
Ricky's House of Pizza

 938-1126 4869 S. Bradley Rd. #106
 Fresh & Easy Shopping Ctr.

 Featured Special!
 Mondays & Tuesdays Only

 $10.25 1 topping large pizza, 
 Eat in or take out! ($11.50 if delivered) 

 No Coupon Needed!

 Need Extra Money?

 Robert 928-9944
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(805) 925-9023

Specializing in Alzeihmer Residents

 805-922-2322

The Luis OASIS Senior Center first 
opened its doors in 1984.  Since then 
they have provided countless seniors 
and other members of the community 
with the opportunity to “increase their 
knowledge and experience in a wide 
variety of subjects.”

As an organization “run by seniors, 
for seniors through the involvement 
of seniors”, OASIS offers programs, 
activities, and events centered around the 
community’s elder set, but often include 
the younger.

From Pilates to Painting, they have 
it all - yoga, reflexology, massage, 
silversmithing, ceramics, line dancing, 
pinochle, ukulele band, bridge club, and 
much, much more.

In addition to classes and lectures 
offered by the center itself, OASIS also 
hosts classes provided by Allan Hancock 
such as floral design and Ukrainian 
egg art.  Support Groups also meet 
at the senior center such as Weight 
Watchers, Alanon Family Group, and 
New Grievers.

According to documents provided by 
Urban Planning Concepts, Rice Ranch 
Ventures, Inc. is requesting changes to 
the Specific Plan of Key Site 12 (Rice 
Ranch) to “address the current and future 
economic and financing challenges with 
home sales”.

The first Rice Ranch models were built 
in 2008, followed by the first sales and 
occupancies in September of that year.  
Although sales and building continued, 
the housing market took a turn.  The 
result was that an average of only one 
house per month has been sold in the 
last two years.

When considering options, developers 
noticed that most of the sixteen 
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OASIS Senior Center Plans Move, Focuses on Capital Campaign

Rice Ranch Developer Considers Redesign

But as anyone involved with the center 
will tell you, OASIS has even greater ties 
to the community.  The Orcutt Garden 
Club, the Orcutt United Soccer League, 
the Los Padres Artist Guild, the Orcutt 
Mineral Society, the Orcutt Historical 
Society, and many other groups utilize the 
center’s facilities for their own meetings.

This hub of activity has grown from 
300 members to over 600 members in just 
the last three years and more people are 
discovering the benefits of membership 
every day.  

As interest grows, plans are also in 
the works to move the senior center to 
a new location on Foster Road.  OASIS 
currently leases from the Orcutt Union 
School District, however the district has 

homebuyers in 2010 were over the age 
of fifty and had certain preferences 
when purchasing a home.  They also 
noticed was that they lost ten sales due 
to tightened loan qualification standards.  
It soon became clear it was time to get 
creative.

The revised Specific Plan would 
redesign the Groves and Meadows 
neighborhood of the Rice Ranch 
development with “a product that targets 
the active adult buyer” and reconfigure 
the Pine Creek multifamily neighborhood 
to be age restricted to fifty-five and older.  
By reducing the size of the lots and 
increasing the number of single story 
homes, they hope to better suit typical 

 

buyer preferences.
“The redesign of Rice Ranch is consistent 

with the overall policy of Key Site 12 and 
the EIR which was processed for the 
Orcutt Community Park and this project,” 
documents state, “It should be noted that 
this redesign will add more CFD fees 
and taxes to the County overall, thereby 
creating a win-win change for the project 
and the County.”

The Orcutt Community Park was built 
for $5 million by Rice Ranch Ventures and 
dedicated to the County in March of 2009.  
The County currently maintains this park. 

Now developers are working with the 
Parks Department to amend Key Site 12 
standards to allow the four additional 

neighborhood parks to be maintained 
by the homeowner’s association, which 
would leave the County to focus its time 
and funds solely on Orcutt Community 
Park.

In addition to rethinking neighborhood 
park maintenance and the number 
and size of future homes, they are also 
considering the best way to incorporate 
affordable housing as stipulated by the 
most recent Housing Element.

On March 9th, the Planning Commission 
voted 4-1 in favor of initiating the request 
for a General Plan amendment and 
Rezone to Key Site 12.

 Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

long-term plans for the land 
that the center sits on.  

With this in mind, they 
procured their new plot 
of land and hope to break 
ground in two years.  The 
new center will provide 
all of the same services it 
does now (lending library, 
meeting rooms, classes, etc.) 

with a few improvements (commercial 
kitchen, lawns, bigger parking lot, etc.).

The new OASIS will be built in three 
phases.  When completed there will be 
areas for lawn bowling, putting, and 
perhaps even gardening.

In the meantime, fundraising efforts 
continue as they always have at the senior 
center.  Bingo nights, pancake breakfasts, 
and membership fees all come together 
to keep things running and this year the 
OASIS April Fools Gala will benefit the 
Raising a New OASIS Campaign.

Tickets for this special event are $75 
and include a BBQ dinner.  There are also 
varying levels of sponsorship available 
and the Gala will feature a cake auction, 

a live auction, a drawing, and a special 
performance by KT’s Gymnastics.

The Gala will be held April 1st at the 
Santa Maria Fairpark Park Plaza Pavilion 
with cocktails at 5:30 and dinner at 6:30.

To find out more about the April Fools 
Gala or to find out more about what 
is offered at the Luis OASIS Senior 
Center, call (805) 937-9750 or visit www.
OASISorcutt.org

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Righetti School Survey Asks 
Parents, Students Their Views

The Santa Maria Joint Union High School  
District is conducting a survey for parents 
and students regarding its school services. 
Righetti High School is a part of this District. To 
participate, visit the sites listed below:

Student Survey
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/333K5LY
Parent Survey—parents with children in 
multiple schools should be requested to 

fill out 1 survey per child.
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/33L2R3N

Spanish Parent Survey
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/3ZTYBQG

The survey window will be open until 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, April 8th.
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 (805) 598-0517
 “M.E.K. IT NOT A PROBLEM
 PLUMBING IS MY KRIER”

 LIC#841548
 REPAIR • REMODEL • NEW CONSTRUCTION

 MATT E. KRIER 
 PLUMBING

 Hydro-Jetting
 Sewer Camera

 & Digital Pipe Locator
 Hydro-Static Leak Detection 

 & Stethoscope
 Apex Water & Polyethylene

 Gas Certified 
 20 Years Experience

Old Orcutt Merchants Association Welcomes New Members

 James Heating & Air Conditioning
 Commercial & Residential • Formerly of G.A.S. Heating & Cooling

 Gary James
 (805) 264-1366

 Lic. 497829
 gjameshvac@aol.com

 Reasonable Rates • All Makes of Furnaces & AC
 Regular Rates Mon-Sat • Senior Discounts 

 Repair • Install/Replace • Maintenance • 36 Yrs Exp.

 RESIDENTIAL FURNACE MAINTENANCE SPECIAL
 $65 PER FURNACE

 Does not include floor furnaces or air filter.

 Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
 State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

 Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

 937-7817 937-7817

 COASTAL  TREE SERVICE COASTAL  TREE SERVICE
 “We go out on a limb for you.”  ®SM

 Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

 • Trimming • Chipping
 • Stump Grinding

 • Removing • 72 Ft Aerial Lift  
 • Land Clearing

 • Homeowner Associations 
 • Property Mgt. Companies

 FREE
 ESTIMATES

 Since 1986

 Massage
 Orcutt

 (805) 287-9924
 4869 S. Bradley Rd #111, Orcutt

 APRIL SPECIAL
 20% OFF

 all massages
 Mon-Wed

 10% OFF
 all massages

 Thur-Sun

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

statefarm.com/green

I'm eco-friendly too.
Whether it's local or global, every little 

bit we do makes a difference. That's 

just part of being there. Like a good 
neighbor, State Farm is there.®

0901000

Efficient and 
resourceful.

Mike Spears, Agent
Insurance Lic. #: 0634487

1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA 93455

Bus: 805-937-7275

Shop 
Orcutt 
First

 805-922-2322

The Old Orcutt Merchants Association 
column will appear as a  reoccurring feature 
written by Old Town Orcutt merchant, Mark 
Steller.

This past August, many Old Orcutt 
merchants formed a business alliance 
cal led the Old Orcutt  Merchants 
Association (OOMA).  The purpose is 
to improve the business climate in Old 
Orcutt by encouraging commerce, enticing 
new businesses, sponsoring community 
events and informing the public of all Old 
Orcutt has to offer.  Three new businesses 
that have joined OOMA, who are also 
newcomers to Old Orcutt, are CarMa 
Designs, Deasee’s Designs and Swack’s 
Pizza.

We want to welcome the most recent 
addition to Old Orcutt, Swack’s Pizza.  
Store owner Paul Swack recently 
purchased the existing Orcutt Hill Pizza 
located at 205 East Clark, and after some 
interior modifications and menu changes, 
opened on Super Bowl Sunday.  Having 
run a successful Swack’s Pizza in Shell 
Beach, Paul is extremely excited to devote 
his energy to this new restaurant where 
he says “business is great.”  Paul’s new 
layout is inviting with increased seating 
and four easily viewed big screen TVs.  
Paul has kept the fabulous salad bar, and 
has added his pizza recipe and five flavors 

of chicken wings.  When asked which was 
Paul’s favorite, he says “it’s between the 
citrus chipotle and mild wings, which 
still has a little kick.  What sets us apart 
from other pizza joints is our high quality 
service and quality pizza, where only the 
freshest and finest ingredients are used”, 
says Swack.  When asked why Paul 
opened his restaurant in Old Orcutt, Paul 
recalls “When Orcutt Hill Pizza went up 
for sale, I immediately wanted to purchase 
the store because I grew up just two blocks 
away.  I wanted to come back to Old Orcutt 
and be a part of the great improvements 
that are going on there.”  Open seven days 
a week, Swacks can handle parties of up 
to sixty people and Paul invites you to try 
his dollar draft beer night every Thursday.

Carma Designs, owned by sisters Mindy 
Anaya and Carrie Curiel, is another new 
gem to Old Orcutt.  Located on the corner 
of Clark and Gray, this unique gift and 

jewelry shop opened in September.  It is 
tastefully decorated and merchandized 
with handcrafted goodies like hair 
accessories and decorative pens.  Many 
of the products sold here are personally 
made by Mindy and Carrie.  When 
asked why she located her business in 
Old Orcutt, Mindy responded “We were 
looking for that small town charm where 
walking and shopping go together”.  She 
further recalls “we were looking for a 
charming old building where the floor 
creaks when you walk on it.”  When 
shopping at Carma Designs, you certainly 
feel that small town charm.

Just down the street at 430 East Clark 
is Deasee’s Designs handcrafted jewelry 
and more.  This family run business is 
owned by Terri Deasee, who says you 
can also often find her husband Randy 
and children Emily and Chase manning 

continued on page 3

 1108 E Clark Ave ¥ 937-8766

 established 1978

 SPRING HAS ARRIVED

 Drop by and Pet our 
 (almost)

 REAL BUNNIES
 plus

 Other Fun 
 Easter Ideas
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Shop 
Orcutt 

First

Members BMX Track at Elks has Large Following
the store.  Specializing in hand crafted 
jewelry, much of which is made by Terri 
and Emily, you will also find a wide 
variety of decorative purses, hand sown 
aprons and fashionable women’s clothing.  
Terri tells us “What started off as a hobby 
has turned into a full time business.”  She 
remembers seeing the “for rent” sign 
while driving to her Orcutt home.  With 
the love she has for the flavor and people 
of Old Orcutt, Terri was hooked and 
opened for business this past October.  
Terri goes on to say, “The most exciting 
thing about being open is meeting new 
customers and watching the business 
grow.”  And we believe with the exciting 
merchandise she has to offer, her business 
will keep on growing.

Please help us in welcoming these 
businesses to Old Orcutt by giving 
them your patronage.  Says OOMA Vice 
President Mark Steller, “The success of 
businesses in Old Orcutt is dependant 
upon the people who live here.  We all 
need to support these small businesses, 
who in turn will support the community 
with increased amenities and services 
that won’t require frequent trips into 
Santa Maria.”  Steller further notes how 
he is particularly excited about these three 
businesses because “Each of these shops 
occupies an existing building.  While 
it is nice to see new construction, it is 
equally important that older buildings 
remain occupied to complete the cycle 
of growth we are looking for here in 
Old Orcutt.”  For more information on 
OOMA, you can visit its website at www.
oldorcuttmerchants.com.

 937-5340
 937-6641

 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate
 Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.

 Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 

 only • Please call for appointment.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DON’T PAY!

 Regular price  $44.00

 Expires 4-30-11

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 OIL CHANGES 
 AS LOW AS

 76 Oil • ask for details

 $ 24 00
 +tax

 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!
r�r�s� TM�

427-A W. Betteravia Rd.
Lic.# 947843

Carpet • Vinyl • Custom Stair Work

928-0900

Hardwood Visit Our Website:

 Lic. 823283

 (805) 934-1949
 CallGriffinPlumbing.com

 “We’re The Good Guys Your 
 Friends Told You About.”

continued from page 2
Over the last few years Santa Maria 

BMX has been building it’s reputation 
among local fans of bicycle motocross.  
The track, located in the Elks-Unocal 
Rodeo Event Center, has become quite the 
hub for riders of all skill levels.

Santa Maria BMX is a non-profit 
organization sanctioned by the National 
Bicycle League.  The track itself is the 
typical dirt variety featuring twists, turns, 
hills, and curves.  

“We have riders out here from three to 
fifty-two,” says Santa Maria BMX’s Kim 
Gossner.

“It’s good exercise, it keeps kids out of 
trouble, and it’s just a lot of fun,” she says, 
“It’s very family oriented.”

Keeping in the family spirit, Gossner 
shares that riders are often given loner 
bikes and helmets so that they can have 
the experience of BMX riding and parents 
will often sponsor kids who wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to afford to ride.

Catering to all levels of ability, there are 
three groups of riders: Rookie, Novice, 
and Expert.

“We even have one little guy that’s 
diabetic,” says Gossner, “His family had 
tried every sport and finally found that 
this was the one that worked.  It actually 
helps to keep him stabilized and he rides 
his heart out.”

Speaking of riders one might not expect 
to see out on the track, Santa Maria BMX 
has the largest number of girls on any 
team with twenty female members.  But 
these girls aren’t just any riders, they’re 
currently ranked number two in the state.

In a predominantly male sport, what 
would inspire so many young women 
to hop on a bike?  According to Gossner 
it’s the competition and the camaraderie 
that bring the girls in.  

“Sometimes they race against the boys 
saying ‘I’ll show you!’,” she shares, “And 
sometimes they look at the boys as just 
another rider.”

The best part of Santa Maria BMX is 
that you don’t have to be on a team to 
participate.  Anyone can come down to 
check out the scene, watch a practice, 
or cheer for their favorite racer at a 
competition.

Practices are held from 5-7 on Mondays 
and Wednesdays and races are typically 
held on Fridays from 5-7.  The next state 
race, hosted by Santa Maria BMX, is 
April 16th.

Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting
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Righetti High School Ballet Folklorico 

1065 A West Grand Ave
Grover Beach, CA 93433

Phone 805-489-7698
Toll Free 1-888-489-7698

E-mail jajackson@fscadvisor.com
CA Insurance License # 0F36435

Jewelry, Furniture...and more!
Bella’s Consignments

Come celebrate with us!

to 

Bella
 Rivaldi!

255 Union ave.
Corner of Pacific & Union, Old 

Town Orcutt937-6767937-6767
255 Union 255 Union 

Jewelry, Furniture...and more!
Open Daily 12noon - 5pm

sale! sale!

H
ap

py 2
0th  Birthday

Sale
through
March

The Righetti High School Marimba 
Band & Ballet Folklórico will present 
its 34th annual "Big Show" performance 
on Friday, April 8, and Saturday, April 
9, at Santa María High School's Ethel 
Pope Auditorium, located at 901 South 
Broadway in Santa María.  Showtime is 
at 7:30pm.  Tickets can be purchased at 
the Student Business Offices at Righetti.  
Advance sale tickets are priced at $9 or 
$12 at the door.

The “Big Show” features the diverse 
world of Mexican and Latino music and 
folk dance.  The “Big Show” is considered 
the group’s biggest and best program of 

Righetti’s Marimba Band & Ballet 
Folklorico Presents the “Big Show”

the year, and has gained recognition as 
one of the cultural highlights of the Santa 
María Valley. 

This year’s Big Show will be dedicated 
to the memory of former group member, 
Sylvester “Sly” Rodriguez, who passed 
away in November 2010.  Sly was a 
member of the Marimba Band and Ballet 
Folklórico from 1981-1984.  His passion 
for Mexican music and folk dance, 
along with his dedication to the group, 
helped inspire and lead the group to two 
performing tours to both Mexico City and 
Guadalajara in 1982 and 1984.  
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Orcutt Schools Update

For the last few months, my Pioneer articles 
have focused on the progress toward a 
facilities decision.  Now that the decision has 
been made by our district’s Board of Trustees 
to re-organize from six elementary schools 
to five and have the Orcutt Academy High 
School relocate to the May Grisham School 
campus beginning with the 2011-12 school 
year, I will be keeping all of you updated on 
the transition.  Additional information on 
the facilities transition can be found on our 
website, www.orcutt-schools.net. 

In my initial article for the Pioneer in 
September, I introduced myself and talked 
about my connection to the Orcutt Union 
School District.  I went on to write about the 
formation of the school district.  I would like 
to review a bit and then continue my OUSD 
history lesson.  

The Orcutt Union School District was 
established on April 3, 1921.  This was 
accomplished by the joining-together 
of a number of small one-room school 
houses.  These one-room schoolhouses were 
established in the late 1800s and early 1900s 
and included: Washington School, May 5, 

Our School District’s Roots
Bob Bush, Superintendent

1881; La Graciosa School, June 1884; Martin 
School in 1885; Pine Grove School in 1887; 
Careaga School, April 4, 1904; Bicknell School, 
June 3, 1904; and Newlove School, December 
7, 1908.  The Newlove School still stands 
today and is located on the top of Orcutt Hill.  

Our school district originally was called 
the La Graciosa School District, which was 
formed in May 1884.  The name was changed 
to the Orcutt School District in January 1907, 
and the word “Union” was added when it 
absorbed the smaller school sites mentioned 
above.  The town of Orcutt was formed in 
1904 and was named after W.W. Orcutt, an 
early geologist of the area.  The enrollment of 
the Orcutt School District remained between 
240 and 280 until September of 1946.  In 1947, 
the enrollment passed the 300 mark and in 
1956, the enrollment reached 820.  The school 
cafeteria served approximately 300 students 
daily, and the district operated six school 
buses that transported approximately 635 
students per day.  

In 1948, the present Orcutt gymnasium was 
constructed and was one of the first three 
elementary school gymnasiums in the entire 
state of California.  The gym was utilized 
not only for basketball games and physical 
education classes, but also was used on 
Friday nights and Saturdays as the Orcutt 
Youth Center.  

In June 1993, the Orcutt Gym was renamed 
the Harold E. Black Sports Pavilion in honor 
of Harold Black, Associate Superintendent 
who passed away in 1993.  Harold came to 
Orcutt in 1972 from the Sunnyvale School 
District, where he had been an assistant 
principal.  Harold was the principal at Ralph 
Dunlap School from 1972 to 1975 and was 
our Director of Pupil Personnel Services from 
1975 to 1980.  In 1980, Harold was named 
the Associate Superintendent of Educational 
Services and in 1985 Harold became the 
Associate Superintendent of Business, a 
position he held until his death in 1993.  I 
remember Harold Black for his honesty, his 
compassion and his great sense of humor.  
Today the Orcutt Gym is utilized by many 
community groups together with Orcutt 
Junior High and the Academy High School.  

In 1949, four classrooms were added to 
the campus and the old building remodeled 
to provide two additional classrooms.  In 
1953, eight additional classrooms were built 
bringing the school up to 25 classrooms.  The 
original school campus is now the location 
of the Orcutt Junior High School.  The only 
building remaining from the original campus 
is the gymnasium.  

In August of 1958, the first of our current 
eight schools was constructed. Joe Nightingale 
School, which was named after former 
superintendent Joe Nightingale (who started 

in Orcutt as a teacher during the 1936-37 
school year), was built 2½ miles from the 
original Orcutt campus. Construction 
on May Grisham School was begun in 
December 1959; this campus was named 
after May Grisham, a former teacher in the 
original Orcutt School who taught in the 
district for 42 years and retired at the end 
of the 1959-60 school year.  Her picture still 
hangs in the May Grisham Multi-Use Room.  

Alice Shaw School was built in 1961 
and was named after Alice Shaw who 
donated many years of public service to 
the community of Orcutt and retired as a 
school nurse from Righetti High School in 
1976.  Ralph Dunlap School was built in 1962 
and was named in honor of Ralph Dunlap, 
an early community leader and one of the 
people responsible for establishing the 
Orcutt Union School District.  Mr. Dunlap 
served as a trustee from 1918 to 1924 and 
his son, Donald, was a board member from 
1951 to 1958.  The present Orcutt Junior High 
School was built in 1962 and Patterson Road 
School was built in 1963, followed by Pine 
Grove in 1964 and Lakeview Junior High 
School in 1964.

To conclude, I would like to mention that 
our school district welcomes any pictures 
readers might have of activities at our 
schools in the period prior to World War II.  
Photos from these years are hard to come by, 
and we would love to see them.  If you have 
some to share, please give me a call. 

Superintendent Bob Bush can be contacted by 
e-mail at rbush@orcutt-schools.net or by phone 
at 938-8900.

A Not-For-Profi t Community-Based Service of Wilshire Foundation

Services Provided
Skilled Nursing
Medication Instruction
Wound Care 
Pain Management
Diabetic Teachings

Rehabilitation
Physical Therapy
Speech Therapy
Occupational Therapy

Special Patient 
Service Programs
Fall Prevention
Cancer Rehabilitation 
Medical Social Work Services
Registered Dietician

When prescribed home health services, you 
have the right to choose the provider. So why 
not choose the home health agency that is 
consistently top rated?* 

Tell your physician you choose BestCare!

You Have a Choice for 
Home Health Services!

*Medicare Home Health Compare Results 
(www.medicare.gov)

(805) 782-8600
277 South Street • San Luis Obispo

Serving Northern Santa Barbara County
and all San Luis Obispo County residences.

Licensed by the State of California, certifi ed by 
Medicare and accredited by CHAP.

www.bestcarehomehealth.org

 (805) 937-1871
 156 S. Broadway •  Orcutt, CA 93455

 Home of HUGE portions and GREAT service!!!

 Tom Lanier, CLIA

 (805) 878-5449

 VICTORIAN STAINED 
 GLASS WORKS

 Unique Gifts for the Holidays
 Gift Certificates • Holiday Decorations 
 Design/Build Stained Glass Windows

 www.stainedglassworks.biz
 125 W Clark Ste 105 ~ 937-8234

SANTA MARIA • (805) 347-4700
PASO ROBLES • (805) 238-5212

 934-4100
 Cheri Hunter
 CIG Central Coast Insurance Agency
 CA LIC# 0B62477
 cheri@cigagent.com
 www.cigagent.com
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Imagine local author Tony Piazza 

as a ten-year-old 
boy s i t t ing at 
his typewriter, 
t h e  s i n g l e 
overhead light 
bulb flickering 
as he writes.  It’s 
raining outside 
and the floor is 
c o v e r e d  w i t h 
c r u m p l e d  u p 
balls of paper, the casualties of his creative 
process.  Suddenly he hears a knock at 
the door and in walks a tall brunette with 
legs up to here and…. okay, so some of 
that may be a slight exaggeration.  But 
the ten year old, the typewriter, and the 
first balled up attempts at the ‘great novel’ 
are true.

Now picture grown-up Tony.  This time 
he’s got decades of work experience under 
his belt and exchanged his typewriter 
for a computer.  This time, after a mere 
nine months of writing, his great novel 
sits completed on his desk and it’s called 
Anything Short of Murder.

Tom Logan is Tony’s “hard-boiled, two-
fisted”, private eye who’s been set on the 
trail of a murder case with more twists and 
turns than Mulholland Drive.  Set against 

Perfect Plot: Local Tony Piazza’s Anything Short of Murder
the backdrop of 1930’s Hollywood, this 
classic noir murder-mystery first began 
as a blog under the title Reel Murder as 
part of Turner Classic Movies’ Classic 
Film Union.

Tony’s tales of glamour 
and intrigue developed 
quite a fan base on the 
site as people started to 
go crazy for his weekly 
ser ia l ,  even  vot ing 
it a fan favorite.  This 
outpouring of support 
soon led him to send Tom 
Logan on a full-length 
adventure.

“I had always wanted 
to write and to entertain 
and this provided the 
perfect opportunity,” 
says Tony, “For the book 
I added more characters 
and more action and I changed the 
ending.”

As for Tom, Tony calls him a “composite 
of a lot of detective characters”, citing 
Philip Marlowe, Nick Charles, Mike 
Hammer, and even the iconic Humphrey 
Bogart as gumshoe as inspiration.

Also inspiring were the days Tony spent 
on film sets starting at a very young age.  

 805 938-5577 • 1145 E Clark Ave #D • Orcutt

 Thank You For Patiently Waiting For Chung’s Acupuncture Clinic. Our Friendly 
 Staff Will Assist You Through Every Step Of Your Recovery.

 OUR SPECIALITIES:   Low Back Pain, Neck Pain, Shoulder Pain, Headaches, 
 Ankle/foot Pain, Gastrointestinal Problems, Gynecological Problems, Diabetes, 

 Weight Control, Anxiety/depression,Allergies, Atopy, Sciatica, Scoliosis, 
 Smoking & Alcohol Addiction, Hypertension, Bell’s Palsy, Sports Injuries. 

 Daham Chung’s
 Acupuncture & Herb Clinic

 MARY JUN
 • California Licensed Acupuncturist

 • Licensed Physical Therapist
 • Participated 24th Seoul Olympic 

 As An Athletic Trainer 
 • Over 10 Years Practicing at 
 Chung’s Acupuncture Clinic

 DR. JULIA SEO
 • Doctor Of Oriental Medicine
 • California Licensed Acupuncturist 
 • Master from The Beijing University 
    Of  TCM  Which Is Acknowledged 
    As The Leading Oriental Medical 
    University In The World
 • Over 10 Years Of Practicing At 
    Daham Acupuncture Clinic

 Over 10 Years Of Experience
 Loving Care • Personalized Natural Remedies

 Good Results • Friendly Staff

 Auto
 Professionals

 937-8181  www.autoprofessionals.net
 3415 Orcutt Road, Santa Maria CA 93455

 FOREIGN & DOMESTIC FULL SERVICE REPAIR SHOP
 Specializing in Smog Inspections & Complete Computer Diagnostics

 Show Your Card & Save

 FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE

 Valuable Coupon • Clip & $ave
 SMOG  CHECK  OIL CHANGE 

 (plus $8.25 certificate)
 Most Cars & Lt. Trucks

 Vehicles 1995 and 
 Older $10 Extra

 Call for Appointment

 $ 25 00*
 Includes 

 10 Pt Inspection.
 Most Cars & Lt. 

 Trucks. Incl. Up To 
 5 Qt Oil + Oil Filter.

 $ 26 95*
 * Offers Expire April 30, 2011 • Not Valid With Any Other Discounts Or Offers

 + Haz Waste 
 Fees

“My dad worked for the police department 
in San Francisco on Movie Detail,” he 
shares, “My first time on set was for a 
Blake Edwards film called Experiment in 
Terror.”

San Francisco  was 
quite the hot spot for 
filmmaking in the sixties 
and seventies, acting as 
the setting for films like 
Bullitt, What’s Up Doc?, 
Magnum Force, and The 
Towering Inferno.

“I was on set off and 
on,” Tony explains, “And 
mingling and meeting 
people and I finally joined 
San Francisco Casting as 
an extra.”

For six days a week, 
twelve hours a day he 
worked on the crew and 

as a stand-in for actors like Michael 
Douglas on the television crime drama 
The Streets of San Francisco..  In addition 
to his work as an extra and stand-in, Tony 
also had a small role as a police cadet in 
Magnum Force.  

But even with all those Hollywood 
heavyweights walking the streets of San 
Francisco, nothing compares to the real 

thing.
“My wife is a seventh generation 

Angelino,” says Tony, “And I got a lot 
of great history from her.”

Among the iconic Los Angeles locations 
in Anything Short of Murder, fans of 
tinsel town may recognize places like 
The Brown Derby, Gromman’s Chinese 
Theater, the Hollywood Bowl, and 
Chaplin Studios.  

With Anything Short of Murder now 
safely on bookshelves, Tony has begun 
a second novel that he describes as an 
action-adventure in the spirit of Indiana 
Jones.

“It’s set in 1944,” he explains, “It has 
exotic locales, it’s fun, it’s set in Hawaii.  
I have about five more chapters to go.”

In the meantime, you can pick up 
your own copy of Anything Short 
of Murder by stopping by the Santa 
Maria Public Library, visiting www.
anythingshortofmurder.com, or ordering 
a copy from www.amazon.com or www.
barnesandnoble.com where it is also 
available in e-reader format.

Or come and see Tony at The Perfect 
Gift in Santa Maria on April 19th or 
Chaucer’s Books in Santa Barbara on 
May 22nd for a signing.

 Rebecca Ross Klosinski reporting

Tony Piazza
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Special eventS
The Los Padres Artist Guild Arts & A's Spring 

Show will be held March 26th from 10 AM - 5 
PM at the Luis OASIS Senior Center, 420 East 
Soares Ave in Orcutt. Fine art and crafts by 20 
guild artists will be exhibited and for sale. 

March 26 10am-2pm, Bicycle Safety Fair, 1219 
Oak Knolls Road. Learn about biking, safety, 
maintenance and more. Prizes. Bring your bike. 
Safety course run by CHP officers.

3rd annual Coastal Voices Gourmet Spaghetti 
Dinner, to be held on Saturday, March 26, 
2011 from 5 pm to 8 pm.  St. Andrew United 
Methodist Church, 3945 S. Bradley Rd. Be 
entertained by members of Coastal Voices 
community choir.  Tickets are $15, and children 
under 12 eat for free.  Tickets can be purchased 
from choir members and by calling 937-3416. 

Golf enthusiasts are invited to “tee up” in 
support of community healthcare on Monday, 
March 28, 2011, for the 22nd Annual Leland 
“Butch” Simas and Felix Fly, M.D., Memorial 
Golf Tournament. Hosted by the Marian Medical 
Center Foundation, the tournament will be 
held at the Santa Maria Country Club with 
the proceeds benefiting Marian’s Cornerstone 
Campaign.  Event registration begins at 9 a.m. 
tee off at 10 a.m. $200 entry fee includes green 
fee, cart, lunch, tee prizes, and admission to 
the Victory Award Reception. To register call 
739-3595.

OUSL Fall 2011Soccer Sign-Ups for its fall 
2011 league.  On-line registration April 1st 
until April 30th  at www.ousl.org .  Walk in 
registration Saturday April 9th and April 16th 
OASIS Senior Center (420 E. Soares) from 9am-
12pm.  Wednesday April 6th and April 13th at 

May Grisham Multi-purpose room (610 Pinal 
St.) 6:30pm-8:45pm. Late registration Saturday 
April 30th at the OASIS Senior Center from 9am-
12pm. All new players must bring an acceptable 
proof of age.  

Earth Day at the Natural History Museum on 
April 2 from 11:00AM with activities throughout 
the day including Zoo to You's exotic animals. 
412 S. MxClelland Street 614-0806 or 937-0222.

4th Annual RELAY FOR LIFE Rummage Sale/
Bake Sale and Tri Tip Sandwich BBQ

CVS Center (Clark/Bradley) Saturday April 
9th 8-3:00 All Proceeds go to American Cancer 
Society Accepting Donations for Rummage Sale 
Sharon hm 937-9440/c 714-2163 or Charlene at 
hm 934-0569/c 478-8430

May 13th and 14th – Ernest Righetti High 
School Gym Stage – 7:30 pm- A movie festival 
for high school students to show off their work. 
Students from all around the Santa Barbra 
County are entering films. 7 awards in the 
following categories: Best Director, Best Editing, 
Best Screen Writing, Best Cinematographer, 
Best of Show, Audience Favorite, and Teachers 
Choice. For more information contact Robert 
Garcia at (805)937-2051 ext. 2503 or vidclas99@
hotmail.com

Santa Maria High School Class of 1981 is 
looking for classmates for the 30-year reunion 
to be held in 2011. Please send contact info to 
pinknblackboots@yahoo.com. All contact info 
will be kept confidential.

Monthly or Weekly eventS
All-America City Quilters' Guild meets at 165 

W. Clark Ave, on the second Wednesday of each 
month at 7 p.m. Info: 937-3477

Community Events Calendar

COMPUTER HELP for home or office. Serving Orcutt, Santa 
Maria, and adjacent areas. 805-938-7901.
Model Home Furnishings Half-price Pottery Barn style 
furniture for sale. Warehouse inventory changes weekly. 
Beds, tables, sofas, chairs, etc. Grover Beach  489-4277  
mhfurnishings.net
Beautiful 'KUSHWOOD' Oak stereo cabinet, medium walnut 
$95 CHINA CABINET, medium size made by REEL, $200 LARGE 
CHINA CABINET w/glass doors, $250  amjam100@yahoo.
com or 805-315-3607
Garden ready for spring? Call Roma for spring-cleaning, 
repairs or beautiful transformation! 937-5803 Best Gardens 
& Design
Enhance your next event and leave the work to us. Diane 
689-7863 Party Decorators and Floral Designer
Wood sale for Friends of Waller Park. ½ cord $75; full cord 
$125.00.
Shoprider Mid-Wheel Powerchair 2009 Model 6 Runner 10,  
Excellent Condition. $1,000 Also Nova Walker. $100 Call for 
information. 805 937-7831
FOR SALE (2) BISSELL VACUUMS, $5 AND $20,NEWBORN BOY 
CLOTHES , CHEAP , 2000 FORD WINDSTAR , $1999
`05 Harley Sportster stock parts exc cond. Make offer. Exhaust 
& Guards Handgrips Belt guard Taillight mirrors Trans cover 
Stays Jump seat David - 937-6585
Dual wireless microphones.Professional. UHF.Made by 
Acesonic.Brand new in box,never used,with all accessories 
and warranty.Very high quality.$135.00 720-2127 cell.
King size platform bed with storage underneath $950, large 
leather sectional sofa with hide-a-bed $1000.  Both like new.  
(805)878-9815

Shop-Vac, 4.5 HP with all attachments; rarely used.  $40.00. 
937-3582
Craftsman 4-cycle weedwacker gas trimmer.  Easy starting 
system.  Equipped for attachments. Like new.  Paid $200 plus.  
Will sell for $125.00.  937-3582 
Wood crates for shipping or storage.  Approximately 2 cubic 
ft.  Make offer.  937-3582
SCHWINN SPINNER BIKE $350.00, BARELY USED, GREAT 
CONDITION 895-0071 OR lupiglet@yahoo.com 
Beautiful solid wood BUFFET & HUTCH $200. DRUM SET $100, 
Call 805-928-2123
CUSTOM BUILT Reptile/Fish/Bird CABINET Three different lev-
els, can hold water, dry land, 3 heat lamps and pump included 
MUT SEE  895-0071 or lupiglet@yahoo.com 
Mobile Home, $10,000/OBO, 2bed-2bath, clean, 55+, low 
space rent, owner will carry paper. 805-937-8489
GE Compact Freezer,  2' 5" width, 2'9" length, 3' 8" depth. 
Good condition. $100.00. Please call 805-739-2521.
Sears grill-waffle iron-used once,  pretty avocado color--$25 
call 934-5372
Hard to find blackberry or raspberry plants in pots.  Also Wolf 
berry and water cress plants are available.  Guarantee to take.  
$10 each (805) 937-3476
Utility trailer made from a mini truck. Has a Snug-top Hi-liner 
shell. $75.00  937-4330
Orthomatic Adjustable twin bed, electric frame & Englander 
Mattress. Remote Control.  Very Good Condition.  $ 500    805 
937-7831
GOT MAC? Need help? Troubleshooting, education, and 
repairs available. Reasonable rates. James@jamesjepsen.
com, or 805-878-1739. 
OLD COMPUTER SYSTEMS. Some functional, most not. Great 
'parts' machines or projects for tinkering. Some are Windows 
98, some newer but not by much. A few are older Macs, and 
maybe even a laptop or two. SOLD AS-IS! $15 to $50 each. 

Classified
Sell items for free. Free ads can only be accepted via email to 
info@orcuttpioneer.com with "classified" in the subject line. 
25 word limit. Business ads only $25/25 words. Mail payments 
to Orcutt Pioneer, PO Box 2545, Orcutt CA 93457.
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Sunday Services
Bible School 9:00 AM

Morning Worship 10:15 AM

555-a East Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt
Office 805.934.3515
Fax: 805.938.5885
Cell: 805.478.8870

eMail: Home_pm@Verizon.net
www.CallHomeRealty.Com

For the Best in

Property
Management

“There’s No Place Like Home”

Archie Miller
DRE: 01767039

805.478.8870

204 Patterson Rd.
Orcutt, CA 93455

805.937.1641
www.OrcuttChristian.Org

w6alm@Verizon.Net
Pastor: Dr. Archie Miller

A DIVISION OF COMMUNITY BANK OF SANTA MARIA
705 West Central Avenue, Lompoc 

(805) 737-4064

Lompoc Community Bank

MARCH

APRIL

MAY
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Santa Maria 
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Come see for yourself how great living
in a 55+ community can be! Exciting

new things coming here this year!

Please join us for food, fun, and
great door prizes at our

Spring Open House on
Sat. April 2 from 1-4 PM.

Reserve your spot!
Call Ginny at 805-937-6204

4468 Hummel Drive • Orcutt, CA  93455
www.hummelvillage.com

Affordable
Retirement Living in 

Santa Barbara
County!
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Come see for yourself how great living
in a 55+ community can be! Exciting

new things coming here this year!

Please join us for food, fun, and
great door prizes at our

Spring Open House on
Sat. April 2 from 1-4 PM.

Reserve your spot!
Call Ginny at 805-937-6204

4468 Hummel Drive • Orcutt, CA  93455
www.hummelvillage.com

Affordable
Retirement Living in 

Santa Barbara
County!

Come see for yourself how great 
living in a 55+ community can be! 

Exciting new things coming 
here this year!

Please join us for food, fun, and 
great door prizes at our

Spring Open House on
Sat. April 2 

from 1-4 PM.
Reserve your spot!

Call Ginny at 805-937-6204

4468 Hummel Drive 
Orcutt CA 93455

wwwl.hummelvillage.com


