, Jan. 9, 7-8:30; Sat, Jan. 12, 9-noon; 
Tues, Jan. 15 7-8:30 and at  Guadalupe City Hall 
on Sat, Jan. 12, 9-noon; Sat, Jan. 19, 9-noon.  Info: 
34-2833 www.leaguelineup.com/oysa

Monthly or Weekly Events
   All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior 

Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second 
Saturday of each month  8 – 10 am:.  Adults 
$5.00, Children under 10: $3.00

ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth 
graders every Saturday from 11:30 – 1pm at St. 
Joseph High School tennis courts.  Info: Coach 
Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.

Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daugh-
ters Of The American Revolution meeting on 
the second Saturday of each month, 10:30am. 
Info:  934-4438

 Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm 
to 9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church 
of Our Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.  
Everyone is invited to come and listen and male 
singers to participate.   Info:  934-0399. 

Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs Knollwood 
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley.  Systems 
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG” 
at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Visitors are welcome. 
Info: 937-2374

Children’s Art Classes for kids of all ages at 
the TOWN CENTER GALLERY in the MALL.   
Registration forms will be available in the Gal-
lery.   Info or to schedule a special group, call 
Beth @ 937-2075 or Town Center Gallery @349-
7788. Town Center Gallery will also offer creative 
“Holiday Workshops” in December for Adults 
as well as children.

Children’s Art Classes each Saturday from 
12-1:30 at the Town Center Gallery in the Santa 
Maria Town Center Mall.  Taught be local artists, 
the classes are open to 1st through 6th graders.  
Small material fee includes a donation to the 
gallery scholarship funds.    Upstairs by Macy’s. 
Info: 937-2075 or 349-7788

Compassionate Friends is a self-help group 
for bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings.  
Meets on the third Tuesday of each month, 
7-8:30pm.  Church of Christ 795 E. Foster Rd.  
Info: 922-5222

Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support class 
for the newly bereaved held 5 times a year (Tues 
10:00 to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and a Grief 
Recovery Support Group every Tues. 3:00 to 
4:30 at Marian West, 505 E. Plaza Drive in Santa 
Maria. Info on either group: Marian Hospice 
at 739-3830

Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt Camp-

ing, hiking, lots of outdoor activities. Family 
oriented pack. Siblings are invited! Join the fun 
of the most exciting Cub Scout pack around. 
Contact Cubmaster Darrel Parker at 934-7931or 
Fred Carbone for more information e-mail: 
drfredcarbone@cs.com Check out Pack 93’s Web-
site  http://lospadrespack93.tripod.com/

50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis 
de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, Second 
Thursday of each month 11:30am for community 
news and potluck lunch.  Info:  937-3119.

Live Music at The Loading Dock every Friday 
night, 315 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt.  Info:  934-
3471

Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny 
Hills Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. 
Clark, Orcutt on the second Thursday of each 
month 4:30pm.  Info: 934-8325

Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” is open to 
the public and sells recycled building materials 
from construction sites and business donations.  
Doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and 
lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) are 
sold at 50% or less of retail.    Habitat for Human-
ity also accept donations. Located at 2053 Preisker 
Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Hours are Tuesdays 
10 AM to 1 PM, Fridays, 10AM to 4PM (Sue-hope 
I got it right!:)) and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
each month from 10 AM to 1 PM.

Hearthstone Educators is an independent 
Christian support group that offers enrichment 
activities for homeschooling families in the 
Santa Maria area. Contact group leader Cheryl 
Kliewer at 937-7099 for information.  UPCOM-
ING IN AUGUST:  “Getting Started” – Answers 
for Newcomers (Tuesday, August 14 @ 7:00 ), 1st 
Support Group Meeting for 2007-2008  (Tuesday, 
August 21 @ 7:00 )

Job’s Daughters is an organization for young 
women ages 10 - 20 that teaches leadership, 
self-confidence, fundraising and philanthropic 
activities, friendship and respect for people and 
cultures and has over 20,000 members in the 
USA; Canada; Australia; the Philippines and Bra-
zil.  For a girl to 
qualify, she must 
have a Masonic 
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  
Assistance is of-
fered to identify 
the Masonic re-
lationship.  Info: 
Pat Cuthbertson, 
Bethel Guardian, 
at 937-0838.

Ladies of Amer-
ican Legion Aux-
iliary meeting, 
Post 534 on the 
third Wednesday 
of each month in 
Old Orcutt at the 
Post.

L a  L e c h e 
League monthly 
meeting.  Open to 
all mothers with 

breastfeeding/parenting ideas to share held 
on the third Wednesday of each month 10am  
Non-affiliated meeting at Lutheran Church of 
our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley Rd. 

Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS 
Senior Center, 420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt on the 
second Friday of each month at 7:30 pm.  Info: 
937-9750.  Everyone welcome.

MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) meets 
every 2nd and 4th Monday @ 6:30pm at Pacific 
Christian Center, 3435 Santa Maria Way. If you 
have a child from infancy-kindergarten, join 
us for fun, food, crafts, speakers and more. 
Childcare is provided. Info: 934-3491 or www.
pacificchristian.net.

The Natural History Museum of Santa Maria 
presents LIVE! At the Museum on the first 
Saturday of every month.  Live family oriented 
program which feature animals and plants of 
interest to our community. NatureBabies story 
time is held on the last Friday of each month, 
a Museum docent presents an preschool story 
time which includes a free book to each attend-
ing child.

Natural History Museum Santa Maria 412 
South McClelland, Santa Maria. 614-0806 Hours: 
Wed and Friday Noon-3PM Saturday 11-4PM 
Free Admission.  Donations gratefully accepted.  
The Museum offers free school tours.

Newcomers Club of Santa Maria Valley lun-
cheon on the second Wednesday of each month 
Info: Carole Molnar,  (805) 937-3303.

MOMS Club of Orcutt is dedicated to support-
ing stay-at-home and part-time working moms 
who are looking for exciting and fun things to do 
with their small children.  Info:  938-5790

Orcutt Area Advisory Group. Mid-State Bank 
and Trust, 1110 East Clark Avenue on the fourth 
Monday of each month at 7:30 pm  Guests are 
always welcome.  Info: 937-1861

Orcutt Garden Club Meeting, Pollinger Hall 
at Oak Knolls Haven 4845 S. Bradley Rd. Sec-
ond Monday of each month  7pm:   Gardeners 
welcome!

In the spirit of making the facilities the 
best they can be for the entire community, 
the Board has also planned for handi-
capped accessibility.  The pool will have a 
wet ramp for access to those with special 
needs and wheelchairs will be offered so 
that patron’s expensive personal equip-
ment won’t have to be put into the water.

To help see to it that all of their goals 
will be achieved, the Board is looking for 
corporate sponsorship and also planning 
their (nearly) annual fundraiser.  This 
year’s February 2nd event will be a dinner 
and reverse-drawing at the YOYO building 
on Foster Rd where mock-ups of the water 
park will also be on display.  Although 
the final costs have gone up since the last 
estimates were made, they are still trying 
to keep costs down.

“We already have a lot of volunteers 
waiting to get to work,” says Brownell, 
“from brick layers to landscapers.  People 
have donated money and are also ready to 
donate pieces of equipment.”

The Orcutt Aquacenter will be hard at 
work in the upcoming months, planning 
fundraisers, updating their bylaws, final-
izing plans, and gathering community in-
put.  Brownell is optimistic that the waiting 
game won’t last much longer: “We would 
like to have something in the ground by 
2009.”

To purchase tickets to the Orcutt Aqua-
center fundraising event, contact Scott 
Brownell at 928-2031. 

Rebecca Ross reporting

continued from page 1

Aquacenter

Psycho-Educational Assessment

Evaluations of learning problems, 
including: LD,SED,ADHD,Asperger’s,

andAutism.

Patrick Murphy, Licensed Educational 
Psychologist (California License #2425), 
and Certified School Psychologist.

info@centralcoastpsychology.com

www.centralcoastpsychology.com

psycholdorcuttpress.indd   1 9/9/07   9:27:05 AM

Currently Don estimates he has enough 
material to develop two years worth of 
shows. But that’s just the beginning.  
With the help of some young and eager 
minds, and a lot of volunteers he’s cer-
tain that we all can be informed about 
the central coast. For more informa-
tion contact Don Tinsley by email at 
beinformeddon@yahoo.com.

Jeremy Teitelbaum reporting

Tinsley TV
continued from page 5

Credit subject to approval. Call for more detailed program information. Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. © 2007 Wells Fargo
Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. #53809 12/07-03/08

Financing Available Through

James Makowski
Sales Manager

Salina Walker
Mortgage Associate

Wells Fargo Home Mortgage
2902 San Marcos Avenue PO Box 303 

Los Olivos, CA 93441
805-688-3672
1090 Edison PO Box 911  

Santa Ynez, CA 93460
805-686-4100
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Now mailed directly to ALL 15,000 
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“There’s No Place Like Home”
2605 S. Miller St., Ste. 107

Santa Maria, CA 93455
P: 805.934.3515
F: 805.938.5884

Home_pm@Verizon.Net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

Archie Miller, Realtor®
805.478.8841
Home_pm@Verizon.Net

For the Best in Property Management

Charlene Miller, Broker
805.478.8842

Charrmer@aol.com

Call for Available Rentals

Orcutt Pioneer

 Always There For You™

 Ron Pidde
 896-6718

 Rosa Valle-Rico
 455-3795

 Lucy Cantu
 331-3188

 Larry Torres
 598-7901

 Alex Espinosa
 345-5151

 2605 South Miller St Ste 107
 Santa Maria CA 93455

 ERA
 Professional 
 Realty

 805-938-9202
 Visit us at www.era-pro.com

 FANTASTIC 
 Traditions 5 yr old 4bd 3ba home on corner lot. Great 
 open floor plan w/bright kitchen w/island. Spacious 
 guest room and bath downstairs. Low maintenance yard. 
 This home won’t last at this price. $450,000 (L260P)

 VERY CLEAN AND LIKE NEW  Manufactured Home in All 
 Age Park. Enjoy the warmth of your fireplace during those 
 cold winter nights. In the summer sit out on your 10x20 
 porch with the views of the mountains to enjoy. Recent 
 addition of a flagstone patio area. Seller is leaving all 
 appliances.  $157,000 (H927P) 

 WHERE DO I START   New Roof, New Carpet, New dual pane 
 windows, All Appliances include in sale, even the new 
 Washer and Dryer. Corner lot with R2 Zoning, plenty of room 
 for your RV or build a second unit. Did I mention the new 
 forced air unit? 3 Bedrooms and one Bath...Please call for 
 more information and showing. $310,000 (A100P)

 READY FOR MOVE IN.  New windows, tiled 
 entryway with water fountain, wrought iron gate, 
 tile floors, built in 46’ t.v.(stays)covered patio with 
 tile flooring. Fish pond with expensive fish and 
 waterfall. Too much to mention $452,000 (L166P)

 BRING YOUR POOL TABLE
 You will love to entertain in the great room, in this light & 
 bright 3bd 2 ba Orcutt home. Kitchen and baths have been 
 tastefully upgraded with beautiful tile. Lg yd, dog run, RV 
 parking. $440,000 (S443P)

 NICE DOUBLE WIDE  Manufactured home located in age 
 restricted Town and Country Mobile Home Park.  2 bedroom 
 and 2 full baths. Perfect for someone who likes very little 
 yard work.  So low in price that you won’t want to miss this 
 one. $42,000 (C160P)

 OPEN FLOOR PLAN
 3 bd 2 ba with family room addition. Please call 
 for private showing. Affordable and priced for a 
 quick sale. Bring all offers $310,000 (T607P) 

 EASY LIVING IN LOS ALAMOS
 3 bd/3ba condo. Granite floor in kitchen & living area. 
 Custom bar, perfect for entertaining. Inside laundry. 
 Fenced back yard w/fruit trees & patio. Beautiful 
 greenbelt & mountain views. $419,000 (W350P)

 DOLL HOUSE IN OLD ORCUTT!
  New flooring, pait, dual pane windows, fencing & 
 more. Large corner lot, zoned R2 is close to 
 shopping, schools & restaurants. $415,000 
 (U330P)

 MAJOR PRICE REDUCTION!  Great buy for 1st time buyers 
 or investors! This 3bed/2ba home is located on a spacious 
 corner lot! Features a fenced yard for privacy, with newer 
 interior paint and front sod. Wonderful large backyard with 
 alley access has many possibilities! (H100P) $310,000

 DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH!
 Has a tremondous potential. The corner lot and the 
 size is a plus. Extremely motivated sellers who 
 have said, “don’t let the price fool you”. Bring your 
 buyers with your best offer! $370,000. (S198P)

 Eva Ozuna
 Owner/Broker

 SELLERS WILL HELP 
 with closing costs. They have put a lot of work 
 into this one. Charming 3 /2, cozy den, & 
 hardwood floors. Newer deck & potting shed. Very 
 nice East Santa Maria location. $359,000 (E407P)

 NEED AN INVESTMENT?
 Or are you a 1st time buyer? Look no further, this 
 is the home for you.  With a bit of cosmetic help 
 this 4 bd 2 ba can be a cutie. Huge backyard.  
 $365,000 (C484P)

 BEAUTIFUL & BRIGHT   well maintained on corner lot, this 4/3 
 comes with fantastic views of the mountains & surrounding 
 area. Huge Master Suite with oversized windows giving the 
 most spectacular views. Entertain guests in the spacious family 
 room or just relax in your comfortable den. Entertain on the 
 Patio & warm up next to the custom fire ring. $709,000 (S301P)

 OPPORTUNITY  TO  BUY
 an end unit at the Village Green Condos, low dues, close to 
 major shopping centers. Owner will leave all appliances. 
 This 3bd/2ba condo has its own patio area. $255,000. 
 (C245P)

 VISIT US AT WWW.ERA-PRO.COM

 See Up-To-Date Listings
 Tips For Buyers, Sellers 
 Home Maintenance Tips

 Mortgage Calculators And More!


