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Is Orcutt the Right Place for Santa Barbara County’s Affordable Housing?
The State of California has determined
that in Santa Barbara County, a “fair share”
of 62 more acres of affordable housing is
needed. As Santa Barbara County looks to fill the state mandate,
it has identified 88 acres for possible rezoning. Of the 88 acres,
all are in the North County, and
two-thirds are in Orcutt.
On Tuesday, January 30, over
120 people filled the seats and
lined the walls of the hearing
room and an overflow conference
room to listen to Santa Barbara
County Long Range Planning
staff explain the Santa Barbara
County Housing Element. The
Director of long-range planning,
John McInnes, opened the night
by assuring the crowd that this
meeting was meant to inform
residents on housing issues that
will be affecting them over the
next few years and that public
comment was encouraged.
Speakers throughout the night were not
short on such reassurances even as the
crowd grew increasingly impatient listening to detailed explanations as they awaited
their turn to speak and to find out what all
of the talk will mean for Orcutt.
As explained, the Santa Barbara County
Housing Element is a state mandated part
of every county in California’s Comprehensive Plan which is intended to “create
affordable housing for all economic segments” of the population and is updated
every five years. State government Code
65580-65589.8 sets the rules for Housing
Elements and ensures that all local governments plan for their “fair share” of affordable housing. To determine this, the “state
evaluates population growth, jobs, development, and local income data in order to
assign the minimum number of affordable
units that must be built in the area.” Then
it is up to each County to develop a game
plan to comply.
Of course, “fair share” being a relative
term, the audience of Orcutt residents
vocally expressed their concern over this
statement. The question also arose as to
who will control this “fair share” within
the county.
For Santa Barbara County this means
that for 2003-2008 (after three years of

F LAGG C ONSTRUCTION

negotiations), 62 acres must be rezoned to control. Rezoning requires a land use inaccommodate 16-20 units per acre, as per ventory analysis that considers potential
the requirements for all counties consid- environmental impact, access to utilities,

ered “suburban.” As it stands currently,
the majority of sites in consideration are
in the unincorporated area of Orcutt. Only
20-30 percent of the housing units need to
be “affordable” and they do not all have to
be new. Units can be single-family homes,
town homes, apartments, mixed-use sites
that combine commercial and residential
units, or they can be old commercial or
abandoned sites that can be put to better
use. It was also mentioned that developers looking to build can pay a fee to avoid
building affordable units on their land.
One of the main concerns for the residents
of Orcutt at this point is that Santa Barbara
County is very uniquely diversified and
although many parts of the county are suburban, Orcutt considers themselves “semirural” and building at such high density
would not only eliminate open spaces but
also go against the current aesthetic that
the Orcutt Community Plan has diligently
worked to maintain.
The question then became whether the
real issue was the number of units the
County is required to build or where in the
County they are going to be built.
A representative from an independent
environmental company explained that
since the state can’t physically make us
build, rezoning is their way to have more
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access to community services, and infrastructure of a given site to determine if the
site is right for rezoning. “Right” being
land that is currently unused or not being
used to its full potential. This capacity
is then compared with what the state is
requiring and if it does not match those
requirements, the county must rezone. As
it stands, there is not enough land zoned
at appropriate densities in Santa Barbara
County, hence the impending rezoning
phases throughout the county. Residents
then vocalized their concerns that Orcutt
does not have a sound enough infrastructure to support more housing when what
they really need are recreational facilities
and commercial sites.
So far 10 initial sites have been identified
by the Planning Commission for study
with others to follow. The final rezone sites
have not officially been selected. It should
give Orcutt residents a bit of hope that alternatives will be identified. This process
involves public opinion during scoping
sessions, updating the land use inventory,
and completing the Housing Element’s
Environmental Impact Report (environmental constraints, flat land, flood plains,
wildlife). The Planning Commission will
then select those sites eligible for further
evaluation and the Board of Supervisors

will then make the final decision.
Nearly 88 acres are being studied right
now and they are all in the North County.
The crowd at Tuesday’s meeting wanted to know why no
sites were being studied in the
South County when it is clear
that they are in greater need of
housing. The only explanation
for this was that both the Santa
Ynez Valley and Isla Vista were
expected to yield a few sites
and that Goleta is not ready to
provide sites because their community plan is in the process
of being updated. It was also
mentioned that most of the current sites were chosen because
they were already being studied
for other projects. One woman
from South County addressed
the tension between the two
segments of the County and
called for a joint effort against
the state rather than each other
but was met with little response.
Of those 87.8 acres, 57 acres (with a possible 912-1140 units total) are in Orcutt.
The five potential sites are Key Site 30,
Key Site 3, Key Site 23, Key Site 15, and
Key Site 16 in Old Orcutt. Any building in
these areas would require amendments to
the Orcutt Community Plan and residents
at the meeting were insistent that they will
not see their plan dismantled. As it stands
there is a conflict between the General
Plan and the Orcutt Community Plan in
regard to open spaces, flight paths, and
many other issues.
There is still time for Orcutt residents
to make their voices heard as the Board
is not likely to consider legislative action
until between December 2007 and January
2008. In the meantime, possible changes
to current legislation in the future may
include “change the Housing Element law
to allow counties with a high percentage
of land held in Williamson Act” (to address agriculture and wildlife concerns)
contracts to build fewer houses. They
may also, “change laws governing annexations to allow counties to keep all
housing credits when cities annex land
suitable for residential development” to
make it more worth while to consider
building.
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Campus Connection Serves After School Needs of Families
It would be difficult to deny the standards August of 1992 as a response to a growing
of excellence upheld by the Orcutt Union need throughout the community. With so
School District. Following a “Kids Come many working parents and not enough safe
First” philosophy, Orcutt schools have dedi- places for kids to go after school, Campus
cated principals, well-trained and devoted Connection successfully filled that void.
teachers, hard-working
staff who go above and
beyond, and involved
parents all committed to
serving the needs of the
children in the community. In addition to this
line-up is the recently
renamed Campus Connecction After School
Program, which often
flies under the radar.
This outstanding program has been providing
quality and affordable Devin McKinney (“Mr. Devin”) playing a game of basketball with
childcare to all six Or- a group of students at Alice Shaw Campus Connection.
cutt elementary schools
for the last fifteen years. Current director Although hourly rates have gone up slightly
Charlotte Clements and her crew of six site over the years and the numbers of staff and
coordinators, thirty-seven child care assis- children have increased greatly, the bones of
tants, and three office staff are all incredibly the program remain the same. To this day it
committed to the nearly 900 students enrolled is still a completely self-sustaining program
and take pride in the service they provide to that needs nothing from the district but their
willing and supportive attitude.
the community.
To support program expenses, the cost of
Started by largely donated funds and supthis
quality care is a mere $2.55 an hour for
plies, the first sites opened their doors in late

Now Offering Full !Service
Lawn Care
s
Sprinkler System Repairs
Improvement
t
Get Complete Coverage!
Santa Maria • Orcut
Tom Lanier, Owner www.sprinklerpros.net
Mobile 878-5449

������������������������

�������������� ����������������
���������������� �������
�����������������
�����������������������

�����������������

�������������������������������
����������������������������

���������������
������������������
������������������������ ����������������������� ������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������������

the first child and $2.15 an hour for each additional child. For those families that cannot
afford care, scholarships and financial aid are
available.
Many parents who work or go to school
are faced with limited childcare options so
Campus Connection is open from 6:30 in the
morning to 6 o’clock in the evening which
gives parents on varied schedules a friendly,
safe, and nurturing environment to leave
their children. “We have been told by many
families that we are a lifesaver,” explains the
Site Coordinator at Patterson Road Campus
Connection.
On any given day of the week you can find
groups of children ranging from kindergarteners to sixth graders crowded around their
group leaders waiting to find out what interesting craft project they will be making, what

continued on page 3
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New Charter High School
Recruiting Families

A new charter high school, Mark Twain
Academies, is scheduled to open in the fall
of 2007 and has begun to actively recruit
founding families and students for enrollment. Rick Jimison, a teacher at Righetti,
has been the driving force in the creation
of the school, which has been given charter
status through the Santa Maria High School
District. AS a charter school, it will be
funded by the school district, and will be
free to the students and their families. The
location for the school, a decision that must
be made by the Santa Maria High School
Board of Trustees, has yet to be determined.
Most likely, it will be located adjacent to the
campus of Santa Maria High School.
At the Academy’s website, www.marktwainacademies.org, the Academy’s
philosophy is listed as five concepts: all
students do not learn at the same rate, students should learn what they want to learn
when they are ready to learn it, students
can learn academic subjects better when

motivated and interested, the only true
learning is self-learning, students should
be able to become experts through projectbased learning combined with hands-on
experience involving mentors and internships in partnership with the community.
Jimison says, “I want to demonstrate the
fantastic potential that I believe education
holds. We can and must find a way to enrich
the lives of all students.”
At full capacity, organizers plan to include about 1,000 students and about 10
different “academies” which offer courses
of study based on the educational desires
of the student. The first academy to be offered will be “EdVisions” which will be a
project-based education based on the preferences and needs of the students and their
parents. Other academies will be added,
one each year, as determined by student
demand. For information regarding Mark
Twain Academy, contact Rick Jimison at
krjimison@charter.net.

Campus

a working student, one single mother of two
boys at May Grisham Elementary School says,
“I like that the kids are right on campus and
don’t have to go somewhere unfamiliar. It’s
close to home, convenient, affordable, and
it’s safe.” Her oldest son says, “It’s fun! The
snacks are yummy and I get to play a lot. We
made paper airplanes and that was really fun
too.” Both mother and son are quick to say
that they would recommend Campus Connection to anyone in need of childcare. It’s
important to note that some families have
been with the program for years, watching
each of their children go through childcare
all the way from grades K to 6.
Besides curriculum planning, staff go
through numerous ongoing trainings including CPR and First Aid certification, disaster
training, nonviolent conflict resolution training, and group building workshops.
On each campus, Coordinators and Assistants work closely with parents and teachers
to best meet the needs of students. One popular saying throughout the program is that the
kids are still the same kids even after the bell
rings at the end of the day and that caring for
them is a shared responsibility. Campus Connection has worked hard to purchase their
own classrooms over the years and are quick
to offer them up when teachers or groups
need to borrow them. This is their way of
saying thank you for all the cooperation from
the district they have received over the years.
Charlotte Clements is the first to say that the
district employees who are supportive of
Campus Connection mean everything to the
program. From school board members and
principals to custodians and teachers and all
the way up to Superintendent Sharon McHolland, their support is greatly appreciated.
In addition to care provided throughout the
regular school year, Campus Connection also
offers camps during winter and spring breaks
and summer vacation.
Always looking for ways to give back,
Campus Connection has provided staff for
district-sponsored parent workshops in the
evening, participated in the Loma Linda
Ronald McDonald House pull-tab collection
program, and most recently joined the Jump
for Heart fundraiser during which the 6 sites
raised over $3,000 for the American Heart
Association.
Campus Connection is truly the hidden
treasure of the Orcutt Union School District.
To find out more information, call 938-8950.

continued from page 2

sport, game, or group building activity they
will be participating in, or what nutritious
snack they will be eating. Groups also join in
allotted homework times, play at recess, and
enjoy special classes like yoga and dance. “We
provide a safe and educational environment
where kids can meet with friends and stay
out of trouble,” says Clements.
All childcare staff follow daily schedules
that provide much-needed structure and
stability for students and they also spend
time each month developing age-appropriate
curriculum.
“I am very fortunate to have staff members
that love working with children,” adds Clements, “The quality they provide makes me
proud to be a part of the program”. Group
leaders, or “Assistants”, in Campus Connection come from a variety of backgrounds and
range from college students to retired teachers
to those who have been with the program
since day one. And, as many children spend
several hours a day, every day of the week
in child care and they have a great opportunity to develop special relationships with the
Coordinators and Assistants which fosters a
high level of mutual trust and respect. One
Site Coordinator says the best part of the job
is getting to know the kids as individuals as
well as their families.
Allen Kardel, an Assistant simply referred
to by the kids at Joe Nightingale Campus
Connection as “Mr. Allen”, is a liberal arts
major on the path to a teaching credential and
has been with the program for three years.
One of only a handful of male employees,
Mr. Allen is loved by the kids and highly
valued by the parents and staff for his level
of dedication and involvement. He feels that
Campus Connection is so important because
it provides positive role models for students.
Knowing he wanted to work with children
since his first childcare experience at age five,
he says, “The kids are so much fun! Every
day I get to do something new or teach a child
something special.” Staff members become
individuals the kids grow to count on and
this combined with age-appropriate activities with other kids promotes self-esteem and
social development.
Parents of students in the program find it
to be invaluable and a positive influence. As
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Sharilyn Ross: Orcutt Woman of Many Hats

Long-time Orcutt resident Sharilyn Ross
is widely known for the many hats she
wears. From camp alumni organizer to
Cub Scout mom, she has done it all. And
now she has taken her “hats” to a whole
new level with the “Hats for the Homeless” project she created in 2006 to
benefit the Good Samaritan Shelter,
the Central Coast Rescue Mission,
and Domestic Violence Solutions.
Always looking for ways to help
her community, Sharilyn developed
this project, which enlists volunteers
to knit or crochet hats and scarves,
to give those in need a little extra
warmth in these winter months.
When it comes to community
you can’t get more ground level
involved than Sharilyn. In addition to thoughtfully crocheting hats
and scarves, she also puts together
containers filled with items such as
gloves, socks, school supplies, etc.
for the Tub of Love program at the
Rescue Mission. Before she was making
hats and filling tubs she was sewing baby
blankets for the Linus Project, acting as
secretary of the Orcutt Mom’s Club, and
receiving volunteer of the month as an
intern for the City of Santa Maria.
Before she called Orcutt home, Sharilyn
spent most of her philanthropic energies
in the one other place she holds close to
her heart- Camp Arbolado in Big Bear,
CA. It was here that she was affectionately referred to as “Duckie” and over the
years went from Counselor-in-Training
to Counselor to C-I-T trainer and finally

to Camp Director and overall enthusiastic
presence. Picture if you will what it would
be like to see your mother standing in front
of a crowd of 130 people (kids and adults
alike) and not only address them, but play
guitar and sing for them, and then perform

in a silly skit where she is dressed up as an
“Italian Mama”. That is the picture of my
mother.
Being a part of the community has never
meant being conventional for Sharilyn so
she followed up her camp years with serving Orcutt as the local go-to seamstress and
dressmaker as well as a site coordinator
in our local after school program. Both of
these endeavors ensured that no matter
what time of day or day of the week she
ventured out to grocery shop, run errands,
or have coffee with friends there would inevitably be someone who would recognize
her and want to chat. Of course Sharilyn

is never one to skip out on a conversation,
no matter how hard her shirtsleeve may
be pulled in an opposite direction. Also
never one to turn down a good idea, she
accepts new projects such as becoming the
secretary of her homeowners association
and designing websites like www.
TrimsAndRibbons.com for Lina G’
in Morro Bay.
When she’s not giving her time
and energy to others, Sharilyn loves
to spend time with her husband and
two grown children, drive up and
down the coast (one of her favorite
places in the world!), take photographs, write, sketch, watercolor,
and create period costumes. She also
quilts as part of a tradition handed
down by her Texan grandmother.
Occasionally Sharilyn has been
known to look at her calendar and
to do list and say “I just have too
many empty spaces in my date
book” or “that list just isn’t quite long
enough.” It was one of these occasions that
led her from the campground and the workshop to the Internet and the office where she
started a parent-coaching business called
The Mindful Parent. Now in it’s third
year, The Mindful Parent offers services to
a diverse group of clients all the way from
Nipomo to Pennsylvania. Sharilyn describes “parent coaching” as “proactivity”
rather than “therapy.” She believes “coaching works its best magic when families are
ready and willing to identify trouble spots
and are committed to finding solutions
together.” What Sharilyn does is to help

parents identify these areas and promote
positive leadership, strong communication skills between parents and kids, and
the effective use of language. Together
they find creative solutions to problems
ranging from homework time to social
anxiety so that both parents and kids can
feel successful.
“If parents understand how important
these skills are when children are very
young they will have far fewer problems
in later years.” She goes on to explain
that when children are very young they
need parenting, when they reach their
middle years they need coaching, and
when they reach young adulthood they
need advising. Parent coaching allows
parents to be the best they can be for their
kids by providing them with the tools for
success.
“When parents have that aha! moment
that moves them forward in a very positive way, that is the most rewarding part
of the job.” Sharilyn looks forward to all
she can do for parents and children up and
down the central coast and is determined
to continue her efforts at helping the community in any way she can. Most recently
Mrs. Ross (as a great many kids know her)
was published in local Christian magazine A Word From The Rib. Look for her
“Mindful Minute” every month online.
To find out more information about
parent coaching or to receive bags of
yarn and instructions for “Hats for the
Homeless,” contact Sharilyn Ross at The
Mindful Parent 937-0810 or visit www.
TheMindfulParent.com.
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Academic Contests Motivate Students

By Dr. Sharon McHolland Superintendent, Orcutt Union School District

Children who like baseball can join
Little League or youth softball. Kids who
enjoy aquatics can sign up for a swim
team. Young soccer players can be part
of AYSO.
And, this spring, upper-grade students
in the Orcutt Union School District have
the opportunity to participate in the academic equivalent of youth sports: Battle
of the Books, the Masonic Spelling Bee,
and North County Math Super Bowl. For
students who like the subjects of reading,
spelling, or math, these competitions and
contests are a thrill!
We describe first the Battle of the
Books.
The Battle is, essentially, a quiz game
where groups of students from grades 4-6
compete to see who knows and remembers
more about books they have completed.
In preparation for the event, students
read from a list of 30 children’s books that
include fiction, non-fiction, fantasy, adventure, and other genres.

In our district, schools pair off in separate
Battles. Our media specialists promote
the competition, coach teams from their
respective schools, and help run each
match. Schools field from 15-30 students
on their teams.
“If (students) love to read, this is the thing
for them,” says Pine Grove School media
specialist Donna Nance, who played a key
role in getting Battle of the Books established in Orcutt a decade ago. “It is so neat
to see the kids get so excited about reading
and the books they have read!”
Three school-on-school Battles in April
and May will be followed by a District
Battle for the best teams on June 4.
Meanwhile, the men of local Masonic
Lodge No. 264 have been running spelling
bees for local students since 1976.
The bees are for top spellers in grades 4,
6, and 8. Each classroom teacher in those
levels can enter a student. Students receive
word lists in March, with the bees taking
place this year on April 23 (grade 4), 24
(grade 6), and 25 (grade 8).

“We always have been very concerned
with developing literacy – that’s why we
do (the bees),” says Norman Enoch, who
organizes the bees for the Masons. “Over
the years, we have gotten a lot of satisfaction from working with the kids.”
Orcutt spellers have been very active in
the Masonic Spelling Bees. Over the years,
many of the winners have come from our
schools.
This spring, we will have a new academic
event in Orcutt: The North County Math
Super Bowl. Schools have the opportunity
to enter teams of fourth, fifth, and sixth
graders in a competition that features a
written test and a hands-on math project.
The North County contest is an offshoot
of the popular South County Math Super
Bowl in Santa Barbara.
Says Associate Superintendent Dr. Ken
Parker, who is working with parent Dr.
Suzanne Levy to organize the Math Super
Bowl, “What I like about this event is that
it stresses teamwork. Engineers and others
in the workplace are working in teams all

the time. It’s good for kids to experience
this.”
With Orcutt’s first-ever North County
Math Super Bowl scheduled for late May,
we intend to begin with as many schools as
want to participate. In the years to come,
we can add more sites and even schools
from other North County school districts.
Summing it up, we in Orcutt are grateful
for the academic events described here. On
behalf of our school district, I would like
to thank the staff members, parents, and
community members who are involved in
putting on these events for our children.
Dr. Sharon McHolland can be contacted by phone at 938-8900, by e-mail at
smcholland@orcutt-schools.net, or by mail c/o
Orcutt Union School District, 501 Dyer Street,
P.O. Box 2310, Orcutt, CA 93457.
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Righetti High Update

Business Partnerships & RHS
by Dr. Catherine Ulrich, Principal
Business Partnerships Add to Educational Programs at Righetti
FFA judging team takes top prize, AVID
program honored
Over the past three years, we have
worked to welcome business partners into
the Righetti community. And, we have
been received with open arms. I would like
to take a few moments to highlight those
persons and programs that are currently
enriching our curriculum and directly
impacting our students’ classroom and
extra-curricular experiences.
The Tractor Restoration Program was
brought to our attention by JB Dewar, Distributor of Petroleum Products. Ken Dewar, Paul Tucker, and Ed Ward invited us
to participate in this nationally renowned
program. Our Agriculture Advisory Committee supported this endeavor and we
now have a five-member team of students
restoring tractors similar to the ones I spent
many hours on, working on my family’s
dairy farm. This project is proving to be
popular with our students. Jim English,
Agriculture Dept. Chair reports, “These
kids come into class and want to get to
work on them; I find myself taking roll out
by the tractors.”
Becky Sainz, Branch Manager, Bank of

America Santa Maria, speaks to our Economics classes about the history of the
banking industry, marketing, supply/demand and related financial topics. Cary
Post, manager of First Bank, serves as
advisor for our Interact Club, a Kiwanisaffiliated service club for high school students. Mr. Post meets weekly with student
members.
We have also seen an increase in student
involvement at Righetti. At our King of
Hearts dance, we had nearly 600 students
in attendance, an increase over the last
year’s dance. One of our business partners,
Paradise Mike, owned by Mike Alexander,
donated use of his video display system
which projected a live feed of the students
dancing, as well as an elaborate lighting
system. Sam Evans, a RHS senior said,
“The music at the dance was the best I
can remember! I stayed with my group of
friends until the end of the dance - every
time we tried to leave another great song
came on! We had an awesome time!” We
are grateful for the opportunities our business partners provide our students.
The Righetti FFA Champion Fruit Tree
Pruning team brought home silver bowl
from the FFA State competition. Not only
did they bring home the top prize, but they

each received a brand new pair of golden
loppers. Only 8 schools qualify for the state
competition at Fresno State University on
February 3, 2007. Righetti was the only
school from the coast, all other school were
Fresno or San Joaquin Valley Schools.
And... Righetti is being recognized as
an AVID National Certified School for
the 2005-06 school year. This status is
awarded to AVID sites that have met
the eleven AVID Program Essentials and
Data Collection documentation that supports program effectiveness and student
progress. This self-study and validation
process is designed to assist AVID sites
with achieving desired benchmarks that
are precursors for academic success in high
schools and colleges. Jim Nelson, AVID
Executive Director wrote, “We applaud
you for your diligence in attaining this
achievement, and we look forward to your
continued leadership in providing quality
results for students through AVID implementation.” Righetti HS AVID teachers
are Heather Erickson, Kevin LeClair, and
Gary Korpela. 157 students participate in
the AVID program.

THE ORIGINAL

“GRILL-A-MA-JIG”
Locally Owned • Patent Pending

Easy Folding
Portable BBQ Pit

D&S CREATIONS
Don Armstrong
(805) 709-1866
www.grillamajig.com

O RCUTT

P RESBYTERIAN
C HURCH

An Open Invitation
to our Neighbors
993 Patterson Road
(1 1/2 Blocks W. of Bradley)
Sunday Traditional Worship at 8:30 am
Contemporary Worship at 11:00 am
Christian Education-all ages at 9:45 am
Nursery Care Provided for all Services

RHS to Host
Open House

On March 1st, Righetti will host an open
house to showcase educational programs,
extra-curricular opportunities and support
services. Although the focus for the general sessions is on information for incoming freshmen, all parents are welcome to
attend. The FFA will hold a BBQ at 5:30,
and general sessions in the gym will start
at 6pm featuring student expectations for
incoming freshmen, cheer, dance, ballet
folklorico, choir and band performances.
Selected classrooms will open at 5:30 and
maps will be available at the west gym
door.
There will also be an art show on the gym
stage throughout the evening.

Saturday March 3rd
8am - 2 pm

Handmade Jewelry, Candles, Knitted and
Crocheted Scarves and Hats, Photography,
Home Decor and More
Live Music by Sound on Sound
Penelope the Clown Painting Faces
and Creating Balloon Animals
Rain Reschedule Date: Saturday March 10

The Loading Dock
315 S. Broadway Old Orcutt

The diversity of our lifestyles
defines the places we call home.

Service...Pure and Simple

Yvette Mediano
Loan Processor

Jan Steinfelt
Office Manager
Sr. Loan Officer

Competitive Rates on Conforming & Jumbo Loans
Interest Only Loans • 100% Financing Available
Pay Option Arms ~ 40 Year Term Available
Less Than Perfect Credit ~ We Have Options!
805-934-LOAN

(805) 934-5626 • Fax (805) 934-5630
2771 Santa Maria Way
Santa Maria, CA 93455

“There’s No Place Like Home”

Steve Southwick
(805) 878-1401

(805) 934-3369
1140 East Clark Suite 170,
Albertson’s Shopping Center

Charlene Miller
(805) 478-8842

License #01156985
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Featured Special!

Mondays & Tuesdays Only
$9.00 1 topping large pizza,
Eat in or take out! ($10.50 if delivered)
No Coupon Needed!

3470 Orcutt Road
Evergreen Shopping Center

938-1126

“THE AUTO SHOP”
“We’ll Keep You Going”

1158 West Betteravia • (805) 928-SHOP (7467)
LOW
NEW
!
PRICE

SMOG INSPECTION $25.00

+ 8.25 cert & .75 trans fee • Every day low price, No coupon needed!
Smog Hours 6-8pm Mon-Fri and 9-4 Saturday

“Special of the Month”

Brake Special $170.00
Includes pads & machine rotors • Most vehicles • WIth Coupon

Mon-Fri 8:00 to 5:00 • Sat 9:00 to 4:00
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OCAF Gala Honors Jackson Browne
An annual winter gala that has funded
arts education throughout Orcutt Union
School District returns March 2 when Jackson Browne and Fred Martin & The Levite
Camp team up with Orcutt Children’s Arts
Foundation for a benefit performance.
“Education is about more than test
scores. Our vision is to empower young
lives through the arts,” said Chris Slaughter, president of the foundation’s board of
directors.
The foundation was established in 2002
to sustain arts education programs formerly funded by various grants. Since then, its
fundraising efforts have covered the cost
of artist-in-residence programs provided
through Children’s Creative Project and
Santa Barbara County Education Office,
minigrants designed to give teachers creative license in the classroom, and schoolwide grants for special arts events.
While schools across the country continue cutting arts education funding, OCAF
enables Orcutt to build its programs.
Schools have used grant money to bring
performers to the junior high school level
classrooms, for field trips to live performances, provide band instruments and
equipment, and choir.
“We’re making a difference and providing programs that would not be available
for our children without this foundation,”
said Slaughter said. “We’re seeing results
in the kids, in our test scores, and our
administrators think we’re part of that
success in that we’re creating more wellrounded children.”
Slaughter said the winter gala provides
the funding backbone for education in

dance, music, drama and visual arts. Every
student receives at least eight lessons in one
of those four genres in any given year. The
artists come into the classroom to provide
professional art instruction that fits within
the curriculum.
“We need to raise at least $60,000 to
continue to fund all that we do. If we raise
more, that’s all the more we can do for our
kids,” Slaughter said.
The organization is also researching the
feasibility of building a performing arts
center to be used by local schools and the
community at large. One piece of land was
donated specifically for the center, but that
site hit stumbling blocks. The foundation
continues its search for an ideal location.
“It takes money to even research. It’s a big
goal and it’s one we’d love to see through,
but first and foremost is always that there
are arts programs in the schools,” Slaughter
said.
The foundation will honor Jackson
Browne at its March 2 gala at the Santa
Maria Fairpark Convention Hall. Browne
will bring with him Fred Martin & The
Levite Camp. The concert will also include
a product of Orcutt schools, Damon Castillo
Band, formerly known as Jivin’ Direct.
The event kicks off at 5:30 p.m. with a
gourmet dinner and will feature a silent
and live auction. Tickets for the benefit gala
are $100 per person or $150 per person for
priority seating. To preview art that will
be available during the live auction, stop
by Wine Cottage Bistro (285 S. Broadway,
Orcutt). For tickets, call the Foundation at
938-8966.

Stress and Heart Attacks
I recently came across a news flash from
Reuters that I found to be profound and worth
sharing. Understanding it could save your
life. It stated: Stress you didn’t even know you
had could kill you. They found people whose
blood pressures rose during mental stress
were 6 times more likely to have a heart attack
or other severe heart event than people who
handled their stress more calmly. And it was
not stress that people knew they were feeling
and their volunteers had no idea their blood
pressure was spiking, the researchers told a
meeting of the American Heart Association.
The researchers were not saying that the stress
itself is what caused the problem, they are
saying that how you respond to the stress, or
I prefer to say, process the stress, is the issue.
This is the key! For example, if someone cuts
you off while you are driving on the road and
you end up getting really angry and worked
up about it, you are literally killing yourself.
It is not the fact that someone cut you off, it
is the fact that you let it bother you so much.
And remember, according to the study, many
times we are not even aware that we are so
bothered. We have the choice to be victims
or take responsibility for our health and
wellbeing. We can say that “so-and-so made
me mad”, which will make you sick or you
can say “I am not going to let this hurt my
body”. This research study is a prime example
of a main theme focus in of our thinking at
Creating Wellness, the mind-body connection. As we teach at Creating Wellness, the
connection between your mind and body is
your nervous system. The article even stated,
“the effect has to do with the sympathetic

Bob Virgin • 934-3594

nervous system, which
controls blood pressure
and other non-conscious
body functions.”
What happens is that
stress comes into the mind
through what you are perceiving and how you in- Dr. Greg Anderson,
terpret it—like a car cut- Chiropractor
ting you off on the road—it feeds into your
nervous system, and your nervous system
sends signals to your cardiovascular system
which causes the spiking blood pressure.
This is a perfect example of the importance of
chiropractic to a wellness lifestyle. Through
chiropractic adjustments, the ability for of
your body and nervous system to process and
dissipate stress is greatly improved. Chiropractic helps release the tension in your body
that has you high strung in anger mode, and
allows you to relax and stay more at peace.
The Creating Wellness column is a paid public
service of The Creating Wellness Center of the
Central Coast The center offers one of the most
in-depth wellness assessments in the world, using
cutting edge technology to measure over 50 factors of how “well” you really are. Body fat, lung
capacity, muscle strength, stress response, lifestyle
habits—and many more allow us to determine the
rate at which you are aging so that we can suggest
ways of slowing, stopping or reversing the aging
process for you! The Creating Wellness Center develops and administrates individual and corporate
wellness programs and Dr. Anderson is available
to speak to your organization on numerous wellness subjects. For information call 934-5761 and
ask for Elena.

Where

Retired Accountant/Auditor
Registered and Bonded

FREE Pickup and Delivery - Orcutt/Y Area-South

Come First!

Kindergarten
Roundup
Orcutt Union School District

PREFERRED PROPERTIES
Offices Independently Owned
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Mom & Son Team!

Vickey Dooley
451-2194
Pryor Baird
698-7163

Kindergarten registration is presently in progress. Please register your child immediately!
All registrants should bring two residency verifications (gas, electric and/or water bill).
The Orcutt Union School District accepts interdistrict transfer students from surrounding
school districts on a space available basis. Parents seeking a transfer must secure a signed
interdistrict transfer from their district of residence. Please call Jan Yanagisako,
Administrator of Certificated Personnel and Assessment, at 938-8909 with any questions.





Alignments, Brakes,
Smogs, Tune-ups and More

YOUR HONEST AUTO CARE CENTER FOR ALL YOUR TRAVELS
SMOG CHECK

29

$
Inspection &
Repair Station

95

W. Main St.
Craig

Se Habla
Español

Stowell

Blosser

Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM
Saturday 9AM-2PM




+8.25 Certificate
75¢ Transmission

Not to be combined with any other offers. Please present
coupon while order is being written up. Expires 3-31-07



1021 S. Blosser Rd. • Santa Maria • 928-8646



Alice Shaw School
759 Dahlia Place, Santa Maria

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 938-8850

Joe Nightingale School
255 Winter Road, Santa Maria

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 938-8650

May Grisham School
610 Pinal Street, Orcutt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 938-8550
Patterson Road School
400 E. Patterson Road, Santa Maria . . . . . . . . . . . . . 938-8750
Pine Grove School
1050 E. Rice Ranch Road, Santa Maria . . . . . . . . . . . 938-8800
Ralph Dunlap School
1220 Oak Knoll Road, Santa Maria . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 938-8500
District Home Study/Independent Study Program
608 Pinal Street, Orcutt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 938-8984

Child Care Available!

Parents, you can make your child care arrangements now!
Enroll your child in our district-operated before and/or after school
Child Care Program by calling 938-8950.
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Student Success Old Town Orcutt Revitalization Association News

Neil Patel, a junior at Righetti, was
named Explorer of the Year by the Santa
Maria Police Department. Neil is 16 years
old and has been an explorer since 2004.
He has earned several ribbons for lawenforcement training, community service,
law enforcement tenure, National Law
Enforcement Explorer Conference and
perfect attendance.
Do you know a student whose excellence
should be celebrated? Let us know, and space
permitting, we will include it in an upcoming
issue. info@orcuttpioneer.com

Eat BBQ;
Help Restore
American Flags

Mural on OTORA office wall facing Old Orcutt 76 depicts early Orcutt. Work on the mural

Looking to spruce up its supply of is almost complete.
American flags that line Clark Avenue
in Old Orcutt, American Legion Post
534 will host a benefit BBQ on March 10
from 11-3pm at the Post located at 145 W.
Clark Ave. Organizer Gene Baird says,
“Community members are always asking how they can help, well, come out
and buy some BBQ.”
Sponsorships are also available. $45
will purchase of a new flag and pole.
Donations can be delivered or mailed to
the Post at the above address; be sure to
put Flag Restoration” in the memo line
of your check.
New bus benches and trash receptacles are another part of OTORA's project.

Winter rains may have begun greening
up the Orcutt hills, but it was the effort of
local volunteers that brought dark-green
benches to Orcutt sidewalks.
Old Town Orcutt Revitalization Association members marked headway in their
beautification efforts recently with the
placement of the first two of six benches
slated for installation. The benches in
front of Orcutt 76 (100 E. Clark Ave.) and
Old Town Market (405 E. Clark Ave.) replace old concrete bus stop models.
Four additional benches are on order
and will be placed strategically throughout the village in an effort to create a
more comfortable, attractive space. The
project also includes the replacement of
old concrete trash cans with more visually
appealing models, said OTORA Board
Member Danny George.
A long-awaited traffic study that could
lead to a complete redesign of Orcutt
traffic patterns remains on the books, but
there is no schedule for its completion,
George said.
For more information about OTORA,
call Berto van Veen at 937-3928 or Danny
George at 937-7300.

YOUR FINANCIAL LIFE GOES
BEYOND STOCKS AND BONDS.
SHOULDN’T YOUR FINANCIAL
STRATEGY DO THE SAME?
TO SEE HOW YOUR MONEY CAN WORK HARDER BY
WORKING TOGETHER, CONTACT A MERRILL LYNCH
FINANCIAL ADVISOR TODAY OR VISIT
WWW.ASKMERRILL.ML.COM

877-937-1902 OR 805-928-8401
MERRILL LYNCH
2646 SANTA MARIA WAY, SUITE 105
SANTA MARIA, CA 93455
DELORES MARTINI, CFP®
SENIOR FINANCIAL ADVISOR

CFP® is a certification mark owned by the Certified Financial Planner
Board of Standards, Inc. Total Merrill (design/words) is a registered service
mark/service mark of Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc. © 2003 Merrill Lynch, Pierce,
Fenner & Smith Incorporated. Member, SIPC.

There’s no place like SLO Swim...
New 2007

��

swimwear has arrived!
We Specialize in
D, DD, E,F & G Cups

Customer Service
is our Top Priority

Downtown SLO • 1029 Chorro Street • 781-9604
New Location in Orcutt • 1110 E. Clark Ave • 934-8420

Seniors $15 Off Good thru 3-31-07
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Orcutt Chaos Wins
Tournament

The girls under 10 Orcutt Chaos All-Star
soccer team won their third tournament at
the Red Oak Classic at Hagerman fields.
The Chaos beat the Santa Maria Shockwaves 2-0, Atascadero Ice 7-0, Long Beach
3-0 and the Orcutt Force in the finals 4-0. In
the past 24 games, the Chaos have recorded
18 shutouts and finished their season with
a record of 19-5-0.

Coached by Tracey Juretic and Ray Meyer, the Chaos will be looking to add players
during an open tryout in the spring. Interested players born after 7-31-96 can contact
Tracey at jureticfamily@yahoo.com
Chaos players are Siera Betts, Sara
Chartier, Ramsay Juretic, Haley Kestler,
Haley Meyer, Kortney O’Keefe, Michaela
Olney, Ashley Thomas, Sarah Stevens and
Leann Wolf.

Winter Landscape Repair
by Tom Lanier, owner Sprinkler Pros
Chilly winds pierce frigid air/ Nature’s
extremities shiver while bare/ Unceasing cloud cover hides warmth that’d be
shared/ Beauty now obscured what once
was so fair.
Boy, we took a beating this winter didn’t
we!? We all have our stories to tell and our
losses to face. I saw a beautiful flower bed
on Hillview Rd. that looked as though it
had plastic plants and had been sprayed
with a blow torch—it was all melted. As
homeowners, it may take some time to
restore your landscapes.
The first place to start should always be
your sprinkler system. I know that sounds
biased, but a properly designed sprinkler
system is the foundation of any landscape
for without it the landscape will suffer and
possibly die. The care and investment you
put into your parcel of nature is all for
naught if it’s not properly irrigated. All
systems require regular maintenance to
keep them working well just like a tune
up on your car. Some systems have been
adversely affected by the freezes. The
water freezing in the valves, pipes, and
sprinkler heads expands and can break
these components.
The next things to address are the live
components—your lawns, plants, trees,
and groundcovers (hereafter called
plants). If you have what is known as
a cool season grass such as a variety of
fescue, it probably fared well, but if you
have any warm season grasses such as bermudagrass or Kikuyu grass (commonly

Orcutt
Christian
Church
SUNDAY SERVICES
Bible School 9:00 AM
Morning Worship 10:15 AM
Holy Communion Every Sunday
BIBLE STUDIES:
Monday Evening 7:00 PM
Tuesday Evening 6:00 PM
Wednesday Afternoon 2:00 PM
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mistaken for St. Augustine) they have not permit so call if you would like a comdied, but rather just gone dormant. For a plimentary copy of this in its entirety. If
good description of different grasses and you need a sprinkler system spring tune
their benefits go to http://www.american- up and repair session or have any other
questions, call me on my cell at 878.5449.
lawns.com/grasses.
Plants should be given ample time to Enjoy your springtime!
show new signs of life. Hasty actions can
cause irreversible, if not
fatal, damage. Patience is
the word for today.
Proper pruning is critical. My favorite easy-tounderstand handbook on
pruning is Sunset Books’
Pruning Handbook: ISBN:
0376036052. It is catego����� �������� ������ ������ ����� ��� ��� ������
rized, alphabetized, and
�������������������������������������������������
has plenty of handy pic�������������������������������������������������
tures and drawings. If you
�������
������ ���� ����� ����� ��������� ������ �����
don’t find it in your favorite
home center or library, then
Google the ISBN number.
There are other good handbooks out there, but I can’t
comment on them without
personal review.
Once you are sure of
which plants need to be
replaced, consider this as
Mike Spears
a time to re-evaluate, rede1103 E Clark Avenue, Suite D
Santa Maria, CA 93455-5121
sign, and refresh the look
Bus: 805-937-7275
of your landscape. Do the
work over time, if needed,
to stay within budget.
�������������������������������������������
I had much more perti������������������������������������������
nent and detailed infor��������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������
mation, but space doesn’t
�

�������������������������

����������������
��������������������

��������������

������������������������������� �

Mar-Kel Home Improvement

The Victorian

Home Solutions and Construction
We Build Our Reputation
On Our Performance

Stained Glass Works
Where Glass is an Art!
Custom Designed Windows
Retail Sale of Glass,
Tools & Supplies
Gifts for Home & Garden
Repairs & Instruction

Framing • Siding • Drywall • Painting • Tile • Electrical
Interior/Exterior Work • Remodeling • Offices • Doors & Windows
Kitchens and Baths • Room Additions • Tenant Improvements
All Phases of Construction • Lic #643321

Dr. Archie Miller, Pastor
937-1641
204 Patterson Rd., Orcutt

(805) 937-8234

805-934-8622

125 W. Clark
(Old Orcutt Trade Center)

Locally Owned & Operated • Serving the Santa Maria Valley

ORCUTT

937-5340 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK
937-6641
100 E. Clark Ave
Orcutt, CA 93455

OIL CHANGES
AS LOW AS
$
00
Bill, Paul, Dena and Jesse have a combined 75+ years of
experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt
Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!

24

+tax

76 Oil • ask for details

PASS OR DON’T PAY!

34

$

00
Plus $8.25 for Certificate

Regular price $44.00

With this Pioneer
• Expires
1/15/2000
PlusCoupon
$8.25
Certificate

Vans or Motorhomes $10 Extra.
Coupons May Not Be Combined With
Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon
only • Please call for appointment.
Expires 3-31-07
s r

r
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Jeremy Griffin

Lic. 823283

New Construction • Remodeling • Repairs
Backflow Testing/Repairs

Now Offering a monthly discount program
for Orcutt area residents and businesses!
For the month of March

MENTION THIS AD FOR $100.00 OFF
ANY OUTSIDE GROUND CLEANOUT AND/OR
BACKWATER VALVE INSTALLATION.

934-1949

(805)

Thanks from Supervisor
On Thursday January 26, I had the pleasure of attending a meeting hosted by the
residents of Sunny Hills Mobile Home
Park. We were joined by Santa Barbara
County Sheriff Commander Bill Byre and
Lt. George Gingras. I wish to thank everyone for taking the time to attend and
discuss a variety of issues facing us.
We all enjoyed the informal setting and
the gracious hosting of the residents. We
were able to talk about a list of interests,
including traffic, future plans for the area,
law enforcement and local governing
trends.
One of the major topics of discussion
was rent control in mobile home parks. As
a result of our talk, I will be looking into
ways to alert new residents about the availability of rent control on their spaces. This
is a vital link in protecting and preserving
affordable housing not only in Orcutt but
throughout the entire county.
By meeting with interest groups, such as
Sunny Hills Mobile Home Park residents,
I learn and better understand the needs
and concerns of Orcutt residents. I look
forward to more meetings with my neighbors. Again, my most sincere thanks to
Sunny Hills residents.
Joni Gray
4th District Supervisor

The Creating Wellness Center wants to be
your one-stop shop for wellness. We are now
proud to offer the Creating Wellness System, a
total wellness solution that gives you all the
tools and motivation you need to:
1. Eat Better – through a meal plan
customized for your unique needs.

Do you need help with House cleaning, grocery shopping,
errands or medical appts? 937-9488
PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS. Give your child a gift that will last
Individuals, sell your items for FREE! Business ads only $20 for 25 forever. Classical, sacred, contemporary. Must have piano or
keyboard for practice. Beginners welcome. 934-3l34
words. Send via email to orcuttpioneer@yahoo.com.
Pine Wood sale benefiting the Friends of Waller Park. 12 FT.PORTA-BOAT WITH R/V MOUNT & FREE 28 LB. THRUST
$100/cord; $60 for 1/2 cord. Contact park office 934-6123 12 VOLT MOTOR. ONLY $700. 895-3989
ASSURED MORTGAGE PLANNING at Oak Tree Lending 2615 S.
for appt.
Sewing lessons: ages ten and up. My home---your own Miller St. #107 Santa Maria, CA 93455 938-5125
machine not required. Learn at own pace. Reasonable rate. Johnny’s Handyman Service Call 735-1309
Oster Breadmaker Never used Model 5858 $25; 2 Counter/Bar
Call Robin at Robin’s Bobbins @ 937-1299.
Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” sells doors, windows, Stools Padded arm & seats 24” $25ea; New Goodyear Tire
cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and lighting fixtures (some are w/Rim & Lug Nuts 235/50/16 $50; Electric Hedge Clippers
new or nearly new) at 50% or less of retail. 2053 Preisker 14” $25; Donut Spare Tire, 5 Hole 35/80/16 $10; Two wheel
Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Tuesdays, 10-1; Fridays from 10-4 pull golf cart $10. 934-1364
Looking for motorcycles, running or not.Turn that junker into
and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month from 10-1.
Former Marines interested in forming a Marine Corp. league cash, 249-0370.
detachment, please call Archie Miller for details. 478- Sleeper Sofa. Like new. Full size, 64 inches wide. Light beige.
$150 Call 937-7676.
8841.
Baby Cockatiels, hand-fed, ready for a good home! Bird Trying to learn Old Time Blacksmithing with coal forge. Do
you have old forge tools, postvice, etc for sale cheap? 937diapers also available. 937-7388
Model Home Furnishings All kinds of beautiful furniture for 7685 Randy
For Sale: Dining table, beautiful black laquor with 6 chairs.
the home. Priced to sell. 489-4277
Lg Dresser + mirror – solid wood maple $250; Chest of Perfect condition. Sacrifice $200; “eMachines” computer.
Drawers – solid wood $200; Rotospader – Sears $150. 1year old, 17” monitor, Windows XP, 80gb hard drive, 512mb
SD ram, printer, scanner, and a lot of extra software. $400
937-0781
ITEMS FOR SALE: Antique oak Hoosier kitchen cabinet, 440-7437
needs refinishing. $400 Antique upright piano with matching Young person needed to do garden work, weeding, cleaning
victorian piano stool. Completely restored $950; Old toy pedal trash in Orcutt. Will provide transportation if needed, $10/hour.
cars$60-$80 each. Antique oak round kitchen table tops, Harvey 934-9537
$45 each. Antique Walnut Armoire cir.1860’s needs restor- Ladies “Etonic” golf shoes, white, 71/2M never worn. $20;
ing.$300; Sears Craftsman wood Shaper on stand $100; Craftsman 18” gas chainsaw. Good condition $25 934Sears Craftsman wood belt sander disc sander combo on 1955.
stand $100. Delta wood jointer on stand $200. 345-6342
Manicuring station for rent. In a cute, quiet, comfortable shop
King featherbed $25; heavy, quality mirror 46x27.5” w/scal- in the Old Orcutt area. 250.00 a month. Call Stacy for details
loped wood trim Spanish-style $45; salad shooter $5; free at 934-1677.
espresso machine, 2 beautiful hanging cream lamps, pleated FOR SALE NEW CLASSIC LARGE PENDANT CHANDELIER in
and scalloped 16” high $75 for both; health & wellness books, brushed nickel with alabaster glass and etched scroll design.
vinyl exerciser w/table like new cost $400, sell for $150; Displayed in a Open House-Model Home. PAID $120 / ASKING
clothes, small sizes 938-9958.
$55 ANTIQUE VICTORIAN SOFA AND MATCHING ARM CHAIR in
Sanyo refridgerater with freezer (33”x19”x19”); Sharp mi- their original condition. Well cared for in a pet/smoke free home.
crowave, both white,like new, $125 for both, call 937-6023 SIMILIAR SET SELLS FOR $1600 in Antique Store ASKING $750
for both (includes delivery). PLEASE CALL 938-0656
and leave a message. Great for small spaces.
Two Foxenwood doors, good condition, $300 for both. 6 foot high qualty beige leather sofa $595 vinotemp wine
cooler with 2-glass doors & locks with keys all wood shelves
937-3486.
hold appox 72 bottles total outside color is burgundy never
Free, queen-size metal bed frame. 937-4751.
Bar stools, wood legs 26-in high, 13-in dia seat. $10 each been used $895 the height of the cooler is 6’ 2” please call
john at 934-2099 or 310-749-2328
or three for $25. 878-0967
2 Eric Clapton tickets for sale. Anaheim Honda Center (for- The Orcutt Pioneer is looking for freelance writers. Call
merly Pond) on March 17, 2007. Section 439, Row R, Seats 714-6584.
1 & 2. Both for $300.00. Call 937-5781.

Classified Ads

Open M-Sat 7:30-3pm • Friday 6-10pm

2. Get in Shape – through an exercise
program tailored to your level of fitness.
3. Make the Mind-Body Connection
- through wellness education, personal
coaching, and motivation.

315 S.Broadway
Old Orcutt, CA 93455
(805) 934-3471
rocknthedock@aol.com

The Creating Wellness Center
210 E. Clark Ave. Suite A, Old Orcutt

Call Now: (805) 934-5761

Be Sure to Visit The Dock And Ask For
Our Current Entertainment Schedule

�

Who’s in charge??
In the last couple of months I have attended a Planning Commission meeting
and had 2 meetings with our supervisor
regarding housing and related problems in
Orcutt. I was stunned at the planning commission meeting. Commissioner Valencia
voiced dismay and disbelief that the developer of the Rice Ranch Road project took a
plan to the NBAR that included roofing he
had specifically opposed, somehow got approval of that plan, then came back to the
planning commission for further approval
with said roofing. Furthermore we’re supposed to feel sorry for the poor developer
because he had already spent money based
on the NBAR approval. I was aghast that
the planning commission actually approved the project 5-0!! Approximately 30
minutes later my colleagues and I were in a
meeting with our supervisor during which
I asked her “Who’s in charge here? Why
do we even have a planning commission if
developers can do what they want? Why
do we have supervisors for that matter?”
I cannot speak for her, but I can tell you
that her answer was frightening. We are at
the mercy of developers, plain and simple.
They can do what they want if they have
enough money. We have to elect people
willing to stop them. If you live in the
Orcutt area, especially Old Orcutt, you
must make your voice heard.
Don Armstrong
Old Orcutt
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Breakfast • Lunch • Catering

Exceptional Independent
Living for Adults 55+
Tired of the hassles of home maintenance? Paying bills?
Looking for an easier lifestyle? Discover Hummel Village!
Your Springtime Move-in Special
Move in by May 31, 2007—receive $1,000 off first month’s
rent OR we pay your moving costs up to $1,000
Visit or Call Today
4468 Hummel Drive (off Foster Rd.) Orcutt, CA 93455
(805) 937-6204 * Mon-Fri 11am-5pm or by appointment
www.hummelvillage.com

Providing Urgent,
Primary & Industrial
Medicine
No Appointment Necessary • Open Evenings and Saturdays
Accepting New Patients for Primary Care Services
• Family Medicine (Colds, flu, asthma, minor injuries & diabetes management)
• Women’s Health • Sports Medicine
• Treatment of Industrial Injuries • Employment Physicals
Accepts most major insurance plans, including:
Beech Street, Blue Cross, Blue Shield, Health Net, Medicare, United Healthcare

Physician Always On Duty • Open Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Saturdays 9am-5pm

(805) 922-0561

Located in the Ross Shopping Center • 340 East Betteravia Rd, Suite C • Santa Maria
All Major Credit Cards & Checks Accepted • Serving the Santa Maria Valley for 20 Years
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Calendar of Events
Special Events

Artists and crafts people needed for Los Padres
Artist Guild’s Spring Show Saturday, March 31st
at Oasis Senior Center, 420 E. Soares. The Central
Coast Geranium Society and the Santa Maria
Model A Club will participate in the show, and
ROTOP (Residents for Old Town Orcutt Preservation) will host a BBQ. Cost $25 & 15% commission,
and a $20 membership fee for non-members.
Application deadline March 1st. At the monthly
meeting at Oasis, March 9th 7 PM, Barbara Alloway will demonstrate painting with acrylics.
Info: 934-5835
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s Team in
Training Program raising funds for research and
aid for victims and families. Maureen Black of
Orcutt has pledged to raise $2,100 with a team of
USA Elite cycling coaches to help her complete
a 100 mile bike ride on March 10, the Solvang
Century. Donations to leukemia and lymphoma
research accepted. Sponsorship benefits for
corporate sponsors. http://www.active.com/
donate/tntgla/tntglamblack1
Orcutt American Legion Post 534 Colors on
Clark (American flags on light poles) replenishment and maintenance fundraiser BBQ, Saturday,
March 10 11-3pm, 145 W. Clark Ave. Support or
flag – show your colors!
Santa Maria Civic Theatre is substituting the
play Love Letters for Two Rooms on Friday and
Saturday nights, March 2 & 3 at 8pm. Located
at 1600 N. McClelland in Santa Maria, the SMCT
offers affordable a professional quality theatre to
its audiences.
Parenting Seminars by Dr. Meg Meeker. Tuesday, March 27, 2007 at 6:30 pm Care Net Dessert
Faire. First Christian Church 1550 S. College
Drive Santa Maria; Wednesday,March 28, 2007
at 6 pm St. Joseph High School Gymnasium 4120
S. Bradley Road, Orcutt or Thursday, March 29,

2007 at 7 pm Lake View Jr. High Multipurpose
Room 3700 Orcutt Road Orcutt. Info: 928-9285.
20 years of counseling adolescents, Dr. Meeker
can show you how to strengthen your bond with
your teenager.
OTORA ANNUAL MEETING & BOARD MEMBER ELECTIONS, Saturday, March 24 at noon at
The Loading Dock, Santa Maria Style BBQ, $10 per
person, dinner reservations must be in by March
8, email your name and # of dinners requested to:
otorainorcutt@aol.com Questions: 934-3133
United States Youth Volleyball League begins
April 19 and runs for 8 weeks. Players meet
Thursdays 6-7pm and Saturdays 9-10am for practices and games. Co-ed format for ages 7-14, no
experience necessary, mission to learn and play in
a fun, safe, supervised, low-pressure environment.
Info: 1-888-988-7985 or www.usyvl.org
PCPA SEEKS HOUSING Have an extra room &
need extra income? PCPA Theaterfest seeks area
housing for in-coming summer students and staff.
Housing must be available in May. Requirements
include a bedroom with bed provided, a private or
accessible bathroom and onsite laundry facilities.
PCPA’s Housing Coordinator at 928-7731x3151.

Monthly or Weekly Events

All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast at OASIS Senior
Center, 420 East Soares, Old Orcutt on the second
Saturday of each month
8 – 10 am:. Adults
$3.50, Children $2.00
ARK Tennis Lessons for third through eighth
graders every Saturday from 11:30 – 1pm at St.
Joseph High School tennis courts. Info: Coach
Patrick Ortiz 934-9911.
Captain Henry Sweetser Chapter of Daughters
Of The American Revolution meeting on the
second Saturday of each month, 10:30am. Info:
934-4438
Central City Chordsmen practice from 7:00pm
to 9:30pm every Tuesday at the Lutheran Church
of Our Savior, corner of Bradley and Patterson.
Everyone is invited to come and listen and male
singers to participate. Info: 934-0399.
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Central Coast Computer Club 4Cs; Knollwood
Village Country Club, 4012 So. Bradley. Systems
“SIG” starts at 5:45pm Word & Windows “SIG”
at 6 PM Business meeting at 7 PM. on the third
Tuesday of each month. Visitors are welcome.
Info: 937-2374
Healing Grief Class, an 8 week support class
for the newly bereaved held 5 times a year (Tues
10:00 to 12:00 at Marian Residence) and a Grief
Recovery Support Group every Tues. 3:00 to 4:30
in the conference room at Minami Center, 600 W.
Enos in Santa Maria. Info on either group: Marian
Hospice at 739-3830
Join the Cub Scouts! Pack 93 of Orcutt Camping,
hiking, lots of outdoor activities. Family oriented
pack. Siblings are invited! Join the fun of the most
exciting Cub Scout pack around. Contact Cubmaster Darrel Parker at 934-7931or Fred Carbone for
more information e-mail: drfredcarbone@cs.com
Check out Pack 93’s Website http://lospadrespack93.tripod.com/
50 Plus Club members, guests meet in St. Louis
de Montfort Parish Hall, 5095 Harp Road, Second
Thursday of each month 11:30am for community
news and potluck lunch. Info: 937-3119.
Flea Market at The Loading Dock, 315 S. Broadway, Old Orcutt, rain cancels on the first Saturday
of each month: Info on booth rental or other:
934-3471
Friends of the Orcutt Library meet at Sunny Hills
Mobile Home Estates Clubhouse, 1650 E. Clark,
Orcutt on the second Thursday of each month
4:30pm. Info: 934-8325

Habitat for Humanity’s “RE-STORE” is open to
the public and sells recycled building materials
from construction sites and business donations.
Doors, windows, cabinets, lights, tubs, sinks, and
lighting fixtures (some are new or nearly new) are
sold at 50% or less of retail. Habitat for Humanity
also accept donations. Located at 2053 Preisker
Lane, Suite B, Santa Maria. Hours are Fridays
from 10 AM to 1 PM and the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each month from 10 AM to 3 PM.
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Charlene Miller
478-8842

Dorothy Guida
680-5346

Curt Cragg
934-3369

(805)

DOUBLE WIDE MOBILE HOME
in well-managed Mobile Home Park. Pets allowed.
55 or older. Newer carpet and flooring. Amenities
include pool, spa, clubhouse, RV Storage. Call
today for more info. $50,000.00, T170P

934-3369

RARE BUILDABLE LOT IN SHELL BEACH!
Use plans for 1400-1800 sq. ft. 2 story home, or design
your own! Owner has schematic plans, they were
reviewed by City of Pismo P.D, soils tests completed.
Potential Ocean views from upper floors! $499,000.00,
E160P
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1140 E. Clark Ave #170,
Santa Maria, CA
Located in the
Albertson’s Shopping Center
“There’s no place like Home.”
www.callhomerealty.com

GORGEOUS SINGLE STORY 3 bedroom with possibility
of 4, 2 bath in Cherrywood Estates. This home is only 3
years old and has cathedral ceilings, open floor plan and
many upgrades throughout. Unique corner location on a
quiet street. A must see, call today! $430,000.00, G182P

NO ASSOCIATION DUES HERE! Nicely updated
Los Alamos home in beurtiful wine country. Plenty
of parking and flagstone patio with veranda for
entertaining. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, lots of windows
give a light and bright interior. $549,000.00, C355P

Steve Southwick
878-1401

Mary Ann Wright
331-0995

Christy Bagby
714-7726

Miko Nehman
714-8124
BEAUTIFUL LAKE VIEWS from this 2 bedroom home
located in the gated community of North Shore Ski & Boat
Club. Private dock just a short distance from the house.
Private launch ramp. Additional storage garage included.
Large Living area & Dining area. Call for more
information. $499,000.00, N607P

WONDERFUL newer 3 bedroom/2 bath home! Spacious
Living Room, large Dining area. Sunny Kitchen with tile
counters and flooring. Plus Breakfast Bar! Beautiful yard
with Santa Maria style BBQ and patio area with brick
pavers. Finished garage. Move-in ready! $397,000.00,
A172P

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION! Spacious home has 4 bedrooms,
3 _ baths and is conveniently located in close proximity to shopping!
Large Living Room has fireplace and crown molding. Formal Dining plus
eat-in kitchen. There is an indoor laundry room. The Master is oversized, enormous Family Room has separate entrance with one bedroom
and 1.5 baths on that level. Could be possible In-Law quarters. This
home is approximately 3,392 sq. ft. $555,000.00, D104P

CLASSIC TIFFANY PARK 3 bedroom in Orcutt, convenient to
schools and shopping. Corner location allows RV access, nicely
landscaped. Some upgrades include: Newer roof, dual pane
windows, light fixtures, window treatments, upgraded tile in
kitchen and entry. Large Dining Room and pleasant Family
Room. For additional info or a private showing please call.
$539,900.00, Z153P

Sue Noble
451-2774

Lisa Morinini
252-1769

GORGEOUS HOME! 3 spacious bedrooms, 2 baths
Orcutt home. Upgraded kitchen with granite tile counters,
tile flooring, black appliances w/ built-in microwave.
Breakfast bar and nook, inside laundry area, tile roof, and
a maintenance free yard! Call today for a private
tour.R430, $424,500.00P

Sharon DeBacker
878-2860

RARE TRIPLE WIDE IN KNOLLWOOD! This spacious 2 bedroom,
2 bath has formal Living and Family rooms. Dining room has built-in
hutch. There is a Sun room located directly off of Family room.
Large Kitchen w/plenty of cabinets and counter space. Indoor
laundry and Master bath has soaking tub & separate shower. Call
today! B393, $159,000.00P

EXTREMELY NICE
triple wide on foundation in family park. Two years new.
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, approx. 2150 sq. ft. Newer
applicances, ceiling fans, light and bright and spacious.
Call for more info.
$424,900.00, U353P

Visit us at
www.CallHomeRealty.com
for More Available Properties
Information Not Verified

Shirley Ginn-Fong
878-3968

$440,000.00, T963P

Necia Shelton
934-3369

GREAT HOME IN WONDERFUL NEIGHBORHOOD!
This 4 bedroom/2.5 bath home offers a spacious Family Room w/
fireplace, separate Formal Dining Room & comfortable Living Room.
You will love the 3-car garage. The kitchen has new deluxe stainless
stove, hood and dishwasher. Generous lot is over 10,000 sq. ft.
Beautiful gazebo style covered patio area in yard. Call today for your
private tour! $675,000.00, B453P

Vi Sparks
878-6255

Available Rentals
NEWER CONDO! 3bdr/2 bath condo with
view of greenbelt! Border of Orcutt/Santa
Maria, 2nd floor unit, no pets. $1,350/mo
with $1,350 security deposit. M310P

Property Management
“There’s No Place Like Home”
1140 E. Clark Ave., Suite 170
Santa Maria, CA 93454
(805) 934-3515

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION! 4 bedroom Orcutt home.
New interior paint and carpet. Laminate flooring in cozy
Family Room, huge Living/Dining combo. Large Master
with walk-in closet. For more info please call.
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LIKE NEW! Beautiful 3 bedroom/2 bath home
in gated community. Appliances included,
$1,700/mo with a $1,700 security deposit. No
pets, no smoking. Show on weekends or
evenings only. Call for more info. L223P
Will allow pets!! 4 bdr/2 bath home in Orcutt. $1,750/mo with $1,750 security deposit and an additional
non-refundable pet deposit of $250. V129P
Housesharing! 2 fully furnished rooms available for rent, all utilities paid. Month-to-month rental lease, no
pets, no smoking. Each room $500/mo with $500 security deposit. Call for more info. F586P
LOMPOC! Single level Townhome! 2 bed/2 bath, end unit, with formal Living room, Dining/Family room.
$1,600/mo with $1,600 sec. dep. No pets, no smoking. Wonʼt last long, call today! O415P

Charlene Miller
(805) 478-8842

Suzie Ruiz
(805) 757-7183
Se Habla Español

LOMPOC! On the golf course! 2 bed/2 bath single level Townhome, with formal Living room, Dining/Family
room. 2 car garage. $1,700/mo with $1,700 sec. dep. No pets, no smoking. Hurry and call today! S68P

Now mailed directly to ALL 15,000
Orcutt Households & Businesses Monthly!

