August 12, 2003 • Circulation 15,000+

Orcutt Residents Not Happy with County Plans for Affordable Housing
Last year, the Santa Barbara County Planning
Department held a meeting at Lakeview Junior
High to discuss affordable housing options for
Orcutt and to receive public input. About fifteen people attended.
Same topic this July 24 at Patterson Road
School. This time the County was specific as
to where housing could be located.
Penelope Hartnell’s 126 acres south of The
Loading Dock in Old Orcutt was tagged for
over 1900 units, over half targeted as “affordable.”
This meeting was better attended by over 150
people, most of whom expressed the feeling
that increased densities would radically affect
the “semi-rural” character of Orcutt.
Hartnell fears that Santa Barbara County’s
plan to ‘up zone’ her property from five to six

units per acre as set by the Orcutt Community
Plan and approved by the Board of Supervisors after hundreds of public meetings—to
accommodate the nineteen hundred units will,
“iviscerate the General Plan.”
Under the parameters of the current General
Plan, Hartnell’s property would include about
200 homes, walking trails, creek-side jogging,
an amphitheater and sports complex, business
research facilities, and lots of open space.
Hartnell’s property is one of eleven Orcutt
sites the county is considering re-zoning to
allow more units per lot to accommodate state
housing mandates.
Unincorporated Santa Barbara County has
been allocated 6064 units by 2008. Under the
current plan about half would go to Orcutt
including the 1900 planned for Hartnell’s

property with another 900 units proposed
for south of Sunny Hills Mobile Home Park
on a hundred forty-six acres adjacent to
Highway 101.
The rest of the proposed sites are spotted
throughout Orcutt.
Fifty-eight percent of these units would be
priced as “affordable” with the target group in
an earning range for a single worker making
$21,200 to a family of four earning $90,900.
County Planner Jeff Lingen says these are,
“school teachers and firefighters who can’t
afford the $310,000 median price of north
county homes.”
Community members felt the semi-rural
area of Orcutt would be affected, schools
would be crowded, and that the Santa Barbara
area should share the State mandate for af-

fordable housing because no-growth policies
on the South Coast have driven up the cost of
housing and forced the workforce to move to
the north county.
Supervising Planner Lisa Plowman told the
attendees that if Santa Barbara County did not
comply with the state mandates, the County
would lose $850,000 in Community Development Block Grant monies and grant eligibility
would be limited. And the County would be
vulnerable to lawsuits.
Plowman did say that lack of water threatens to stall affordable housing plans. She
said nothing will be built until resolution of
lawsuits over Santa Maria Valley groundwater
jurisdictions.

Orcutt Pioneer adds the impact of COLOR Vandalism in Orcutt Schools
Starting with this issue the Pioneer is now
adding full color printing! Advertisers, you may
upgrade your ads to take advantage of this new
capability for less than you'd expect. Contact

These kids know how to beat the heat
during the lazy days of summer.

us at 937-9087 for details.
Readers, be sure to let us know what you
think of our new look.

Local girls feed the ducks at Waller Park
during a warm weekend afternoon.

The Aquacenter is Ready to Go Pending a
Santa Maria City Lawsuit Over Water
The proposed Orcutt Aquacenter, including a six million dollar swimming pool and
recreation center on Hummel Road, is stalled
because of water issues according to Scott
Brownell, president of the Aquacenter Board
of Directors.
Brownell says Santa Barbara County has
cleared, “…traffic, airport, fire department,
salamander issues…we are all done except
for water.” He says the Aquacenter is involved
in a lawsuit with the city of Santa Maria over a
water commitment. The county is insisting the
project have a long-term water guarantee and
the Aquacenter is attempting to resolve the
issue with California Cities Water, the county
and the city of Santa Maria.

About 450 thousand dollars has been raised
toward the project proposed for the 15 acre
site donated by Mid-State Bank near the intersection of Hummel Road and Union Valley
Parkway.
Plans include an Olympic sized pool, an
indoor recreation pool, a therapy pool and
water play area with slide. Also planned is a
community center.
Brownell says the Aquacenter will be within
walking distance of seven Orcutt schools.
Aquacenter monthly meetings are held on the
first Thursday of each month at 6:00pm at the
Oasis Senior Center in Old Orcutt. “Anybody
interested in recreation in Orcutt is welcome,”
he says.

If A Child Is Convicted, Parents Pay
Orcutt School District officials are adamant
that parents pay for their children’s vandalism
“to the fullest extent of the law,” according to
Superintendent Sharon McHolland.
In light of vandalism problems at several Orcutt schools, letters are blitzing neighborhoods
requesting homeowners be on the look-out for
troublemakers. The district is also setting up
video cameras at schools and the sheriff’s
department is providing extra patrols around
schools.
School officials say that this summer has seen
more vandalism than usual, including the forty
thousand dollar price tag on the Memorial Day
weekend incident when three juveniles trashed
and set fire to rooms in a wing at Orcutt Junior
High School.
The vandalism at Ralph Dunlap School has
been “especially frightening,” according to Rita
Jermyn, the district’s Director of Maintenance
and Transportation. “There have been several
fires at the school - one fire was set to a trash
can near a gas main. In another incident, the

Orcutt Pioneer
4620 Via Nina
Orcutt, CA 93455

kids put burning materials into tractor gas
tanks.” Irrigation pipes have been ripped
out; outdoor lunch eating tables stacked ten
tables high.
Jermyn says neighbors have called authorities
to report drinking and late night gatherings on
the campus. “Neighbors have been terrific,”
she says.
McHolland says several students have been
expelled and the district is relying on the court
system to require the costs of the damage be
repaid by the vandals’ parents.
Local Superior Court Judge Barbara Beck
says, “Parents are stunned that they have to
pay. Even if the parents can’t afford the cost of
their children’s misdeeds, the court still goes
after them.”
The judge explains that when parents get the
bill, they can request a hearing to schedule a
payment plan. If the family does not make full
restitution, the court can request that a civil
judgment be levied.
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Orcutt Business Roundup

New Owner for First Street Hair Company
Katherine Williamson, the new owner of
First Street Hair Company in Old Orcutt, had
the dream to own and operate her own beauty
salon. She knew what it would be like, a small
shop in a small town where everyone knew
everybody…something like the shop in the
movie Steel Magnolias. “I kept my eyes open
for the right place,” she explains. But it wasn’t
her eyes that brought her to First Street Hair
Company, it was her ears. While working in
another local salon, she heard a rumor from a
sales rep that the previous owner was looking
to slow down. After hearing the same rumor
from a couple of other sources, she decided
make a fateful phone call. A couple of months
later, she owned her dream salon.
First Street Hair Company is located in the La
Puerta building next to the post office in Old
Orcutt. On any given day, one might run into a
neighbor under the dryer reading a magazine
or getting her nails done. The two stylists are
experienced in all hair styles and ages and

can do perms, highlights and lowlights and
colorings. The salon is one of only a few
nationwide to use Great Length Hair Extensions with cold fusion technology. “This is an
excellent product,” Katherine explains, “it is
guaranteed not to damage the client’s hair.”
The manicurists specialize in gel nails and can
also do manicures and pedicures.
First Street Hair Company carries more
than twenty-five different hair care products
for purchase at very competitive prices, and
if they do not have a product you are looking
for, they will special order it.
First Street Hair Company is located at 149 S
First Street in Old Orcutt. Hours are Tuesday
1-6, Wednesday – Friday 10-5:30 and Saturday
10-4:00. They are also open nights and other
times by appointment. The phone number is
937-0519
Bring Your Ad to life
with COLOR!
Call 937-9087

Snag-it Tag-it
Bag-it Boutique
Michelle Kelly Leachman, Mortgage Loan Manager
Phone: (805) 934-8607 • Voice Mail: (805) 349-1530 • Fax: (805) 934-3059
1157 E. Clark Ave. Ste.G • Santa Maria, CA 93455 • email: michelle@mainstreamfinancial.com

Richard’s Guns
& Gunsmithing

Arts & Crafts Faire
Saturday, August 16,
10AM-3PM
Don’t forget Friday Nite
BBQ & Music

(805) 934-3471

Your Local Dealer
for Ten Years!

Sales • Repair • Trade
Consignments Welcome
New & Used Handguns, Shotguns & Rifles
Handgun Safety Certificate Available

Ph. (805) 938-0383
Fax (805) 938-0373

149 South 1st St. #D
Orcutt, CA 93455

Next to the Post Office at Clark & First St.
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Featured Special!

Mondays & Tuesdays Only
$9.00 1 topping large pizza,
Eat in or take out! ($10.50 if delivered)
No Coupon Needed!

1100

$

+tax

Located in Old Town Orcutt
At the Orcutt Trade Center
135 W. Clark
(805) 937-5108
Fri., Sat. 10AM-5PM, Sun 11-4

16” 2 Topping Pizza
Orcutt Pioneer Coupon • Expires 9/15/03

3470 Orcutt Road
Evergreen Shopping Center

938-1126

Up to 25 words, just $5; add bold for only 10 cents per word. Let the
Orcutt community know about your items for sale, garage sales, help
wanted etc.. at a minimum cost. Bring ad and payment to Home
Realty, Attn.: Steve Southwick, in the Albertson’s Shopping Center.

Pine Firewood 1/2-cord $50; full-cord $90. Proceeds
benefit Friends of Waller Park 934-6123
Child Care! Licensed, loving and experienced (15+yrs)
Ages 1-6 preschool activities. M-Th 937-7902 x2
Handfed, very sweet baby cockatiels for sale $55.
Also bird diapers for sale. Loriann 937-7388
Loving, quality Child Care. Licensed, experienced.
Monday through Friday, Patterson Rd. School area
938-1502
Artisian Faire at the Loading Dock on Saturday, August
16. Local artwork and craft items for sale. Artists
are needed to sell their wares. Mary Ellen or Marty
934-3471
Christian home. Female preferred. 1-bedroom,
private bath $450. 1-bedroom, shared bath, $430.
$150 deposit. Utilities included. Great neighborhood,
no pets. Leave message 925-0903
Interested in building a career by mentoring others?
Let’s Talk. CONTACT: Marie Knutzen - Avon Independent Sales Representative at (805) 922-6072 or
Marie4avon720@avon.net
FOR SALE Microwave Cart, 3 shelves with doors. $75.
Student Desk $10. 878-1739
Need parts for Model A Ford 1928-1931 937-4287
Room for rent in great neighborhood near Village
Drive, Orcutt Y area, no smoking---utilities included,
DSL available. $375 per month, plus $100 deposit
934-3159
Queen size sofa bed---$350.00 Like New. Love seat--$275.00 OBO 934-0629
“Doctor” type scale $55.00, Sofa bed $115.00, Two
swivel rockers $125.00 each, Three 6’X6’ roll-up
blinds---$5.00 each, 937-4558
Free loveseat, blue background with peach flowers.
Good condition. 937-5884
Pine Firewood, 1/2-cord $50; full cord $90. Proceeds
benefit Friends of Waller Park 934-6123
Handfed, very sweet baby cockatiels for sale $55.
Also bird diapers for sale. Loriann 937-7388
Artisan Faire at The Loading Dock on Saturday, August
16. Forty local artists selling art and craft items.
Car Stereo Parts Sanyo in-dash AM/FM CD $50, Jet
Sound 120W amp $30, MEI 200W amp $50, MEI
3-way active crossover $50, Eclipse 6x9 3-way
speakers (2) $100, Night Stalker 10" woofers (2)
in a custom-built box, fits hatchback. $250. James
878-1739 leave message

The Victorian
Stained Glass
Works

THE NEW

Open 10:00-5:30 Tue-Fri.
Sat 10:00-4:00
Closed Sunday & Monday

Richard & Grace Byrd

315 S. Broadway • Old Orcutt

An Unique Country
Boutique
Gifts, Collectibles
And More…

Pioneer Classifieds

Supplies, Classes, and Custom Work

A Good Relationship...
Because We Mean Business
Oak Knolls
Village North
1125 East Clark Avenue
Santa Maria

(805) 937-8234
125 W. Clark Avenue Orcutt, CA 93455
(Orcutt Trade Center)

JUMP FOR FUN

361 Town Center West
Santa Maria

NEW So. Broadway
Branch Now Open!
2339 SO. BROADWAY
at McCoy Lane
We have the lowest prices and the
best selection of styles and themes
in town, also Sno-Cone, Popcorn &
Cotton Candy Machines

✓ 4 Drive-up Lanes
✓ 1 Drive-up ATM
✓ 1 Walk-up ATM

346-8000

Major Credit Cards Accepted

MEMBER
FDIC

925-3141
www.jumpforfun.com
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100 Years of the Ford Motor Car
An Old Town Orcutt Car Show Celebration

Orcutt Students to Greet
Two New Principals

June 6, 2003, marked the 100th anniversary
of Ford Motor Company. To celebrate, Santa
Maria A’s Model A Club is sponsoring an All
Ford Car Show and Swap Meet in Old Orcutt,
Saturday, September 13 at Broadway and Clark

Two Orcutt schools will have new principals on opening day this fall: Don Hart will
be making a cross-Orcutt switch from Pine
Grove School to Patterson Road. The district
is looking statewide for a principal for Pine
Grove School and according to Superintendent
Sharon McHolland, “the new principal should
be in the principal’s office before opening day
September 3rd.”
In a letter to Patterson Road parents, Hart
said he will “always treasure my time spent at
Pine Grove School and cherish the collegiality that has formed over the years. I am very
confident that the Patterson Road community
has that same collegiality, and that we will
continue to work together toward improving
student learning.”
Hart came to Pine Grove in 1998 from
Camarillo where he was a principal in the
Pleasant Valley School District. His wife Debbie teaches at Alice Shaw school. They have
four children.
Hart said he will be in his office starting
August 18 and is requesting parents to stop
by and introduce themselves.
The shuffle was initiated when Kevin Grier,
Patterson’s principal for the past three years,
accepted a position at a junior high in Claremont, California.

McCord says they expect cars from all over
California. “This will be the biggest event in
Old Orcutt since car shows were held here in
the 1970’s.”
Organizers are planning raffle prizes, lots
of food, awards in each division, and Bailey notes that a
portion of the proceeds goes
towards Automotive Technology
Scholarships at Allan Hancock
College.
Registration for the event
is $10.00 for each Ford car
or truck aged through 1973.
Registration is also $10.00 for
all vendors, sellers and cars
for sale.
The swap meet will be for auto
parts only.
The Airport Radisson is the
Jay McCord in his 1929 Ford Roadster. This and scores of
host hotel and is offering speother classics will be on display at the Ford Car Show and
cial rates for attendees for the
Swap Meet in Old Town Orcutt, Saturday, September 13.
weekend.
Hours for the event:
Streets. Nearly eighty classic Fords will be in
Swap
meet
registration6:00am, Swap Meet
town for the show--- from Model T’s which
opens
to
the
public7:00am,
Car registrationfirst came off Henry Ford’s innovative assembly
7:30am-9:00am. Car Show- 9:00am-3:00pm.
line in 1909 to the Model A to the Mustang,
For registration, contact Chuck Bailey 937Thunderbird, and Edsel.
8257
or csbailey@impulse.net or Jay McCord
Jay McCord along with Chuck Bailey of the
937-4287 or jemccord@aol.com.
local Model A Club are coordinating the event.

How much is enough?
You’ve saved a nest egg. You hope it’s enough. But how can you
be sure?
At American Express we can offer you financial advice on investment
strategies, tax planning, estate planning and more to help you reach
your goals. Get the insight you need to make smarter decisions. So you
can take control of your future.

(805) 937-1002
127 W. Clark Ave, Suite 209, Orcutt, CA 93455

Scout Proposes
Cemetery Garden
as Eagle Project
Local Scout Brad Jarvis has selected the Pine
Grove Cemetery site as his Eagle project. The
cemetery is in need of upgrades, including
development and planting of an additional
garden. He says the cemetery district has been
planning the garden for some time but lack of
funding has delayed the effort. The cost of the
project is $4500.
Much of the work will be volunteered by
Scouts and local businesses are donating
materials, expertise, and cash. Jarvis is on the
hunt for trees, shrubs, perennials, boulders,
decomposed granite, wood planks, irrigation
supplies, interlocking pavers and bender
board.
Anybody who would like to contribute, call
934-0528.

Appliance Repairs • New & Renewed Appliances

19 937-1600

$

95*

*Trip Charge.
Plus Parts and/or Labor
Plus estimate fee if not repaired

Certified Appliance Service • 120 E. Clark Ave. Old Town Orcutt

American Express
Financial Advisors Inc.
Member NASD

Principal Don Hart is moving from
Pine Grove to Patterson

Terry Dworaczyk, MS, CFP
Financial Advisor

American Express Financial Advisors Inc. Member NASD. American Express Company is separate from American Express
Financial Advisors Inc. and is not a broker-dealer.
© 1998-2002 American Express Financial Corporation. All Rights Reserved. 7/02

it’s not too soon to start investing

forcollege.
Before you know it, college will be here. Start planning for it with the
help of someone who’s always been there for you. See me about the
potential tax benefits of a State Farm® College Savings Plan account.
TM

established 1978

SALE!

Kelly’s
Kids

we live where you live.

Clothes That Wear And Wear And Wear

Coordinate the Family For Fall!

50% OFF
SELECTED
ITEMS!
1108 E Clark Ave • 937-8766

Infants, Girls & Boys
Quality Clothing with
Matching Outfits for Mom
Request your FREE
fall catalog today.
Book a Kelly’s Kids Party &
WIN FREE CLOTHING!
Central Coast Sales Rep
Tammany White
(805) 937-2890

Mike Spears
Registered Representative
805-937-7275
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.®
The State Farm College Savings Plan (the “plan”) is sponsored by the State of Nebraska and administered by the Nebraska State Treasurer. The plan is
established in cooperation with the State Farm VP Management Corp. (“State Farm”), A I M Distributors, Inc. and the State of Nebraska, pursuant to which State
Farm offers classes of shares in a series of accounts within the Nebraska Educational Savings Plan Trust (the “Trust”) that are managed and distributed by
A I M Capital Management, Inc. (“AIM”) and its affiliates. The trust offers other accounts not affiliated with the plan. State Farm does not provide investment
management services for the plan and the plan and the accounts in the plan are not insured or guaranteed by State Farm, AIM, Union Bank and Trust Company,
the Trust, the State of Nebraska, any of their respective affiliates, directors, officers or agents, or any other
Not
•No Bank Guarantee
entity. State Farm and AIM are not affiliates. A I M Distributors, Inc. is the distributor of the plan. State Farm VP
FDIC
Management Corp. is a separate entity from those State Farm entities which provide banking products and
•May
Lose
Value
Insured
insurance products. State Farm VP Management Corp., One State Farm Plaza, Bloomington, Illinois, 61710-0001
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Letter to the Editor
The Santa Maria Times recently ran an editorial entitled “NIMBY Attitude Not Acceptable”
criticizing, according to the editorial, “Orcutt
residents’ attitudes about higher density housing
to accommodate working-class families.” The
editorial was reaction to a County sponsored
open house at Patterson Road school July 24
to get input from Orcutt residents on the state
mandate to place over three thousand housing
units in Orcutt. The editorial continued, “We like
the county planners’ approach, which involves
increasing density in order to prevent urban
sprawl. Preserving open space and agriculture
should be prime objectives in any countywide
development blueprint.” The following is a letter to the Orcutt Pioneer from Steve LaBard of
the Old Town Orcutt Revitalization Association
(OTORA).

What’s wrong with dumping most of the
State mandated affordable housing in Old
Town Orcutt on the Hartnell property? First
off before you write any more articles “NIMBY
Attitude Not Acceptable” take a drive through
Old Town Orcutt. Drive down the residential

streets and the alleys and tell me what you see.
While you’re there notice the small old run
down homes that were brought down from
the Orcutt Hills in the early 1900’s, notice the
broken down cars, boats, and trailers, parked
along side of the road, notice the trailer park
that looks like its from the early 1900’s, notice
the gas station lots that have been empty for
years, notice the sidewalks or lack of them.
What you will see is a town in disrepair that
is struggling to improve with what seems like
little help from the outside. Most of Old Town
Orcutt is affordable or low income housing,
much of it shabby.
OTORA the “Old Town Orcutt Revitalization
Association” is trying to make a difference.
We are a grassroots organization formed to
revitalize Old Town Orcutt. OTORA is made
up of Old Town Orcutt property owners, business owners, employees and residents. Our
goal is to clean up this town and make it a
real community.
OTORA believes that by working on the commercial core first we can improve the atmosphere through private investment and change
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attitudes by example. Once the commercial
district gains momentum it is our hope that
the residents will take our lead, embracing
community pride.
We have been working with Santa Barbara
County to implement the Orcutt Community
Plan (Old Town) that was passed by the Board
of Supervisors in 1997. Part of the plan states
“Old Town has potential to become the cultural
center of Orcutt with the addition of pedestrian-oriented uses such as a movie theater,
a small live theater, antique stores, a bed and
breakfast, restaurants, and similar commercial uses; it would be the ideal location for a
community center. Old Town could also take
advantage of the attractiveness of the Valley and
offer more regional business such as a winery.
To meet these needs, the area needs physical
improvements as well as concerted efforts by
local residents, businesses and property owners to improve Old Town and create a thriving
living and shopping atmosphere.”
Part of Old Town zoning is mixed residential
and commercial use. An example would be
an Italian Deli on Clark Ave at the street level

with an apartment or two above it. This zoning
was created to help revitalize Old Town Orcutt,
providing affordable housing, while preventing
urban sprawl.
Old Town Orcutt has a real opportunity to
become a thriving, unique, one of a kind, small
town, an asset to Santa Barbara County. Let’s fix
what’s here first before we add more to it, lest
we create a mess that we will never fix.
Steve LeBard
Letters may be sent to: Editor, Orcutt
Pioneer, 4620 Via Nina, Orcutt, CA 93454
or emailed to orcuttpioneer@yahoo.com
Letters may be edited for space or clarity.

air Co.
First Street H
LINDA GRABLER
Manicurist • Nail Technician
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OFF

any
Manicure
Pedicure • Fill

Pioneer Coupon • Exp 9-15-03

Kay Flagg,
Owner

(805) 934-4429
127-A E. Clark Ave
Old Town Orcutt

OFF

any
Full Set
of Nails

Pioneer Coupon • Exp 9-15-03

2218 S. Thornburg
Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 925-3011 Fax 925-6539

937-0519
149 South First Street, Orcutt

and Beauty Supply
We feature over 25
different product lines!
Pioneer Coupon

$2 OFF
Featuring Great Lengths Hair
Extensions by Katherine Williamson
Only professional salon on
the Central Coast using cold
fusion technology.

937-0519

Any Hair Spray
Expires 9-15-03

149 S. First Street
Next to the Post Office in Old Orcutt
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Spring Test Results Show Orcutt School District Children Performing Well
This summer the California Department of
Education released its first 2002 Adequate
Year Progress base report and generally
Orcutt schools out-paced federal goals for
the percentage of students exceeding state
standards in Language Arts and
Math. Under the provisions of
the No Child Left Behind Act,
signed by President Bush in
January of 2002, 13.6 percent
of students at the district,
school, and sub-group levels
(Asian, Hispanic, White, SocioEconomically Disadvantaged,
English Learner and Special
Education students) must meet
state standards in Language Arts
and 16 percent of the students
must meet or exceed state standards in Math. That percentage
rises each year until 2014 when
every student must be at state
standard levels.
District wide, 45.6 percent of
Orcutt students were proficient or above in
Language Arts; 48.3 percent in Math. In each
subgroup listed above, Orcutt students wellexceeded the 13.6 percent Language Arts and
16 percent Math goal, the only exception being
children classified as English Learner/Language
Arts. Thirteen percent of those students met
the standard.
Bottom line: of the fourteen sub-groups for

Language Arts and Math, thirteen were well
above proficiency levels. (See chart below).
To be numerically significant, all of the
sub-groups in the district must have 95% of
the children in that group take the tests. In

two sub-groups, Special Education/Math and
Special Education/Language Arts, the number
of children taking the test fell slightly short of
that goal, responding at 91.3 percent and 92.6
percent respectively.
The Academic Performance Index (API) has
enabled the public to compare Orcutt schools
with other schools throughout the state. The
state has identified 800 as the API target score

Ice Cream • Yogurt • Smoothies

ICE CREAM
Nowing
p
Scoo

- 100% Natural
- Super Premium
- Gourmet Flavor Selection

SMOOTHIES

!
w
Ne

teachers by 2005-2006.
All students will attain “proficiency” in reading and math by 2014, including students with
disabilities and English learners.
All English learners will be proficient in
English.
All students will learn in schools that are
safe and drug free.
All students will graduate from high
school.
Details on statewide scores, No Child Left
Behind, and Orcutt School District scores
are available at the California Department of
Education website at www.cde.ca.gov/

for California schools. The statistics gathered
by the API report helps the state fulfill the requirements of the federal law. Orcutt’s overall
district API score is 775, well above the state
average, and almost reaching the 800 goal.
In the API scores, overall scores are listed for
each school in the state along with a ‘similar
school ranking’ which compare schools to
other schools who have a similar socioeconomic makeup. The rankings are on a 1-10
scale with ten the highest. Individual Orcutt
area school scores are as follows:
Dunlap: Base score 805 rank 9
Similar schools rank 5
Grisham: Base score 783 rank 8
Similar schools rank 4
Nightingale: Base score 791 rank 8
Similar schools rank 9
Patterson: Base score 782 rank 8
Similar schools rank 7
Pine Grove: Base score 761 rank 7
Similar schools rank 3
Shaw : Base score 761 rank 7
Similar schools rank 5
Lakeview Jr. Hi: Base score 751 rank 8
Similar schools rank 9
Orcutt Jr. Hi: Base score 765 rank 8
Similar schools rank 4
Under the federal legislation, the State Board
of Education has the responsibility to oversee
implementation of the No Child Left Behind
law. The provisions include:
All students will be taught be highly qualified

- Real Fruit
- 100% Premium Fruit Juices
- Full Enhancement Line

Locally Owned & Operated
by Orcutt Residents
• Carpet & Furniture Cleaning
• State of the Art
• Truck Mount Steam Cleaning
• Pet Odor Deodorizer
• 30 Years Experience

(805) 934-2217
$49.95 Up to 400 Square Feet

Specializing in:
Repairs ~ Restretches
Protective Coatings ~ Flood Damage
Auto Carpet Detailing
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COUPON

$

1 OFF

any ice cream

Located at 1102 E. Clark Avenue in the Albertsons
Shopping Center. NEW HOURS: Mon-Fri 7 AM-10 PM,
Sat & Sun 8 AM - 10 PM. Expires 9-15-03

COUPON

$

1 OFF

any smoothie

Located at 1102 E. Clark Avenue in the Albertsons
Shopping Center. NEW HOURS: Mon-Fri 7 AM-10 PM,
Sat & Sun 8 AM - 10 PM. Expires 9-15-03

Located at 1102 E. Clark Avenue in the Albertsons Shopping Center, next to Blockbuster
NEW HOURS: Mon-Fri 7 AM-10 PM, Sat & Sun 8 AM - 10 PM
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Support Old Orcutt Revitalization

A Commentary by Ken McCalip

Orcutt’s colorful past should make Old Orcutt’s
revitalization a top community priority. Despite
rezoning over twenty years ago to encourage development with a Western theme on Clark Avenue,
progress has been minimal and we should be
asking why?
Early historical records and a book by Bob Nelson
called “Old Town
Orcutt” tells us that in 1868, Absolom Stubblefield, fresh from the Northern California gold fields,
made his way down the treacherous Cuesta Grade.
He traveled with his family, Indian guides and 160
head of cattle and horses to take advantage of the
Homestead Act of 1862 to make his home on 320
acres of free government land in the Orcutt foothills.
Other homesteaders with familiar names such as
Halloway, Righetti, Twitchell, Glines, Hobbs and
Martin soon followed. A former Irish soldier, Don
Patrico O’Neill, opened a trading center, La Graciosa, consisting of a store and saloon, around1863
near the present location of Old Town Orcutt and
by 1870 it had 370inhabitants living in surrounding shanties. The saloon doubled as a school,
courthouse and post office. The small community
was served by the Coast Line Stage Company which
also went through the new settlements of Guadalupe and Los Alamos.The part-time court room in
the saloon accommodated the justice of the peace
who had jurisdiction from the Santa Maria River
to Santa Barbara. The wearing of hats and other
disruptions were not allowed when court was in
session; however, fines were frequently forgiven if
the offender bought a round of drinks for all. Like
other western towns the forerunner of Orcutt was
rough and had its share of homicides. The first two

recorded were between arguing cattlemen and later
between drinkers in the saloon.
Just as in a western movie the area had a famous
outlaw, Solomon Pico. Pico inhabited Solomon
Peak, where he had an excellent view of riders
coming across the dusty Santa Maria Valley. Pico
arranged ambushes as the unsuspecting travelers
slowed to come up Solomon Grade. The stage was
held up many times and many towns folks thought
it was because the postmaster was part of the gang,
but more than likely the gang could see the coach
leave from their vantage point on Solomon Peak.
It is said Solomon Pico’s Desperados later became
the basis for early western movies.
An 1877 land dispute caused La Graciosa to fade
to a memory until the oil boom of 1904 revived the
area. During the first 100 days after “Old Maud”
came in on Orcutt Hill, the oil gusher produced
1 million barrels of oil. By 1906 Orcutt, named
after William Orcutt, a Union Oil geologist, was
a bigger trading center than Santa Maria. As late
as 1905cattle were still driven down the dirt road
of Clark Avenue on the way to the rail center.
Orcutt was primarily an oil boom town, but it
still maintained its ranching influence and it still
lacked many of the refinements of larger towns.
Cowboys and oil workers bellied up to the bars
and the boom attracted prostitutes, many saloons,
drinking and gambling. Slowly over the years the
town was tamed.
Rich and colorful historical character needs to
be captured in the revitalization of this important
central coast asset, but through the years Old Orcutt
has been in and out of the
North County 4th and 5th Districts as it has slum-

bered as a low priority at the hands of a string of
local county supervisors. Zoning problems, excessive development fees, lack of parking and drainage
problems have made it economically impractical to
develop many of the small 50-foot lots with attractive western buildings. Old Orcutt is such an important community asset the county should consider
lowering development fees in the historic district to
encourage development in addition to solving the
other issues that hinder development.
Fortunately, we currently have a 4th district
county supervisor who is interested in listening to
a newly formed grass roots group called the Orcutt
Revitalization Association which is working on these
issues. This group has an impressive vision for Old
Orcutt that needs to be fulfilled.

Old Orcutt has the potential to become a pedestrian friendly, western-style trading and cultural
center with many small shops, restaurants and a
creek-side park that will encourage people to slow
down and enjoy life.
Give this grass roots group your support by writing or calling your local supervisor at 346-8407 or
jgray@co.santa-barbara.ca.us and insist the county
support and give leadership to these efforts.
Ken McCalip is a native Santa Marian and
a retired principal/superintendent who holds
bachelor and doctorate degrees in history, cultural geography and law from various California
universities. He is a community member of the
Old Orcutt Board of Architectural Review. He
can be reached at: foxmt.one@verizon.net.

Dr. Robert D. Turton, DDS
Santa Maria Family Dentistry

Serving The Central
Coast Since 1955

Treat Yourself to Our Soft Touch
Experience the dental care that makes our office special.
It’s Sensitive. Considerate. Senior Citizen Discounts*
Most insurance plans accepted – we file your claim.
Interest free payment plans upon credit approval.

stocks • mutual funds • bonds

• Municipal
Tax-exempt Bonds
• Blue Chip Stocks
• Local Independent
Bank Shares
• Mutual Funds
George H. Crosby

COME PLAY!

Call Today to schedule your appointment!

Cedar Swingsets,
Forts and Playsets
Buy Factory Direct
and Save $$$

NEW Laser Caries Detector – Early decay detection, promotes minimal invasive treatment and is painless.
State of the Art Intraoral Camera • Strict Sterilization Techniques
Computerized Anesthesia Delivery for Maximum Comfort

• Cosmetic Dentistry • Extractions • Denture • Teeth Cleaning
• Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges • Emergency Treatment • Porcelain Veneers
* Patients with no insurance

(805) 922-6901 • 800-244-4183

Come play in our showroom at
1020 W. Betteravia Road

1862 South Broadway, Suite 100
Santa Maria, CA 93454

(805) 346-1740

Member NASD • Member SIPC

ORCUTT

Over 18
Years
Experience

1157 East Clark Avenue, Suite A
Orcutt, CA 93455

805

938-7645

r

TM

937-5340 $5.00 OFF SMOG CHECK
937-6641 PASS OR DON’T PAY!
100 E. Clark Ave
Orcutt, CA 93455

OIL CHANGES
AS LOW AS
$
00
Dena - 17 years, Paul - 19 years, Jeff - 20 years. That’s 56 years
of experience in vehicle repair right here in Orcutt!
Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

s r

New Patients Welcome • Bilingual

17

+tax

76 Oil • ask for details

29

$

00

Plus $8.25 for
Certificate

Regular price $34.00

With this Pioneer
1/15/2000
Plus Coupon
$8.25• Expires
Certificate

Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.
Coupons May Not Be Combined With
Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With
coupon only • Please call for appointment.
Expires 9-15-03
s r

r

TM
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Community Events
Monthly or Weekly Events

First Tuesday of Each Month, 7pm: Santa
Maria Valley Singles Club. Century 21 building
at corner of Miller and Santa Maria Way. Singles
aged 50+ invited. Info: Lori 928-3319.
First Friday of Each Month, 7:30 pm: Los Padres Artist Guild Meeting, OASIS Senior Center,
420 E. Soares, Old Orcutt. Everyone welcome.
Info: 937-4482
First Saturday of Each Month: Natural History
Museum presents an interactive activity featuring a live animal. Located at 412 S. McClelland
in Santa Maria. Open 12-3 Wednesdays, 11-4
Saturdays and by appointment. Admission is

Acorn Plaza Beauty
Supply & Salon

Beauty Supplies
Hair & Nail Care

free. Information 614-0806.
First & Third Wednesday of Each Month:
6:30 pm: Orcutt Lions Club Meeting. Hospitality, Dinner. Membership information:
Louie 938-1248.
Second Sunday of Month: 1:00 pm:The
National Association of Watch and Clock Collectors meet at the Orcutt Youth Recreation
Hall, 725 Foster Rd. If you have an old clock
or watch and would like help identifying or
valuing it, come see us. Info: Jerry Freedman
528-3100.
First Saturday of Each Month: Flea Market
at The Loading Dock, 315 S. Broadway, Old
Orcutt, rain cancels. Info on booth rental or
other: 934-3471

NOW OPEN!
Looking for something special?
We’ll find it!!!

Featuring:

Sebastian • Paul Mitchell
Joico • Nexus • Redken
KMS • Nioxin • “ABBA”
Matrix • Biolage • Back to Basics

(805) 934-7121
4869 S. Bradley Rd.

Orcutt
Christian
Church
SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM
BIBLE STUDIES:
Monday Evening 7:00 PM
Tuesday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 PM

Dr. Archie Miller, Pastor
937-1641
Sunday, April 20th
204 Patterson Rd., Orcutt

Star of
Bethlehem
Lutheran
Church
- WELS
Worship Service
10:00 AM
Sunday School and Bible Class
9:00 AM
Call 937-0339
4465 S. Blosser Road
(north of Clark Ave in Old Orcutt)
Holding out the Word of Life in Orcutt

Commercial • Residential
New Construction

7
Second Monday of Each Month 7pm: Orcutt
Garden Club Meeting, Pollinger Hall at Oak
Knolls Haven 4845 S. Bradley Rd. Gardeners
welcome!
Second Wednesday of each month: The
Newcomers Club of Santa Maria Valley has a
luncheon. Info: 934-2627
Second Thursday of Each Month 11:30am:
50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis
de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, for
community news and potluck lunch. Info:
937-3119.
Second Thursday of each month Friends of
the Orcutt Library 4:30pm at Sunny Hills Mobile
Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. Clark, Orcutt.
Info: 934-8325 Tom Elerding.
Second Saturday of Each Month
8 – 10
am: All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior
Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt. Adults
$3.50, Children $2.00
Second Saturday of Each Month, 10:30am:The
Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters
Of The American Revolution meeting. Info:
934-4438
Third Tuesday of Each Month : Central Coast

Hours:
Mon - Fri 9-5 • Saturday 9-2
Sunday by Appt

Dr. David Hensiek
Chiropractor

Special Events
Thursday, August 28, 11:45 to 1:15, Maria
del Sol, 1405 E. Main., Santa Maria. “Shape up
Your Life” with fitness instructor Lisa Griffith,
Santa Maria Christian Women’s Club luncheon
Griffith will tell you how to use it or lose it.
$10 at the door. Guest speaker will be Missy
McCroskey who, through humor, will map out
her joyful journey despite detours. Info: Fran
938-0767 or Betty 937-1457.
Saturday, August 30: OASIS Senior Center Giant Yard Sale and BBQ. Sale 8:00am. Chicken
BBQ by Kiwanis 11 to 3. 1/2 chicken, salad,
garlic bread and beans---$6.00. Tickets at OASIS in advance and get a free soft drink. T
Monday, september 15, 6 pm: Cub Scout
Pack 95 Ice Cream Social. Boys and families
who are interested in scouting invited. St. Louis
de Montfort church hall.

Jim P. Massung
Agent
CA State Lic. #0D62159
The Company You Keep®
www.newyorklife.com

(805) 922-8700
1020 W. Betteravia Road
Lic #596874

Come See What
We Have Now!

Computer Club 4C’s; Knollwood Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley. 5:45 PM. starting
time for internet. 6:00 PM. starting time for
windows and guest orientation. Visitors are
welcome.

235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
(805) 937-2015 • Fax (805) 937-2016

New York Life Insurance Company
468 North Center Ct.
Santa Maria, CA 93455
Res. 805 937-5084
Cell 805 748-4315

Steinfelt Realty

Summer’s here and we have lots of pre-qualified buyers in every price range. If you’re thinking about
selling, now is the time. Call us for a free market analysis on your home. Ask about our commission rates!
NEW ORCUTT LISTING! 4 br/
2bth with a shop, light & bright
with windows everywhere. Nice
tile in kitchen & entry, absolutely
beautiful landscaping, covered
patio and a dog run. Will have
new roof. You have to see this
one, won’t last long! $339,900.
ORCUTT! 3 bdrm/2 baths,
located on almost 1/3 of an acre.
Family rm w/fireplace, formal
dining room. Living room. Country
feeling with room to roam. Granny
unit can be added. $429,000.

2 /2%
1

will sell your home!
Full Service
at its best!
Call for details.

FOXENWOODS BEAUTY! 4 bd/3
baths, has been completely
remodeled. New tile roof, new
carpet, new paint inside & out,
newtile floors & granite kitchen
counters. $549,000.
NEW SANTA MARIA LISTINGS!
5 bd/2.5 ba, parlor room is an
additional 6th bedroom. Family
room, dining room and many
extras. Perfect for the extra large
family. Listed at $424,900

No staying home to show your own property. We do all the work.

We Need Listings!
Lender available for Questions or Prequalifications.
Stop by for a list of properties for sale in your area.
Member MLS.

934-4322

Ron Steinfelt
714-9676

Debbie Murphree Therese Fabela
896-6717
878-1036

J. Leo Uriarte
Se Habla Español
268-2865

Jim Duckworth
245-9652

Knollwood Professional Building
1105 E. Foster Rd. Ste. B • Santa Maria, CA
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(805) 934-3369
1140 E. Clark Ave #170, Santa Maria, CA
Located in the Albertson’s Shopping Center
“There’s no place like Home.”
www.callhomerealty.com

Curt Cragg
934-3369

Don’t get lost in the big franchise shuffle!
Keep your business at “home” where
you could sell for as little as

Charlene Miller
478-8842

1%

Call your neighborhood
Realtors® for an
appointment today!
Mary Ann Wright
331-0995

Dorothy Guida
938-9434

(805)

934-3369

CREAM PUFF IN ORCUTT! This lovely home has newer
flooring and lighting. Great room of the dining room. Absolutely
first class and immaculate throughout. Magnificent landscaping
in front and back yards. Located on cul-de-sac. $369,900.
H415P

BEAUTIFUL BRAND NEW HOMES BEING BUILT in Orcutt area of Santa
Maria. Approx 2530 sq ft and approx 2365 sq ft, with nine ft ceilings, concrete
tile roofs, dual pane windows, and 3 car garages. Tile counters in kitchen and
baths. Tile flooring in entry and kitchen. Carpet in living room, bedrooms, &
halls. Front landscaping with concrete driveway & walkway. Six ft. rear & side
yard fencing with gate. CALL FOR PRICES & MORE DETAIL.

LOOKING FOR A CHANGE?
Look no further! Turn Key business opportunity
available in old Orcutt. Very low monthly rent. Call
today for more information. $139,000. C117P

MANY UPGRADES from top to bottom in this 4 bedroom
home. New vanities. New master bath shower, & newer tile,
vinyl & carpeting. New paint in and out & French doors. Nicely
landscaped yard with sprinklers. Newer furnace & water
heater. Storage shed. French drains. $335,000. V460P

FROM THE WOOD BURNING STOVE in the living room to the classic,
custom made hutch in the dining room to the magnificent backyard with a
myriad of fruit trees, this 3BR/2BA Orcutt home is so inviting. Upgraded
carpet and flooring, and built-in cabinets. Stunning back yard w/huge patio
for entertaining among the roses, fruit trees & berries. $325,900. J189P

BEAUTIFUL “CURT CRAGG” custom built home. Immaculate. Large
great room with formal dining and office/library. Vaulted ceilings, custom
tile accents & oak cabinets thru-out. Huge master bedroom and lovely
master bath including jetted tub. Views to marvelous wrap-around
backyard. $469,900. G640P

CUTE HOME! Upgraded three bedroom home
in Orcutt School District. New paint. Upgraded baths. Nicely
decorated. Large backyard for relaxing or playing with open
patio and BBQ. Separate dining room. $333,000.00 R461P

Barbara Dunn
938-9434

Christy Bagby
714-7726

Miko Nehman
938-9434

Steve Southwick
878-1401

$8800 ROOF CREDIT on this beautiful single story Foxenwood four
bedroom home with plantation shutters. Updated kitchen with tile flooring,
tile counters and white cabinets. Huge living room with bay styled
window. Spacious master bedroom with her/hers closets. Three car
garage with drive-thru to back. $469,900. E445P

OFFICE EXCLUSIVE! Gardener’s Paradise with huge south facing lot, approx
8300 SF with a variety of fruit trees including apple, orange, plum, avocado.
Covered patio. Well cared-for 4 bedroom home with updated baths with newer
enclosures and shower doors. Spacious living room with fireplace! Tile counters
in kitchen with newer dishwasher & hot water heater. $327,900, V122P

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!
Beautiful park-like front yard with shade trees in Orcutt. Three
bedroom, two baths. Fireplace in living room. RV Access. Needs a
little TLC. Approximately 1800 sq ft of potential. $349,900. P115P

Creative Home Property Management for your
Property Management Needs. We have options!
Call Leigh Marchant at 934-4213 today!
Leigh Marchant
934-4213

Your home may be worth more than you think! For a free
Market Analysis, call Home Realty. We have buyers for you!

Shirley Ginn-Fong
878-3968

