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Old Town Orcutt Planning First St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Mark your Calendars!
The Kiwanis Clubs of the Santa Maria 

Valley are busy planning the inaugural 
Old Town St. Patrick’s Day Parade and 
Community Corned Beef & Cabbage Feed 
which will be held on St. Patrick’s Day, March 
17 at 12 noon in Old Town Orcutt. The theme 
is “Make Orcutt Green,” and the parade will 
feature local music, marching bands and 
prizes for the best floats. 

The parade route begins at the Dyer St. 
& Rice Ranch Rd. intersection and heads 
north to Clark Ave., west to Broadway 
St., and then back south to Rice Ranch 

Rd. Parade participant entry forms are 
downloadable copies are available at www.
facebook.com/Old-Town-St-Patricks-Day-
Parade-945349532300742/. 

Ed and Lisa Murray will be honored as the 
inaugural Grand Marshals. According to 
parade founder, Doug Dougherty, “Ed and 
Lisa symbolize the spirit of St. Patrick’s Day 
like no other couple.  Not only have they 
attended the largest St. Patrick’s Day Parades 
around the world, they were married on 
this very day, so they’ll be celebrating their 
wedding anniversary as they waive to the 
crowd.”  The Murrays were also selected as 

2016 Celebrate Philanthropy Awardees.
The Community Corned Beef & Cabbage 

Feed begins at 1pm at the OASIS Center 
located at 420 Soares Ave. The town of Orcutt 
will feature many family friendly activities 
throughout the day, and is hoping that this 
event grows in fun and excitement each 
year. The committee wants this to become a 
signature Central Coast event. 

The town of Orcutt requests: (1) ALL 
those drinking adult beverages stay inside 
the establishment of purchase, (2) Coolers 
will not be permitted within the parade areas 
or along the route. This policy WILL BE 

STRICTLY ENFORCED.
The Old Town St. Patrick’s Day Parade was 

created to provide the people of the Central 
Coast with a family-oriented, community 
event to help attract visitors to the Old 
Town Orcutt merchant district. Since the 
revitalization of Old Town over the past 
decade, the parade hopes to showcase all the 
unique activities it has to offer.

The parade is self-financed; donations are 
welcome and sponsorship opportunities are 
available. 

For more information, contact the parade 
committee at 805-704-0625.

Old Orcutt Mural Gets Beautiful Refurbish

Community isn’t just about geographical 
proximity.  It is often about people coming 
together and working toward a common goal.  
And sometimes those goals are big enough to 
cover entire walls, like the creation that graces 
the side of the Old Orcutt Revitalization 
Association.

The large mural, painted by Glenda 
Stevens eleven years ago, was first proposed 

by OTORA’s then-president Danny George.  
“We needed something to bring us together,” 
he says.  “It was a healing effort [for the 
community].  And I’ve always loved murals.”

Though George came up with the idea to 
have the mural contain six individual images 
representing Orcutt, he left the details up 
to Stevens, who he calls a magician.  She 
designed and painted scenes depicting 

what life was like in Orcutt at the turn of 
the century, including some very familiar 
buildings, on a backdrop of oil fields.  

“Orcutt Circa 1900” has since become a 
point of pride and a beautiful fixture in old 
town and, after so many years exposed to the 
elements, it was time to spruce it up.  George 
approached Berto van Veen and Kathy 
Richards Brodie and together they agreed to 

sponsor a refurbishment.
Stevens, who has painted various murals 

and home interiors around the central coast, 
was looking forward to brightening it up.  
With the help of her daughter, Marcie Gooley, 
she spent a few days covering old paint with 
new in what they referred to as a large-scale 
paint by numbers project.

“It was fun!” says Gooley.  “I’ve been 
working alongside my mom since I was five 
and working for her for the last seventeen 
years.”

Not only did Stevens and Gooley spruce up 
the current mural, they will also be creating 
new pieces on the other side of the building 
in a separate project spearheaded by George.  
These works of art will feature notable figures 
from Orcutt and local residents will be able to 
sponsor individual pieces honoring anyone 
from family members to community leaders.  
The first subject will be George’s father.

Everyone involved with this new project is 
excited to see it begin.  As Stevens says, “We 
want to paint the town!”

“Orcutt Circa 1900” can be found at 
120 East Clark Avenue (facing the Orcutt 
76 parking lot).  Stay tuned for more 
information on how you can sponsor your 
own piece of art.

Rebecca Ross reporting
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805 937-3385

Parts ~ Sales ~ Service
We Handle It All!

Broken Springs, Openers & Maintenance
Replacement Doors 

Improve the Look & Value of your Home

Call Today for Your FREE 
Inspection and Estimate

Lic. #1015626

GARAGE DOOR & OPENERS, INC.

Owned/Operated by Z. Dizayee
State Lic. No. 697163-C61 • City Lic. No. 11235

Worker’s Comp & Liability Insured

937-7817937-7817

COASTAL TREE SERVICECOASTAL TREE SERVICE
“We go out on a limb for you.” ®SM

Serving Santa Maria & Five Cities • Residential • Commercial

Since 1986

 Lic. #874418

 ALEX FERREL 
 PAINTING

 (805)  598-4052
 “Small Town Painters,

 Big Time Quality!”

 Here on the Central Coast we’re blessed to have a mild climate to live in. 
 Compared to some parts of the country, we can enjoy outdoor living all year long. 
 If you want to call it spring cleaning or maintenance, take a look at your house or 
 business. Does it need attention before bigger problems cost you much more down 
 the line? Maybe even a power wash to remove built up dust from the constant fog 
 and wind. Look underneath your eves, behind the fascia and you’ll see the majority 
 of the dust problem. Give your local painter a call for advice, it’s always free.

 Call for Appointment Mon - Fri 8 am to 5:30 pm
 147 W. Clark Ave., Old Town Orcutt • 937-6033

Celebrating 25 Years

 LICENSED

 INSPECTION & 
 REPAIR STATION

 SMOG
 CHECK

 ORCUTT PIONEER 

 WITH COUPON • EXPIRES 3-31-18
 NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 

 RICK’S CAR CARE   937-6033

 2000 and newer 
 cars and light trucks. 

 All other vehicles extra. 
 Excludes Motor Homes & 

 Vans. Plus Certificate $8.25.

 $ 29 95

 SMOG
 CHECK

 plus tax

 4850 S. BRADLEY RD

Increase in Birds of Prey Targeting Pets
Following the Alamo fire that burned 

nearly 30,000 acres east of Santa Maria last 
July, some wildlife that endured the disaster 
have been flocking to where they can to get 
resources, resulting in an increase of attacks 
on pets.

According to Stacy Silva, Santa Barbara 
County Animal Services Community 
Outreach Coordinator, there has been an 
increase in calls, including in Orcutt, about 
birds of prey targeting or attacking small pets 
since the fire. 

Although citizens have shared a space with 
the birds for years, they lost a majority of their 
hunting ground during Alamo. Additionally, 

the drought has caused their food supplies 
to have significantly diminished, Silva said.

“Hawks and other birds of prey are starving 
and in their desperation have taken household 
pets; specifically, smalls dogs and cats,” she 
explained.

While hawks are protected under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, there are several 
different steps pet owners can take to protect 
their loved ones.

Overall, the best advice she said she can 
give is for pet owners to be on high alert and 
take precautions to mitigate the threat and 
protect their pets. This can be done through:

• Ridding yards of debris and picking up 

uneaten pet food to deter mice and other 
small rodents.

•Accompanying pets outdoors and, if this 
is not possible, keeping them inside. If you 
have no other options, enclosures with tops 
may be useful.

 • Always walking dogs on leashes to ensure 
control.

 At this point, Silva is unsure if the recent 
Thomas fire and mudslide in Santa Barbara 
has played a role in the increased activity in 
the northern part of the county.

Jamie Guista reporting

Library Honors Adele Lippitt
 A ceremony 

was held in front 
o f  t h e  O rc ut t 
Library recently 
to celebrate the 
unvei l ing of  a 
plaque and the 
dedication of a 
bench in honor 
of Adele Lippitt.  
T h e  l i b r a r y 
also received a 

collection of books in Adele’s memory. 
Adele was a strong advocate for enriching 

the lives of children, especially through 
education. She was passionate about children’s 
literature, books about the cultures of the 
world and mysteries set in exotic places.  
She graduated from Hunter College with a 
Master's Degree in geography and earned 
a teaching credential.  She taught preschool 
for many years.

Upon her death, her family suggested 
donations be made to the Orcutt Library 

for the purchase of books.  In addition, 
Jake Rooney and the Will family generously 
offered to buy a bench for the front of the 
library, so that the memorial donations would 
be reserved for purchasing books.  The bench 
has already been well used by library visitors.  

Donations to the library are always welcome 
and greatly appreciated. A donation can 
be made at any time to celebrate a person 
or occasion or for no reason other than to 
support your local library.Adele Lippitt
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©2001 Budget Blinds Inc. All Rights Reser ved. *Offer not valid with any
offers. Offer good at time of initial estimate only. Offer good at participating

franchises only. Each franchise independentl y owned and operated.

CALLTODAY -FREE- IN-HOME CONSULTATION

BUDGET BLINDS · 739-8838
LOCALLY OWNED and FAMILY OPERATED

CA LIC# 977029  
Expires 3/31/18

Monterey Shutters Select Signature
WindowTreatments

*Plus tax and installation. Square
and rectangular windows only

30%OFF
*4 Louver Sizes
*4 Of TheMost PopularWhites
*Indoor Air Quality Cer
*Limited LifetimeWarranty

Verticals,Wood &
FauxWoods, Cellulars,
Roller Shades,Woven

Woods &More

$26*As
Low
As

per
sq. ft

Applies to the purchase of 2 or more window coverings.
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Type version:

CCB: Corporate logos
Blue: cmyk 88-77-0-0 / no PMS match
Gray: cmyk 52-43-41-0 / no PMS match

.com version:

Abbreviation version:

Tag versions:

Type version:

CCB: Corporate logos
Blue: cmyk 88-77-0-0 / no PMS match
Gray: cmyk 52-43-41-0 / no PMS match

.com version:

Abbreviation version:

Tag versions:

BRE#01266964

Reserve now and get $3,000 in incentives: an Appliance Package 
(washer/dryer & refrigerator) OR a Backyard Package.*  
*Applies to certain lots only. See sales agent for details. Limited time offer.

Beautiful homes on estate-sized lots 
from the low $500,000s

Open Daily 10am – 5pm  /  On S. Bradley Rd 
between Union Valley Parkway & Amethyst Dr
in Orcutt  /  (805) 354-0658  /  sales@ccb1.net

__________                                                                                        __________ 

RESERVE NOW & get
$3,000 in INCENTIVES

____________________________           ____________________________

YOUR DREAM HOME IN ORCUTT

facebook.com/OrcuttPioneer
Dr. David Hensiek

Chiropractor

235 E. Clark Ave., Orcutt CA 93455
(805) 937-2015 • Fax (805) 937-2016

 Veteran
 Owned

 Ken and Deborah Pili
   Owners

“Angels” Parents Needed to 
Foster Babies and Toddlers

Angels Foster Care is 
looking for families who 
want to make a difference 
in the life of a foster baby or 
toddler. These very young 
children were removed from 
their homes due to abuse, 
abandonment or neglect. 
Angels Foster Care places 
local foster children from 
birth to age three, and their 
siblings up to age five, in 
loving homes. 

Foster care provides a temporary home 
until a child can be safely reunited with his 
or her family.  When a court decides the 
child cannot safely return home, an adoptive 
home offers them a permanent, stable, loving 
family.  One out of every two children placed 
in Angels Foster Care homes are later adopted 
by their Angels parents.

Long-time Orcutt resident and Angels 
Director of Operations, Jennifer Mills, and 
her clinical team provide comprehensive 
hands-on support to Angels parents and their 
foster children. Jennifer has been amazed and 
inspired by, “the tremendous positive impact 

that one family can have on a 
child.” According to Jennifer, 
“At Angels, the primary focus 
is always on the child.”

Angels Social Worker and 
Licensed Marriage and Family 
Therapist, Stacey Anderson, 
was born and raised in Orcutt 
and returned to town in May 
of 2016 to be closer to her 
family. Her experience at 
Angels has been especially 

rewarding because the Angels Foster Care 
model encourages clinicians to spend as much 
time as needed with each baby and family. 

Angels Foster Care is currently looking for 
families to begin training in 2018. The first 
6-week Angels parent training session of the 
year is underway at the Angels Foster Care 
North County office located in Old Town 
Orcutt.

For a complete list of Angels Foster Care 
parent requirements, or if you are interested 
in learning more about foster care, please 
visit www.angelsfostercare.org or call 805-
884-0012.

Young Baseball Whiz  
Competes Nationally

Orcutt resident 11-year-old Brock Wilson 
was recently selected to participate in the 
youth All-American baseball games in 
Sanford, Florida, where he competed with 
players from all over the United States and 
7 other countries. Brock was the only player 
from California on his team, and undefeated 
going into the championship game, where 
they lost by one point in the ninth inning.  
Brock played shortstop and had no strike 
outs during the tournament.  Brock says, “I 
love sports in general, but my true love in 
baseball.”  

His sponsors include Mid-Coast Veteran's 
Alliance,  Trojan Petroleum, Kinyon 
Construction, Kay's Country Kitchen, 
Hitching Post of Casmalia, Stowasser of 
Santa Maria, Community Bank of Santa 
Maria, Orcutt National Little League as well 
as friends and family who sent him monetary 
gifts for his trip.

Angels social workers Stacey 
Anderson and Jennifer Mills

Brock Wilson ready to bat.
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(805) 459-4726
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Brittany HHeeiill--Newton
NMLS #694312
Mortgage Loan O
(805) 459-4726

John Schuldt
NMLS #670051
Mortgage Loan O
(805) 878-4850(805) 878-4850
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Same Faces, New Location.

Equal Housing Lender

This is not an offer for an extension of credit or a commitment to lend. All applications are subject to borrower 
and property underwriting approval. Not all applicants will qualify. All loan products and terms are subject to 
change without notice. Provident Bank Mortgage is a division of Provident Savings Bank, F.S.B., NMLS 
#449980. © 2017 Provident Bank. All rights reserved.                                                                              REV  1217

We are still your
Local Mortgage Advisors

Start off the New 
Year with a new 

home

Provident Bank Mortgage
1157 East Clark Ave., Ste. H
Santa Maria, CA  93455

Lic. #738011
Heating•A/C•Sheet Metal • Inc.

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

805-928-5486 • 155 South Broadway, Orcutt, CA  93455
www.jrbarto.com

 Sensei Ron & Sharon Oakes
 (805) 440-4379

 Go from Zero to HERO!

 Martial Arts Classes
 for High School Students

 Starting Now
 Call Now To Reserve Space!

 FAMILY DISCOUNTS

 1108 E Clark Ave - 937-8766

 established 1978

 Complimentary Gift Wrapping, Too!

 SPRING IS HERE!
 TIME TO COME IN

 AND SEE 
 WHAT’S NEW!

“Murder Will Out” Latest in Local Author's Detective Series
Tom Logan is no armchair 

detective or desk jockey, he’s 
a real-deal private eye who’s 
not afraid to get his hands 
dirty in the pursuit of justice.  
And what better place to 
get your hands dirty than 
in 1930 Hollywood, where 
glamour and greed are two 
sides of the same glittering 
coin.

Local writer, Tony Piazza, 
the brains behind the Tom 
Logan detective series, 
brings his readers something 
a little bit different with his latest work, 
Murder Will Out.  This collection of three 
Logan short stories means three times the 
adventure and also gives a glimpse into the 
life of the up-and-coming gumshoe just 
before he really hits his stridw wwaae.

In “Logan Takes a Gamble,” Tom finds 
himself on a casino boat trying to rescue 
a woman from the clutches of a racketeer 
and emerges soaking wet but victorious.  In 
“Death Hides Behind a Mask”, he comes face-
to-face with a truly chilling female villain 
worthy of a James Whale production.

“Murder Will Out”, the longest in the 
collection at 220 pages, sends Logan on 

the run as he tries to protect a 
beautiful female witness, Mei-
Ling, while also keeping a target 
off of his own back.  A murdered 
prostitute, a secret black book 
that could take down some 
serious big wigs, and a crime 
organization known as The 
Syndicate are the key ingredients 
in this classic noir tale that ends, 
appropriately, with the phrase 
“The Beginning”.  A fitting 
conclusion to the prequel of 
Piazza’s first novel, Anything 
Short of Murder.

The decision to create a collection of short 
stories that go back to the early days of 
Logan’s career was a conscious one in both 
form and subject.  “It was an experiment,” 
Piazza explains.  “I wanted to try the short 
story format.  I wanted to see if I was capable 
of doing it.”

He recounts a recent incident when a 
woman stopped by his table at an author 
event, picked up one of his books, and 
proclaimed, “I wouldn’t read that!”  When 
asked why not, her answer was short but 
telling:  “It’s too long,” she told him.  

“There are groups out there that don’t want 
to spend a lot of time reading,” he says. He 

considers his experiment a success and is 
open to trying it again in the future, but for 
his next project he’ll return 
to full-length novels.  It’s 
clear from the not-so-short 
story “Murder Will Out” 
that he enjoys exploring 
the potential that stories 
present.

As far as Logan’s back 
story, Piazza wanted to 
visit Tom as a single man 
and take the opportunity 
to bring in new female 
characters.  And now that 
we’ve gotten a glimpse into 
his past, Piazza will once 
again be taking us back to his “present”.  

Piazza is known for creating vivid locations 
in his novels.  Murder is Such Sweet Revenge 
centered around a luxurious hotel in San 
Diego, Murder Will Out skipped from the 
Hollywood Hills to Chinatown to the Venice 
Pier, and the next adventure for Tom and his 
now-wife Rita will send them to the Grand 
Canyon.

“I like to research my books,” Piazza says.  
“When you write, you paint pictures for your 
readers.”  To achieve this, he visits locations 
and takes countless photographs and notes.  

His latest research excursions have taken him 
to the Grand Canyon as well as the Santa 

Maria Inn and, as he points 
out, there are still endless 
Los Angeles locations to 
explore.

Though wr it ing  and 
publicity take up a fair 
chunk of the author’s time, 
Piazza always finds ways to 
keep things interesting.  He 
is currently collaborating on 
the audiobook for Murder 
Will Out with Broadway 
actor James Romick and 
will host the Bullitt 50th 
Anniversary presentation 

at the Santa Maria Library in May.  He also 
recently had a successful book signing at The 
Bookworm and praises the used bookstore 
for supporting local authors.

To  f i n d  o u t  m o r e ,  v i s i t  w w w.
authortonypiazza.com.  All of Tony Piazza’s 
novels, as well as memoirs recounting his 
time spent working as an extra and stand-
in for television and film, are available on 
Amazon.com.

Rebecca Ross reporting

Local author Tony Piazza 
releases latest detective novel.
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 937-5340 ORCUTT

 With this Pioneer Coupon • Expires 1/15/2000

 Plus $8.25 for Certificate

 $10.00 OFF SMOG CHECK

 Plus $8.25 Certificate, Transfer Fee $1.50
 ‘95 and Older Vehicles $10 Extra, Vans or Motorhomes 

 $15 Extra. Coupons May Not Be Combined With 
 Any Other Offer. Most Cars or Light Trucks. With coupon 
 only • Please call for appointment. • Drive Ups Welcome.

 $ 34 00
 PASS OR DON’T PAY!

 Regular price  $44.00

 (805) 937-5340 • Expires  3-31-18

 100 E. Clark Ave
 Orcutt, CA 93455

 Oil Changes as low as

 ask for details

 $ 29 00
 +tax

 Steve, Bill, Dena, Mark,  Chris have a combined 150+ years of 
 experience in vehicle repair right here in Old Town Orcutt.

 Family owned and operated since the early 80’s!
r�r�s� TM

 M-F 8-5
 Sat 8-Noon

Orcutt Schools Update

Momentum for Measure G
Dr. Debbie Blow, Superintendent, OUSD

Actual construction has not yet begun, 
but behind the scenes the Orcutt Union 
School District is working diligently on 
implementation of Measure G, the $60 
million school bond measure that district 
voters approved in November 2016.

The first Measure G task will be safety 
improvements on our K-6 campuses.

Our architect, SVA Architects, and our 
construction manager, A.J. Diani Building 
Corp., are working with district staff to 
design site safety plans that include decorative 
fencing that will funnel visitors to designated 
entry points, improved pedestrian access, 
improved patterns for bus and parent drop-
off, and improved flow of student traffic on 
school grounds.

Alice Shaw School will host the prototype 
safety project.  The district recently arranged 
meetings during which the school’s employees 
could see a draft safety plan for their site and 
then give feedback to our architect and 
construction manager.

“The staff at Alice Shaw were very helpful,” 
says Pete Hemesath, a vice-president for 
A.J. Building Corp. who will be overseeing 
Measure G work in our school district.  “They 

provided some good input on day-to-day 
issues.”

Adds Jenee Severance, Alice Shaw’s 
principal:  “We’re excited to be the model 
school.  The plans we saw would enhance the 
safety of people on and around our campus 
while also being aesthetically pleasing.”

If all goes well, the improvements at Alice 
Shaw will be completed in time for the start 
of the 2018-2019 school year.  Work will 
follow at the district’s other K-6 campuses – 
Joe Nightingale, Patterson Road, Pine Grove, 
and Ralph Dunlap – before continuing at our 
junior high schools and Orcutt Academy 
High School.

“With the Alice Shaw project, we have some 
momentum,” says Hemesath.  “And of course 
we have a lot to do in the years to come.”

After addressing site safety needs, we will 
turn our attention to facilities improvements 
that are prioritized throughout the district.  
These improvements include replacing 
dilapidated modular classrooms, remodeling 
restrooms, and upgrading classrooms that 
have never been modernized.  

In the months and years to come, we will 
regularly update all of you on Measure G 

projects and their timeline.  Please know, 
though, that implementing a school bond 
takes time.  Bonds are sold to investors not all 
at once, but in a series of carefully sequenced 
steps.  Plans for bond projects need to be 
developed by our architect and construction 
manager.  The Division of the State Architect 
needs to approve all designs for buildings 
and facility improvements.  And bids on 
projects need to be sought from contractors.  
All of this needs to happen before actual 
construction and modernization work can 
start.

In the end, we all can be excited about 
Measure G and the difference it will make 
for our schools, students, and staff.  We know 
implementation of the bond will be a multi-
year undertaking, but in the meantime we are 

incredibly grateful to Orcutt Union School 
District voters for allowing our schools to 
have this opportunity

Superintendent Dr. Debbie Blow can be 
contacted by phone at 938-8900 or by e-mail 
at dblow@orcutt-schools.net. Follow her on 
Twitter at @debiblow.

March 17, 2018, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
St. Louis de Montfort Church 
1190 E. Clark Ave, Orcutt CA 

Registration Forms Available On-Line 
For Information Contact: George J. Majoue 

805-478-5200     www.kofc11137.com 

Frank Torres' 1955 Chevy Belair Convertible 
Best of Show 2017 

Music by Unfinished Business 
Vendor Faire, Food and More 

FREE Admission to the Public 

 ANXIETY ANXIETY
 RELIEF RELIEF

 MEDICATION  MEDICATION 
 FREE FREE

 Nell Stilwell
 www.missnell.com

 805-264-7753

 We are proud to welcome  Cynthia DePriest
 805-878-1187      CynthiaDePriest@aol.com

 CalBRE#01206893 • 2605 S. Miller St., Ste. 101 • Santa Maria, CA 93455

 Give Cynthia a call to make your 
 next purchase a great experience!

 Cynthia has been in real estate in the Santa Maria 
 area since 1996. She is passionate in helping buyers 
 and sellers with their real estate needs.
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GET TAX-$MART

(805) 937 (805) 937 –– 4556(805) 937 (805) 937 45564556
340 E. Clark Ave. in Old Orcutt

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE TAX REFORM

$

*1

Julie Darrah, CDFP

Tim Miller, CPA

Lisa Reynolds, CRTP

2017 Tax Year Will Not 2017 Tax Year Will Not be be AAAffected ffected by by by These New Reforms
TaxTax raterate changeschangeschanges: Both individual and corporate rates haveTaxTax rateraterate changeschangeschanges:
changed. The maximum individual rate is reduced to 37% and
the corporate rate is now a flat 21%. The rate change could
benefit you — or in some cases cause your tax liability to go up

Standard deduction increasesincreases: The standard deduction hasStandard deductiondeduction increasesincreasesincreases:
essentially been doubled. For single filers, the standard
deduction has increased from $6,350 to $12,000; for married
couples filing jointly, it's increased from $12,700 to $24,000

IIncreasedncreased childchild ttaxax cccreditredit andand newnew dependentdependent cccreditredit: The credit isIncreasedncreasedncreased childchildchild taxaxaxax ccreditreditredit andandand newnewnew dependentdependentdependent ccreditreditredit:
increased for each child to $2,000 (up to $1,400 of which is refundable
for each child) and each non-child dependent can now receive a
new credit of $500. But you will have no exemption credit or deduction
for yourself, your spouse, or your dependents.

SomeSomeSome disappearingdisappearingdisappearing deductionsdeductionsdeductions:SomeSome disappearingdisappearingdisappearing deductionsdeductionsdeductions:
• State income tax and property taxes above $10,000 per year in total
• Employee business expenses such as mileage, travel, entertainment,

home office expenses, union dues, tax preparation fees, and
investment fees, among others

• Mortgage interest beyond interest on $750,000 of acquisition
debt, if you purchase a new home

Some new benefits for individuals:Some new benefits for individuals:
• The medical expense AGI threshold will temporarily drop to 

7.5% of AGI for 2017 and 2018
• The estate tax exclusion has nearly doubled, to $10 million 

(adjusted for inflation)
• The annual gift tax exclusion remains the same ($14,000 for 2017

and $15,000 for 2018), but the maximum rate on gifts is 35%

www.vividfm.com
The information above are of a general nature and is for informational purposes only and does not constitute financial, investment, tax or legal advice. 

Please consult with your tax professional to understand how these changes will affect your personal situation.

Tibetan Monks Visit Allan Hancock College

As part of their nationwide 2017 Sacred 
Arts Tour, monks from the Drepung Gomang 
Monastery spent four days, and over sixty 
hours, creating a Medicine Buddha Sand 
Mandala at the Allan Hancock College Ann 
Foxworthy Gallery.  

The Tibetan monks visited the Central 
Coast from southern India by way of 
the monastery’s North American seat in 
Louisville Kentucky, the Drepung Gomang 
Center for Engaging Compassion.  The 
purpose of the Sacred Arts Tour is to keep 
their traditions alive by sharing their rich 
cultural diversity, to bring awareness to the 
ongoing plight of Tibetans after fifty years 
of Communist Chinese occupation, and to 
raise donations to help support their way of 
life at the Monastery.

The Drepung Gomang monks are 
renowned for sand mandala construction, 
a sacred art that was traditionally created 
under complete secrecy at the monastery 
by the holiest monks.  Any misplacement of 
sand was considered an imperfection of the 
mandala’s intention.  As Allan Hancock fine 
art instructor and gallery director Marti Fast 
explained, “Today we are blessed to witness 
this rare event and are not so hard on the 
artisans.”

The monks create various mandalas on 
their tour, each one unique to the needs 
of the location they are visiting, and each 
one an incredible feat of beauty and detail.  
The process if fascinating to watch, as the 
artists fill thin metal cones called chak-purs 
with fine, colored sand that is transferred 

to a marked board grain by applying gentle, 
rhythmic vibrations to the tool.  The creation 
is an active meditation for the monks and can 
have a meditative effect for those watching 
as well.

Mandala is a Sanskrit word meaning 
“cosmogram” or “world in harmony” and 
depicts a palace as viewed from the sky.  Each 
object within the mandala has meaning and 
there are many different designs, including 
the Medicine Buddha created especially for 
Hancock to bring health and healing.

The Foxworthy Gallery was open from 10-5 
each day and visitors were not only able to 
watch the creation of the sand mandala, but 
also experience different cultural aspects of 
the tour.  Mornings began with chanting, 
led by the Geshe (the senior member and 
leader of the tour group) to consecrate the 
space and bless those within it and evenings 
concluded in the same manner, consecrating 
what had been created and blessing those 
who took part.  

As the mandala took shape, each monk 
sat on a cushion, hunched over the board, 
and slowly moved from the center outward.  
Guests were invited to take photographs, 
speak with the monks that walked around 
the room, and purchase Tibetan goods from 
the tables in the lobby, including necklaces, 

journals, skirts, and CDs.  Hand-crafted 
bracelets were blessed by the monks upon 
request, which was a special, spiritual 
experience in itself.

In addition to the sand mandala and 
chanting, the monks shared other cultural 
experiences as well.  The lighthearted Snow 
Leopard and Tibetan Yak dances (complete 
with two-person animal costumes) was 
performed outdoors, accompanied by drums 
and bells, and was thoroughly enjoyed by 
audience members both young and old.  They 
also conducted an immensely entertaining 
debate that combined philosophical 
discussion with a little bit of showmanship, 
humor, and Tibetan razzing.

The life of a monk is multi-faceted and 
one aspect they embrace in their art is the 
Buddhist concept of Impermanence that 
states nothing in life is permanent and change 
is inevitable.  In keeping with this teaching, 
at the end of their four days, the visiting 
monks held a Deconstruction Ceremony 
that concluded in sweeping the painstakingly 
created mandala into a pile.  Small bags of 
sand were distributed and the rest was taken 
to a body of running water, releasing the 
intention in each grain, and the blessings of 
the healing mandala, into the universe.

By Rebecca Ross
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To submit your community event, email 50 words 
or less to info@orcuttpioneer.com by the second 
Wednesday of the month.  Be sure to include, in this 
order, the name of the event, location, time, a short 
description and contact information.

SPECIAL EVENTS
MARCH 17 CAR SHOW - 7th Annual Knights 

of Columbus St Patricks Day Car Show  at St Louis 
de Montfort Church. Saturday, March 17, 2018 from 
10am to 3pm. Cars, trucks, motorcycles and more! 
Live music from Unfinished Business and a vendor 
faire as well. We're looking for vehicles, vendors, and 
sponsors. See our website at kofc11137.com, or call 
George Majoue at 805-478-5200 for information. 

Friends of the Library Book Sale, Sat. May 5, 10am-
1:30pm at Orcutt Public Library, 175 S. 
Broadway in Old Orcutt, just off Clark 
Ave. directly behind Doc Burnstein's. 
Great selection of books, CDs, DVDs, 
games in good condition. Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library. All proceeds 
go to the Library. See you there! Support 
our library! Additional book sales for 
2018: Aug.4 and Nov.3.

Santa Maria Toastmasters will hold 
an open house meeting on Tuesday, 
February 27th from 6:30-8:00 P.M. at 
Toyota of Santa Maria, 700 East Beteravia 
Rd. Santa Maria. Guest speaker Dr. Joseph 
Skoda will present, “What Toastmasters 
means to me."  Refreshments will be 
served, and the event is free to the public. 
Info: Michael Corob at 264-6722 or visit 
http://santamaria.toastmastersclubs.org/.

MONTHLY OR WEEKLY EVENTS
50+ CLUB LUNCHEON, at St Louis 

De Montfort Church Hall at 11:30AM 
on the second Thursday of the Month. 
Event is catered with nominal charge.  
For reservations call Irene at 934-2511.

ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLIC 
AND DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY 
SYSTEMS meets Sundays at 4PM in the 
conference room of the Marian Extended 
Care Facility at 1530 Cypress Way off 
of Palisades and Main.  If you have 
questions, contact Kim at (805) 714-6908.

AA (or Alcoholics Anonymous).  If 

you want to drink, that’s your business. If you want 
to stop, that’s ours. Meetings Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday, 6:30 PM Orcutt Presbyterian Church.
General information and other meeting times and 
places, 925-3782.

ALL AMERICA CITY QUILT GUILD meets at 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 4380 Orcutt Rd., on 
the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. 
except March and July. Info: www.santamariaquilters.
com or 937-4024.

ALTRUSA OF THE CENTRAL COAST meets at 
12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month. 
Altrusa is an international non-profit organization 
of men and women that strives to make our local 
communities better through leadership, partnership 
and service.  For more information and meeting 
location call our president at 805.835.7627 or go to 
our website: www.altrusaofthecentralcoast.org.

Community Events

HealtH Plans
Medicare supplements Authorized Independent Agents

CA #0615815
CA #0179042

Authorized Independent Agents

CA #0615815
CA #0179042

Teri Summers
(805) 937-8893

Summers Insurance
TJ Sanders

(805) 709-2859

Healt
Medicare 

Teri Summers
(805) 937-8893

Summers Insurance

4354 Glen Oak Court, Santa Maria, CA 93455

1157 E. Clark Avenue, Suite H   - (805)937-6321

314-2693 or 268-4265

Specializing in Dementia, Parkinsons & Stroke

Lic #425801939 & 425801940

Two Locations in Orcutt/Country Club Area

With Mention 
Of This Ad

$300 Off First Month’s Rent

Classified Ads
Sell items for free. Free ads can only be accepted 
via email to info@orcuttpioneer.com with "classified" 
in the subject line. 25 word limit. Business ads only 
$25/25 words. Mail payments to Orcutt Pioneer, PO 
Box 2545, Orcutt CA 93457.
MAYTAG DRYER MD-6 $250. Very Good Condition. 
White, Front Load. Pictures available. Message @ 
345-0899
Wanted: Model A Ford Cars, Parts, Projects. Let me 
help clean out your garage. Jay McCord 805-598-
8133
Shadowsfund,Senior and Pit Bull Rescue in Lompoc 
is looking for volunteers and dog walkers. Shadows-
fund@gmail.com
Lawn Care. Liability insured, bi-monthly residential & 
commercial, one time cleanup, miscellaneous jobs, 
weed clearing, free estimates. Jim Reid 938-1402 
Lic #36524
2004 Toyota Avalon XL, one owner, leather int, all 
power, 63,200 miles. Excellent condition, service 
records, always garaged. $7500. 805-478-1243
Black 12 cup coffee pot $35 ,  Mary 805 938 9735  
Barcalounger swivel recliner Jacque ll with Ottoman 
tan color leather BRAND NEW, tags still on chair $400. 
Better than online price. Come see it. 805 720-2127
MICROWAVE NEW IN BOX. Dandy model DMW-
7700WDB White, 700 watts power 10 pwr. levels 
$50  call 937-6215
Older lady seeking a live in caregiver asap Judy 805 
720 3609
Motorcycle/ATV JACK. Craftsman model 9-50190  
Load capacity 1500 pounds

Hoveround electric wheel chair. Like new. $900.00
Foot action pump,3 locking lift heights. Used twice/
like new $99 call 937-6215
RIDGID Wet/Dry Vac NEW IN BOX. model 4000RV 
includes hose, nozzle, filter, manual LIFETIME WAR-
RANTY  $75  call 937-6215
ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST MAGAZINE collection 5 plus 
years.Excellent,read once, no folds, tears, fading. 
Smoke free. Some collector issues. List on eBay or 
enjoy. $65 OBO 937-6215
TOYS! GAMES! PUZZLES! BOOKS! Lots of them new 
and gently used by one and only child. Toddler to 12 
years old. Email: monicalis7@verizon.net or (805) 
757 0947.   
Harmar electric lift. $500.00 (805) 937-3183Hard 
to find blackberry or raspberry plants in pots.   Also 
available: Bushy grass, Concord grape and Rosemary 
plants.  Guarantee to take.  $10/pot  (805) 937-3476
MEN’S BICYCLE, Trek 820, tires 26 inch, 21 speed, 
frame 18 (small), mostly black, has kickstand, very 
good condition. 336-467-0003, 805-934-1521.
GOT MAC? How about iPod, iPhone, iPad, or Ap-
pleTV? Troubleshooting, repairs, upgrades, education, 
consulting. I also do Windows. 20+ years experience.  
James@jamesjepsen.com or 805-878-1739.
DeeJay/Emcee 25+ years experience. All genres of 
music available.  Weddings, parties, dances, etc. 
Reasonable rates.  James Jepsen's Borrowed Time 
805-878-1739
HAIR GUARDIANS-MOBILE HEAD LICE REMEDIATION 
SERVICES.  TRAINED AND CERTIFIED IN THE SHEPHERD 
METHOD OF STRAND BY STRAND HEAD LICE AND 
REMEDIATION SERVICES.  JULIE KAY 805-742-404

Thinking about fostering 
a baby or toddler? 

Considering foster to adopt?
Visit us at www.angelsfostercare.org

or call (805) 884-0012
to learn more about fostering local 

infants and toddlers.

Lic. #427806809
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Orcutt Christian Church
Worship  Services

Bible School  9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Communion every Sunday
204 Patterson Rd

937-1641

Orcutt’s Country
Wedding Chapel

Orcutt Christian Church
Worship  Services

Bible School  9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Communion every Sunday
204 Patterson Rd

937-1641

Orcutt’s Country
Wedding Chapel

Orcutt Christian Church
Worship  Services

Bible School  9:00 AM
Worship 10:15 AM

Communion every Sunday
204 Patterson Rd

937-1641

Orcutt’s Country
Wedding Chapel

(805) 260-9036

CASA of Santa Barbara County is partnering with the  is partnering with the CASA of Santa Barbara County is partnering with the CASA of Santa Barbara County
top radio stations in Santa Maria to find advocates for 

children who have experienced abuse or neglect.

We need 40 dedicated adult volunteers to join our 
March training class in Santa Maria. 

Do you have what it Takes to Do you have what it Takes to Do you have what it Takes to Do you have what it Takes to 
cross the Finish line for a Child?cross the Finish line for a Child?cross the Finish line for a Child?cross the Finish line for a Child?

Apply by February 26th at sbcasa.org/volunteer
Call or text 868-8890 for more information

  
  
     
  
  
  
  
        
        
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Look  for  our  yellow  flags!  
  

We  offer  the  finest  
in  INDEPENDENT  
SEMI-‐ASSISTED  and  
ASSISTED  living  

Enjoy  carefree,  maintenance  free  living  in  a  beautiful  country  setting  
  All  single  story  homes  *  Home  cooked  meals  *  Fun  monthly  activities  

  CALL  FOR  A  TOUR  TODAY!    805-‐937-‐2021  
HUMMEL  VILLAGE  

4468  Hummel  Drive  in  Orcutt  *  hummelvillage.com  *  lic#  425801758  
HUMMEL VILLAGE  * email: office@hummelvillage.com

4468 Hummel Drive in Orcutt * www.hummelvillage.com

We offer 
the finest in 
independent 

living

Look for our Yellow Flag!��������������������
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