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OUSD Surplus Parcel
Santa Maria City Council
the school year of 1999-2000, this year.
Approves Lakeview Promenade theDuring
Orcutt Union School District “We thought we were going to grow
Following two December nights of
discussion by the Santa Maria City
Council and the Planning Commission, developer Greg Nestor has
cleared the final hurdle receiving
final approval of his plans to build
270 condominiums, forty thousand
square feet of retail space, a movie
theatre and restaurant at the intersection of Skyway Drive and Highway
135.
The development, known as Lakeview Promenade, will be located on
the former auto mall property at

stituted several traffic conditions at
intersections adjacent to the development.
The applicant will pay for a traffic
light at the intersection of Skyway
Drive and Autopark Drive, just west
of the development. There will also
be a flashing yellow light at the existing crosswalk at the intersection of
Lakeview Road and Marvin Street.
That intersection is heavily used by
school children from Joe Nightingale
and Lakeview schools.
There will also be signage at the

the southwestern edge of the city of
Santa Maria.
On December 2, the city council
gave its final OK and a day later the
planning commission approved the
tentative tract map allowing the developer to subdivide the property.
A month earlier, the planning commission, in an attempt to alleviate
traffic concerns of Orcutt residents
and the Orcutt School District, in-

Lakeview-Orcutt Road intersection to
direct pedestrians to the crosswalk at
Marvin Street and sidewalk improvements across Orcutt Expressway near
Spencer’s Market and Lakeview Jr.
High School.
Nester told the council the plan calls
for a three year build out with construction to hopefully begin within
a year.
Steve Southwick reporting

Need Extra Money?
RAINBOWS
END
JEWELRY

IS PAYING
CASH FOR
YOUR OLD
GOLD
SILVER
PLATINUM
DIAMONDS
COINS

Robert 928-9944

purchased a parcel of land for $1.3
million dollars adjacent to the District
Offices. Though the 9.53 acres have
sat empty for the last eight years, that
fact may soon change.
The lot in question is identified in
the Orcutt
Community Plan
as a desphoto?
ignation
for senior
housing.
When
the District created a Master Plan
in 2006,
it was decided that with economic factors, lack
of funding, and a declining enrollment it was time to evaluate how the
parcel could best be used.
“We needed to look at what we
had and find ways to maximize our
resources,” says Assistant Superintendent of Business Services, Marysia
Ochej.
A committee was formed to review
demographics and other relevant
materials and to create a list of priorities. The committee found that
enrollment over the next ten years
would continue to decrease, negating
the need for a future school on the
District Office adjacent parcel. It was
also determined that new enrollment
generated by future housing developments would already be covered
by other school site options.
The committee recommended that
the District surplus their empty
property and presented their findings to the School Board in May of

and use the space for a new primary
school,” says Ochej, “But that is not
the case so we needed to make this
unproductive land into something
productive and something that could
provide ongoing revenue for the district.”
Since
t h e
state
doesn’t
p r o v i d e
enough
funds
to complete all
of the
educational
goals the district has planned, surplusing the land will increase independence, minimize the need
for bonds and provide an income
stream.
To make the most of the land, the
district now intends to pursue the
senior housing plan.
“We’re just moving through the
process at this point,” says Ochej,
“We know it’s not going to happen
overnight.”
The next step in the process will take
the proposal before the planning commission in order to have the parcel
re-zoned for senior housing. Further
down the road, interested developers will be given a set of criteria and,
when one is chosen, given a long-term
lease.
“We believe it is a win-win for
everyone,” says Ochej, “and a great
partnership between the community
and the school district.”
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Building Begins at Entryway to Old Orcutt

Ground has been broken on the
corner of Foxenwood and Clark Avenue, as the first stages of the LeBard
project get under way.
Debbie and Steve
LeBard have owned
and operated LeBard’s
Computer Center for
the last thirty years,
offering all types of
computer related supplies and services to
the community. During
this time they have also
become very involved
in the revitalization of
Old Town Orcutt.
For the past five years
Steve has been diligently planning the construction of a restaurant
and office space on the 1.25 acres of

15% Off With This Ad!!
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land at Foxenwood and Clark. This feature outdoor dining, grape trellis,
particular plot is known as Key Site herb and flower gardens, a wine bar
#18 in the Orcutt Community Plan featuring award winning organically
grown Cab/Syrah,
and the occasional
live music.
The classic steakhouse will serve oak
grilled meats and
seafood as well as
wood fired artisan
pizzas courtesy of
Executive Chef (and
son-in-law) David
Baumann whose
twenty-five years of
experience has taken
him from Malibu to
Hawaii. Daughter
and wedding planner Lori Baumann
and has been called the “Gateway”
will
also
be
lending
her skills to the
to Old Town.
management
of
the
restaurant.
With
As such a prominent parcel, careful
LeBard’s
Computer
Center
moving
attention has been given to aesthetics. With the help of Artistic Impres- in right next door, and Debbie and
sions’ Bill Deleenher, the 8,000 square brother Mark Pincin at the helm, this
feet of office and restaurant space has is a true family affair.
777 E. Clark Avenue should be open
been designed in the style of early
for
business by Fall 2010. To find out
1900’s western. LeBard’s Restaumore,
visit www.orcutt.biz
rant will overlook Orcutt Creek and
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Affordable Housing Sparks
Debate With Board, Residents
The Old Orcutt Revitalization Association is opposing Santa Barbara
County discussions about revising
the Orcutt Community Plan to allow
340 affordable homes on Key Site 16,
about an acre on the west side of Old
Orcutt across from the Orcutt Ranch
Mobile home park.
Danny George, president of OTORA, says in a letter unanimously
approved by the board of directors,
the site was envisioned in the Orcutt
Community Plan as a welcoming
gateway entrance to Old Orcutt.
It was not approved for high density housing, he insists.
“It is our board’s strong feeling that
Clark Avenue in Old Orcutt is not
the proper location for high density
housing which would be adjacent
to light industrial and commercial
uses,” George says in the letter to the
Board of Supervisors.
The letter says the Community
Plan envisioned mixed uses for Old
Orcutt where shop owners have
quarters to live above the business
location. “The traffic of high density housing does not fit within the
goals of a pedestrian friendly destination.”

George says OTORA is working
with oil company owners toward a
donation of the key site to serve as a
town parking site for the commercial
Unique Gifts
center of Old Orcutt.
He says he did not receive notificaHome Decor
tion from the Planning Commission
Gas & Wood Stoves
on revising the Orcutt Community
Plan. According to county staff member David Mattson, the County did
1157 E. Clark Ave. • Longs Shopping Center
notify residents, occupants and business owners in the adjacent area.
Fourth District Planning Commissioner Joe Valencia says the recommendation to the Board of Supervisors
for the general plan revision was the
Thomas R. King,
Lic. 480363
result of state housing mandates.
Owner
Originally those homes were tagged
for Key Site 30 along Bradley Road
• Custom Homes • Remodeling
between Patterson and Foster Road.
•
Room
Additions • In-Home Designs
But traffic issues and neighborhood
• Concrete Work • FREE ESTIMATES
opposition caused the planning commission to propose the homes be
switched to Key Site 16.
Valencia says because of oil and
various environmental issues on Key
Site 16, even if the site is approved, 1157 E Clark Ave, Orcutt CA :: Longs Shopping Center
it would be years before anything is
built.
Steve Southwick reporting

938-9083

ROOM ADDITIONS

SERVICE CONNECTION
938-9083

UPS: Brown Goes Green
In the immortal words of Kermit
the Frog, it’s not easy being green?
Or is it? Stop me if you’ve heard this
one before.
Doing their part for mother earth,
UPS has organized a small team of
package delivering bicycles for the
holiday season. A new feature, there
are currently only two riders with
plans for a third and, if the success of
the cycles continues, up to six could
be on the road.
As a seasonal component of package delivery, these bicycles help to
support the extra volume of the holidays and help to reduce the number
of extra trucks normally commissioned this time of year.
“UPS is into finding alternative
means and we’re making a big push
for the environment,” says UPS supervisor Steve Glynn, “We wanted
to take vehicles off the road and help
alleviate the cost of those trucks and
the extra diesel fuel.”

When introduced to drivers, the
bicycles inspired many questions
and even a few laughs.
“Some of the initial reactions were
‘What are we, back in 1907?’, and
how we would deal with certain
maintenance issues,” says Glynn,
“but now the response is nothing
but positive.”
According to Glynn, once the drivers realized all of the advantages (like
saving 20 gallons of fuel per day)
they got on board.
The bicycles, which can deliver up
to 46 packages per day, can be seen
around Orcutt as they bring smiles
to the faces of members of the community whose support has been very
much appreciated by UPS.
So keep an eye out and maybe your
next package will roll up in front
of your home on the back of a UPS
bicycle.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Penelope Hartnell Talks Orcutt History, Her Founding
Family, and Philanthropy
A member of one of Orcutt’s founding fami- where they raised their 17 children. One of
lies, Penelope Hartnell recently sat down with their sons, Uldarico, my great grandfather, was
the Orcutt Pioneer to discuss Orcutt, her fam- Treasurer of Monterey.
Growing up in
ily, and the subject of
San Francisco, there
philanthropy.
were portraits of
Orcutt Pioneer:
both William and
Who is William HartMaria Teresa on our
nell and the Hartnell
dining room wall
Family?
and every night
Penelope Hartnell:
they would stare
In Susanna Dakin’s
down at us while
biography “The
we were eating. The
Lives of William
two stories my faHartnell” she writes
“ The Englishman,
ther recounted most
William Petty Hartoften were the large
nell, distinguished
number of children
himself in 7 separate
born to William and
careers, in as many
Teresa (as a child I
countries at various
once told someone
times he became Penelope's father alongside Hartnell #1,
they had 72 chilknown as a scholar, better known as Old Maud.
dren!) and that Wiltrader, rancher, teacher, politician, peacemaker liam Hartnell had established the first “college”
and diplomat in England, Germany, Chile, in California, El Colegio de San Jose in 1834.
Peru, Russia’s Pacific Empire, the Hawaiian The importance of Hartnell’s school is that it
Islands and California, under Mexican rule and was the first actual institution of higher learnAmerican conquest He never made money but ing in California. Several years later, Hartnell
he was a man of faculties and influence such as made a revolutionary proposal – to educate
seldom are found in a single individual.
girls and to start a school for girls. Hartnell also
He married 16-year-old Maria Teresa de had the first general library in California that
la Guerra, eldest daughter of Don Jose de had books in languages other than English.
His linguistic skills served him well. He was
la Guerra y Noriega, Commandante of the
Presido in Santa Barbara. (The Casa de la elected the official translator for the California
Guerra, now a museum in Santa Barbara, Constitutional Convention in Colton Hall and
was the house Maria Teresa grew up in). They he translated 1,300 folios of laws, the most apmoved to Monterey and established a home plicable Mexican laws to help residents who

didn’t know Spanish.
surveyed and plotted by W.W.Orcutt (and
In 1839, Governor Juan Alvarado appointed named after him) on the North East corner
Hartnell ‘visitador de misiones’ (Inspector of of Todos Santos. It was Mr. Orcutt’s idea to
the Mission). His job was to travel the length of establish the headquarters and warehouses of
the Camino Real stopping at each Mission tak- the Union Oil Company in Orcutt.
ing an inventory and investigating conditions
OP: Tell us a bit about the land your family
among the neophytes (Indians). Hartnell’s owns
recommendations for reforms to improve the
PH: Todos Santos y San Antonio (20,772
situation for the Indians were not carried out acres) was granted to William Edward Petty
and he resigned,
Hartnell in 1851 in
but he kept a diary
lieu of his salary
that was published
for having served
two years as Visitain 2004.
The importance
dore de Misiones.
Hartnell put on
The ‘Rancho’ had
education and hava large amount of
ing education availgood farming land
able to everyone has
and some grazing
been a dominant
land. A lawsuit in
influence in our
1880 partitioned
family. My grandTodos Santos and
mother, Ella, graduonly two Hartnells,
ated from Stanford
Maria Teresa and
in the second class
her son, Uldarico
to admit women.
were awarded any
To honor his many
land. The two recontributions to ed- Penelope in the background.
ceived 2,500 acres.
ucation, the name of
Of the town of
Salinas Junior College was changed to Hartnell Graciosa, nothing remains, but it was located
College in 1948. I established a scholarship in on Hartnell property. A 1886 Census lists two
the name of Maria Teresa de la Guerra Hartnell Hartnell cousins as farmers from the Graciosa
there ten years ago. There is also a Hartnell District. In 1891 Uldarico gave some land to
Street in Orcutt.
the Trustees of the La Graciosa School District
OP: What role did the Hartnells play in and a schoolhouse was located there. As for
Orcutt’s founding?
Graciosa Road until the 1960’s it was a hub
PH: In 1904 the town site of Orcutt was of activity: houses, grape arbors, barns, a
purchased from the Hartnell’s by Union Oil small horse corral, chicken coops, vegetable
Company for $10.00! The town was laid out,

continued on page 5
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Hartnell

gardens.
On December 2, 1904, Hartnell No. 1, or “Old
Maud” as she became known, spud and began
producing 12,000 barrels of oil a day. It was one
of the biggest producing wells of the time and
put the town of Orcutt on the map.
Originally, the 2,500 acres was one contiguous
piece of land, but a portion was sold to the State
of California for the State Highway 135 road
to Vandenberg A.F.B. In 2001, we sold #17,
which became Stonegate. We still own 2,300
acres and I believe it is the only portion of Todos
Santos still owned by descendants of the 1880
partition. Today, oil is still being produced and
cattle still graze - much the same as it was at
the turn of the 20th Century.
OP: Do you have any favorite memories of
visiting Orcutt?
PH: I have been coming to Orcutt on a regular
basis since 1964. My favorite memories center
around Orcutt Hill and the two families who
have had the cattle leases – the Righetti/Clarence Minettis and John and Brandy Branquinho.
For years Union Oil (and then Nuevo/Torch)
had an annual Fall picnic for their employees
and families at the picnic grounds. It was quite
an event lasting all day and then some! There
were sack races, horseshoes, water balloons,
egg throwing contests, several raffles, and a
huge bar-b-que. Not to forget – libations a
plenty.
Going on horseback on a roundup with the
Righettis followed by Paula’s hearty feast,
branding at the Branquinho’s, trying to help
give the cows inoculations while not getting
in the way of the fast moving horses and then
running to climb on the fence. The tri-tip
bar-b-ques, dinner at Elks, brunch at the Far

Western.
And Miss Edith Righetti (an unforgettable
character) who lived in a white stucco house
on Graciosa Road and rode horseback every
day, until the age of 82, when she was thrown
and broke her leg.
OP: Tell us about your involvement with the
Orcutt Community Plan?
PH: The family was not involved in the 1982
OCP. We didn’t subscribe to local newspapers,
there was no internet, we were out of the loop.
By the time we became aware of what was
happening, the three parcels (which became
known as Key Sites #14, #15 and #17) had
been down-zoned.
In the late 1980’s I met often with Olga Howard and other residents of Old Town to find out
what they wanted to happen – particularly on
#15 (the 128 acre parcel that borders the Loading Dock). Most important – what would be
compatible (including height restrictions) with
the surrounding areas. Getting local input
was crucial.
We hired Laurie Tamura of Urban Planning Concepts and I worked closely with her
throughout the entire second OCP 1995 process,
attending and speaking at all Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors meetings
dealing with #14 and #15. The end result - the
zoning for #15 now has residential, a small
amount of commercial and an area for starter
companies. The conceptual plan includes an
amphitheater and jogging and walking trails.
OP: What was the thought behind “Imagine”,
the sign at Key Site 15?
PH: Many mornings I would sit on the deck
of the Loading Dock having coffee and look
out at the wide swathe of the Orcutt Hills,
sometimes green, sometimes brown, or dotted with wild flowers or cloaked in fog, and
try to “imagine” what the future will bring to
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OP: What other programs/projects are you
involved in?
PH: I will be returning to Africa in a few
months to visit a second school that I sponsored
in Mali. It was built through a partnership
between Jeffrey Sach’s Millenium Promise
Philanthropy and the NGO I work with and is
located in the Segou area near the Niger River.
Malaria is finally getting a lot of attention;
it kills two children every minute in Africa!
Having had it twice – once many years ago
and more recently on my 2006 African trip, I
can attest to the enormous difference that the
new Artemisin-based Combination Therapy
(ACT) makes.
I will be working on a photo-essay about a
pilot program in Mali. Peasant farmers travel
by bicycle to remote villages where there are no
roads, no doctors, no health centers. They are
trained to test the children for malaria and, if
the test is positive, to dispense the ACT medicine. It is taking malaria treatment to people’s
homes instead of expecting them to travel long
distances to health centers.
OP: What should the members of the Orcutt
community care about right now?
PH: When Olga Howard started the Orcutt
Area Advisory Group, it was the only such
group. Today there are OTORA, ROTOP and
others so local concerns get a lot more airing
and people are more informed. Orcutt Pioneer
deserves kudos for its role.
Old Orcutt has seen rapid growth of commercial development: new restaurants, wine
tasting rooms, shops, etc. There is still a need
for more athletic fields. The new 28-acre park
at Rice Ranch will be a welcome addition. It
is important for Orcutt to maintain a separate
identity from Santa Maria and to keep its
unique small town character.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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those hills. Homes? Vineyards? Or will they
remain as they are?
“Imagine” is meant to be a personal question,
asking each person, as they walk or drive down
Rice Ranch Road, what possibilities they can
“imagine” for their day, their plans, their lives.
About a week after the sign was put up, someone called to say there was some sort of graffiti
on it. I went to look. There, stapled on one end,
was a computer generated “Peace” sign!
OP: Tell us about the school you helped to
start in Africa?
PH: People often ask – why did you want to
help build a school in Africa? And they sometimes confuse Mali with Maui. Why? Because
the need for schools is great. Because the Malian government is stable and co-operates with
the many NGO’s (non governmental organizations) that now work there. And because Mali
has an illiteracy rate of more than 90%
Building the school is a joint communal effort
between a village and the NGO. The village enters into a contract with the NGO. They agree
to provide the labor and, most importantly,
ensure that 50% of the students will be girls.
I stayed in a hut of my host family and lived
in the village. We worked from about 7AM to
noon every day.
There was a big ground breaking ceremony
for the signing of the contract with singing
and dancing - very festive with many songs of
praise for the new school and what it will mean
to the villagers. Every adult came forward to
sign the contract. If they didn’t know how to
write, they would ink their thumb and put the
mark on the ledger. It was very moving. And
now, in a small village in western Mali, there
is a school with a plaque that says:
“To William E.P. Hartnell (1798-1854) Who
believed in the importance of education for
all”

with coupon • exp. 1-15-09
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Orcutt Schools Update

Orcutt Has First “Solar School”

By Dr. Sharon McHolland Super intendent, Orcutt Union School District

A new solar panel at one Orcutt cam- ness about energy conservation.
pus is adding energy not just to the
In November, Alice Shaw School dedpower supply, but to children’s aware- icated a new $20,000, 1-kilowatt photovoltaic solar
energy system.
The system includes both the
solar panel and
an online monitoring tool that
shows how
much money has been
saved.
The solar
panel comes
to Alice Shaw
via the Pacific
Gas & Electric
Company. In
2006, fifthgrade teacher
Valerie Trenev
wrote a grant
to the PG&E
Alice Shaw students surround newly installed solar
Solar Schools
panels. See additional story on page 9.

Program seeking a solar energy system
for her school. To her delight, the grant
was funded. (see page 9 for an interview
with Mrs. Trenev. Ed.)
“We’re big on learning about energy
conservation and protecting the environment,” beams Trenev. “Having
such a visual reminder of it on our
campus is pretty exciting.”
The school celebrated its new acquisition with a special “Solar Celebration”
on November 13.
At the event, Trenev’s science students led fellow Alice Shaw students
in a number of learning stations pertaining to solar energy. These included
solar beads, solar car races, solar nail
polish, a solar oven, and making simple circuits with solar batteries. That
afternoon, the solar panel was officially
dedicated, thus making Alice Shaw the
first “solar school” in Orcutt.
Since the installation, students, staff,
and parents have enjoyed tracking how
many dollars the solar panel has saved
by going online to the school web site

Where the
Pavement Ends
and the West Begins!
Serving the West Since 1958
Bonny Dougherty

Local Design Consultant

800.427.4744 Ext. 141

899 Guadalupe Street,
Guadalupe, CA 93434
Reservation Hotline

(805) 343-2211

2218 S. Thornburg
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

(www.aliceshawschool.net). As of this
writing, the school had saved nearly
$22.00 in electricity.
“We save $3 or so per day,” says Alice
Shaw Principal Janet Bertoldi. “On
sunny days during the summer, we
hope to get even more.”
Trenev’s hope is that the solar panel
will spark personal activism by her
students.
“We think the idea of conserving
energy might carry on into students’
own homes and lives,” she says. “We
think it’ll help students develop an
energy-conserving habit.”
In closing, I would like to wish everyone in the Orcutt community a happy
holiday season. Here’s wishing all of
you a wonderful 2009!
Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contacted by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail
at smcholland@orcut-schools.net, or by
mail c/o Orcutt Union School District,
500 Dyer Street, P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt,
CA 93457.
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Orcutt Barber Develops Passion for Community Television

Don Tinsley has been a barber for
40 years. He owns the Old Orcutt
Barber Shop, won the 1988 Texas
State Flattop Championship, and
shows Arabian horses with his wife
Kaye. And last year he started hosting his very own community access
television program, “Be Informed.”
“I started the show because I wanted to contribute to my community
and make a difference,” says Tinsley,
“I never dreamed that it would lead
to anything more.”
But it certainly did lead to something more. Tinsley was approached
about submitting taped episodes of
“Be Informed” to a national competi-

tion. He took this advice and won the
2008 Alliance for Community Media
Western States Region’s WAVE (Western Alliance for Video Excellence)
Award for Programming by/for Seniors/Community Producers.
Keeping it all in the family, Tinsley
once accepted assistance from local
high school students, but now has
his wife behind the camera. After a

bit of editing, viewers are treated to
a full thirty minutes of Don, who is
well known in these parts for his ease
of conversation.
He now has 13 episodes in the can
with plan for more. “My customers
give me leads,” says Tinsley, buzzing
away at one sitting comfortably in his
barber chair, “And I pick whoever
piques my interest.”
“The show is about all of us,” he
continues, “We don’t do Santa Barbara or San Luis Obispo. There are
plenty of things to talk about and
people to interview right here.”
Over the last year Tinsley has
covered the 13th Annual Intertribal
Powwow at Live Oaks and the 30th
Annual Parks-Janeway event as well
as interviewed local ag-man Toppy
Reese, 97 year old Hattie (who still
rides her horse in parades!), and Jean
Rath, “The Purple Lady.”
“We cleared up a lot of myths when
she was on,” says Tinsley of Rath,
“She doesn’t drive a purple car anymore and she never died her poodle
purple.”
The list of community members

(from reverends to historians to
mobile wine bottlers) who have sat
across from this friendly, spirited
barber is long. If his shop, which
is always full of local men, is any
indication, the list will continue to
grow. He even has another show
in the works called “The Sporting
Program.”
“People have been very receptive
and we have a tremendous viewing audience,” says Tinsley, adding
“And it’s nice to get recognized on
the street and nice to hear from my
customers that they’ve watched.”
He hangs up his clippers and
smiles, “This is the best community
in the world.”
Mr. Don Tinsley would like to thank
Alan Sutterfield, Dale Pena, Gregg
Ratcliff, Bill Smith and all of the volunteers who have assisted with the
program.
“Be Informed” airs on SMCTV Ch.
25 in Santa Maria and TAPTV Ch.
25 in Lompoc and runs Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 7pm and Fridays
at 4pm.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

STUDIO 156

Welcomes 25 Year Hair Veteran

Christopher
HOLIDAY SPECIALS:
$25 WOMENS
Shampoo, Cut & Style

VICTORIAN STAINED GLASS WORKS
Unique Windows, Door inserts, Cabinet doors
Stained and Leaded Glass
Fused Glass
Repairs
Original Gifts
Glass Supplies & Classes

125 W Clark Ste 105 Tel: 937-8234
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3040 SKYWAY DRIVE ~ SANTA MARIA
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Located behind Poor Richard’s Press
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Visit Our Website: americanselfstorage.biz
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922-2322

$70 COLOR

Multi colors included, shoulder
length & longer additional

$20 MENS

Shampoo Cut & Style
With Coupon • Expires 1-31-09

Appointments Call 354-3322
156 S. Broadway Suite B
Next to Jack’s Restaurant
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Righetti Booster Club Dinner Dance
The 14th Annual Righetti High
School Warrior Booster Club Sports
Auction and Dinner Dance was held
on November 22nd at the Santa Maria
Fair Park.
The Booster Club was first formed
to support and promote “a complete
athletic program to provide benefit to
the maximum number of students”.
The Boosters function under the
advisement of the Athletic Director
and work within the general school
budget to provide funding and support for all athletic programs.
The purpose of last month’s big
event was to raise money for uniforms, equipments, tournament fees,
hotels, and other expenses incurred
by team sports.
Guests browsed and placed bids
as hundreds of items sat on display,
including an Orcutt 76 Smog Check,
Orcutt Burger gift cards, DVD goodie
baskets, chocolate and wine, Dodgers box seats, a BBQ, dance lessons
from Kings Ballroom, fireworks, as
well as donations from Klondike
Pizza, Company’s Coming, Spencer’s
Market, Cielito Lindo, and Coldstone
Creamery.
Dinner for the evening was provided by Del Clement Catering who
served BBQ Boneless Pork Loin with

Red Glaze, BBQ Chicken and Choice
Tri Tip, Caesar and Broccoli Salads,
Fruit Salad with Amaretto Cream
Cheese Sauce, Golden Rice Pilaf
and Garlic Parmesan French Bread,
Chili Beans, Homemade Salsa, and
delicious cake for dessert.
Following dinner, Booster Club
President Ed White took the brightly
decorated stage to welcome everyone to the 14th Annual Auction
and Dinner Dance and thanked the
donors, volunteers, and faculty who
made the evening possible. “Your
support tonight is for the children
of Righetti,” he said, “and no one
else.”
Athletic Director Eric Albright also
took a turn at the mic, saying, “It’s
great to see such a huge number of
people. We are always so surprised
and blessed to have such a following.
Thank you on behalf of the department... we’re here tonight to help
them help your kids.”
Principal Steve Molina echoed
these sentiments of gratitude before
introducing DJ Jay Turner and Auctioneer Todd Ventura. The duo set
the night rolling as the live auction
portion of the evening got under
way.
Volunteers donned tiaras and

reindeer ears to parade live auction
items around the room including a
Princess tea party for eight at West
Trails Community Barn, Christmas
decoration installation courtesy of
the Boys Water Polo Team, a golf
and spa weekend in Las Vegas, a surf
weekend getaway in Pismo Beach
with surfing lesson from One Way
Board Shop, a seven night stay in
Cabo San Lucas, and a Graduation
party package.
Ventura kept things exciting as
he called bids with the speed of
lightning and exchanged quips with
Turner.
But the excitement didn’t end there.
A game of “Heads and Tails” had a
building full of adult teachers, coaches, parents, and alumni acting as life
sized coins to win a big screen TV.
As auction tables closed and dinner dishes disappeared, it was time
to clear the floor and get to dancing!
The party continued well into the
night.
Melissa Johnson skillfully coordinated the highly successful event
with the help of Diane Martinez,
Dena Aragon, and Jennifer Dolan as
well as many, many other volunteers
who graciously gave their time and
energy.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

American Floors and More
would like to wish you a
Happy Holiday Season!
Come in and see our
extraordinary values!

Carpet Hardwood
Tile Laminate Vinyl
Experience isn’t expensive, it’s priceless!

934-3505 • 1140 E. Clark Ave, Orcutt • Albertsons Shopping Center

Classified

Sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for up to 25 words. FREE ADS
CAN ONLY BE ACCEPTED VIA EMAIL sent to info@orcuttpioneer.com.
PLANT RECYCLER: we Buy-Dig-Sell exotic Plants, Palms & Succulents, By Appointment 937-5803, Best Gardens & Design, corner of Clark & Telephone x6
Model Home Furnishings Warehouse full of beautiful furniture in classic, modern,
rustic, contemporary, tuscany, etc. All priced to sell. Grover Beach 489-4277Paso
Robles 440-9085 www.mhfurnishings.net
Elite housekeeping. 25 yrs experience in Orcutt. Detailed, meticulous, call and
ask about
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs,
sinks, and lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) at 50% or less of retail.
2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Tuesdays, 10-1; Fridays from 10-4 and
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month from 10-1.
Former Marines interested in forming a Marine Corp league detachment, please
call Archie Miller for details. 478-8841.
Helpformommy.com, Nannies, Babysitters and more. Local list of Nannies and
Babysitters, 937-2575
COLLECTABLES FOR SALE: 11 “WINGS OF TEXACO” AIRPLANES in their
original boxes. Would like to sell the 11 airplanes as a set. Asking $1,000 or
BO. 937-2302
Free: Gladiolus bulbs, ranunculus seeds; some mini orchid tubers and daffodil
bulbs. 937-3582
Really nice Santa & Mrs Claus figures, animated, lighted, 2 ft. tall, like new.
$50 both. 934-5372.
furniture,designer toys and clothes (new and like new),nic-naks..Yard Sale,Sat.
Dec.13, 8am-1pm, 4321 Forest, off of Woodmere Orcutt
1-toddler bike, 3-kids bike,2-15speed mountain bike, 1-18speed mountain girls
bike. All good to great condition. 937-4133
Brand New DMI Dart Board in wood cabinet $100.00, Roxy Wet Suit wore once
womens size 6/34 $75, JVC compact VHS movie camera with case $100,office
chair $15, Brand New Technics surround sound speaker system $89, Wood desk
$100, Two wood end tables and coffee table Like New $100, Small animal cages
for hamster or rats with wheel $10 each Call 478-1243
GOLF PULL CART FOR SALE $10.00 937-7060
GOLF CLUB SET Bag,Push Cart,11 Irons 3 woods $150 937-7060
Oak oval table, size 41” L X 30” W X 29” H, $165/offer; China dinnerware,all white,
service for 8, $35; Tableware stainless 18/8 for 8, $25; Damask comforter set
Full/Queen, yellow/sage/multi large stripe, $50. 937-1191
Computer Desk, Hutch and Printer Stand. Adjustable shelves, drawers, cabinets,
keyboard drawer. $50 354-3348.
Older computer parts. Towers, monitors, more. PC & Mac. James, 878-1739.

Frank Hamlin Plumbing
D
T-BASE
ORCUT SS!!
BUSINE

(805)

New Construction
and Repair
Tankless Water Heaters
&
Water Line Repiping
All Your
Plumbing
and Gas Needs

938-7775

Frank Hamlin, Owner
Lic #704690

“We go out on a limb for you.”

PO Box 2368
Orcutt, CA 93457-2368
email:hamlinplbg@yahoo.com

®SM

COASTAL TREE SERVICE
Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

Since 1986

• Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding
• Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift • Land Clearing
• Homeowner Associations • Property Management Companies

FREE
ESTIMATES

Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee

State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235
Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

937-7817
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Alice Shaw Solar Panel
On November 13th, a ribbon cutting
ceremony was held at Alice Shaw
Elementary School for the school’s
very own solar panel.
The only one in the district, the
$20,000 solar panel was purchased
thanks to a grant written by Alice
Shaw teacher Valerie Trenev.
“I first heard about the Solar School
Program in 2004,” says Trenev, “And
I’m very interested in energy conservation so it seemed like a great
idea.”
“I had to apply and explain why
it would be a great thing for Alice
Shaw,” she continues, “And the kids
were the ones that pointed out how
sunny it is here all the time!”
According to the PG&E website, there are currently 60 schools
throughout California that have received solar installation grants as part
of the program. Each school receives
the diamond shaped “solar panel on a
stick” that is placed in close proximity
to the PG&E grid to which it will be
attached, in an open space, and in a
spot that is highly visible.
“The pole mounted solar panel
serves as a highly visible monument
to remind students, teachers, and
members of the community of our
responsibility to our environment,”
says PG&E, “It represents commit-

ment to children in our schools, not
only as students, but as citizens of the
community.”
Once installed, the solar panels feed
energy into an on-site meter. The
program comes with a commercial
grade data monitoring system that
tracks the energy and environmental
performance of the system.
“Energy gets fed to a meter in the
cafeteria which then accumulates a
credit, so to speak,” explains Trenev,
“It reduces the usage of what we get
from PG&E. Right now we are generating one kilowatt, which is enough
to run one classroom for one year and
we’re saving about $1.50 a day which
is more than we anticipated.”
Although the students who first
got excited about the idea alongside
Mrs. Trenev have since moved on,
the solar panel has provided wonderful opportunities to educate a new
group of children. She smiles as she
recalls some of the students who at
first thought it was a space satellite,
but is very pleased with the learning
that followed.
To see how much energy the solar
panel is generating, visit Alice Shaw’s
website by following the links at
www.orcutt-schools.net.
Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Jingle Sells

by Tom Lanier, owner Sprinkler Pros

Jingle Sells/ Jingle Sells/ Jingle All
Away.
This seems to be the air of this season,
but will we succumb to the fear of the
year or blaze on as usual?
We are not in a climate that could be
called perilous. Those that have lived
through The Great Depression like my
dad, his sister, and his mom did. They
lived in a tent in The South on a cotton
farmer’s land. They had the clothes on
their back, some blankets, and a pot to
cook on. My grandmother picked cotton with her bare hands. Bloody and
tired, she came home each day and tried
to put together something for them to
eat. That was hard times.
I don’t like to be influenced by fear or
despair, but rather positive realism and
what my good Lord puts on my plate
each day. This is my lot and my portion
and I’m glad for it. It keeps me on the
path with confidence and peace—not in
my own efforts, but rather in knowing
that what I do is what I was called to
do. What am I called to do?
He has shown you, O man, what is
good; and what does the LORD require
of you But to do justly, To love mercy,
And to walk humbly with your God?
(Micah 6:8, New King James Version
of the Bible)
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Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths.
(Proverbs 3:5-6)
So what does this have to do with the
economy? Everything. If we each do our
humble part by living out each day as
normal as possible in our good capitalistic society without fear and dread, it will
slowly heal itself. Consumer confidence
is what will set the tone for recovery.
Not consumer arrogance or stupidity,
but confidence in each of us doing our
humble part. A wave of great magnitude
begins as a ripple in our own backyard
by doing business in our own neighbors’
shops and services. The financial circle
of life begins here and ends up out in
the rest of the country; in the rest of the
economy. We spend/They spend. That’s
how it works. So if you have it and can
afford it; buy it, but spend wisely. Avoid
charging. More debt will have a negative
effect. The economy needs a healthy,
steady infusion of cash by consumers.
Have a wonderful holiday season with
your friends, family, and neighbors.
They all help make things go ‘round.
If I may be of assistance my cell phone
is 878.5449. State contractor license: C-27
917918. Member Irrigation Assocation.

Come see our beautiful new Tile & Stone Showroom
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614-4200
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CONTRACTORS PLUS TILE
& DESIGN CENTER

Bring this
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5pm Sat by appt.
see our
beautiful new Tile & Stone Showroom
coupon & save
2280 Meredith Lane, Santa Maria

contractorsplus@verizon.net

10% with this ad
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Walk and Pray held Sunday January 18
from 2:30 to 3:30 pm. Gather at the Santa
Maria City Hall and walk to the 400 block
of East Chapel St. Family event. Services
are available to those who need assistance.
Sponsored by the Santa Maria Area Pro
Life Ministries and the Right to Life of the
Central Coast.Info: 934-9951.
MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS
Senior Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt
on the second Saturday of each month
8 – 10 am:. Adults $5.00, Children under
10: $3.00
ARK Tennis Lessons for third through
eighth graders. Info: Coach Patrick Ortiz
934-9911.
BOOK SALE Orcutt Library, Clark &
Bradley, on first Saturday of each month.
Everything $1 each. Sponsored by Friends
of the Orcutt Library.
Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of
Daughters Of The American Revolution
meeting on the second Saturday of each
month, 10:30am. Info: 934-4438
Central City Chordsmen practice from
7:00pm to 9:30pm every Tuesday at the
Lutheran Church of Our Savior, corner of
Bradley and Patterson. Everyone is invited
to come and listen and male singers to
participate. Info: 934-0399.
Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs
Knollwood Village Country Club, 4012 So.
Bradley. Systems “SIG” starts at 5:45pm
Word & Windows “SIG” at 6 PM Business
meeting at 7 PM. on the third Tuesday of
each month. Visitors are welcome. Info:
937-2374
Compassionate Friends is a self-help
group for bereaved parents, grandparents
and siblings. Meets on the third Tuesday
of each month, 7-8:30pm. Church of Christ
795 E. Foster Rd. Info: 922-5222
Four-Part Barbershop Harmony for
Women who love to sing. For additional
information, call 805-736-7572. We love to
sing for special occasions. Rehearsals on
Thursday nights, 6:45PM, Lutheran Church
of Our Savior, 4725 S. Bradley Rd..
Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support
class for the newly bereaved held 5 times
a year (Tues 10:00 to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and a Grief Recovery Support Group
every Tues. 3:00 to 4:30 at Marian West, 505
E. Plaza Drive in Santa Maria. Info on either
group: Marian Hospice at 739-3830
Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt
Camping, hiking, lots of outdoor activities.
Family oriented pack. Siblings are invited!
Join the fun of the most exciting Cub Scout
pack around. Contact Cubmaster Darrel

Parker at 934-7931or Fred Carbone for more
information e-mail: drfredcarbone@cs.com
Check out Pack 93’s Website http://lospadrespack93.tripod.com/
50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St.
Louis de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp
Road, Second Thursday of each month
11:30am for community news and potluck
lunch. Info: 937-3119.
Live Music at The Loading Dock every
Friday night, 315 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt.
Info: 934-3471
Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at
Sunny Hills Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. Clark, Orcutt on the second
Thursday of each month 4:30pm. Info:
934-1142.
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE”
is open to the public and sells recycled
building materials from construction sites
and business donations. Doors, windows,
cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and lighting
fixtures (some are new or nearly new) are
sold at 50% or less of retail. Habitat for
Humanity also accept donations. Located
at 2053 Preisker Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria.
Hours are Tuesdays 10 AM to 1 PM, Fridays,
10AM to 4PM (Sue-hope I got it right!:)) and
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month
from 10 AM to 1 PM.
Hearthstone Educators is an independent Christian support group that offers
enrichment activities for homeschooling
families in the Santa Maria area. Contact
group leader Cheryl Kliewer at 937-7099
for information.
Heritage Church 4799 S. Bradley Rd. 9342635 CONNECTIONS-every Wednesday
except 5th Wednesday of the month: Delicious Dinner at 6pm (first time free...then
$3 pp) followed by Bible Study for all ages.
All are welcome. Out by 8pm.
Job’s Daughters is an organization for
young women ages 10 - 20 that teaches
leadership, self-confidence, fundraising
and philanthropic activities, friendship
and respect for people and cultures and has
over 20,000 members in the USA; Canada;
Australia; the Philippines and Brazil. For a
girl to qualify, she must have a Masonic relationship. Assistance is offered to identify
the Masonic relationship. Info: Pat Cuthbertson, Bethel Guardian, at 937-0838.
Ladies of American Legion Auxiliary
meeting, Post 534 on the third Wednesday
of each month in Old Orcutt at the Post.
LA LECHE LEAGUE SANTA MARIA
offers pregnant and nursing moms free
breastfeeding support and information.
For meeting information please call: 7349895(Shannon) or 938-0789(Jennifer).
Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS
Senior Center, 420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt on
the second Friday of each month at 7:30 pm.

10
Info: 937-9750. Everyone welcome.
MOPS (Mothers Of Preschoolers) meets
every 2nd and 4th Monday @ 6:30pm at Pacific Christian Center, 3435 Santa Maria Way.
If you have a child from infancy-kindergarten, join us for fun, food, crafts, speakers and
more. Childcare is provided. Info: 934-3491
or www.pacificchristian.net.
The Natural History Museum of Santa
Maria presents LIVE! At the Museum on the
first Saturday of every month. Live family
oriented program which feature animals
and plants of interest to our community.
NatureBabies story time is held on the last
Friday of each month, a Museum docent
presents an preschool story time which includes a free book to each attending child.
Natural History Museum Santa Maria 412
South McClelland, Santa Maria. 614-0806
Hours: Wed and Friday Noon-3PM Saturday 11-4PM Free Admission. Donations
gratefully accepted. The Museum offers
free school tours.
NEWCOMER’S CLUB OF SANTA MARIA VALLEY: Lunch second Wednesday at
various locations, coffee fourth Wednesday
10am, lots more activities JOYCE 3498976
MOMS Club of Orcutt is dedicated to supporting stay-at-home and part-time working moms who are looking for exciting and
fun things to do with their small children.
Info: 925-0867
Oasis General Grievers Support Group
meets Wednesdays from 2pm to 3:30pm,
starting Sept. 3rd, 2008, at 420 Soares Ave.
All grievers are welcome and encouraged to
join, there is no charge. There will be qualified and knowledgeable grief counselors
leading the group. Info: 937-9750. Good
Grief, is still meeting at Luis Oasis Senior
Center , at 420 Soares Ave. , Old Orcutt,
CA. “Good Grief” meets on Thursday, from
1:30pm to 3pm. This group is more suitable
for people who are not newly bereaved.
Through sharing stories and laughter, and
sometimes tears, we try to help you put
your life back together after the loss of your
spouse.
Orcutt Area Advisory Group. Mid-State
Bank and Trust, 1110 East Clark Avenue
on the fourth Monday of each month at

7:30 pm Guests are always welcome. Info:
937-1861
Orcutt Garden Club meets at the Luis
OASIS Senior Center, 420 Soares Ave., on
the third Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
from September through May. Guests are
welcome. Info: Betty 934-5772.
Pacific Pride Foundation needs caring
volunteers. Can you spare a few hours
to support locals affected by HIV/AIDS?
Contact Jocelyn at 349-9947, Ext. 103.
Santa Maria Coin Club holds its monthly
meeting at the Oak Knolls Haven, 4845 S.
Bradley (Clark/Bradley Rd) at 7:00pm
every third Wednesday of the month.
Coin collectors of all ages and casino chip
collectors are all invited. We have a very
active numismatic group which makes this
a family meeting. Bring coins for free appraisals. 937-3158.
Santa Maria Inclusive Learners (SMILe)
is a fee-free inclusive homeschooling group
that meets every Monday from 10 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m. in Santa Maria for academic
enrichment, social interaction and fun. All
home and alternative learners welcome.
Call 934-9857 for location. Past activities
have included: “Fun with Math” Club;
Sign Language; Game Days; French. We
are currently planting seeds for a book club,
science club, backyard farm. Join us, and see
what we grow.
Santa Maria Valley Crafters is an informal group for all creative hobbies and all
experience groups. Meet Saturdays from
11am-1pm at Cafe Monet, 1555 S. Broadway,
Santa Maria. Info: 938-7901 http://groups.
yahoo.com/group/smv-crafters
Santa Maria Valley Genealogical Society
Meeting at Oak Knolls Haven 4845 Bradley
Rd. on the third Thursday of each month at
3pm: Info: 937-6591.
Santa Maria Duplicate Bridge. The
SMDBC has games 3 times a week at the
Foxenwood Swim and Tennis Club located
on Clubhouse Drive in Foxenwood. Games
are open to all. We also offer lessons on Friday at 12:00. Monday and Friday games are
at 12:45 PM. The Tuesday night game is at
6:30 PM. If you need help finding a partner,
please call Joe Cohen at 928-1415 or Vi Dallessandro at 929-0113. For more information
please call Robert Faust at 938-0772.

SWITCH

gears to State Farm
for the right

COVERAGE

at the right price.

Welcome Former
Blockbuster
Customers!

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
Call me today.
Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487
1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Bus: 805-937-7275

Sign Up Now & Receive Your
1st Rental At 50% Off

Evergreen Video
934-5185
Home of Ozzie the Bird

Located In The Evergreen/
Spencer’s Shopping Center

P040105 12/04

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL
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Why choose Comcast?
It’s Comcastic!
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From :

Certain services are available separately or as part of other levels of service. Basic service subscription is required to receive other services or levels of service of
video programming. Use subject to Comcast Cable Agreement terms and conditions. Programming, channel location and packaging may change. Not all services
available in all areas. Other restrictions may apply. Call 1-800-COMCAST for restrictions, minimum requirements, and details about service and prices.
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MARY ANN WRIGHT
“Bringing People Home Since 1977”

805-331-0995 | www.maryannwright.com | maryann@93455.com
“Let My 30 Years Experience Work For You”
Impressive Quality Custom Home!
Built By Fred Krueger. Elegant Entry. Three Bedrooms & 3 1/2 Baths. Gourmet Kitchen Has
Granite Counters, Breakfast Nook, Walk-In Pantry And Adler Wood Cabinets. Media Room Has
Wet Bar, Beverage Chiller, Balcony w/ Speakers.
Master Is On Ground Level And Offers Lighted
Tray Ceiling, Coffee Bar And Two Walk-In Closets. Price Reduced To $997,900.

Bank Owned! Nice clean three bedroom
Move In Ready! Attached 2 car garage,
wood type flooring throughout. Yard. Walk
to park area. Priced at $306,900 #149184

Immaculate spacious semi-custom home.
Add'l. +- 12x14 enclosed patio room. Large cook's
kitchen with stainless steel appliances open to spacious breakfast bar, dining nook and family room
with fireplace. Large open formal living room and
dining room. U shaped floor plan with large master
bedroom and bathroom & walk-in closet towards the
back of the home. Lots of storage cabinets and builtins. Oversized 3 car garage. Beautifully landscaped
$399,900 #146904
front and back yards. Priced at $439,900

Century 21 Advantage 336 E. Betteravia Rd.

Santa Maria, CA. 93454

Orcutt Pioneer
Charlene Miller
Broker
805.478.8842

Sunday Services
Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455
805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org
w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller

Archie Miller
Realtor®
805.478.8841

For the Best in

Property
Management
“There’s No Place Like Home”
555 E. Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885
eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

Direct Mailed to all 15,000 Orcutt
Households & Businesses Monthly!
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